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3 Stk, 


Merchant: Company here, having IM 
under conſideration the intimation made 
by the King's Miniſters, of bringing into Par- | 
liament, a Bill for equalising the Repreſentation — © þ 
of the People, were unanimouſly of opinion 
that it would tend to the intereſt of the Burghs 
of Scotland, to have an alteration in the mode 
of Election of their Members of Parliament, 
and appointed a Committee to correſpond with 
the other Burghs and Committees who may 
teſtify their approbation of. the alteration, and 4 
particularly with the Yorkſhire Committee, ſo i 
as common meaſures may be followed, being 
2 ſenſible that unanimity will contribute greatly 
towards carrying * plan into exe- 


cut ion. 


Vorn. IN The 


1 


. 


The Committee therefore beg leave to give 
the preſent trouble to know from you the plan 
propoſed to be adopted by the County of York, 


in which it is hoped you will tranſmit every 
information you may think material for us to 
know. 

I am, reſpectfully, 


REVZAZND Six, ; 
Your moſt obedient 1 
Humble ſervant, , 
JOHN — Chairman 


6d 1783. 


and will eſteem your anſwer a particular favour, 


Letter from the Rev. eilten rw ts 
ge Joan Cantina * ME, A 


 WansronD, auen. 170 
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Sin, 


OUR letter of the e has a 


ing been tranſmitted from Burton-Hall 
to o Enigloſbeidge, and from thence back to Col- 
ſter worth, found me at that place in à ſituation 
of great diſtreſs and anxiety, from the ſevere in- 
diſpoſition of a very near relation. ] truſt 
therefore, that you, Sir, and the Merchant Com- 
pany of the Town of Stirling, will have the good- 
neſs to excuſe my not having returned an earlier 
anſwer; eſpecially, as I am at preſent. able to do 
little more than merely to acknowledge that I 
have received the honour of your letter; Lam 
here at a diſtance from ſome material papers, 
which relate to the ſubject of your inquiry; 
but it ſhall be my firſt buſineſs when I have 
reached Knightſbridge, to communicate thoſe 
papers, with every explanation in my power, 
which may be neceſſary to give complete, and 
Aa * hope, 


29 FA *. 


7 


L 4 3 

I hope, ſatisfactory information to the Gentle 
men of Stirling. | 
In the mean time, I cannot forbear expreſſing 
the pleaſure I take, in this commencement of a 
correſpondence, on the ſubject of Parliamentary 
Reformation, between your reſpectable Com- 
mittee, and that of the County of York. In 


England, many groſs abuſes in the ſtate of Par- 


liament have been produced by length of time; 
their pernicious effects have at laſt been gene- 
rally felt ; and have determined the Friends.of 
the Conſtitution in Yorkſhire and in many 
other Engliſh Counties, &c. to attempt the cor. 
of thoſe evils. They truſt it is not too 
late for the Collective Body to interpoſe, and 
by a ſteady perſeverance in a regular and peace- 
ful mode of application, to carry ſome moderate 
but ſubſtantial Reform of their Repreſentation 
in Parliament. They are aware alſo, that ſimilar 
and perhaps equally groſs abuſes prevail in the 
ſtate of the Repreſentation of their Fellow Citi- 
zens in Scotland; and they are in general anxi- 
ous for their removal, and ready to co-operate 
with zeal for that purpoſe; which they juſtly 
conſider as being the common cauſe of every 
Friend of Liberty throughout the Kingdom. 
I am Sir, with great reſpect, 
| Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

od: C. WYVILL. 
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INCLOSED in this — cover | ave 
the honour to tranſmit to you the papers 
mentioned in my letter from Wansford ; from 
which the Committee of Merchants of Stirling, 
will be able to collect the information they have 
deſired, reſpecting the plan for the Reformation 
7 —— ny 
County of Vork; and alſo, the reaſons why 
that plan will not be brought forward in Par- 
liament during the preſent Seſſion. 

At the firſt elabliſhment of the Eogliſh Houſe 
of Commons, and for many ages after that 
period, the Counties, Cities, and Principal 
Tons, which form the main Body of the Na- 
tion, returned to Parliament a large majority of 
Members. Since the reign of Henry the 6th, 
the numbers in that Houſe have received a gra- 
dual increaſe ; till at laſt, by the addition of at 
NY Rus | 
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1 
from the Freeholders, Citizens, and Freemen of 


County Towns, &c. and placed *in the hands 
of a few petty Burgeſſes who bear an inconſi- 


derable proportion to the whole Maſs of Electors. 


This is a fundamental defect in the preſent frame 
of Engliſh Repreſentation ; for although ma- 
thematical equality is not ta be expected in ſuch 
matters, yet it never can be thought proper by 
any rational Friend to Liberty, that a thirtieth 
part of the Electors of England ſhould apppint 
. a majority of Engliſh Repreſentatives. But this 
inequality is not a mere ſpeculative impro- 


priety; it is a defect whoſe: miſchievous conſe- 


quences have been ſeverely felt, and threaten 
the utter ruin of the Nation. For hence an in- 
tercourſe of corruption has been eſtabliſhed 
between Electors, Members, and Miniſters of 
State : Hence the Crown and a few great Ariſ- 
tocratical Families have obtained an unconſti- 
tutional influence in that Aſſembly, which ought 
to be the unbiafſed Guardian of the Public 
Weal: And hence meaſures deſtructive to our 
beſt intereſts have been ſupported, and may {till 
be carried on againſt ws panes YE the 
community. 


Such were the evils felt id . 


from this great abuſe, when the Counties and 
the Metropolis of England undertook the taſk 
of reſtoring the Conſtitution. Since that period, 
Official and Parliamentary regulations have 
been eſtabliſhed, which tend in ſome degree to 
palliate the evil. But their beneſieial effects 

can neither be great nor permanent. 


For 


1 
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For although the influence of the Crown may 


have been diminiſhed, thar of the Ariſtveracy 
_ ſeems to have been au -- The weight 
taken from the Crown; tas not been transferred 
to the ſcale, it has been added to that 
of the Nobllity ; at leaſt, that body has gained 
the preponderance, as recent events too plainly 


indicate. But to the Cron it may ſoon revert 


again; and after every poſſible vibration of 
power, there it muſt ultimately reſt, unleſs the 
great weight be placed, where it ought to be, in 


the Body of the People. Whether they have 


moſt to fear from the undue influence of a ſingle 
Perſon, or that of a few individuals, is a queſtion 
which it is of little importance to determine.— 
For it is manifeſt, that till an effectual Barrier 
againſt both can be provided, the Liberty of the 
Britiſh Nation cannot be fafe : and that Barrier 
can only be found in a Houſe of Commons ſub- 
ſtantially reformed, and rendered fair and free 
1 — of che People. 2 

or that purpoſe, among other improvements, 
a melioration of Parliamentary Repreſentation 
has been propoſed by the County of York, and 
by many other conſiderable Diſtricts. -- But it 
is not the intention of the Yorkthire Gentle. 
men, at leaſt as far as I am able to form any 
judgment of their intention, to preſs for a per- 
fed Equality of Repreſentation. | In the Preſent 
circumſtances of the Nation, they conceive, the 
plan of univerſal ſuſſrage is unfit to be recom- 
eren neither likely to be attained by any 
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regular or legal efforts of the People; nor, if it 
were eſtabliſhed, likely to be maintained and 
exerciſed in that purity and peace, which alone 
can render it a bleſſing to the Community. _ 
- Inſtead of — a Reformation there- 
fore, which defenſible as it may be in Theory 
ſeems at preſent not ſafely reducible to practice, 
they have been content to propoſe à more mo- 
derate change, of eaſier attainment, but effectual 
in their opinion to replace the Rights and Liber- 
ties of the Nation in a ſtate of full and per» 
manent ſecurity. 
lt would not bedifficult to name fifty Engliſh 
Boroughs, in which a number of Voters leſs 
than a tenth part of the Freeholders of York- 
ſhire return one hundred Members to Parlia- 
ment. By disfranchifing thoſe moſt obnoxious 
Boroughs, and, adding an adequate number of 
Repreſentatives to the Counties and principal 
Towns, the antient balance in the ſyſtem of 
Engliſh Repreſentation would be reſtored with- 
out increaſing the number of Engliſh Repreſen- 
tatives. This Reformation would be rendered 
ſtill more effectual by a ſhorter duration of Par- 
liament, by the abolition of nominal and fictiti- 
onus Voters in Scotland, and the admiſſion of 
Copyholders to the right of ſuffrage in England. 
And if this plan of Conſtitutional Improve. 
ments ſhould be thought not ſufficiently com- 
prehenſive, it ſeems by no means unreaſonable to 
preſume, that from a Houſe of Commons thus 
conſtituted, the correction of every other abuſe, 
the eſtabliſhment of every other beneficial _ 
ation 
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lation might be readily obtained, by which the 
miſchiefs of Deſþotic Power on the one hand, and 
of a fattious and corrupt Syſtem of - Government on 
the other; might be for ever excluded. - $44 

Such were the general views of that very nu- 
merous and reſpectable Aſſembly of Gentlemen 
held at York on the 19th of December laſt.— 
And it is my firm belief that if it had been then 


known to the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, that the 


Right of Election is monopolized by a few 
Members of a Council in almoſt every Bo 

in Scotland, their zeal for the liberty of their 
Fellow-Citizens would have prompted them as 
far as the offer of aſſiſtance might avail, to pro- 
mote an application to Parliament from the un- 
repreſented Burgefles of Scbtland, for a proper 
extenfion of that right. If the Friends to 4 
General Reform of Parliament would be conſiſtent 
they muſt approve” the redreſs of every local 
abuſe, reſpecting Repreſentation and the Right 
of Election: It muſt be their anxious wiſh that 
the Rights of the Britiſh Conſtitution may be 
diſtributed with an equal and impartial hand, 
in every part of the Kingdom, And it is hoped, 
the Advocates for local Reformation will be found 
equally diſpoſed to ſupport the general plan, 
whenever it may be brought forward. 

The Petitions on this ſubje& have hitherto 
conveyed to Parliament in general terms the 
complaint of Parliamentary grievances from the 
Engliſh Counties and Cities, &c. whoſe purpoſe 
Is, t avaid the introduction of any plan of Reforma. 
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E 
tion into the Houſe of Commons, till the fate of Mr. 


Pitt's intended motion on the th of May ſhall 


be determined. If the efforts of that incompa- | 
rable Senator ſhall be defeated on that day, by 


a combination of Men adverſe to the juſt claims 


of the People, that event ſurely ought not to 
diſcourage the Committees, or leflen their zeal 
in a purſuit ſo juſt and neceſſary. On the con- 
trary, it will afford an additional proof, how 
much it behoves the Nation to proſecute theſe 
claims with increaſing ardour; to concert and 
adopt a Plan of Reformation at once moderate 
andeflicacious, and to ſupport it in the ſucceeding 


| Seſſion of Parliament by every means which can 


be deviſed, conſiſtent with Law and the Conſti- 
tution. On that eccaſipn, perfect unanimity 
between the numerous Friends of Parliamentary 
Reformation in all parts of the kingdom cannot 
be expected. But if they can be generally in- 
duced, by the obvious neceſſity for union, to 
act in concert, and with a mutual confidence, 
the joint and regular efforts of their Committees 
to promote the COMMON CAUSE, can hardly 
fail to be crowned with final ſucceſs. 
I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
Jour moſt obedient ſervant, . 
C. WYVILL, 


Paper IV. 
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© Paper IV. 


Letter from Jom CamPBzLL, Eſa; 'to the Rev. 
| _ CrngISTOPHER WYVILL. 
SIR, 
Had the honour of your eſteemed favours of 
the 24th ult. which I laid before our Com- 
mittee, who peruſed it with that attention the 
importance of the ſubject required. Our grate- 
ful acknowledgements are 4 for your polite 
communications. - 
The great reſpect we entertain for the Gentle- 2 
men of the Vorkſhire Committee, and the earneſt 
deſire of union in a matter that ſo nearly re- 
lates to the ſupport of our Conſtitution, will 
actuate us to concur in ſuch meaſures as may 
be conſidered the moſt proper for obtaining a 
Parliamentary Reformation on Conſtitutional 
Principles. 
We have our petition ready to preſent, but 
have been adviſed to delay it till we know the 
fate of Mr. Pitt's motion, we are of opinion 


with you that no particular mode of Reforma- 
tion 
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tion ought to be mentioned, only pointing out 
our complaints, leaving to the wiſdom of Par- 
liament to give redreſs in fuch way as ſhall ap- 
pear moſt for the.intereſt of the country, And 
we flatter ourſelves the Committees appointed 
in the different Counties and Burghs will con- 
tinue zealous in concerting and adopting mea- 
ſures moderate and efficacious, 

Whatever may be the ſucceſs of the intended 
application to Parliament, every well wiſher of 
the country muſt feel how much the nation is 
indebted to your unwearied attention to this 
great work of Reformation, of which none can 
be more ſenſible than our Committee, —I have 
the honour to be, 71 due reſpect, 

IR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
_ JOHN CAMPBELL, 


Ta” antes. 4 
1783. 


Letter from Jon CAMPBELL, Eſq; 10 the Rev. 
CHRISTOPHER WYVILL. 


R8gvereND Six, 


Have to acknowledge the favour of the Second. 
Report of the York Committee and debates, 
&c. handed to me yeſterday. The exertions of 
the Committee, of which you are Chairman, 
deſerye the warmeſt acknowledgments of every 
Britiſh, ſubject. Our endeavours to obtain a 
Reformation in our Parliamentary Repreſenta- 
tion, have not been altogether fruitleſs ; many of 
our Counties have preſented petitions to Parlia- 
ment, and our Burghs are almoſt unanimous in 
applying for an alteration. But the i importance 
of the buſineſs requires that it ſhould not be in- 
troduced to Parliament, but with the utmoſt 
deliberation. Opportunity has been afforded . 
of making our claims more generally known ; 
and we have the happineſs to find, that in pro- 
portion to their being known, they have been 


reipeRed. From the Repreſentatives of Scot- 
| = 
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land, we have reaſon to hope for protection, 
becauſe on them we have a particular claim; 
but it is not on them only we are to place our 
dependence: Engliſh Members of Parliament 
have taught us to conſider them as our ſteady 
friends, and to them we look up for powerful 
aſſiſtance. The grievances of which the Bur- 
geſſes of Scotland complain, are thoſe of a v | 
reſpectable part of the Britiſh people to a Britiſh 
Houſe of Commons, where diſtinctions, long 
ſince obſolete, are not known. "x 

I have the honour to tranſmit copies of two 
pamphlets wrote on the ſubject, which contain 
a narrative of our grievances, and a propoſal of 
a plan for remedying them, and ſhould be ex- 
tremely happy to have your opinion on the 
ſubject. Ageneral Convention of Delegates, from 
all the Burghs of Scotland, is to be held the 
25th of March, for the purpoſe of framing a 
2 Petition to Parliament; and when it is ſup- 
ported by the ſuffrages of all the Burgeſſes, we 
look forward with pleaſure to the ſucceſs it 
muſt meet with. | 

I am, with due reſpect, 
Rev. Six, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

JOHN CAMPBELL: 
* January, : "A | 


Paper VI. 


Paper VI. 


' Reſolutions of the Crrizxxs of Edinburgh, 
agreed to at a General Meeting held in Mary's 8 
Chapel, on the 2 ½ of April, 1783 


ResoLveD, iſt. 


HAT the preſent contracted mode of ele. 
T. ing the Members of the Town-Councils 
and Repreſentatives in Parliament for the City 
of Edinburgh, and the other Burghs of Scot- 
land, is arbitrary and unconſtitutional, whereby 
the great body of the Burgeſſes and Heritors 
are excluded from the exerciſe of their natural 
and inherent Rights, as free-born Subjects; 
and whereby an opportunity is afforded to 
Juntos and deſpicable factions, (liable at all 
times to be influenced by the Crown,) to keep 
themſelves continually in the offices of the Ma- 
giſtracy, to the excluſion of all other perſons ; 
fo that to uſe an expreſſion in the claim of 
Rights, in conſequence of which, their Ma- 
jeſties King William and Queen Mary obtained 
the Crown of Scotland: The Commiſſioners 
to Parliament being choſen by the Magiſtrates 
and Council, the King might as well nominate 
that entire eſtate of Parliament.“ 


2d. 
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_ 2d. That, to remedy thoſe evils, and to re- 
ſore the Burgeſſes, &c. their natural and antient 
Rights and Privileges, it is the opinion of this 
Meeting, that an application from the Burgeſſes, 
&c. of Scotland be preſented to Parliament, 
praying for a Reform of the ſets of the Burghs, 
and extenſion of the right of ſuffrage at the Elec- 
tion of the RepreſentativesinParliament: And, it 
is reaſonable to expect, that an application, cra- 
ving a Reform fo obviouſly neceſſary for the 
welfare of the community and ſo conſonant to 
the principle and ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſti- 


tution, will be productive of the ends defired, 


and-procure an act of the Legiſlature corrective 
of the abuſes complained of. 

za. That a Proper and General Plan, for the 
better management and regulation of theſe 
Elections ought previouſly to be drawn up, and 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of the Burgeſſes: 
And this Meeting do hereby empower their 
Committee to deviſe and prepare ſuch Plan, to 
be ſubmitted as {aid is, and, when approved of, 
that the ſame be digeſted into the form of a 
Bill, or Bills, to be brought into Parliament. 
4th, That, i in order to bass about the Reform 
intended, this Meeting do hereby authorize 
their Committee to concur and co- operate with 
the Committees of all the other Societies and 
Corporations within this Burgh, that may be 
appointed. And further, this Meeting do 
hereby authoriſe their Committee to correſſ — 

| Wi 
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with the Burgeſſes of all other Burghs of Scot- 
land, and all other Societies and Perſons in 
Great Britain, on this ſubject of National con- 
cern, and to meet with any Delegates who may 
be appointed at, or ſent to Edinburgh by the 
ſaid Burghs of Scotland, in order to deliberate 
on, and concert ſaid Plan for General Reform. 

5th, That this Meeting do publicly expreſs 
their approbation of the- ſpirited and patriotic 
conduct of the Burgeſſes of Scotland, who have 
already declared for Reformation ; and do alſo 
publicly invite and folicit the Burgeſſes and 
Heritors of thoſe Burghs who have not yet de- 
clared, to aſſemble together in a Peaceable, 
Legal, and Conſtitutional manner, and appoint 
Committees to correſpond and co-operate with 
the Committee of Edinburgh. 

Laſtly, As the bringing about of the faid Re- 
formation muſt unavoidably be attended with 
conſiderable expences, this Meeting do hereby 
enjoin their Committee to form a Subſcription 
Paper, to be lodged in the hands of their 'Trea- 
ſurer, Mr, William Hutchiſon, Apothecary, at 
the head of the Cowgate; Edinburgh, in order 
that all Perſons, wiſhing well to the cauſe, may 
have an opportunity of ſubſcribing for what 
ſums they may chuſe to contribute for the fr 

oſes above-mentioned, | 

Extracted from the Minutes, TTY 
(Sig ned) EY e 
; eee renucan. Secretary. 
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Letter from Parxicx Barron, Eſq; Preſident 
of the Committee of Aberdeen, is Thomas 
M'Gruocas, Eſq; Secretary of the Committee 
of Edinburgh. 


 AB8RDEEN, 22d November, 1783. 
SIR, 
| E have, on former occaſions, expreſſed 
an inclination, as we conceive to be 
our duty, to addreis the Burgeſſes, our conſti- 
tuents, frequently. | "N= 
Since our laſt circular letter of the zoth May, 
we have kept up a conſtant correſpondence with 
the COMMITTEE of the CITIZENS of EDIN. 
BURGH, as well as with other Societies and 
Individuals, on the Subject of REFORM. 

The exertions of the Edinburgh Committee, 
in this important buſineſs, have been ſuch as 
were truly becoming their ſituation. Their 
_ correſpondence. has, indeed, been very exten- 
ſive; and, from the firſt characters in both 
Houſes of Parliament, they have received letters, 
i 255 approving 
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approving of the reaſonable claims of the Bur- 
geſſes of Scotland, and promiſing countenance 
and ſupport to their patriotic endeavours. We 
ſuggeſted in a former letter, that as the buſineſs 
was of very great importance, it was not the 
intereſt of the Burgeſſes that it ſhould be intro 
duced to Parliament but with the utmoſt deli - 
beration, We are now fully convinced of the 
truth of that poſition. During the late receſs, 
an opportunity has been afforded of making our 
claims more generally known ; and we have the 
happineſs to find, that, in proportion of their 
being known, they have been reſpected. From 
the Repreſentatives of Scotland we have a title 
to hope for protection, becauſe on them we 
have a particular claim; but it is not on them 
only we are to place our dependence. Sympa- 
thiſing with us in the thraldom by which we 
are held, under the galling influence of arbi- 
trary ſyſtems, Engliſh Members of Parliament 
have taught us to conſider them as our ſteady 
Friends, and to them we muſt look up for 
powerful aſſiſtance. The grievances of which 
the Burgeſſes of Scotland complain, are thoſe of 
4 very reſpectable part of the BRITISH PEO- 
PLE to a BRITISH HOUSE of COMMONS, . 
where diſtinctions, long ſince obſolete, are un- 
known. | i . 

When the General Meeting, at Edinburgh, 
is fixed, it will probably, among other things, 
be determined, how, and in what manner, the 
Petitions to Parliament are to be dylivered. In 
| 2 B 2 1$344:172.1 tha: 
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the mean time WE convey to YOU an AD. 
DRESS from the Edinburgh Committee to the 


BURGESSES and HERITORS of the ROYAL . 


 BURGHS of SCOTLAND, on the Subject of 


REFORM; and have only to requeſt, that any 
thing which may occur to you, tending to pro- 
mote the buſineſs in which we are all equally 
intereſted, by being communicated to our Se- 
cretary, will be thankfully received by us. 


We are, with due reſpec, "I 
SIR, . 
(In Committee) Your obedient humble einen 
| PATRICK BARRON, Preſident. 


JOHN EWEN, Secretary. 


Paper VIIL 


Letter from Tuouas M'Gauoas, Eſq; to the 
Rev. CHRISTOPHER WrvILL. | 


rosen, 24 February, I 784. 
818, | 
HE Comidlites of Citizens of Edinburgh, 
appointed for the purpoſe of applying to 


the Legiſlature for an Extention and Reforma- 
| | tion 
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tion of our preſent Syſtems of Election, have 
directed me to tranſmit to you copies of our 
Printed Papers for the peruſal of the Gentlemen. 


of the Yorkſhire Committee. 
The decided and leading part which the York 


Aſſociation have taken in the buſineſs of Par- 


liamentary Reform, has not only acquired to 
themſelves diſtinguiſhed honour, but called 
forth the exertions of the Friends of Conſtitu - 
tional Freedom in many other parts of the 
Kingdom. The Citizens of Edinburgh and the 
Burgeſſes of many of the other Burghs of Scot- 
land perceiving with regret their inadequate 
Repreſentation in the Legiſlature, and conſe- 
quent political inſignificance, and obſerving with 
indignant concern, men thruſt into Parliament 
without abilities, without integrity, and poſſeſ- 
ſing neither the.eſteem nor confidence. of the 
People, have reſolved by their united efforts to 
endeavour to obtain the reſtoration of their 
Elective Rights, and recover from the hands of 
deſpicable ſelf. elected Juntoes, the exerciſe of 
the moſt valuable privilege of Britiſh Subjects. 
You'll obſerve from the Printed Papers here- 
with ſent, the particular nature-of our preſent 
Syſtems, and the extent of the Reformation 
which we deſire to bring about. —Y ou'll alſo 
obſerve that it has been appointed, that a Con- 
vention of Delegates from the different Burghs, 
be held at Edinburgh the 25th of March next, 
for the purpoſe of deliberating on, and agreeing 
to ſome ſpecific Plan for the better regulation 
Lek B 3 and 
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and management of the Elections. The idea 
of a General Convention we adopted from a 
perſuaſion, that ſuch a meaſure would not only . 
give unanimity to our councils, and efficacy to 
our exertions, but conyince the Legiſlature and 
the Public at large, that we are ſerious and 
determined. 

Perſuaded of the necellity of union among 
the Friends of Liberty, for mutual ſupport and 
mutual council, we have prefumed ta open a 
correſpondence with the Gentlemen of the 
York Committee, from which we promiſe our- 
ſelves much advantage, and which we flatter 
ourſelves they will not decline. Without union 
the efforts for Reformation muſt be feeble, and 
| will ever be diſregarded by Parliament, whoſe 
Mtereſt it is that the preſent corrupt Syſtems. 
ſhould remain. If a general Aſſociation of the 
whole Counties, Boroughs, and Communities 

in the Kingdom which have declared or may 
afterwards declare for Reformation, would be 
brought about, the advantage which could 
thereby reſult to the Common Cauſe muſt be 
very conſiderable. By ſuch a junction the 
Friends of Liberty would come to be united in 
| ſentiment as well as in exertion, and a vigour 
would be given to their meaſures, of which, in 
their preſent diſunited State, they can have no 
conception. Such a ſcheme is by no means chi- 
merical. The Aſſociation of the Burghs of 
Scotland and Convention of Delegates evidently 
thew its practicability. And might not an Aſſo- 


ciation 


* 
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ciation, on a more extended ſcale, be with equal 

facility, carried into effect; and an Aſſembly of 
Deputies, in the ſame manner, be formed, for 
the management of the general bufineſs ? This 
idea we have held out for the conſideration of 
the York Committee. g 

We have peruſed with peculiar ſatisfaction 
the account af the Proceedings of the two Ge- 
neral Meetings of the County of York, on the 
17th December and iſt January, and we intend 
to have inſerted in one or two of the Edinburgh | 
News- Papers, an abſtract of thoſe Proceedings 
for the information of our Friends in the le- 
rent parts of the Country. 

If we ſhall be honoured with the Oates. 
dence of the York Committee, I ſhall com- 
municate to you from time to time an account 


of our proceedings in the l aden In 


" the mean · time 


I have the honour to be, 
with he greateſt eſteem and reſpect, 
Sin 
your moſt humble ſervant, 
Zy appointment of the Committee, 
f R M'GRUGAR, pes 


o i \ 
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Paper 1X. 


Letter from the Eptnzurcn CommITTEE to the 
CommiTTEE of the other Burghs, W e. | 
with the preceding Letter. 


* EDixBURGH, 29th December, * 


GrN r.. Arx, 
OU. would obſerve from the newſpapers, 

ttiat a General Meeting of the Citizens of 
Edinburgh was held on the 24th current, and 
that Thurſday the 25th day of March next is 

now fixed for the Convention of Delegates at 
Edinburgh. We do therefore entreat, that you 

will either ſend to, or appoint at Edinburgh, 
proper perſons as Delegates to meet with our 
Delegates i in the General Convention. 

It is propoſed, that Edinburgh ſhall be repre- 
ſented in this Convention by four, and each of 
the other Burghs by tuo Delegates. 

If you intend to appoint Delegates r4/ident in 
Edinburgh, we beg you will name ſuch only in | 
whom you have full confidence/and with whoſe 
principles, diſpoſitions, and characters, you are 
well acquainted. —We have thought it prudent 
to annex hereto a Form of Delegation, which 
you may adopt or not, as you ſhall Judge proper, 

We 
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We alſo beg that you will cauſe inſert in the 
Edinburgh newſpapers, 2 ſhort advertiſement, 
_ expreflive of your intention to meet us in the 
General Convention, and of your reſolution to 
rſevere in this buſineſs of n till 
the great objects at which we all aim are com- 
pletely obtained. Such advertiſements we are 
confident will have a material effe& on the Bur - 
geſſes of the other Burghs that have not yet 
declared, and will alſo exhibit to the Public in 
general, that we are all ſcriouſly determined 
cordially to unite in our endeavours to effect a 
thorough Reformation of our abfurd and en 
nical Syſtems. | 
We further entreat, ar you will inſtruct | 
your Delegates reſpecting the nature of the 
change which you are deſirous ſhould take place, 
and alſo reſpecting the nature of à General 
for the management and regulation of the Elec- 
tions applicable to all the Burghs.— Such in- 
ſtructions will be of material ſervice to the 
deliberations of the Convention, and will afford 
all neceſſary information on this very ä 
buſineſs. 
We have the honour to be, 
GENTLEMEN, | 
Your moſt ci ſervants, 
By appointment of the Committee, 
WII. CHA. LITTLE, Preſgs. 
THO. 6 Secretary. 
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Copy a Form nnen 


WHEREAS, it has been propoſed and ap- 
pointed, that a General Convention of Delegates 
from the Burgeſles and Heritors of the different 
Burghs of Scotland, ſhould be held at Edinburgh 
on the 25th day of March next, in order to con: 
cert meaſures for procuring redreſs of the grie- 
vances to which the Burgeſſes, &c. of Scotland 
are ſubjected, by the preſent arbitrary and un- 
conſtitutional modes of elefting their Magiſtrates 
and Council, and Repreſentatives in Parliament 


for the Burghs,' THEREFORE, We the Com- 


mittce, appointed by the Burgeſſes, &c. of 
by virtue of powers re- 
ceived from our Conſtituents, do hereby nomi- 
nate and authorize * and 
| or either of them, to 
act as Delegates * the Burgeſſes, &c. of | 
in the ſaid General Convention, with 
full power to conſult, vote, and determine in 
all matters that ſhall be brought before the ſaid 
Convention; and to concur and co: operate with 
the other Members of the ſame, in all legal and 
conſtitutional meaſures, that may be propoſed 
and adopted for accompliſhing the ends above- 
mentioned. . Subſcribed in preſence, and by 
appointment of the Committee. 
A. B. Preſes. 
| Go D. Secretary. | 


' Paper X, 


| Paper x. 


I 


sek humbly addreſſed to the a 7 
the Houſe of Commons, by the CoumtrTxE 
appointed by the General Convention of De- 
legates, for obtaining a Reform in the internal 
Government of "the * Boroughs of 
Scotland. 


Pic aig e Site's wie 
appointed by the General Convention of 

Delegates, fox obtaining a Reform in the inter- 
nal Government 12 Royal Boroughs of 
Scotland, we have the honour to addreſs you: 
Nor can we doubt that you will excuſe this 
freedom, when we inform you, that the ſybje&t 
on which we write involves the intereſt and 
earneſt wiſhes of a great and reſpectable body of 
the People of Scotland. 

We know not whether the intentions of the 


Burgeſſes of Scotland, though openly declared, 
| | | to 


s «a * 
- 
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to obtain a correction of very groſs abuſes in 
the internal government of the Royal Boroughs, 
In that part of the Kingdom, have hitherto at- 
tracted your attention. 

We therefore have the honour to inform 
you, by direction of our Conſtituents, that ſe- 
veral Conventions of Delegates, from the Bur- 
geſſes of a conſiderable majority of the Royal 
Boroughs, have been held at Edinburgh. Theſe 
Meetings, the firſt of which was in March 1784, 
were both numerous and reſpectable. The 
abuſes complained of were inveſtigated, and 
brought clearly into view. The circumſtances 
and ſituation of the different Boroughs were 
explained. A ſyſtem of Reform of their inter- 
nal Government, as contained in the heads of a 
Bill which accompanies this, has been prepared 
for the conſideration of Parliament; and as the 
ſtrongeſt teſtimony of its being both expedient 
and practicable, it has received the unanimous 

approbation of very reſpectable and intelligent 
Delegates, compoſed of Merchants, Manufactu- 
rers, and others, from the Burgeſſes of a conſi- 
derable majority of the Royal Boroughs of 
Scotland. | 

Along with this Bill, we have the honour to 
tranſmit to you an illuſtration of the principles 
on which it is founded; for the object of the 
preſent application is, chat you may be fully 
informed of the nature of the evils that exiſt in 
the internal Adminiſtration of the Scottiſh 
Boroughs, as well as of the Syſtem of redreſs, 

| which 


SW 4 
which it is humbly propoſed to ſubmit. to the 
wiſdom of Parliament. 

The preſent communication would — — 
unneceſſary, if the Reform of the Scottiſh 
Boroughs depended entirely on any general 
idea of Legiſlation: But as the object of it is 
to obtain a correction of -pyculiar local abuſes 
and inſtitutions, ſo it is evident, that the fubject 
could not eaſily be underſtood, eſpecially by the 
Gentlemen of England, without a particular 
detail and explanation of the nature and hiſtory 
of theſe local uſages and eſtabliſuments. 


The evils which exiſt in the internal admi- 


niſtration of the Scottiſh Boroughs, as deſcribed 
in the illuſtration, will be ſubſtantiated: from the 


very Sets, or Conſtitutions, by which they are go- 
verned; and Petitions from the Boroughs will be 


laid before the Houſe of Commons, which will 


teſtify that the meaſure of Reform is ſupported. 


by the general ſenſe of the Burgeſſes. 


It is, indeed, ſcarcely poſſible it ſhould be 


otherwiſe. The Magiſtrates and Town- Councils 
in the Royal Boroughs of Scotland, are the 


Governors of the Police of the Towns, and the 


Adminiſtrators of the common. property ; yet 
theſe men are totally unconnected with the 
Burgeſſes, whoſe common affairs they admi- 
niſter. They are ſelf- elected into office ; derive 
no power from the Citizens; are not ſuhj ect to 
their controul, i in matters of Public Police; and 


are not in any reſpect accountable to them for 


the application of the Public monex. 


The 


| 
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The annual Revenues of the whole Royal 
Boroughs of Scotland, though they are not 
aſcertained with precifion, may, according to 
our information, be moderately eſtimated at 
100,0001. ſterling. This large Revenue, belong- 
ing to the Communities of Boroughs, and 


which ought to be faithfully applied to the moſt 
uſeful Public purpoſes, is ſubject to the admini- 
ſtration of men who are not bound n 
any account whatever. 
The Court of Seſſion had, a conſiderable time 
ago *, in the caſe of the Burgeſſes of Ki —_— 
ain Provoſt Hamilton and others, 
5 rr that Court, at the in- 
ſtance of private Burgeſſes, to compel the Ma- 
tes of Boroughs to account. By a recent 
decifion of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, 
it is found that this Court has no juriſdiction in 
that matter. The idea of a power, in the Con- 
vention of Royal Boroughs in Scotland, to 
bring Magiſtrates to an account for the manage- 
ment of the Revenue, has been reprobated by 
the late opinions of the Barons of Exchequer, as 
neither founded in Law, nor ſupported by any 
principle of expediency ; ſo that, as the Law of 
Scotland is now underſtood, there does not exiſt 
a power to controul the Adminiſtration of Bo- 
roughs, though it regulates the police of theſe 
communities, tramples on the Liberties of the 
Burgeſſes, whom it has reduced to the utmoſt | 
infignificance, and manages a revenue of 
100,000l. per annum. 


1771. 


In 
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In theſe circumſtances, the condition of the 
Royal Boroughs of Scotland calls aloud for the 
interpoſition of theLegiſlature, and for the intro- 
duction of a liberal and ſalutary ſyſtem of Bo- 
rough-Government. That Reform for which 
the Burgeſſes of Scotland contend, is both in 
reſpe& of its utility and propriety, ſupported by 
Precedents of great authority. In 1773, the 
freedom of the Town of Stirling, was forfeited 
by acts of bribery and corruption. In 1781 it 
was reſtored by the benignity of the Crown ; 
and his Majeſty, after taking the advice of the 
Attorney General for England, the Lord Ad- 
vocate for Scotland, with a Committee of the 
Privy Council, was pleaſed, for the better Order 
and good Government of the faid Borough, to 
alter the former Set or Conſtitution, by which 
the Common Council was ſelf. elected, and to 
veſt the Election in the Guildry, or Merchants at 
large, and Members of the Incorporated Trades, 
nearly in the very manner that is now propoſed 
by the preſent application for Reform. The 
wiſdom of this alteration is now conſpicuous 
in the appearance and Adminiſtration of the 
Town. Parliamentary ideas correſpond en- 
tirely to thoſe liberal ſentiments then diſcovered 
by the Officers of the Crown : For, in the late 
report of the Committee of the Houſe of Com- 
mons reſpecting the Fiſheries, it is propoſed, 
that the Magiſtrates of the projected Towns, 
ſhall be choſen by the Houſeholders; a more 
_ extenſive 


1 
extenſive communication of the Rights of Elec- 
tion, than is now claimed by che Burgeſſes of | 
Scotland. 
It is proper to advert, that, as the Reform of 
the Scottiſh Buroughs now propoſed, leaves the 


| Parliamentary Elections on their former footing, 


it is manifeſtly diſtinguiſhed from the Reform 
that has been 2 and denied in England, 
which was objected to, becauſe it touched the 
Conſtitution of Parliament. 

While the Burgeſſes rely on the warmeſt fo - 
port of the Members of Parliament for Scotland, 
who know their grievances, they repoſe parti- 
cular confidence in that liberality of ſentiment. 
and love of Liberty, which have ever diſtinguiſh. 
ed the Engliſh nation. They cannot but think, 
that a ſyſtem of Liberty and good Government 


for the Boroughs of "R285 will be cordially 


embraced by thoſe men, who, every day, expe- 
rience, in their own country, the ineſtimable 
bleflings of a high condition of Freedom, The 
Spirit of Liberty has raiſed England above all 
the nations in Europe, in commerce, in arts, 
and in arms; and can we entertain a doubt, 
that the Gentlemen of that country will now be 


deſirous to extend the influence of the ſame ſa- 


lutary ſyſtem, to "oy part of the united 
kingdom ? 

To be allowed to participate in the extenſive 
commerce of England, was not the only bleſſing 
which the union had promiſed to Scotland, If 


not a more e gainful, at leaſt a more engaging ' 
and 


| 8 33 1 


and elevated proſpect was opened, in the hopes 
that the Liberties of England, which had ren» 
dered that nation illuſtrious, happy, and power- 
ful, might in time be communicated to Scot- 
land. Until this event ſhall happen, it cannot 
with juſtice be ſaid that the Scottiſh nation has 
experienced, in. their full extent, thoſe fortunate 
and brilliant conſequences which were expected 
from the Union.« 

The abolition of the heritable grit, in 
1748, was no doubt a ſtep towards the eſtabliſh- 
ment-of the 5 . of Scotand. This mea- 
ſure, ſuggeſted perhaps by a violent. cauſe, was 
adopted by the Ln of a Britiſh Parkament. 
The preſent application for Reform, - originates 
entirely with the people -of England, and pro- 
ceeds from a ſenſe of Oppreſſion and love of 
Freedom. 1 is indeed the firſt "inſtance; in 
which the voice of Liberty, from Scotland, has 
been heard pleading her cauſe, in folemn form, 
before the tribunal of a Britiſh Parliament. 

There is therefore every reaſon to expect that 
a meaſure, at once ſo moderate and ſo ſalutary 
- in itfelf, ſo eſſentially neceſſary, indeed, to the 
proſperity of the Boroughs of Scotland, in one 
of which it has already taken place by Royal 
Authority, and ſo agreeable to the wiſhes of a 
great body of Argon will not be rejected, 
but will meet with that indulgence which a li- 
berality of ſentiment is apt to inipire, and that 
protection which the Er and juſtice of a 
* III. , 1 Britiſh 
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Britiſh Government will naturally extend to the 
Rights of every part of the Britiſh dominions. 


R. GRAHAM, Preſes. 
| ARCH. FLETCHER, Secretary. 
March 10, 178). ' 

In COMMITTEE. 

Robert Graham of Gartmore, Eſq; 
Robert Cullen, Advocate. 
Provoſt Kerr of Peebles. 
Commiſſary Robertſon of Peebles. 
James Fergus, Merchant, in Kirkcaldy. 
Dr. Gregory Grant, Phyſician, in 8 


John Dickſon, Advocate. 


James Summers, Writer in Edinburgh. 
Thomas Wilſon, Advocate. 

William Macintoſh of Aberarder, Advocate. 
William Dunbar, Clerk to the Signet. 

John Strachan of Woodlide. 

Robert Beaſton of Kilrie. 


Archibald Fletcher, Clerk to the Signet. 


Mr. GRAHAM of GazTuozz, in the Chair, 
The Committee unanimouſly refolve, That 


a Copy of the preceding Memorial, with the 
heads of the Bill and Hluftration, ſhall be ſent to 
each Member of the Houſe of Commons, and 
appoint the Memorial to be ſigned by the Preſes 
and Secretary, and — to London by 
the Secretary, to be delivered to the Members by 
Mr. Wilſon, Solicitor for the Reform at London. 


R. GRAHAM, Preſes. 


ARCH. FLETCHER, Secretary. 
Paper XI. 


rr 
Paper XI. 


— April 1th, 1788. 
Re$0LUTIONS 47 @ numerous Meeting of the Com- 
mittee, appointed to conduct an application 10 
Parliament on the ſubject of Reform of the In- 
ternal Government f the 3 Burghs 7 
Scotland, 


Sir Tomas Dowas, Bart . 5. 1 


Reſolved, 


AT the poker Syſtem of internal Go- 

vernment of the Royal Burghs of Scot- 

land, by which Magiſtrates and Counſellors are 

ſelf. elected, is adverſe to the Principles of the 
Britiſh Conſtitution. 

Reſolved, That it is an-unexampled grievance, 
which requires immediate redreſs, that thoſe 
Magiſtrates are not in any manner accountable, 
as the Law of Scotland is at preſent underſtood, 
for the expenditure. of the Revenues of the ſaid 
Royal Burghs, which are computed to amount 
to about one hundred thouſand Pounds per 
annum. 

Reſolvęd, That the milapplication and pro- 
fuſe waſte of the Public Property, and the enor- 
mous Debts contradted by the Magiſtrates, muſt ' 
tend to the utter ruin of the ſaid Burghs, unleſs 


. of Par- 
| C 2 Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That the Petitions to the — 
the Houſe of Commons, from the Burgeſſes of 
forty-ſix out of the whole ſixty. ſix of the ſaid 
Royal Burghs, and the very numerous and re- 
ſpectable Conventions of Delegates annually held 
at Edinburgh from all parts of Scotland, for 
ſeveral years paſt, on the buſineſs of the ſaid 
Reform, are highly expreſſive of the ſpirit and 
unanimity of the Burgeſſes in their preſent ap- 
plication to the Legiſlature. 

Reſolved, That this Committee, ſenſible of 
the importance of the truſt: delegated to them, 
will continue to give every aſſiſtance in their 
power, towards obtaining for the Petitioners 


| ſuch redreſs as their caſe fo juſtly demands. 


THOMAS DUNDAS, Prefident. 
— - — — 
Paper XII. 
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Ht a Meeting of Delegates from the different Coun- 

ties, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the 

- preſent State of the Laws which concern the 
Election of Commiſſioners 1 ſerv# in Parlia- 
ment for the Countics and Momantrſes in Scot- 

land. a 

R ESENT, 


Right Honourable Lord Daerr. 
Honourable Henry Erſkine, Dean of Faculty. + 
ene | 
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The Lord Advocate of Scotland, M. P. 
The Rev. Sir Henry Moncrieff Wellwood, Bart. 
Sir William Caninghan of Robertland, Bart. 
Sir William Maxwell of Monrieth, Bart. 
Sir William Maxwell of Springkell, Bart. 
Sir John Inglis of Crammond, Bart. 
Sir Peter Warrendtr of Lochend, Bart. | 
Sir Thomas Dundas of Kerſe, Bart. M. P. 
Sir Alex. Livinfton of Bedlormie and — Bart. 
Sir Philip Ainflie of Comelybank. 
George Leith of Overhall, Eig. 
Francis Farquharſon of Haughton, Eſq. 
Charles Hay of Faichfield, Eſq; Advocate. 
Ja. Gordon, younger, of Craig, Eſq; Advocate. 
George Robinſon of Gaſk, Eſq. 
William M'Leod Bannatyne of Kaims, Eſq; Advocate, 
Patrick M*Dougall, younger, of M*Dougall, Esa: 
William Fullarton of Fullarton, Eſq. 
Andrew Dunlop of Dunlop, Eſq. 
Alexander Bruce of Kennet, Eſq- 
John Francis Erſkine of Marr, Eſq. 
Col. James Prancis Erſkine of Ferreſt. 
Robert Dalziel of Glenae, Efq; Advocate. 
Patrick Miller of Dalſwinton, Eſq. 
Alexander Ferguſſon of Craigdarroch, Efq; Advocate, 
Robert Riddell of Glenriddell, Eſq. 
Robert Graham of Gartmore, Eſq. 
Arch. Campbell, younger, of Claithick, Eſq; Advocate, 
John Buchanan of Ardoch, Eſq. 
James Calderwood Durham of Polton, Eſq. 
George Cummin of Relogas, Eſq. 
Colonel Weymſs of Weymſe, M. P. 
James Oſwald of Dunnikier, Eſq. 
John Anftruther of Ardit, Eſq; Advocate. 
Neil Ferguffon of Piſenilo, Eſq; Advocate. 
Charles Brown of Coalſton, Eſq; Advocate. 
George Buchan Hepburn of Smeaton, Eſq; Advocate. 
Norman-M'Leod of M'Leod, Efq; M. P. 
James Grant, younger, of Corrymonie, Eſq; Advocate. 
Alexander Fraſer Tyler of Bajnain, Eſq; Advocate, 
James Fraſer of Gortuleg, Eſq. - 
Dr. Coventry of Shanwell. 
George Grahame of Kinroſs, Eſq; M. P. 
George Robertſon Scott of Benholm, Eſq; Advocate. 
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William Fullarton of Carſteirs, Eſq 

Colonel Dalrymple of Fordel. . 

John Dickſon of Coulter, Eſq; Advocate. 

William Baillie of Polkemmet, Eſq; Advocate. 
William Maxwell of Carridden, Efq. 

James Wolfe Murray of Cringaltee, Eſq; Advocate. 
George Paterſon of Caſtlehuntſey, Eſq. + 
Alexander Muir M'Kenzie of Delvin, Elq- 

William M' Donald of St. Martin's, Eſq. ' 
David Smyth of Methvin, Eſq; Advocate. 

Andrew Houſton of Jordanhill, Eſq; 

William Morehead of Herbertſhire, Eſq, 

Peter Spiers of Culcrench, Eſq. 6 
John WFarlane of Kirkton, wo. 7 
Andrew M' Dowall of Logan, Eſq; M. P. 

Robert Hawthorn Stewart of Pbyſgill, Eſq. 

Alexander Gordon of Culvennan, Ea. 
Thomas Adair of Genoch, Eſq. 


Sir Thomas Dundas — that the Lord 
Chief Baron ſhould be called to the Chair, which 
was done by the unanimpus voice of the Meeting, 
and his Lordſhip having taken the Chair, the 
following Reſolutions were moved by Sir Tho- 
mas Dundas :!S © 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Meeting, that 
the attention of the Legiſlature, both before 
and ſince the treaty of Union, has been fre. 
quently called to regulate the nature of thoſe 
freehold qualifications which intitle Landhold- 
ers to vote in the Election of Commiſſioners 
for the counties of Scotland, with which view 
many ſtatutes have been paſled, particularly 
from the year 1681, to the preſent time, for re. 
medying the abuſes which have been felt, not- 
withſtanding whereof, many defects and incon, 


veniences ſtill exiſt in this part of our Law, 
= which 
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which have been long complained of by the 
Landholders of Scotland. 

Reſolved, That it appears to this Meeting, that 
under the appointment of the ſeveral Counties 
who have named Delegates, in conſequence of a 
letter from Sir Alexander Ramſay, as preſiding at 
a Meeting of Landed Gentlemen on the 25th Fe- 
bruary; 1792, laid before the Commiſſioners of 
Supply (land tax) for theſe Counties at their 
General Meeting on the 3oth April laſt, the 
object of the preſent Meeting appears to be to 
prepare the draught of a Bill for altering and 
amending the preſent Laws, with a view to re- 
medy theſe abuſes and defects. Therefore, 

Reſolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
conſider the preſent State of the Laws, regard- 
ing the qualification of Electors of Repreſenta- - 
tives of the Counties of Scotland, and of the 
beſt method of remedying the preſent exiſting 
defects in the general ſyſtem of County Elections, 
on principles ſuited to that attachment which 
this Meeting feel and know their Conſtituents 
to entertain, to the preſent happy Conſtitution 
of this country ; and to report their opinion to 
a General Meeting, to be held at Edinburgh 
on Monday the roth of December next, of the 
preſent Delegates, or of ſuch as ſhall be ſent from 
any of the County Meetings, which ſhall be held 
for that purpoſe betwixt and that time. 

And theſe Reſolutions being ſeconded by the 
Lord Advocate, were carried unanimouſly.— 
After that, | 
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On the motion of Sir Thomas Dundas, the 
Meeting unanimouſly Refolved, that the Com · 
mittee ſhould conſiſt of the following Gentle. 


The Lord Chief Baron of Mr. Charles Hay 

the Court of Exehequer Mr. M*Leod Bannatyne 
The Hon. Henry Erſkine Mr. Houſton of Jordanhill 
The Lord Advocate Mr. Grant of Corrymonie _ 
Mr. Erſkine of Marr Mr. Ferguſſon, Craigdarroch 
Sir W. Maxwell of Monreith Mr. Thomas Adair 


Sir Thomas Dundas Mr. George Robertſon Scott 
Mr. Campbell of Claithick AND f 
Colonel M*Leod Mr. Smith of Methren. 


And five to be a quorum. That the Lord Chief 
Baron be the Convener of the Committee, and 
Thomas Adair, Clerk to the Signet, Secretary 
to the General Meeting and Committee. ; 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That a liſt of the Dele - 
gates who attended this Meeting, and their pro» 
ceedings, be publiſhed in the Edinburgh and 
London newſpapers ; and that copies thereof be 
printed, and tranſmitted by the Secretary ta 
the Conveners of the reſpective Counties and 
Stewartries in- Scotland, | 

Reſolved unanimeu/ly, That the thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Lord Chief Baron, for 
the attention and propriety with which he has 
conducted the proceedings. And, laſt l,, 

Reſolved, That this Meeting be adjourned to 

Monday the 1oth of December next. 

(Signed) JA. MONTGOMERY, Preſes. 


THO, ADAIR, Secretary. wo? 
Paper XII, 
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Paper XIII. 


GLascow, 23d Fuh, . | 
R£80LUT1ONS, at & Meeting of a SocreTY firmed 
in Glaſgow for the purpoſe of effecting Conſtitu - 


tional and Parliamentary Reform; held at the 
Prince of Wales's Tavern. | 


The LORD PROVOST, in the Chair, 


It was unanimoufly Reſolved, 


ik, T thisSociety venerate the principles 
of the Britiſh, Conſtitution, as | 
for the happwels of the people, in the ſecurity of 
their valuable Rights and Privileges, but they are 
convinced, that there is juſt cauſe to complain, 
of the numberleſs corruptions and abuſes which 
deform it, and render it in I a n 
contradiction of the theory 
2d. That theſe abuſes are ſolely to be attri- 
buted to the preſent inadequate ſtate of the Re- 
preſentation of the People, both with regard to 
the duration of Parliaments, and to the mode in 


which — are choſen to ſerve therein. 
3d. That 


„ 


3d. That it is eſſential to the purity of the Con- 
ſtitution, that the Rights of the People ſhould be 
preſerved inviolate. Hence that Right, to which 
every Britiſh Commoner is entitled, of exerciſing 
an actual ſhare in the legiſlation, or of electing 
one of thoſe who are to frame the laws, ought 
to be eſtabliſhed, on a firm and ſolid foundation, 

in order that the Commons” Houſe of Parlia- 
ment may become, in reality, the Repreſentative 
Body of the Commoners of Great Britain, nqmi- 
—— the nn 
at 

. 4th. That the preſent unconſtitutional dura- 
tion of Parliaments ought to be contracted, ſo 
as that the Right of Election may be frequently 
exerciſed by the people, as the beſt means of ſe- 
curing the integrity of their Repreſentatives, 
who, if they were to depend entirely on the ap- 
probation of their Conſtituents; for the renewal 
of their truſt, would be anxiouſly attentive to 
the faithful diſcharge of their duty. 

5th. That the privileges of equal repreſenta- 
tion, frequent elections, and the univerſal right 
of ſuffrage, « are of ſo tranſcendant a nature, 
that in oppoſition to the claim of the people to 
their enjoyment, the longeſt period of pre- 
ſcription is pleaded in vain. They form the | 
grand palladium of the nation, they are the 
birth-right of Britons ; their beſt inheritance, 
which without the complicated crimes of Trea- 
fon to their country, and injuſtice to their 


potterity, _— cannot alienate or reſign ; md | 
orm 
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form that cord of ſtrength, which alone 
des re to hold, in d tempeſt, 
the veſſel of the State.“ 
Sth. That this / ſociety will, therefore, zea- 
louſly purſue every conſtitutional and temperate 
meaſure, for effefting a 3 in the 3 
mentary Repreſentation ons 
Great - Britain, which is the — and 
leading principle of their Aſſociation. At the 
ſame time they, in the moſt ſerious manner, 
diſclaim the ſmalleſt intention or idea of excit- 
ing Sedition, or of attempting to overthrow the 
Britiſh Conſtitution. They are only anxious, 
by a timely and peaceable reform of abuſes, to 
deſtroy or to remedy evils, which have been 
ſenſibly felt, and long complained of; and they 
are humbly confident that, by profefling and 
adhering to ſuch principles, they exhibit unde- 
niable proofs of their reſpe& for the Conſtitu- 
tion, and of concern for. the peace and welfare 
of the Community of which they are Members. 

' 7th. That this Society obſerve, with pain and 
regret, the unjuſt refuſal experienced by the 
Burgeſſes of Scotland, in the laſt Parliament, to 
their application for a Reform in the internal 
Government of the Royal Burghs, which is one 
among many inſtances, of the corruption and 
abuſes introduced by unequal Repreſentation 
and proves that © every application for the re- 


* Vide. the plan of Parliamentary Reform, adopted by the 
Weſtminſter Aſſociation (of which Mr. Pitt was a Member) and 


hesse into Parliament by the Duke of Richmond, in 2580. 
dreſi 
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drefs of grievances, made to a Body of Men, no 
under the influence of their Conſtituents, 
but uniformly acting in ſubſerviency to the views | 
and intereſts of the Crown, muſt be unſucceſſ. 
faz for although it was univerſally admitted, 
that the Burgeſſes poſſeſſed an inherent and un- 
doubted right to the Reform which they de- 
manded, yet, (in compliance with that ſtedfaſt 
purpoſe, which the Commons ſeem to have laid 
down, of oppoling every meaſure of redreſt) it 


Ich. That this Society alſo embrace the ob- 
of eſtabliſhing in this kingdom, the trial 
BY JURY IN CIVIL CASES, and of confirming 
the RIGHTS OF JURORS as undoubted judges 
of, the law as well as the fact, in order that this 
mode of trial may become, what it ought to be, 
« the principal bulwark of Liberty, &c. and 2 
privilege of the higheſt and moſt Win 
nature. 
9th. That this Society will likewiſe dire 
their attention to the attainment of full and un- 
reſtrained Liberty of the Preſs, and will induf. 
triouſly ſtrive, for the acquiſition of that perfect 
and univerſal privilege, in the expreſſion of ſen- 
timents, on matters of Government and Reli. 
gion, which is conſiſtent with the free and li- 
beral nature of the Britiſſi Conſtitution. 
* Vide the plan of Parliamentary Reform, adopted by 1 the 
Weſtminfter Aſſociation, &c. 


1 Blackſtone? 8 Com. b. 3. ch. 23. 
| roth. 
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roth. That theſe Reſolutions are the effect 
of a ſerious and attentixe conſideration of the 
Subjects, and originate from the pure, ardent, 
and ſincere wiſh, of ſecuring the, public happi- 
pineſs, and of promoting peace on earth and 

-will towards men. 

11th. That this Society have the warmeſt ſen- 
timents of veneration and regard, for thoſe ex- 
cellent and diſtinguiſhed perſons wha have aſſo · 
ciated themſelves, under the honourable name 
of * The Friends of the People; and are 
anxious, in this public manner, to teſtify their 
attachment to the — cauſe which W have 


adopted. i 

12th, That for Fan Laps the. highly 
eſſential purpoſes before ſtated, this ſaciety will 
be ready to correſpond. and act in conjunction 
with the other Aſſociations formed in Great. 
Britain, with theſe objects in view, in ſo far as: 
they are influenced by the ſame calm and bene. 
ficent temper and conduct their 


which are the diſtinguiſhing charaſteriſtics and 
the prominent — of oy! ne ene ot 
1 JA. n oft To 
(3 20] 3 © 460801 ; 

$11 Dag!” 1 va2trtulay 
* q v4 AA Lie & W 4 alda 


1 "4 A * 1 , £ L 
ada 1 f 4 2454 "+154 12 1 4 14. $.- 8 


deliberations. 
and exertions, with that order and moderation. 


a , ct | 
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Paper I. 


LzTTEn addreſſed 60 the FaexnoLDERs of Yor k- 
SHIRE by the Rev. CHRISTOPHER WTV I. 


GENTLEMEN, 


J AVING been appointed by you a Member 
of your Committee, and having been ho- 
noured with your confidence in a ſtation of ſtill 
greater. truſt, as Chairman of that Body, on 
each of theſe grounds I hold myſelf reſponſible 
to you for my conduct in every Political Tranſ- 
action, in which it may be my fortune to take 
a part. In all ſuch caſes, my Conſtituents have 
a right to know what my actions have been, 
and what have been my reaſons for acting. 
But on the nt occaſion, I am free to 
own motives of prudence are combined with a 
ſenſe of my duty to you. The correſpondence 
I have held with the Volunteers of Ireland may 
be liable to MIS-REPRESENTATIONS as in- 
jurious to thoſe generous Men as to myſelf.— - 
Againſt theſe, the only means of protection is 
an unreſerved diſcloſure of all my Letters to the 
Volunteers.—Anxious, alſo, as I am, not to for- 
feit your good opinion, I feel that I cannot be 
happy 
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happy, even in your approbation, unleſs it be 
founded on a thorough knowledge of what 1 
have done. To your inſpection, therefore, I 
ſubmit the following Papers; which contain 
the Queries propoſed to me by the Volunteers of 
Ireland on the intended Reformation of the 
Parliament of that Kingdom, and the whole of 

my ſhare in the ſubſequent correſpondence to 
which that communication firſt gaveriſe. 
Ihe account given by the Volunteers of the 
Repreſentation” of the of Ireland, exhi- 
bits abuſes exactly ſimilar to thoſe which deform 
the Parliament of Britain ; and which, if not 
corrected by National Interpoſition in each 
country, appear but too likely to increaſe; till 
they become the deſtruction of every valuable 
daineds1tytct 1% cham Loguot ning i 290 T&20ot 
But mutilated as the Britiſh Conſtitution is, 
it ſtill extends to the People Rights and Privi- 
leges of great efficacy for the preſervation of Li- 
BERTY. - By a juſt and warrantable exerciſe of 
thoſe Rights, it has been your endeivour'to 
reſtore the Conſtitution, in ſome degree; to the 
vigour of its ancient State. ' And notwithſtand- 
ing repeated diſappointments, your hopes of 
ſucceſs are not extinguiſhed,” your zeal is not 
abated ; on the contrary, the Revolutions of 
this eventful year have only ſerved to convince 
you more clearly that Reformation is'rieceffary; 
and thatꝭ by a ſteady adherence to your pacific 
plan, it may finally be attained. Such were 


* 
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your views in the formation of that Aſſocia- 
tion, in whoſe proſecution you have perſevered 
with a conſtant uniformity, with an active but 
well-governed- zeal, which have gradually leſ- 
ſened the diſtruſt and-ſuſpicion of your former 
opponents, and induced many of them, by an 
extraordinary effort of candour, to concur with 
you in ſupporting the objects of your plan. 
Theſe ate acquiſitions in which you well may 
triumph; they are the conqueſts of truth, in- 
 tegrity, and public ſpirit ; they are viftorics, 
from which the victors and the vanquiſhed will 
reap equal honour and equal advantage. | 
For myſelf, while I have yourapprobation, 
I ſtand pledged not to -withdraw from the 
Public Service; and that approbation, I am 
perſuaded, will only be given to à conſtant per. 
ſeverance in your legal mode of interpoſition. 
But whenever I ſhall (ce the grounds of the 
c Afciation ſhifted, and meaſures taken, that, 
ein my apprehenſion, probably will lead to vi- 
t olence and commotion; or wheneyer I ſhall 
<« be, convinced, from the diſpoſition of the 
« cauptry in general, or that of this County in 
< particular, that no Public Good is to be ex- 
« pected; from perſeverance; in each. of theſe 
« caſes I have pledged myſelf IO REIIRE.“ 
Theſe were my declarations at a late and at 2 
former Meeting of the County af Tork; and 
permit me to aſſure you, theſe were pot engage- 
ents flightiy made, and meant as tightly te 
de broken ; they, were che effuion, of ſenti- 
ments which I had long conceived, — | 


8 4 ä 
endſes 26 Skich/2igt cond | „6 
ſpond. By the breach of theſe engagemntä, or 
the uniform obſervance of them. my character 
will be determined in your 5 judgment, either as 
A BAD CITIZEN-—OR AS ONE, WHO IN 
TIMES: OF ! NATIONAL ' ; DISTRES$/\AND 
ALARM ENDEAVQURED: TO-BREVENT 
COMMOTION, AND POINTED. 'FO/LAW-> . 
FUL ANDPACIHIC MEANS FOR BRESER- 
a IE r 

bar the honour! SER | 


W 


Lerres from the Commmtes of DELBOATES of the 
Forty-five Corps of Volunteers dee the , 
e On ˖Tor nu b D File 
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a eig of- e oli of Corre- 
ſpondence, appointed by the Delegates of 
| ror c | 
OL. | 
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19th of July, 989007 70! bg ot A ito 
Preſent, | Lieutenant-Colonel mt _ 
; 1 Ft) in the Chair. ny; 78 - 


94 AAA A 
ordered That the following Litter; ſigned 
by the Secretary in the name of this Committee, 
be forwarded to the highly. reſpected Rev. Mr. 
Wyvill of Yorkſhire, encloſing a copy of the 
Reſolutions of the Provincial. Meeting of Volun- 
teers of Munſter, and. of the proceedings of the 
forty-five Volunteer Delegates, aſſembled at 
Liſhurn, on the iſt inſtant, reſpecting a Parlia- 
mentary Reform; as alſo, a copy of the Circu- 
lar Letter written this day, by this Committee, 
to the ſeveral Corps of this Province. 


Baxraer, 1 178 
RkvzREND Sir; n Ju 7 
Y OUR marked attachment to the Rights of 
the People and the general proſperity of 
the Britiſh Empire, induce us to addreſs you on 
the preſent great and momentous occaſion. 
The Spirit of Freedom Which ' pervades all 
ranks of. People in Ireland, with the juſtice and 
wiſe policy of the Britiſh,Nation, having xemo- 
ved for ever all poſſible cauſe of jealouſy between 
the Siſter Kingdoms, and united us to Britain on 
the Baſis of equal Liberty and ſimilar Conſtitu- 
tion; it becomes the duty as it is tlie intereſt of 
each Kingdom to aſſiſt tlie other, in their endea· 
vours to reſtore to its antient purity and vigour, 
9 CL 323288 decayed 
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2 decayed, enſeebled, and ſichlyConſtitution-. 
In both Nations it is now generally acknow-» 
ledged that this great objegt can be attained; by! 
no other means hut by a Reform of the Repre- 
ſentation in Parliament, - In England the mea- 
ſure has for the preſent miſcartied, tliough ſup- 
ported. by ſo many wile, honeſt, great, and in- 
dependent Men, and by a vigorous and glorious 
- exertion of many Shires, particularly that of 
York. We truſt, however, it has miſcarried 
only for a ſeaſon, and that the next attempts will 
prove ſucceſaful. Ireland has now takes up the 
idea, and if we ſhall be ſo happy as to ſee ſurceſs 
crown our efforts, we think conſiderable weight 
will be thereby added to the endeavours of the 
Friends of the People in England; the People 
of the Two Nations united in purſuit” of the 
ſame important object. muſt be not only power- 
ful but irreſiſtible. The encloſed Papers, which 
we requeſt you may peruſe, will ſhew how far 
this country has already gone in determining 
to procure a more equal Repreſentation; the 
Unanimous Reſolutions of about fifteen thou- 
ſand Volunteers, already declared in a very few 
weeks, aſſure us that the reſolves of the Dele- 
gates of Ulſter, Who are to aſſemble at Dun- 
gannon on the eighth of Sęptember next, will 
be no leſs unanimous; and we well know that 
what the Volunteers (vaſt numbers of whom 
are Freeholders) ſhall determine on, the other 
Freeholders and People in general, who are not 
Volunteers, will adopt and ſupport, by every 
means in n Aged Fathers can- 
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not differ: from their Sons, reſpetiing a matter 
on which . 
hold dear for themſelves or their poſterity. - 
That you may ſee the very depraved' fate of 
our Repreſentation, it is neceſſury to obſerve, 
that outof three hundred Members, of which eur 
Houſe of Commons confifts, two hundred and 
twenty are returned by Boroughs; thoſe one 
Hundred and' ten Boroughs are divided into 
three claſſes, iſt, Thoſe Whets the Right of 
Llection is veſted in the Proteſtant inhabitants 
at large; ad Thoſe where the Right of Election 
is veſted in the Chief Magiſtrate, Burgeſſes, and 
Freemen; 3d, Thoſe where the Right of Elec- 
tion is confined: to the Chief Magiſtrate and 
Burgeſſes, frequentl/ not more in number than 
five or fix, and ſeldom exceeding ten or twelve, 
Almoſt all the Boroughs are either venal or cor- 
rupt, or implicitly obedient to the arbitrary will 
of their reſpective Landlords, who dictate to the 
Electors in the moſt abfolute manner. Thoſe 
Landlords clatm, by preſcription, a kind of pro- 
perty in the Boroughs, the patronage of which 
they transfer by fate, like an eſtate, and receive 
from eight to ten thouſand pounds for a Bo- 
rough. A ſeat for a Borough is generally fold 
for two thoufand pounds, ſo that every ſeven or 
cight years a Borough brings in four thouſand 
pounds to the Patr On. it 

Unhappily for Ireland, our Counties 110 are 
too much governed by our Peers and Great 
Men, whoſe influence over many of their re- 
2 tenants is great; and this conſi- 
deration 


5 4% I & 
deration bas given :riſe here to a deubt in the 
minds: of many well meaning men as. co the 

propriety of adding to the number of Knights 


of the Shire, as generally mow+tworgreatifaniilies 
endeavour to divide between thetũ the ſeuts for 
the county; the others jcither remain neuter or 
join the independent cintereR. - It is alledged, 
were there fix ſeats in each county, fix great fa- 
milies would divide them; and, againſt ſuch a 
a junction, the Independent Freetiolders would 
i be able to make any effectual oppattion. + 
May we now extreat ou, as 2 moſt important 
favour conſerred not urily un us but on | this 
kingdom, that you may be ꝓleaſed to favour us 
with your ſentiments and advice as co the beſt, 
the moſt eligible, and the moſt ꝓracticable mode 
of deſtroying, reſtraining, or counteracting chis 
Hv DRA of iCorwerron, BOROUGHIINFLU- 
ENCE; that we may be enabled to lay your 
opinion before the Provineial. Aſſembly af Be- 
legates at Dungannon; and as our laſt Meeting 
for arranging buſineſs previous thereunto, is 
fixed to be on the 20th of Auguſt, we hope u 
will be ſo obliging as to forward your reply fo 
as to be with us about that time. Many 
logies are due for this long adureſs, and for the 
very great trouble we have requeſted you to 
take; but we are young in Politics and xviſh 
for trformation from Men of more Wiſdom, 
Experience, and Abilities. This, however, wwe 
may venture to aſſert, that if we can only be 
directed to the beſt mode, the Maſs of the In- 
habitants of Treland is at this moment fo com- 
| | D 3 | pletely 
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pletely alive and ſenſible to the ILY of n 
well. digeſted Reform, that-rhere cannot remain 
a doubt, that what it attempts, in conjunction 
with the virtuous part of England, will be 
effectual. The ſeveral matters on which we 
have requeſted your opinion; are throwm into 
one view in the following eries': nic 
In order to the Purity of ent, and to 
reſtore that Conflitutional Controul which the 
Conſtituent Body boat ond over. the ae 

ſentativ e. Ir 
ift, Is it 3 5 that thoſe -Boroughs in 
which the Right of Election is veſted in a few, 
which, in general, are at the abſolute diſpoſal of 
one or two perſons, ſhould be-disfranchiſed, and 
in their place the ern & e ger in- 
creaſedꝰ 
* 24, The Proteſtatit akebitents Tonk, of near 

one million, who return three hundred Mem- 

bers; would it be wiſe to increaſe the number 
of Repreſentatives for the Kingdom at large? 

Za, A plauſible objection, mentioned above, 
has been raiſed againſt an increaſe of County 
Repreſentatives; has that argument much 
weight ? And if jt has, is it remediable ? 

ith, Should the Right of Suſſrage be extended? 
If it ſhould, who are the Proper e of that 
extenſion? 

5th, In der to guard againſt unduc in- 
fluence, would it be wiſe to have the Members 
returned by Ballot? 

6th, Would not a limitation of the duration 


| of Parliaments to a ſhorter term than eight 
| | years 


1 
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Jef than triennial ?_ - 

7th, It the aboliti the ENSLAVED Boroughs 
is neceſſary, would it be equitable or expedient 
that they ſhould be purchaſed by the Nation? 
- 8&h;-Ow/ the whole, what ſpeci node of 
Reform, in the _Repeſentation. of; Ir 


ſuits your own ideas, conſidering the NN 
of this Country, and what are the ſteps which 


you conceive beſt cp to effect hat * 


formation? 
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taining effe „ The Committee. of 
Correſpondence at „ have done me great 
honour, by aſking, the opinion of ſo humble an 


individual on a ſubject of ſuch extreme im- 
portance to the whole Iriſh Nation. 1 am truly 

ſenſible alſo; they may: have confülted bn ths 
occaſion, many perſons in this Country, | better 
qualified by their experience and ſuperior abili- 
ties, to ſuggeſt advice which may deſerve the 
attention of the propoſed. General Meeting of 
the Volunteer Delegates « of Ulſter. But neither 
that reflection, nor the preſent aflition of my 
mind from the recent loſs of a very near rela- 
tion, ſhall diſcourage me from communicating 
to the Committee at — my ſentiments with 
out 
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out reſerve. I hold it to be my duty as a Man, 
much more 43, YOUR PELLQW. $WHFECT) to con- 
tribute the beſt alliſtance iv my power, incunſi- 
derable as it may hes to promote that political 
Reformation, without which the happineſs of 
IRELAND: cannot bo ſecure. 1 undertake the 
tauce of this duty with the zeal and 
alacrity of a maſt hearty friend; but ſince my 
anſwer is not deſred at Belfaſt till the goth 
inſtant, it will be deftrred fot ſome polis, in 
order that it may be formed on the fulleſt and 
moſt attentive conſideration of the ſubject which 

e 5 

| Sir with great reſpect, 
"Four moſt odedient ſervant, 


C. WYVILL. 
Henxy Joy jun. Eſq; 
Secretary of the Committes of 
nee at Belfaſt. 
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Mr. WVVILL's Anſwer io the Queries propoſed: to 


him by the CONN 7 N r at 
Belfaſt. 15 


all attempts by a Free People to improve 

the frame of their Legiſlature, it ſeems ad- 
viſeable, as much as may be poſſible, to pre- 
ſerve antient foundations; and to ſuffer every 
part of the fabric to ſtand, which is not abſo- 
Jutely incapable af ſubſtantial repair. In my 
opinion it is unneceflary and inexpedient to 


disfranchiſe the populous Boroughs in Ireland, 
in 


t 1 


in which the Right of Election is veſted a _ 
few perſons. In fuch Boroughs, a due extenſion 
of the Right of Suffrage is ſuſſicient to obtain 
every deſirable purpoſe—but all the little depo- 
pulated; Boroughs: ought certainly to be diſ- 
franchiſed; and their privilege of Partjamentary 
Repreſentation 1houldi be transferred to thoſe 
populous Diſtriẽts which are untepreſented, or 
whoſe ſhare of Repreſentation is inadequate. /: | 
2. If in conſequence of the 
chiſement of thefwalleſt.dafs of Boroughs, a fuf. 
ficient ſhare of the Repreſentation can be-trans- 
ferred to the: larger diſtricts, it does not ſeem ne- 
ceſſary that — number of the Iriſh Houſe of 
Commons ſhould be increaſed. The Liberty of 
the Nation may be well protectad by: a Houſe 
of Commons, Whoſe Members; do net exceed 
three hundred, if thoſe Members be ſrmly con · 
nected with the Body of the Nation,. But if 
from the paucity of Boroughs proper to be 
disfranchiſed, or from the inſſuence of power» 
ful Men intereſted to preſerve ſuch Boroughs, a 
ſufficient ſhare of the Repreſentation. cannot be 
transferred to the larger diſtricts; the preſent 
number of the Houſe, of Commons i in Ireland, 
compared with the elective Body, is by no means 
ſo large as to forbid any addition of Members, 
For what ſ&ures 2 Parliament i in the intereſt of 
the Public ? DUE ELECTION, AND A SPEEDY At- 
TURN INTO THE COMMON. Mass. A Senate 
thus conſtituted would inſtantly feel-what the 
community felt, and Aithfully act e 
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to the wiſhes of their Conſtituenta. Theſe are 
the eſſential requiſites in the formation and 
conduct of a Houſe of Commons, and whete 
they are found, it is of little moment whether 
the Aſſembly confiſt of three hundred perſons, 
or of any larger number not exceeding thoſe 
limits, beyond which it is not eaſy to preferve 
order in: deliberative Aſſembly. On theſa 
grounds, it may be preſumed, that no folid ob- 
jection to an augmentation of the Iriſh Houſe 
of Commons could be offered, even if the preſent 
Electivr Body were incapable of increaſe; But 
ſince the time is perhaps arrived, or may not be 
very diſtant, when the Catholics of Ireland 
might be ſafely admitted to a participation in the 


Right of Election, the difficulty wholly vaniſbes. 


z. Where property is very unequally diſtri- 
buted, Ariſtocratical Influence will be found to 
operate wa rata A. ; and no means can be de- 
viſed completely to guard the community againſt 
the miſchievous equences of that influence, 
without a breach of the laws of property, which 
hardly ever can be juſtifiable. But regulations 
may be framed, by which the danger from an 
exceſſive power in the Ariſtocracy may be aver- 


ted, and, in ſome tolerable degree, that ſhare of 
influence may be obtained by the People, with- 
dut which they cannot poſſeſs a free Conſtitu- 
tion, or have any ſubſtantial ſecurity that the 
true intereſts of the Nation will be ſteadily pur- ' 
ſued by Government. Laws extending the Right 

pf Suffrage to fit claſſes of W 


bribery 
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bribery and expence of Hiectlons—and facilita- 
ting the Voters acceſs to the place of polling— 
theſe are the moſt obvious and effectual means 
by which the Commons may be protected againſt 
a domineering Ariſtocracy, without recurring 
to the deſperate expedient of an Agrarian Law. 
And fince the Counties of Ireland are inade- 
quately repreſented, and fince the natural lux- 
ury of the rich, and the growing induſtry of 
the poor, will combine to leflen the evil com- 
plained of, it ſeems adviſeable that the County- 
Repreſentation ſhould be reinforced ; and at 
the ſame time, that every proper. regulation to 
check the exceſs of Ariſtocratical Influence 
ſhould be introduced. 3 

4. The fourth Query has been in ſome mea: | 
ſure anſwered in reply to the third. It ſeems 
not to admit a doubt that the Right of Suf⸗ 
frage ſhould be extended in Ireland but the 
difficult part. of the queſtion is, TO WHOM ? 
Conſcious as I am how delicate the ſubſect is, I 
cannot however decline to give my ſentiments 
upon it with plainneſs and unreſeryed ſincerity. 

It is the Right of Mankind to be governed 
by their own conſent, given perſonally, or by 
Repreſentation, On this principle, all juſt Go- 
vernment has been originally formed. It was 
the principle on which our Saxon Anceſtors 
founded their Conſtitution; and though it 
muſt be admitted, that from the firſt introduc- 
tion of a Deputed Aſſembly of the People in 
England, the principle never was WT — 

| | re 
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ill Laa in my opinion, for the glare 1 
glitter of a more ſplendid ſcene, a the loſs 
of the Political Happineſs of the MANY is pgotly. 
compenſated by the pomp and magnificence of a 
FEW INDIVIDUALS... . 
In countries where property is equally divided, 
or nearly ſo, it can hardly be ſuppoſed that the 
unlimited Right of Sdffrage may not be eſta. 
bliſhed. If ſuch an exception to all Political 
Experience. ſhould occur, the circumſtances 
which could occaſion .the limitation muſt be of 
2 very extraordinary nature: But in States 
"where property has been diſtributed with con- 
{iderable inequality, ſome'diminution of popular 
privileges has uſually taken place—and in far 
the greateſt part of the GLoze, where the ex- 
tremes of riches and poverty almoſt divide each 
community, thoſe privileges have been tratnpled 
under the feet of their tyrannical rulers, and 
ſcarcely aveſtige of them is to be found. Even 
in theſe free countries of Ireland and Britain, 
there ſeems to have been à culpable propenſity 
to conti act thoſe Rights to a degree for which 
there was no ſufficient reaſon. The intereſts of 
mankind require that the ger of Society ſhould 
be 


Ul 


2 
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de broad: The rules of; e 
their natural Rights ſhould. not be taken zu, 
but upon proof of miſuſage or Political Delin- 
quency. I am-ſatisfied, therefore, that, where 
the right -of Univerſal Suffrage, has "not. been 
found actually inconſiſtent with the public ſafety, 
it ought. got to- be abridged. Bit in all caics 
where the claims of individuals are incompati- - 
ble with the general good, the privileges of a 
part of the Community muſt be-poſlponcd to 
the welfare. of the whole. For the Law of 
ſelf· preſervation is to Societies as it is to indivi- 
duals, an iridefeazable Law; and by that La 
Societies are juſtifiable which eject from the full 
enjoy ment of the Rights of Citizens, perſons td 
whom ' thoſe” Rights could not be continued 
without danger to the Public? The Election 
Franchiſe may be conſidered as both a Privilege 
and a Truſt; and Men who have been found 
incapable of executing that truſt in à manner 
not diſadvantageous to the community, are unſit 
to remain inveſted: with it. That truſt may be 
as property taken from ſuch Men, as by the con- 
ceſſion of the Advocates for its wideſt extenſion 
it may be withheld from Women, Minors, and 
Perſons” of ſome other deſcriptions» But Men, 
from whom this franchiſe has been taken, ought 
to be permitted to renounce their allegiance to 
the State, and · to transfer it to another. If in 
that caſe they acquieſted under the deprivation 
without renouncing their allepiance to the 
State or even expreſſing any diſſatis faction, 
theit aequleſcence Would amount te a tacit ac- 
a Wenne ane eee ceptance 
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ceptance of virtual Repreſentation ; 28d bey 
would til be 3 as they oughtto be, by 
their own Tor | | 

In ere in which this deprivation 
has already taken place, ſimilar reaſoning 25 
determine to what claſſes of men the Election 
Franchiſe ought to be reſtored, or may j 
be refuſed. It ought to be reſtored to all ah may 
be reaſonahly expected to exertiſe it for the | 

Public good. This is indiſputably clear; ahd ĩ it 
ſeems equally certain that it may be Juſtly x re- 

ſed to all to whom it would be unſafe to im- 
part it; whom candour would Judge moſt likely 
to miſuſe their privilege, and to ilty of t 
political delinquency for which TE: 
deprivation would be juſtifiable. 

Theſe obſervations are alike applicable to 5 
caſe of Britain and of Ireland. In both Coun- 
tries numerous claſſes of men have been. de- 
prived of this Franchiſe. But the liberal temper 
of the times, aided in each by ſome favourable 
concomitant circumſtances, has brought this 
queſtion to a ſerious diſcuſſion; what Reſtora- 
tion of the Right of Election ought to be pro- 
poſed, or is fit to be eſtabliſhed? The mere in- 
equality of property alone, is by no means a 
valid objection to the moſt extenſive reſtoration. 
For if from the love of Order, Juſtice and Li- 
berty prevalent in the lower claſſes, and the 
meek and unambitious ſpirit of their ſuperiors, 
no material danger were to be apprehended 
from the influence of a wealthy Ariſtocracy, or 
from numerous and frequent Aſſemblies of the 

| + _ Populace; 
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Populace ; in ſuch circumſtances, notwithſtand- 
ing the unequal diviſion, of property, the right 
of ſuffrage —_ be ſafely reſtored to the ex- 
cluded claſſes, and therefore it ought not to be 
refuſed. | 
Whether Ireland be a Country thus for- 
- tunately circumſtanced, or not, it behoves the 
Delegates of Ulſter to conſider with ſtrict im- 
partiality. In what degree the manners of the 
Iriſh People axe corrupt, to what extent the Pro- 
perty of their Country is unequally diſtributed, 
the Delegates will be moſt competent to judge. 
But if Ariſtocratical Power be found too pre- 
dominant in the Counties of Ireland, under yo 
_ Preſent limitations of the Right of Election; 
it is ſtated to be in the Letter of the doch of 
July by theCommittee of Belfaſt, the extenſion of 
that Right to Perſons in a ſituation of abſolute 
ce. on the Great, would render their 
Power wholly irreſiſtible. If the Capital con- 
tain a numerous and profligate populace, the 
periodical. Afſembly of that populace for . the 
purpoſe of Eleftions, would too probably pro- 
duce tumults and all the wild and pernicious 
effects of frantic inſurrection. Evils like theſe 
would be more intolerable than thoſe . abuſes 
which are now ſo juſtly complained of; and 
unleſs ſome effectual remedy were ſpeedily ap- 
plied to them would lead Ireland through a 
ſeries of fatal calamities, to the utter ruin of its 
Conſtitution. p voy I-- . 4% 
Vol. III. X _ .  Prefuming 
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Preſuming Ireland to be a Country neatly in 
this ſituation, I cannot venture to recommend 
the reſtoration of univerſal ſuffrage. In my 
_ the circumſtances here deſcribed muſt 

be conſiderably altered, - before the refuſal of 
that unlimited Privilege can be thought unjuſt. 
At preſent, the utmoſt length to which the Right 
of Election there ſeems ſafely communicable, is 
to impart it to every claſs of men, who, from 
the poſſeſſion of property to ſome ſmall amount, 
may be thought likely to exerciſe their franchiſe 
freely, and for the Public good. To concede the 
Right of Suffrage in Ireland beyond that 
boundary, appears not conſiſtent with National 
prudence, or the ſafety of the Public ; and there-. 
fore, in my apprehenſion, is not required by 
Juſtice.- In this opinion I am countenanced' by. 
the general practice of the Free States of Anti- 
quity; I am ſupported by that of modern 
Europe, and the more recent example of Ame- 
rica. In the American Republics, property is 
more equally divided, and the manners of the 
People are more ſimple, orderly, and i incorrupt 
than they are in theſe Kingdoms; and yet, in 
them, ſome qualification of property has been 
thought neceſſary to intitle Inhabitants to the 
Right of Voting. In Maſſachuſetts, and ſome 
other American States, the Landed Qualification 
exceeds that of an Engliſh Frecholder. I ſhould 
be ſtill farther confirmed in theſe ſentiments, if 
the excluded claſſes diſcovered no anxiety to 
regain this important-privilege, even when it 
became 
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decame the odject of National Debate. For 
why ſhould the work of Political Retormation 
be loaded with great, and, perhaps, inſur- 
mountable: difficulties, by ſtruggling to impart. 
to the Non - Electors a Franchiſe which they are 
neither likely to exerciſe with diſcretian, nor 
ſolicitous to obtain? 

By the rule here ſuggeſted, all Perſons paying 
Taxes within the Counties, Cities, and Bo- 
roughs of Ireland would be comprehended 
among their Voters ; and to the County-Electors 
alſo would be added. Perſons holding Land by 
Copyhold, by Leaſehold for Life, or a Term ex» 
ceeding thirty years, equal W 
ſent Freehold ification, * 

By the ſame rule it is underſtood, that Ca- 
THOLICS of ſimilar qualifications in property, 
would be admitted to the choice of Repreſen- 
tatives, together with their PRoTEsTAanT BrETH- 
REN. It muſt be confeſſed that this. conceſſion 
to Humanity and Liberal Policy, could not be 
propoſed in Britain with any proſpect of ſucceſs. 
But Ireland by granting a complete toleration to 
Catholics, has diſplayed the true ſpirit of can- 
dour and equity. And on this great occafion 
of reforming its Conſtitution, the ſame equi- 
table ſpirit will naturally lead that Country not 
to exclude thoſe men from the primary Right 
of Citizens, by whoſe aſſiſtance its own indepen- 
dence and dignity were obtained. The Catho- 
lics of former generations may have been juſtly 
degraded from the Claſs oſ Electors; becauſe an 
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approved, however neceſſary it may be to oppoſe 


| Concern, the profeſſion of errors acknowledged 


[a]. 
ATTACHMENT to a Foxrien POTENTATE, 
dangerous to the Peace and Welfare of their 
Country, may then have formed an eſſential 
part of their religious Creed. But why ſhould 
Men, whoſe religious opinions are now deemed 
inoffenfive to the State, and therefore fit to be 
tolerated by Law, be thought unfit to concur 
with their Fellow-Citizens in the Election of 
Repreſentatives? The eftabliſhed Religion would 
be ſecure as it is at preſent; becauſe Catholic 
Voters could not ele& Catholic Legiſlators. 
However their mode of Chriſtianity may be diſ- 


* 


che re · admiſſion of that ſyſtem, as the Religion 
of our Country; and no perſon diſapproves it 
more , or would reſiſt its re-eſtabliſh. 


ment more ſtrenuouſly than the writer of this 


Paper ; yet ſurely in matters of merely Civil 


to be harmleſs to the State, ought not to be-a 


_ diſqualification. . Surely Chriſtians of every ſoct 


may be admitted to enjoy thoſe political pri- 
vileges, from which perſons untinctured by any 
Religion are not excluded, If on this oecafion 
the Right of Suſfrage ſhould be extended to Ca- 
tholics, let them receive the indulgence, not 
from the inſidious clemeney of a Court, but from 
the friendſhip and magnanimity of their Protef. 
tant Fellow. Subjects, and the Peace, the Li 


| of Ireland will be unburt by the conceſſion. 


5. Elections by Ballot ſeem to be unadviſea- 
ble. In places where no undue influence can be 
| exerted, 
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exetted; the concealment of the Ballot is total-. 
ly unneceflary. But where that Influence is 
2 it ought to be reſiſted, not by a 
practice encouraging cowardly diſingenuity, and 
breach of promiſe; but by open and honour- 
able means; by means conſonant with Truth, 
Integrity, and the courageous ſpirit of Liberty. 
6. The duration of Parkameats ought to be 
limited to 2 ſhorter term than eight years. 
If it ſhould be found as practicable to obtain 
Annual as Triennial Parliaments, the preference 
in point of efficacy ſem due to Annual Parlia- 
ments. But the id} effects of Triennial, 
or of Annual Parliarhents will not be-fo ſenſibly 
felt, till the Repreſentation has been meliorated, 
gina aye ˙ APE P S190, Br Ig 


uncapenove; 

7. It would be expedient that a atisfactory 
com ſhould be given by the Nation to 
the Proprietors' of thoſt Boroughs which may 
be aboliſhed. If this were underſtood to be the 
intention of the Public, a leſs animated oppoſi- 
tion to the disfranchiſement of Boroughs might 
de expeRted, But a more harſh mode of Re- 
formation woula diſguſt and exaſperate Indivi- 
duals ; which would be extremely imprudent, 
when an expence, ſlight to a whole kingdom, 
might purchaſe their acquieſcence, and preſerve 
general harmony. Undoubtedly, a compenſa- 
tion is what ſtrict juſtice does not enjoin ; the 
_ has an abſolute right to revoke Privileges 

224 which 
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tre] 
which : are become injurious to its welfare; but 
in the view of equity, as well as-that of policy, 

this more lenient mode of correcting abuſes 
which time may have introduced, without any 
marked criminality of the preſent Proprietors, 


ſeems to be preferable. 
8. From the anſwers which have been re. 


turned to the former Queries, my opinion re- 
ſpecting the eighth and laſt Query, in ſome meas 
ſure might be collected. But the reply to the moſt 
important queſtion of them all ſhall not be leſs 
explicit than thoſe which have been already 
given. If then I had the honour to be delegated 
to attend the Meeting at Dungannon, my pre. 
ſent ideas on the ſubject would lead me 
iſt, To recommend with all poſſible earneſt» 
neſs, the Abolition of every ſmall and decayed 
Borough, and the gift of a reaſonable compen- 
ſation to every perſon immediately affected by 
that act; with permiſſion to the disfranchiſed- 
Electors to vote at Elections for their reſpective 
Counties: | 
2d, To propoſe che re. inforcement of the Re- 
preſentation by transferring to the Counties, the 
Capital, and conſiderable unrepreſented Towns, 
if there be any ſuch in Ireland, the Members 
taken from the disfranchiſed Boroughs; and 
allo by adding to them as many new Members 
as might be neceſſary clearly to turn the balance 
of Legiſlative Power in favour of the Counties, 
principal Cities, and Towns, which form the 
| Bedy 
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Body of the Nation, and in which the ſtrength 
of the Iriſh Democracy reſides ; 

3d, To ſuggeſt the utility of extending the 
Right of Suffrage to all Perſons paying taxes in 
the Counties, Cities, and Boroughs; to all Co- 
pyholders and Leaſcholders for life, or a term 
exceeding thirty years, the yearly value of 
whoſe eſtates, ſhall be at leaſt forty ſhillings ; 
and alſo the propriety of admitting Chriſtians 
of every denomination to the equal exerciſe of 
that moſt important Right of a Citizen: 

4th, To adviſe a ſhorter duration of Parlia- 
ments, preferring Annual Parliaments to Trien- 
nial, if equally attainable : 

5th, And for ſecuring the advantages of 
theſe meaſures in their full extent, to recom- 
mend the ſtricteſt prohibition of bribery and 
expence at Elections, and regulations facilita- 
ting to the reſpective Voters the exerciſe of their 
franchiſe: 

Such are the improvements which 
my mind, moſt practicable, ſafe, and — 
in the preſent State of Ireland, to reſtore to 
THE PEOPLE UNARMED, THEIR JUST. 
AND NECESSARY CONTROUL OVER 
THE REPRESENTATIVE ASSEMBLY. To 
ſome of the Delegates at Dungannon, theſe pro- 
politions might appear not extenſive enough.— 
To many more, perhaps, they might ſeem too 
extenſive to be at once adopted with prudence, 
Having, therefore, offered theſe propoſitions to 


the Meeting, I ſhould think it ill became me to 
E 4 adhere 
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adhere to them with pertinacity. On the con- 
trary, it would be more ſuitable to my very li- 
mited experience and imperfect knowledge of 
Triſh affairs, and alſo more conducive to the 
fucceſs of the Great Cauſe, to ſubmit my opi- 
nion with deference to better informed judge · 
ments; and to accede to à leſs extenſive plan 
for a ſubſtantial Reformation of Parliament, in 
favour of which a more general concurrence of 
the Volunteers might be probable. For that is 
the beſt Plan of Reformation, which is the moſt 
effectual that is likely to be attained. 

The means for obtaining thoſe regulations, or 
other improvements which may be deemed 
more ſalutary, are ſufficiently obvious. To re- 
ſtore a declining Conftitution, is the duty, the 
intereſt, and the peculiar office of the Collective 
Body. Self-Reformation is an odious taſk to 
corrupt Aſſemblies of Men, as it is to profligate 
individuals. A degenerate Parliament will 
never ſeriouſly engage in that buſineſs, but from 
the impulſe of the People. By their active zeal 
the work of Reformation muſt be begun—by 
their firmneſs and perſeverance it muſt be 
finiſhed. In a more tolerable condition of Par- 
| Hament it would be ſufficient to ſtate an a 
and of its own accord an honeſt Houſe of Com- 
mons would immediately apply the proper cor- 
rection : But when the miſchief lies in the 
frame and diſpoſition of Parliament itſelf, it 
behoves the People not only to ſpecify their 
grievance, but to point « out on what principle, 


and 
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and to what extent they erpelt redreſs. For it 
the popular complaint be well founded; Farlia- 


ment cannot be qualified to judge for the Feo- 


ple with due impartiality, nor diſpoſed ſpenta- 
neouſly to grant that mode of Reformation | 
which may appear beſt. adapted to promote 
their happineſs. Henee proceeds the principal 
difculty of this great hand narhirey When the 
fuit, tos was but one ſimple propoſition be- 
fore each Provincial Meeting; and in that pro- 
poſition every Iriſhman was agreed: If the 
Volunteer Aﬀemblies ſhould geliberate a-part 
on the general queſtion only, whether a Re- 
formation of Parliament be expedient, there is 
little reaſon to apprehend any material diverſity 
of opinion would arife. But if the queſtion to 
be conſidered, ſhould be, what ſpecific plan of 
Reformation is moſt fit to be propoſed to Par- 
liament The diſcuſſion pf that propoſition, in 
many diſtin Afﬀemblics, might unhappily di- 
vide the Volunteers. The Reformation of Par- 
liament i is an ample fictd of ſpeculation, in which 
the ſentiments of wiſe and good Men may be 
widely different: It js a ſubject of the higheſt 
practical importance on which thoſe various 
ſentiments may be maintained with warmth 
and eagerne$. In the progreſs of thoſe diſputes 
the Provincial Meetings might form different 
opinions they mig ht t de heated - they might 
be alienated the in offices of artful and inte- 
Ry Men might increaſe the diſguſt, till the 

| formation 
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formation of a General Union in favour of any 
ſpeciſic Plan, would become exceedingly difficult 
if not wholly impracticable. In order to guard 
againſt ſo fatal a diſunion, it ſeems adviſeable, 
if the ſpecific Plan ought to originate from the 
People, that A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 
DELEGATES from every part of Ireland 
ſhould meet, and determine what that ſpecific 
Plan ſhould be. By ſuch a Meeting, the Union 
of the Volunteers might be completely pre- 
ſerved ; and the application from THaT Meet- 
ing for an effectual Redreſs of Parliamentary 
Abuſes would be preſented to Parliament with 
the weight and authority of the whole Collective 
Body. It is needleſs to add that their requiſi- 
tion muſt be complicd with. . 

Such is the judgment which I have formed 
on the moſt impartial conſideration of the Que- 
ries tranſmitted for my opinion by the Com- 
mittee of Belfaſt, I feel myſelf much honoured 
by the Gentlemen who — called forth my 
ſentiments on this momentous occaſion; by im- 
poſing that honourable taſk upon me, they have 
committed to my hands an important truſt, 
which I am bound to execute with ſcrupulous 
fidelity, with conſcientious Gncerity, I am but 
too well convinced that what 1 have been able 
to ſuggeſt, deſerves not much of their attention. 
But the opinion now given has been formed 
and delivered under a ſenſe of duty. And if 
this communication offer nothing elſe which 


may be fortunate enough to meet their appro» 
bation, 
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bation, yet I am confident the Delegates of Ul. 
ſter will approve the freedom and integrity af 


anſwe 
e a MAN 1 fincergly wiſh-the enjoyment of 
Liberty, in its moſt ample extent, ta MEN in 
every climate and country; but as à fellow 
fubjec I am deeply and more inte- 
reſted in the welfare and happineſs, of IRISH. 
MEN. When the Volunteers of Ireland fuc- 
ceſsfully aſſerted the honour and independence 
of their country, | rejoiced at ita emancipation 
from an jnjurious controul. When they abo-. 
liſhed perſgcution, and gave peace and ſecurity 
to millions of their oppreſſed brethren, my 
heart concurred and approved the deed. When 
they checked the corrupt profuſion of the Pub- 
lic Money, I joined with every virtuous man in 
applauding this prelude to a more important 
Reformation, Lo reſtore a ſinking Conſtity» 
tion js their laſt and greateſt labour. It is a 
. taſk, whoſe difficulty can only be exceeded by 
the immenſe advantage reſulting from the per- 
formance, Nothing elſe can give permauent 
ſecurity to the freedom and proſperity of Ireland. 
When the zeal and ſpirit by which the Volun. 
teers gained thoſe heneſits to their country, ſhall 
be relaxed, unleſs a Radical Reformation of 
Parliament ſhall have been firſt accompliſhed, 
the benefits themſelves will not be of long dura- 
tion : They will be loſt again, or they will be 
left under circumſtances of Public Diſtreſs, in 
which enjoyment will be impoſſible, Ihe miſ- 
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chiefs of a factious and corrupt Government 
will de felt once more Miniſterial Profuſion 

will again ſeduce the Senate and impoveriſh the 
Community. In this ſtate of things, Liberty 
will be precarious, and Commerce and Induſtry 
will de undone. And then, when the poor Ca- 
thonc is ſtarving for want of employment, 
Toleration itſelf will be to him a comfort of 
Hettle avail, Even the joy excited in the public 

mind by the acquiſition of — ill 

Won fink and be loſt in the ſuperior ſenſe of 
domeſtic miſery. But I truſt a different, and a 
faf happier ſcene, is juſt ready to open upon 
Ireland. From the and virtue of the 
Iriſh people, conducted by the wiſdom of their 
Delegates, à ſubſtantial Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, with every national bleffing in its train, 
may ſoon be expected. Let them but perſevere 
in the ſame ſpirited, temperate, and legal con- 
duct which hitherto has marked their charac- 
ter with honour let them be firm let them 
be unanimous and in this juſt and — 
undertaking, as in all the reſt, THE VOLUN. 
TEERS OF IRELAND will command that ſuc- 
5 which they fo well deſerve. 
C. WYVILE, 


Poe n. 
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| Paper Iv. 


|  BvuxTou-HALL, near x, ang: 244 . 
Sia, 
A defire, my anſwer to the 
eries of the Committee of Correſpon · 
dence at Tit was tranſmitted to Lieutenant - 
Colonel Sharman at Liſburn on the 1 5th inſt. 
But wiſhing to guard againit a miſcarriage, 
which in the hurry of a General Election may 
be poſlible, I take the liberty to trouble you 
with a duplicate of my anfwer. 

The Committee of -Yorkſhire is expected to 
meet about the end of September, when yaur 
letters, and the other papers communicated by 
your reſpectable Committee, will be laid before = 
the Yorkſhire Gentlemen. I am firmly per- 
ſuaded they ke 2 at the noble ſpixix of 
Reformation which has ariſen in Ireland; they 
will fincerely wiſh to their worthy fellow-ſub- 
jects complete ſucceſs : I truſt alſo, they will ba 
moſt ready to cu · operate with them in any legal 
mode which can be deviſed, mutually to aſſiſt 
each other, in the laudable and neceflary under- 
taking to obtain. a ſubſtantial Reformation of 


Parliament, in the reſpective ane of . 
land and Great Britain. 


WWW 


HzNar Jor, Eſq; 0. .. 
Secretary to the Committee of 


Correſpondence at Belfaſt. 
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- SIR, BuzTon-HaLlt, Ofcber 1, 1783. 
ATE having tranſacted the buſineſs which 

the Meeting at York on the firſt inſt, had 
intruſted to my care, I take the earlieſt oppor- 
tunity to acknowledge your favour of the 12th 
of September; ard to offer to your reſpectable 
Committee the incloſed explanation of my ſen- 
ments, regarding the re- admiſſion of Cat! olics 
to the Right of Suffrage. 

The papers which I have had the honour t6 
receive from you, together with my replies, 
were laid before the Yorkſhire Committee on 
the firſt inſtant ; and although no formal reſolu- 
tion was paſſed upon the occaſion, yet the com- 
munication was received with every mark of 

cordiality ; and I ſhould not do juſtice to their 
ſentiments if I did not repreſent the Yorkfhire 
Gentlemen as zealous well-wiſhers to the legat 
exertions of the people of Ireland, for the 
RESTORATION of their CONSTITUTION. - 

For myſelf, I do maſt fincerely rejoice at the 
wiſe meaſures adopted by the Meeting at Dun- 
GANNON. on the eighth of September. I truſt 
they will ſecure- unanimity to the Volunteers 
of Ireland, and enable the National Convention, 
with eaſe and regularity, to accompliſh a ſafe, 
but radical Reformation of the Itiſh Parliament. 

I ws, Sia, with great reſpect, 
- -» © Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
Henzy Jor, jun. Eſq, *- C, WYVILL. 
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Paper VL 


PosTsCRIPT to Mr. _ s ANSWER to the 
Queries, Cc. 


T ſeems to be admitted in Ireland, that the 
Right of Suffrage ought to be extended to 
Men of every claſs and denomination, as far'as 
the Public Safety will conveniently allow. But 
the Volunteers of Ulſter, when they refolyed to 
ſtop there, ated with much wiſdom; at leaſt 
in my opinion, to paſs that limit would not be- 
magnanimity—it would be indifcretion and 
temerity. . . 

From the firſt communication of the Com- 
mittee of Belfaſt, it had been collected that the 
Catholics of Ireland out- number the Proteſ- 
tants, in the proportion of two to one; but 
the weight of property in the Proteſtant ſcale 
was conceived to exceed that of the Catholics: / 
in a much greater proportion. Hence the ſup- 
poſition that - the Right of voting might be. 
granted alike to Catholics and Proteſtants, of a. 
certain qualiſication in property, without trans- 
ferring to Catholics an influence in Elections 
that would be dangerous to the State. It is 
extremely probable that this calculation may be 
erroneous; but fortunately, an effectual me- 


chod has been taken by the Meeting at Dux- 
GANNON 
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GANNON to procure authentic information on 
the Subject, to be laid before the intended 
NATIONAL CONVENTION : For if on a 
queſtion of ſuch infinite-importance, a doubt 
remain on the minds of liberal and enlightened 
men, that doubt ought to be cleared up in a 
ſatisfactory manner. When the . 
between the Proteſtants and Catholics of Ire- 
land ſhall be aſcertained by accurate eſtimates 
of their comparative numbers and opulence; 
then it may be determined with due preciſion, 
how far the Right of Suffrage may be fafely 
extended. | 

That no extenſion of that Right can be ſafe, | 
which would give to this ſect af Chriſtians a 
PARLIAMENT AT THE3R DevoTION, ſeems too 
evident to need any diſcuſſion. I ſhall not 
fcruple to add, that in my judgement, no ex- 
tenſion of it can be ſafe, which by placing Pro- 
teſtants and Catholics on nearly a level 1 | 
tion of power, would open a proſpect to Catho- 
lics of the future re · eſtabliſhmont of their mode 
of religion. That would tend directly to re · 
vive thofe religious animoſities, and to excite 
that ſpirit of rivalry and eager contention, 
which, in the laſt century, diſtracted theſe 
illands; and which, after h deluged thein 
both with blood, at laſt, 4 — calmed 
and ſoothed into tranquillity under a Proteſtant 
Syſtem of Government. The maintenance of 
that eſtabliſhment is the intereſt of hr 


friend to 6 
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that more eſpecially, which in the principles and 
practice of toleration has taken a noble lead: 
And every well-wiſher to the perpetual CON- 
NECTION of Ireland and Britain, on the foot- 
ing of E LtzzTy, under the ſame Prince, 
— ſimilar Conſtitutions, and if poſſible, to their 
ſtill cloſer UNION, muſt be anxious to guard 
againſt events, by which that UNION may be 
impeded, or that CONNECTION may be in- 
fringed. It might be invidious, and it is cer- 
tainly ſuperfluous to enlarge upon theſe reaſons 
for a cautious re-admifſion of ' Catholics to the 
Right of Voting. But having acknowledged 
the neceſſity of this caution, l wiſh to exhort the 
Volunteers of ULsTzz not to be deterred by 
vain, imaginary fears—but to impart to their 
Catholic Brethren, the Right of Citizens, in that 
degree which may now be ſafely communicable 
—and ſo to extend their Conceſſions hereafter, 
as future experience may prove to be compatible 
with the Peace, the Liberty, and the eſtabliſhed 
Government of Ireland. 
I cannot cloſe this paper, without 

my conviction, that the meaſures which have 
been hitherto adopted by the popular Meetings 
in Ireland and Britain, for the recoyery af their 
reſpective Rights, are ſtrictly conformable to 
Law and the Conſtitution. But however legal 

or conſtitutional they may be, they are un- 
uſual meaſures, out of the ordinary courſe of 
the Conſtitution, and only fit to be reſorted 
to in caſes of great * If, therefore, 
Vol. III. by 
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by this extraordinary interpoſition, a ſubſtan- 
tial Renovation of the Conſtitution ſhall be 
obtained either in Ireland or in Britain, it will 
be expedient, in my judgment, that no farther 
conceſſions from Parliament be preſſed, in this 
mode, by the Collective Body in either this or 
that kingdom, till the effect of the new Regu- 


lations ſhall have been fairly tried, and popular 


interference ſhall have been found once more to 
be indiſpenſably neceſſary. | f 


In Britain, my opinion to this effect 75 . | 


already declared; and I ſhould be much defi- 
cient in the candour and fidelity, which are due 


from me to the, Volunteers of Ulſter, if adbering 


too ſcrupulouſly to the letter of their Queries, 
I ſhould decline to-offer to their conſideration, 
what, perhaps, may be materially conducive to 
the Peace ang Happinelſs of their Country. 

| | Henk W Y VIL 1. 
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LETTER from be Rev. 8 WevizL 
"Yo Ffeutenatit' Colonel SHARMAN- 


STA. 


# bor res Hut, k. 155 my 
TINA © aq | 
AM much honoured by your letter of OG 
ber 11, conveying to me {he Thanks of the 
i _ Viker 


t 2 
Ulſter Committee of Correſpondence, for Com- 
munications which they are pleaſed: to think 
uſeful, on the ſubject of a Parliamentary Re- 
form. I beg leave to trouble you, to aſſure the 
Committee, I value their approbation very 
highly; and I ſhall ever conſider it as one of 
the happy circumſtances of my life, that in their 
opinion, I have been able to contribute, in how- 
ever {mall a degree, to the pramption a IRISH 
LIBERTY. _. 

[ have read, with fingular cuiafadion, the ac- 
companying account of the proceedings at Dun- 
gannon, and the Speciſic Plan which is intended 
to be laid before the NATIONAL CON VEN- 
TION, now aſſembled at DubI N. For the re- 
ſult of the Deliberations of that Meeting I look 
with/a'confident expectation of ſucceſs, but not 
unmixed with anxiety. + Ther interpolition of 
the People by an extraordinary National Dele- 

ation, though perfectly legal and regular, and 
ablolutely — to — their Free Conſti- 
tution, is yet a new and an untried meaſure; 
for the right conduct of which, PRxRCEDENr 
can furniſh no aſſiſtance. But without laying 
too much ſtreſs on the difficulties which may 
arife from chance, or the artful management of 
Men whoare ſecret enemies to the Reformation 
of Parliament, I cannot conſider the mere mag- 
nitude of the undertaking without ſolicitude. — 
On the wiſdom and moderation of the Delegates 
depend not only the Liberties of Ireland, but in 
ſome meaſure the 4 755 aud ſucceſs of Lux 5 
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pular Aſſemblies in Britain; and in other Coun. 
tries, in times, perhaps, far beyond the age in 
which we live. Hence, on this momentous oc - 
caſion, anxious thoughts will unavoĩdably occur; 
but when I recollect the prudence and vigour 
diſplayed by the Volunteers in the courſe of 
their arduous ſtruggle for the Public Weal; 
when I conſider the juſtice of their claims, and 
the unanimity which appears to pervade the 
General Body, my apprehenſions vaniſh 5 and 
the ſuccels of the NATIONAL CONVENTION 
ſeems not to admit a doubt. 

That the event may happily correſpond with 
this expeRation is the rr 


SIR, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| C. WYVILL. 
Lieutenant-Colonel grant a. 1 
Taper VIIL : 


LETTER from the Rev. CanisToPHER WrviLL 
10 Lieutenant-Colonel SHARMAN. 
6 : 
1 oh A December 2 1783. 
FIND it * to guar d againſt miſ-repre- 


Entation bling all my letters ad- 
* pu 8 7 roof 
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dreſſed, through Lieutenant-Colonel SHarman: 
and YOURSELF, to the Committee at Belfaſt. 
But before the publication of theſe papers I wiſh 
to know, whether the Committee have any ob- 
jection to the appearance of their part of the, 
Correſpondence at, the ſame time. By an un- 
reſerved diſcloſure of the whole Correſpondence, 
our views and intentions will be more diſtinctly 
underſtood, and the means of fixing injurious 
imputations on the Committee or myſelf, will 
be mare eſſectually removed. For theſe reaſons, 
I wiſh to publiſh my letters, accompanied by 
the papers which, I have had the honour to re- 


ceive from your. reſpectable Committee. But 


if in their opinion, inconveniences which are 
not foreſeen by me, t reſult from the pro- 
duction of their letters, I truſt they will conſider 
this requeſt as inſtantly withdrawn. 


Hzxxr jor, jun. Eſq; Belfaſt. 


Paper IX. 
Accouxr of the Duxn6annon MexTinG of the 
ASt September, 1783. 


I T half paſt twelve, the Committee of Cor- 
reſpondence having taken their * 
F 3 | 
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the remaining Delegates, to the number at leaſt 
500, from 278 Corps of Volunteers, were ad- 
mitted by ticket into the lower part of the 
Diffenting Meeting-Houſe ; an amazing croud 
of ladies and gentlemen occupying the galleries. 
Colonel James STEWART, with unanimous 
"conſent, was called to the Chair, who opened 
the buſineſs by reading the Call of the 45 Corps 
met at Liſburn 1ſt July laſt; and their Addreſs 
to the Province, which had confined itſelf to the 
ſingle point of a more equal Repreſentation of 
the People in the Parliament of Ireland, 
Before the buſineſs of the day was entered 
into, the Chairman read a Letter from Lieute- 
nant-Colonet Francis Debbs, claiming his Seat 
as the Repreſentative of a Volunteer — 
Before the queſtion on his requeſt was put, it 
was explained to comprehend the idea whether 
the Aſſembly of Volunteer Delegates, could not 
with propriety debate with any fencible officer. 
The queſtion thus explained and carried unani- 
mouſly was, that the conſideration of the letter 
be poſtponed till the ſecond day of the Meeting. 
This matter being carried with a ſhew of 
ſpirit, and happy preſage of coincidence of 
opinion, a venerable old Gentleman, Mr. STz- 
WART of Killymoon, aroſe, and in a tremulous 
voice, expreſſive of fire and good ſenſe, and a 
warm heart to the glorious buſineſs of the day, 
urged the neceſſity of that Aſſembly diſcovering 
in their conduct the moſt complete unanimity; 
| h B's, N 8 4 
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as ſuch a line of conduct muſt infallibly lead to 
ſucceſs. The reverend Figure from whom this 
animated addreſs, came, and the manner of it, 
were felt by every perſon preſent, and did not 
a little tend to promote the perfect union which 
characterĩiſed the glorious proceedings of the day. 
The Committee of Correſpondenge, through 
their Chairman and Secretary, read a Report of 
their Proceeding, in which it appeared that they 
had opened a correſpondence with 2 number of 
the Firſt Characters in England; and had re- 
ceived anſwers fraught with moſt important 
information all of which expreſſed the utmoſt 
zeal and certainty of ſucceſs in the great under. 
taking. It appeared alſo that the vaſt and popu- 
lous County of York, in England, that has made 
ſuch noble ſtruggles in a Parliamentary Reform, 
had, in conſequence of the ſpirited conduct of 
Ulſter and Munſter, called a. Meeting for the 
cloſe of the preſent month, in order that the 
zeal of the two Kingdoms, operating at the ſame 
time, may level wy difliculty, and reſtore the 
— of the People to that purity, 
without which, to uſe the words of the Ulſter 
Addreſs to the three other Provinces, the unani- 
mated forms of a free Conſtitution would be a curſe ; 
and life itſelf ceaſe to be a bleſſing. Such ardour 
has that Country diſcovered already, that the 
Society for Conſtitutional Knowledge, compoſed 
of the beſt and ſome of the moſt illuſtrious Cha- 
racers in Britain, * publiſhed the Addreſs 
4 of 
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of the Forty - Five Corps to. Llſter in the public 
prints, and circulated copies of it gratis over 
that extenſive Kingdom, in order to excite a. 
ſimilar ſpirit to that which 8 1 ues 
ous effects in this. 

. The Report being cloſed, the Committes pro. 
ceeded to lay before the Aﬀembly a Syſtem of 
Ideas on the ſubject of Reform, and propoſed 
them, paragraph by paragraph; all of which 
were with very few alterations in point of ex- 
preſſion unanimouſly carried. (See the Reſolve 
at large, hereafter.) 

The Bisnoy of Dzuzr, who was a Delegate 
from the Derry Corps, made a very eminent 
figure in the debate, till ſeized with a gouty 
complaint, he was under the neceſſity of re- 
tiring. His firſt eflay was adjuſting ſome hiſto. 
rical facts relative to the early ſtate of the Re- 
preſentation of the Commons after the Norman 
Conqueſt, in which he exhibited admirable 
quickneſs and perſpicuity.— But in conſequence 
of its being urged in the courſe of debate, that 
« as the object of the Meeting was a Reform of 
cc the Commons Houſe of Parliament, the inter- 
c ference of the Peerage was informal and un- 
« neceſſary; he delivered one of the moſt ani. 
mated and intereſting orations that we remem- 
ber to have heard. He avowed that he was not 
afraid to ſay that he preferred that Meeting as a 
faithful, honeſt, and ſpirited Repreſentation of 
the People, to every other Meeting or Senate he 
; Was 


J 89 ] 
cquainted with in either kingdom; and in 


— cloſe of his ſpeech, he drew a very mortify- 
ing picture of the preſent ſtate of the Houſe of 
Lords. He declared the higheſt reverence for thy 
Volunteers, their permanence and their objedts ; 
but defied the moſt ſpirited among them to point 
out a length for the ſervice and dignity of thi 
Kingdom, to which he would not lead or follow. 
He concluded by faying, that he would : 
an opportunity of ſerving Ireland in the National 
Convention of Volunteer Delegates, or even in 
the very loweſt of their Committees, to any 
other mode of doing it in any other Aſſembly. 
His Speech was received with univerſal and 
marked applauſe, ſoon after which he retired 
from the Meeting ; having been ſeized with a 
flight gouty complaint which has fince 2 
ſublided. * 
The Meeting of the 8th September, as far as 
property and rank conſtitute it, was more fplen- 
did and great than any of the former ones.— 
There were preſent as Delegates acting under 
the inſtructions of their Corps, fifteen Members 
of the new Parliament, beſides ſeveral in the 
galleries. 

That eminent and unrivalled Senator in point 
of ability, Henry Flood, being deputed by the 
Belfaſt Firſt Company, of which he is an 
— Member, had travelled 120 miles to 
attend in his place, and comply with the written 
orders of his Corps; — but was ſtopt in his pro- 
greſs 
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greſs by a violent gouty complaint, within a 

few miles of Dungannon. The Aſſembly was 
thereby, it is to be preſumed, deprived of a dif. 
play of that profound knowledge, and un- 
equalled eloquence that have ſo often arreſted 
the attention of the Iriſh Senate ; has brought 
conviction home to a whole nation; and hag 
been a mean of procuring for Ireland an ac- 
knowledgement of its independency as a State. 

The aggregate number of Volunteers repre, 
ſented at the Meeting, was not leſs than eighteen 
thouſand—whoſe real ſentiments were conveyed 
with a degree of integrity and faithfulneſs 
which in more formal Meetings may be ex- 
pected in vain. When we reflect on the mode 
of Delegation which was by written inſtructions 
from every Company, a truer mirror of their 
wiſhes cannot be deſired, when we conſider 
that out of nine Counties, Fermanagh and 
Cavan were in the heat of conteſted Elections 
and Dowwonly juſt recovering from the fatigue 
of one, and in the moment of her aſſizes, with 
the additional circumſtance of the extreme bad- 
neſs of the weather for the two preceding days, 
the Meeting muſt be conſidered as one of the 
moſt. auguſt and reſpectable that perhaps has 
ever been experienced in any age or nation, 
Had not theſe circumſtances interfered, it is 
alledged, and with much ſhew of truth, that 
from 23,000 to 25,000 men, would that day 


| haye been repreſented. 
After 
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After the matter ak. dy the Committee 
of Correſpondence had been adopted, a Member 
of the Committee aroſe and read 2 motion in 
favour of a Declaration of Rights, expounding 
the Conſtitution of Ireland, in order, as'it' ex- 
preſſed, that Iriſhmien ſhould not hive to ſeelæ 
for an acknowledgment of their i 
in the Journals of a Foreign State. In a'ſpitited - 
debate on the queſtion, every Speaker diſcovered 
a marked regard for a meaſure that from late 
tranſactions muſt naturally take place during 
the courſe of the enſuing Seſſion oe Parliament, 
but objected to the uſe of its being then de- 
clared by a Reſolution of that Aſſembly; for 
the following reafons, via. That the call of the 
Meeting has ng limited the object to the ſingle 
point of a more equal Repreſentation of the 
Commons, their Companies had therefore given 
no inſtructions on that head, and that they | 
could not conſiſtently act under that circum. "1 
ſtance ;—others alledged that it was already —_— | 
generally the ſenſe of Volunteers, that a notice 
of it in that place was unneceflary : but the 
leading feature of objection was, that were the 
Aſſembly to deviate in the ſmalleſt degree from 
the expreſs words of the call, a door would be 
opened for the diſcuſſion of a multiplicity of in- 
ferior points, which could not be excluded but 
on the general principle of an excluſion of all 
matters ſave the one object of the call. The 
motion was, on theſe grounds, very chearfullxyx 
withdrawn by the mover, x | BS 
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The Chairman, whoſe conduct did him in the 
opinion of every perſon preſent infinite honour, 
left the chair, and Mr. Roßgar STEwarT' of, 
Newtown-Ards, the late Member for the County 
of Down was called to it. The approbation by 
the ' Ulſter Volunteer Army of this Gentleman 
was expreſſed with the utmoſt degree of 'vehe- 
mence, by every Delegate preſent. Inſtantly on 
his taking the chair, a Gentleman from a re- 
mote part of the province, whoſe voice could 
ſcarcely be heard, uſed the words, a cheer for 
Robert Stewart,” inſtantly on which the 
Houſe reſounded with three cheers, ſucceeded 
by ſuch a rage of applauſe, that ſome time 
elapſed before the Aſſembly could be brought 
to a proper ſtate for returning to buſineſs ;—a 
more glorious incitement to the virtue of a 
Senator could not be offered, than this honour- 
able teſtimony of the veneration of a Province. 

The Meeting broke up after nine at night: 
the whole buſineſs being concluded. Many 
Aſſemblies have been ſeen paſling - Reſolutions - 
with cold unanimity ; but ſuch a degree of 
calm deliberation in debate; and of univerſal 
enthuſiaſm when each queſtion was put— 
marked the proceedings of the day, as would- 
convince every obſerver of human affairs, that 
an event honourable in the higheſt degree to 
the Legiſlature, and glorious to the Nation at 
large, muſt, in ſpite of every 2 be * 


inevitable reſult. 
When 
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When the provinces. of Leinſter and Con- 
naught, have followed up the proceedings of 
Munſter and Ulſter, the world will ſee that 
nothing is difficult to the unconquerable hand 
of Freedom when backed by public ſpirit and the 


fixed . determined | 


to be free. 
1 oFualy Reproemed 
.. 39 '» > 523 
- 5o Armagh - 23 
- 42 Fermanagh - - 8 
- 35 C -. 4 
| 268 
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* 6 at 23 | "4 
Hrars of aPran of Paxtiamevrany Revotn, 
Fropoſed by the Ulſter Committee 'of Correl. 
pondence 10 the Provincial Aﬀembly of Volun- 


teers, and by them referred to the Grand Na 
| onal Convention. 


NNUAL Parkamepts—Eleftion _ Ballot 

Mean, decayed or depopulated Boroughs 
to be. deprived; diminution of Members there- 
by :occaoned to be ſupplied by giving Re- 
preſentatives to ſuch conſiderable Towng as are 
not now repreſented, and by increaſing the 
number of Repreſentatives of Counties, Cities, 
and great Towns. 


QUALIFICATIONS. 

In Counties every. Proteſtant Male (Ideots, 
Criminals, &c. excepted) having inhabited 
twelve months and for that time poſſeſſed free- 
hold worth forty ſhillings per annum clear, or 
any kind of property to the value of twenty 
pounds over and. above legal debt, to be an 
Elector. 

In Cities and Towns the ſame qualifications 
as in Counties to entitle a perſon to vote, alſo 


5 living in a houſe for which he pays five pounds 


yearly rent or more. No menial ſervant how- 
ever to vote either in County, City, or Town, 


unleſs a houſeholder paying taxes. 
| Every 
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Every perſon offering to vote, (if required . 
any Candidate or Elector,) to be obliged 
ſwear to his qualification, and that-he will vote 
' for ſuch Candidate or Candidates as he Lelieves 
moſt likely to ſupport the liberties of the Peo: 
ple in Parliament, and alſo to take the oath 
againſt bribery; all votes once ou to ſtand 
unimpeachable, but any Elector ſwearing falſely 
and thereof convicted by verdi& of a Jury, to 
forfeit twenty pounds to the Proſecutor, loſe 
his franchiſe for ever, and ſuffer the puniſhment 
allotted for perjury, If any officer make a 
falſe return, and thereof be convicted by verdict 
of a Jury, diſabilities,” heavy penalties, and a 
new Election to take place. 

Every Member returned, before taking his 
ſeat, beſides the preſent oaths, to ſwear tht he 
nor no perſon for him at His coſt or to his 
knowledge, has directly or indirectiy bribed 
any Elector to vote for him. 

A reaſonable compenſation to be made to the 
patrons of disfranchiſed Boroughs, alſo to thoſe 
of ſuch as from having the Elective Suffrage 
veſted in a- few, ſhall dengme free Ons "of 
Boroughs, at. National 

Extention of Suffrage to ſuch deſcription of 
Roman Catholics as the National Convention 
may deefn proper objects for that great truſt, — 
Ti-Rtions to be held on ſame day in the different 
Baronies, half Baronies or Pariſhes, o 1 80 


ſiniſh in one, or in a very few das. 
Total 
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Total excluſion of Penſioners and Placemen, 
— fave that the Lord-Lieutenant may appoint any 
of the Public Officers of the Crown, not exceed- 
ing fix-at any one time, 'to fit, debate and ex- 
plain the public buſineſa, but not to vote. 


Paper XI. 4 
Proz 7 the Na rio ConvenTiON 
ff IRELAND. | 


Ar 2 Meeting of Delegates from all the Vo- 
| lunteers ot Fireland, at Dublin, on Monday 
the 10th day of November, 1783, purſuant to 
the concurrent defire of the four Provinces.of 
the Kingdom, and from thence continued, by 
adjournments, till Tueſday the. 2d day of De- 
cember following, in order to take into conſi- 
deration the ſubject of a more equal Repreſenta- 
tion of the People in Parliament; the EA 
Reſolutions were agreed to — 


The Right Honourable GENERAL EARL of 
| CHARLEMONT, in the Chair. 


- Relolred unanimouſly, That on eviny queſtion, 
when two Members ſhalb defire it, the Secretary 
ſhall call the roll, and mark * Member 
votes. 


Reſolved, 


E * 1 
eee That Js be pul 
a a; vdte 24 to A. 


— and to the names of ſuch hoes 
of the Houſe of. Commons, as are abſent. — 
' obſervation be 


I an. N. 


of Ireland wegen ney 
of gratitude to their $over 
attention to the conſtituti 1 8 
rights of his faithful Su 
will zealouſly lay hold EET to 
manifeſt —— yo cm «= wp 


It being 


ents, that 2 o re 
ſentation is in FF 
Reſolved — Ya. That this 


tee, for the purpoſ Ne Re. 
form, and bee he mi on — 
Reſolved unanimauiy 

tion to ſaid Committee ti e 
of each Countys, County AK and 

of Town, to elect one of 
a Sub-Committee, tente Ll te 5 — 
to prepare and proper Flan of. Farlia- 


mentary — 222 rasse 

The General Committee bas aa den the 
Right Honourable LieutenantsColonet William 
Vor. IIl. G 5-2 Brownlow 


| 


1 1 
Brownlow their Chairman, then fut, and nomi- 
ated the following Delegates to be ol tue Sab. 
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Armagh, Right Honourable Sir Capel Molmeans, bet. 


| Cavan, Captain Saunderſon. f 
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ſpeciſied, of twenty pounds per annum, within 


the ſaid County; City, Town, Borough, or 
Manor. ; 

Reſolved unanimoufly, That no EleQor ſhall 
be deemed a reſident within any County, City, 
Town, Borough, or ' Manor,” unlefs he ſhall 
actually reſide in ſaid County, City, Town, 
Borough, or Manor, at the time of his 1 
and unleſs he ſhall have actually reſided in nid 
County, City, Town, Borough, or Matior, for 
fix months, at the leaſt; in the twelve months, 
previous to the day of the teſt of the/writ; and 
unleſs the ſaid County, City, Tow, Borough, 
or Manor, ſhall have been the ufual place of his 
refidence during the period of m/s et — 

Refolved unanimouſly, That every Fleftor do 
regiſter bis qualification, twelve monthꝭ previous 
to the day of the teſt ot the writ, to entitle him 
to exercife his right of _ Yothg'K for” Members to 
ſerve in Parliament. Dau dai 

Reſolved, That the ar of every County 
do appoint a Deputy to take the poll in each 
—=_—_ on the ſame day. 

clobved ge Thats 1 seen mean, 
8 Mer depopulated Cities, Towns; Boroughs, or 
Manors, which have hitherto returned Members 
to ſerye in Parliament, be'enabled to return Re- 
preſentatives, agreeadly- to the principles of the 
Conſtitution, by an extenſion of hife to 


the neſykbourfg Barony or Barotiies, rn or 
N © 03 | > 
9. Reſolved 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That every City, 
Town, Borough, or Manor, which hath hither- 
to returned Members to ſerve in Parliament, be 
deemed to be decayed, which did not contain, 
on the tenth day of November inſtant, within 
its precincts, a number of Electors, over and 

. Potwollopers, qualified to vote according 
to this Plan, of not leſs. than two hundred for 
the Province of Uiſter, one hundred for the 
Provinces of Munſter and Connaught, and ſe- 
venty for the Province of Leinſter; and that 
whenſogver apy City, Town, Borough, or Ma- 
nor, ſhall ſo far fall into decay as not to furniſh 
the aforeſaid number reſpectively, that Ven fo the 
ſaid City, Town, Borough, or. Manor, do geaſe 
to return Repreſentatives, till ſuch 50 as the 
aforeſaid number of Eleftors he ſpppli 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That every Frowkant 
in any City, Town, Borough, ot Manor, which 
have hitherto returned Members to ſerve in 
Parliament, ſeized of a, freehold of forty ſhil- 
lings per annum, or upwards, within the pre- 
cinẽts thereof, ſhall have a right to vote for 
Members to ſerve in Parliament for ſuch City, 
Town, Borough, or Manor. 

Reſolyed / unanimouſly, That all bye laws 
made, or to he made, by any N to 
contract the rights of, franchiſe, be declared 
illegal by act of Parliament. 

Reſolved, That eyery Proteſtant, poſſeſſed of 


2 leaſehold interckt i in any County, of the clear 
G3 yearly 
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yearly value of ten pounds, which, at les 
nal creation, was for ſixty · one years or 
and of which twenty years are unexpired, ag per 
regiſtry, be entitled to vote in faid County. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That every Proteſtant 
poſſeſſed of a leaſehold intereſt,” in any City, 
Town, Borough, or Mabor, which hath hither 
to returned Members to ſerve in Parliament, or 
within the pretincts of the fame, of the clear 
Ne te ned at its origi. 
Nail creation, was one years or upwards, 
and of which fifteen years are unexpired; as per 
regiſtry, be entitled to vote in ud Cty, Town, 
Borough, or Manor. 
Reſolved, That the duration of Parlliment 
6ught not to exterd the term of three years. | 
Reſolyed, That all Iuffrages' de given: wie 
pot, and n6t by ballot. - * 0 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That tb eme of 
any decayed, mean, or depopulated City, Towa, 
Borough, or Manor, which bath hitherto re- 
turned Members to ſerve in Parliament, hall 
vote on elections for Members to ſerve in Par. 
Hament, unleſs he ſhall have obtained his free - 
dom by birth, ſervice, or marriage, or ynleſs he 
ſhall have been an actual trader or manyfaRurer 
during the period of twelve months previous ta 
the day of the teſt of the writ, as per regiſtry. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That any perſon ac- 
5 — or holding a —— di —ç 4 
directly, other than for life, or 
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cor ramp eee e 


. That apy Member 
unanimou 
— — 2 


the Houſe of 
= "a 


te move: fer leave to bring in 3, Bil for a more 
equal — TI 
— hos eee 10 den 
Reſaly — 8 5 
— —— 2 jury, relative 28 
the Houſe of Cummons. 5 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That 

the Volunteers of Ireland, — 2 
_ in the National Convention, be given 
— — _— 
i have, 


L i& J ; 
have, with the dilintereſted ſpitit'of 
offered to ſacrifice their me 


altar of freedom.— OY WEL BIS LABS | 
541 een 243 Alt 5 
Fhe Hoi, Colonel , 14The Beli ur ildberougt yi 
Frapcls.Bernard, RH Seen Flogds, 


Ear of Genen,, V. 
The e nt, . Cal. Sir Veſe 


Reſodved Aeg That it is nge. 
ceſſary for the Delegates of Counties, Counties 
of Cities, and Counties of Towns, in conjunction | 
with the other Freeholders” of their ſeveral 
Counties, to take every meaſure vo forward the 
Plan of Reform agreed to —— — 
by convening County Meetings, or Whatever 
other Conſtitutional mode they may ind moſt 

cent; and that they not only inſtruct their 
Re epteſentarlocs to —— the ſatme in Parka. 
wr but alfo requeſt the Members of the ſevo - 
ral Cities, Towns; Boroughs, and Manors, 
within their Dounty, FOR in carrying ng the ſame 
into perfect eſſect. Fad dog; 

EReſolved meer That we earneſtly re- 
commend it to the Electors of the ſeveral Cuun - 
ties of this Kingdom to appoint proper perſons 
to make a return forthwith of each City, Teen, 
Borough, and Manor, belonging to their n 
Which is, by our plan, — decayed, to 
report by what admiſſion of Barony or Baronies 
Pariſh or Pariſhes, to the right of franchiſe, 
ſach decayed City, Town, Borough, or Manor, 
may beſt be opened, in conformity to ſaĩd plan +4 

41 and 
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1 in any particular place a Aetaddes fed 
plan ſhould, by local cirbdumſtandes, 
be — neceflary, that they da ſpecify thoſe - 
local eircùmſtances, with the utmoſt precifion, 
together with ſaci mode as may appear to them 
— be the fitteſt to be ſubſtituted in the place of 
the general regulation, aſſigning their reaſons 
for the ume but in no caſe adviſing ſuch 46. 
viation, unlbſs on the moſt manifeſt necoſſity. 
N. B. All fack infor mation is requeſted to be 
ſent to J. T AgnznnvasT, Eſq; Dublin. 
Reſolved unanimouſly, That the neceſſity of 
2 Parliamentary Roform i is manifeſt, and that He 
do exhort the Nation, by every anne 
effort. to eſſectuate ſuch Reform. 
Reſolved, That an bumble Addreſs dope 
ſented to his Majeſty from this Convention, as 
the Delegates of all the Volunteers of Ireland, 
and - that Colonel Fl ooD, and the Right Hon. 
Lieutenant-Colonel WILLIAM BrownLow, or 
either of them do preſent the ſa me. 
A copy of an Addreſs to his Majeſty being 
then produced and read, 
| Refolved, That the ſaid Addreſs be.agreed 10 
and adopted as tho Addreſs of this Convention. 
Reſolved unanimouſſy, That the thanks of 
this Convention be given to his Excellency Ge- 
neral James Fart of Charlemont, for his emi. 
nent ſervices in the Chair. 
Reſolved unammouſly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be preſented to the Right 
Hon. 


" favour of a Parliamentary R 


D 106. 1 
Hon. Licutenant-Colonel. William Brownlow, 
Chairman of the Grand Committee, or. 1 
ſtrict propriety in che Chair. * 

Refolved unanimouſly, That the — of 
this Convention be preſented to the Right Hoo. 
Calonel Robert Stewart, Chairman of the: Subs. 
Commit tee, for his ſtrict propriety in the Chair. 

Reſolced unanimouſly, That the thanks. of. 
this Convention be given to the Eaxl of Briſtol, 
for his conſtant attachment to the Vahuntecrs of 
Ireland, and his decided conduct in 

Reſolved unanimoully, That the thanks of this 
Convention be given to Colonel Flood. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
— Convention be given to James Dawſon, 
and John Talbot Aſhenhurft, Efqrs. for their 
faithful and zealous ſervices. as Secretaries. _ 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be given to Henny Gudgeon,. 
Eſq; Adjutant-General of Leinſter, ſon his ex- 
traordinary pains and attention, during the 
ſitting of this Convention. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the thanks of 
this Convention be given to the Volunteer 
Corps of the County and City of Dublin, ho 
lined the ſtreets on the roth day of November, 
1783, and who have monnted guard dg the 

ſitting of this Convention. 

Refolved unanimouſly, That the thanks. of 
this Convention be given to the Gavernore of 
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the Lying -In Hoſpital, for their politeneſs in 
ting the uſe of the Retunda for the fittings. 


of the Convention, And then ths Convention 


rye fine die. 039 B3MEFED W529 
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- JAMES DAWSON, bee 
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Nonven xx. 


"os" 


Intended ne a, Seat aer. | 


to call a General Meeting 9f the County. 


i nd n 


W. hats names are under-written, do 
moſt earneſtly requeſt the Sheriff, to 
call a General Meeting of the County, on a8 
early a day as convenlentiy may be, to conſider 
what meaſures may be proper to be taken dy this 


County, in the preſent etitical ſituation of Pub- 


lic affairs. ' 
Paper II- 


| 
| 


* 2 * 
a 23 


No ote to —ů— Joun Haut, ide 
three Advertiſements 4% be made uſe of in the 
| event of the-abſence of the Sheriff of Yorkſhire, 
or that of his refuſal to call a Meeting 2 
county 


R. WYVILL ie his compliments to 

General Hale; and takes the liberty to 
incloſe for his peruſal two advertiſements for the 
County Meeting now in contemplation; and if 
General Hale approves them, requeſts he will 
honour them with his ſignature and return 
them by the Bearer” Duplicates are ſent at the . 
ſame time, and for the ſame purpoſe to Mr, 
Chaloner. 

As Mr. Chaloner very obligingly offered to 
undertake the trouble of applying to the Sheriff 
to call a Meeting of the County, Mr. Wyvill 
would beg the favour of General Hale alſo to 
join the application. And as ſoon as the Gene- 
ral or Mr. Chaloner can communicate the reſult 
of their joint application to the Sheriff, to Mr. 
Wyvill, at Burton Hall near Bedale, Vorkſhire: 
He will immediately tranſmit one of the in- 
cloſed advertiſements, ar the caſe may require, to 
the York, Newcaſtle, and London Papers; pro- 
vided he is fortunate enough to obtain the con- 
currence and ſignature of Gentlemen of pro- 

4 * 
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perty in Richmondſlire, and the Eaſt and Weſt 
Ridings, to the number of twelve or more. 
Mr. Wyvill begs leave to ſuggeſt. to General 
Hale, the neceſſity there) is for; abſalute cregy 
till it can be known, whether a propen number 
of Gentlemen will appear in W 


meaſure. 1 nn off 10/10t0t of ar a” 
* Wh: 8 
N NI be e 1 $759; * TX 8 od, 


P. S. The third incloſed e. Ta ap- 
proved, will be inſerted with that for calling the 
Meeting, 


„ Wb. „ e — 32 24 „ * r 92 
— . 
8 —— - * —— — — P! — —— —4 —b 


I W si 5 1 


Paper, ll. d 109i121315%bA 


Advertitbent to 1 7 3 42 plBIhed in the 
event of the Sheriff's rofual to call. @ Meeting of 
the County of Yor ork... 3's 203 10 e 


To "bl GENTLEMEN, CL ne Yar 
Your 15 i 
declined Gonk Deficral 


Es of the Copunry 
* Meetſig of e Gonnty, the unter named 


HE Sheng having 


Jentlemen conceiving it to be the duty and in. 
— 8 / perſon} iu times of 
National 


ereſt of every indi 


UU 

National diſtreſs eſpecially, to exert his beſt endea · 
vours, that meaſures for che Public good may be 
concerted and carried into eſfect; do earneſtiy re- 
| - of the County of York, to meet at York Callie, 
| on Wedneſday the 22d &f December next; at 
Y ten in the forenoon, to conſider what meaſures 
= may be expedient in the preſent critical ſituation 
| of Public affair. a. 


November 24, 1779. 
UG 21. 3901 


* 


— 1 


. % 
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f . 
# 
* 
. ng ————  _________——_— 
9 . 
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Paper IV. 


| Advertiſement to' be fined and publiſhed in the 
ME ons af... 


To the GTIIAIV, CLAN Or, and Fuat - 
Ins of the County of Toux. 


Sheriff of this County being unavoida- 

bly abſent, attending his important ſervice 

in Parlament; the under- named Gentlemen, 
conceiving it to be the duty and intereſt of every 
independent Perſon, in times of National diſtreſ 
eſpecially, to exert his beſt endeavours, that 


County of York, to' meet at Tork Calle, 
Wedneſday the 22d of December. next; ut ten 
in the forenoon, to conſider what meaſures may 

be expedient in the preſent critical ſituation of 
Public affairs. 2 8 1 


November 24, 1779. 


2 


Pee v. 


2 Advertiſement, intended by wer 77 
2 1 i. 7 | 
TT — a 20 Fried: to this 
will decline to ktrend the 
at York Caſtle; on Wedneſday the 22d of D 
cember next; which is propoſed, not with/any 
E 
ral utility. The diſtceG of the | Public / catts 
loudly: Perſons of every denomi- 
nation, to endeavour in a Conſtitutional way, to 
concert miaſuzes: for their -own relief; und for 
TT OI id * 


; 
| 
| 
| 


- Dax SIR, by 


CF. ne J 


the intereſt af every man of property; and the 
example cannot be ſet by any part of the king - 
dom with more propriety and probability of 
of York, by the ex * N oY 
Yor 512 0 
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Letter from — Jonn Harz fo 
the Rev. CarIsTOPHER WYVILL. 


_ — 4 — 
5 . 
— 


Guisson ov, Nov. 24, 1779. 


| K CL £45 201A 

Have been eee ee . with the 

advertiſements incloſed, which Mr. Chaloner 
and L think wl be eventually very proper, b 

conceive it vnuld be improper for two Geſ- 

en only (one of whom has no eſtate either 


 in-:Yotkſbire or elſewhert) to apply: tod the 


Sheriff for a County Meeting. We ſhalt both be 
ready to ſet our hands to an appſicatien jcintiy 
with ſuch other Gentlemen as ſhall clauſe to con · 
cur.in-ſuch:'a:; meafie; We have figned tha 
advertiſement: to be made c uſe: of, ſhould the 
SheriF upon application refuſe td hall oh." 


r % co. ave 


L 11; 1 
Mr. Chaloner deſires me to make his excuſe 
for not writing, as he is juſt returned from 
ſhooting— Wich wm pop evra to all at Leven- 


Grove, | 

| I remain, Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Tour faithful humble ſervant, 

| J. HALE. 


Lou Sir Jans NoncLivee to the Rev. 
CHRISTOPHER WrviLL. * 


Dear Sir, 


1 * the poſt I write you this in haſte in 
anſwer to your's of the 26th November. 


of a County Meeting had received the ap- 
a of the Honourable General Cary, William. Chaloner, 
Eſq; and Lieutenant-General John Hale, during the Editor's 


ſtay with his reſpectable Friends at Leven-Grove. On his return 


home on the 25th of November, 1779, immediate perſonal appli- 
cation was made by him to ſeveral Gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood of Burton-Hallz of theſe Randolph. Marriott, Gregory 
Elſley, and John Sawrey Morritt, Eſquires, gave their concurrence 
with an alacrity which much encouraged the at the out- 
ſet of the bufineſs: Of the Gentlemen with whom opened acor- 
reſpondence on the ſubjeR Sir J. Norcliffe, was the third who en- 
gaged to promote the meaſure ; another Gentleman whoſe anſwer 
is unwillingly ſuppreſſed, had declared his affent on the 2th. of 
November ; and at the ſame time Mr. Maſon, to whom the Editor 
had not then the honour to. be known, and to whom therefore 
no explanation of the plan propoſed had been ſent, with a zeal 
which well accords with his uſual vigour and public ſir, dad af 
given his, unſolicited ſupport.” - 


— 


Vor. III. H I very 


1 JF. 
1 very willingly add my name to thoſe of the 
Gentlemen you mean to engage with.—If 2 
Meeting reſpectable and weighty can be brought 


together, I hope it may be productive of ſome 


good, and may lead the way —— 
Believe me, Dear Sir, 
Tour moſt obedient, 
; Moſt humble ſervant, 
"JAMES NORCLIFFE. 
„ Sunday, 29th Nov. 1779. — _ 


Paper VIII. 


Letter from the Honourable General Gon 
Cary to the Rev. C. WryviLL. 


My Dear Sir, 

E death of the High Sheriff I conclude 

muſt alter your advertiſement, but I hope 

need not delay your applications for the Meeting 
at York; for as I find by this morning's paper 
Lord North intends propoſing the Land Tax 
next Friday, the People's eyes ſhould be opened 
„%% 


Luv Grove, Nov. 30, 1799. 


9 


K oa {a0 0 


Tus 1 

be put in the papers than what you thought of 
when here, unleſs you can think of any thing 
fironger ; for we muſt all exert ourſelves at this 
critical time, or God knows the fate of poor 
Old England.—I am glad to hear the Eaſt- 
Riding Militia are ſoon. to be at Tork; as I am 

informed mgft of the Officers think as we do. I 
am glad of your ſucceſs, and the many reſpectable 
names you ſay have ſubſcribed. I will not in- 
trude any longer upon your time; God bleſs you 
both, I hope we may live to ſee happier days, 
which is the fincere prayer of 8 
Taͤaoouur affectionate Friend, 

& Ty G. CARY. 


9 . - . — 0 
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Circular Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL to Sir 
WILLIAM ANDERSON, and other Private Gen- 
tlemen of the County of York. 


Buzros Hart, Nev. a, 1179—Near Bedale. | 

Dear Sir, | 
. F ay Mag be- 
fore another Sheriff is appointed, by an 
advertiſement a = by a proper — 


5 
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of Gentlemen of weight and character in the 
County, has been lately made, in the North · 
Riding; and has received there, and in other 
parts of Yorkſhire as much encouragement as 
could be expected in ſo few days. It was at 
firſt intended to apply to the Sheriff, before the 
event of his death was known; and copies of 
an application, and advertiſements in the caſe 
of refuſal by the Sheriff, or his abſence from the 
County, were prepared, and had been ſigned by 
ſeveral Gentlemen. But that plan being ſet 
aſide by death; an advertiſement in ſome-de- 
gree different is now propoſed to be publiſhed 
with the ſignatures by as many Gentlemen as 
ſhall favour us with their concurrence, and au- 
thority to inſert their names, I therefore take 
the moſt expeditious. method to 2 — 
to you ſome account of the Plan. 

It is wiſhed by the Gentlemen, as far as I un- 
derſtand them, to petition the Houſe of Com- 
mons to appoint a Committee to enquire into 
the ſtate - of the Civil Liſt, that all ' finecure 
places, exorbitant ſalaries to efficient places, 
and penſions unmerited by public ſervice may 
be reſcinded and aboliſhed. 

In the preſent decline of trade and land-rents, 
and the apprehenſion of an additional land- tax, 

ſuch a meaſure, it is believed, would be ſup- 
ported by a large majority of this County; and 
if properly ſupported by an Aſſociation here, 
and by other Countics aa IR 

wo 


—_—_ WH 


y 
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would probably prove ſucceſsful in another 
Parliament. It certainly could not fail to have a 
very conſiderable effe& at the next General 
Election; and if once the fund of corruption 
was reduced, it would be an eaſy matter to 
cn the other regulations which are thought 

to reſtore the freedom of Parliament. 
. — is now, as it has ever been in 
times of great diſtreſs, the only refuge of this 
Nation; meaſures evidently tending to that de- 
ſirable end, would. meet with the general ſup- 
port of independent men; by whoſe united | 
aſſiſtance, we truſt, the Conſtitution might be 
preſerved, and reſtored to the purity of its ori- 
ginal inſtitution. 

If this ſhould appear to you a i e 
feaſible plan, we hope we ſhall be honoured with 
your ſupport, and an authority to inſert your 
name, as a Subſcriber to the advertiſement. 

I am, Dear Sir, | | 
| Ter moſt obedient ſervant, 
Ci. WYVIIL, 

I beg pardon for kinting the neceſlity of ab- 
ſolute ſecrecy in this ſtage of the 2 ex- 
cept to * friends. | 


H3 Paper X. 


LC ad F 
Paper X. 


Anſwer by Sir WII LIAN AnDzz80N to the 
Circular Letter, addreſſed to him and ather Pri- 
vate Gentlemen of the County of York. 


Dear Sir, | a ) "by 


Received your favour, and wiſh that there 
was as much Public ſpirit for the cauſe of 
Liberty in theſe parts, as there ſeems to be 
in yours ; but there is no rumour of a General 
Meeting, though I wonder that there has not been 
one who has thought on it, as the times have a 
threateninggloomy appearance fromourEnemies 
abroad, and little good is to be expected from 
our Miniſters at home, —at leaſt the preſent 
ones; for they have had unbounded power of 
money and men, and no one ſcheme or project 
has ſucceeded. As to the Meeting in the Caſtle, 
can that be had without the conſent of the 
Sheriff? I ſee by the papers that he is dead, and 
imagine ſuddenly, as we have had no account of 
his being ill. I ſuppoſe a Deputy or Under- 
Sheriff would not act; caution ſhould be taken, 
as thoſe in power would be ready enough to 
take advantage of any wrong ſtep. You will 
excuſe me having my name inſerted in the ad- 
vertiſement, as I have no property in the North- 
207 ; Riding, 


(ng ] 
Riding, and never attended your Meetings; I 


hope others in theſe parts have been applied to, 


and that they may be brought to, join in the 
cauſe :—1 fear there is little hopes of redreſs. 
] was eye-witneſs to a moſt reſpectable Petition 
figned by thouſands, as big as a portmanteau, 
flung over the left ſhoulder with as much 
eaſe as if the perſon had practiced, and the 
Lord in Waiting catched it with as much alert- 
neſs as .the Duke of Dorſet would a cricket- 
ball; theſe and many more were all laid by. 
private uſe. I wiſh that the Militia would join 
in the Petition, and not forget their landed 
property. So many people of weight are either 
—— £4 their ſeparate corps, or their duty 
in Parliament, that I fear there could not be a 


numerous Meeting. 
I am, with great regard, 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 
W. ANDERSON. 
Nov. 30, 1779. 8 : | 


H4 Paper JI. 
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appears to me to be proper upon the occaſion. 


A 
* 
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Paper XI. 


Anfirer by 1 ScrooPr, Lb to the Cir. 
cular Letter, | 
| Danzr, _ "© 1719+ 
Dear Sir, 
AM favoured with yours of a very ER 
ing and ſerious ſubject, which I muſt own 


As I have been already applied to by a Neutral 
Party upon a different plan, and have refuſed 
ſubſcribing my name to it, it would appear 
a little particular for me to ſet my hand to 
another applicatiqn, and you know I did not 
chuſe to make my appearance at Lord Faucon- 


berg's Meeting at Northallerton. So that upon the 


whole the weight of my name would be of little 
conſequence, and I ſhould think that if the 
Gentlemen of my perſuaſion were left out, it 
would be full as well for the ſucceſs of the 
affair, I ſhall have an opportunity of * this 
affair with you ſoon, 
And am, Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And humble ſervant, 
SIM. SCROOPE. 


Paper XII, 
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Paper XII. 


Anſwer by Jon S1LVESTER rey Wy to the 
Circular Letter 


Dear Sir, 


EFORE I enter upon the conſequential 
contents of your letter, you muſt permit 

me to return you thanks for the honour you 
have done an individual, in addreſſing me upon 
that ſubject. At the ſame time I am very certain 
you will find my abilities and opinion on this 
affair too weak even to throw in my mite to- 
wards remedying the evils brought on by the 
unparalleled folly and wickedneſs of our Rulers. 
It was my lot, at a former period, to be engaged 
in a ſimilar plan: why that ended unſucceſsfully 
would not be prudent to commit to paper; and 
lam very much afraid a ſcheme of this kind will 
meet with the ſame fate, unleſs, previous. to any 
ſtep taken at the Meeting, a determination to go 
firmly through with the buſineſs is there reſolved 
on; on the other hand, a reſolution of that kind 
will riſque the loſs of many Advocates for the 
cauſe. I am ſorry to add, the preſent lethargic 
and regardleſs diſpoſition, in moſt ranks of men, 
to the worſt of evils, makes an attempt to admi- 
niſter any thing ſalutary to our expiring Conſti- 
tution appear fruitleſs—at leaſt-it ſtrikes me in 
that light. At the lame time I cannot avoid 


taking 


C 


taking notice, that a thin Meeting at York will 
be matter of triumph, and add ſtrength to the 
cauſe of our Adverſaries. There is a want of 
' ſpirit amongſt the Yeomanry of this Kingdom: 
they have not that pride and independency they 
had; their whole thought and time is taken up 
in getting money by any means ; and they are 
not to be rouſed, even if a Pruflian Government 
threatened them. I entirely agree with you in 
the deplorable ſituation we are in, and alſo in 
the neceſlity there is for vigourous and fpirited 
meaſures to ſtem the torrent; at the ſame time 
I am aware that it is right to lend affiſtance, 
though the proſpect of ſucceſs be ever ſo ſmall : 
but when it is attended with the hazard of en- 
couraging the adverſe party, it makes me quite 
ſpiritleſs. However, I ſhall moſt certainly have 
the honour of paying my reſpects to you, and 
friends to the cauſe, at Vork; and both there 
and in the interim contribute all the aſſiſtance 
in my power. 
I ͤam much afraid you will think me dilatory, 
Your favour followed me here, where I have 
been thirteen days, with part of my family, and 
ſhall not return to Newland till Saturday the 
11th ; where I ſhall be very happy of being fa- 
voured with another line from vou. 
Mrs. Smith begs leave to unite her compli- 
ments with mine to you and Mrs. Wyvill; and 
Believe me, Dear Sir, | 
Moſt ſincerely your obedient ſervant, 
Worxtor, Dec. 2, 1779. JOHN S. SMITH. 
| 5 Paper XIII. 
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Tae XII. 


Anfece u l Ei Letter, by Sir Ronkar 
Horn. 


W1ntsTEAD, December 2, 1779. 
Dear Sir, | | 
Received the favour of your letter by the laſt 
poſt, and was very ſorry that I had not an 
opportunity of acknowledging it by the return, 
I am very glad to find you have made ſo good a 
beginning for an advertiſement to call a General 
Meeting at York. I doubt not that by the time 
this reaches you, you will have twenty reſpect- 

able names or more for that purpoſe; if ſo, 

beg you will add mine, and if I am well, I 

attend the Meeting, if not, I ſhall deſire my Son. 
to ſign my name to any Petition that may be 
thought proper by a majority of the Meeting. 
By the laſt poſt I received a letter from my Son 
with an account of his conference with you 
upon this ſubject, and the Plan you have formed 
upon it. I had alſo one from Mr. Croft, who 
tells me that he has wrote to Sir William An- 
derſon and Sir George Armytage, and that 
Mr. St. Quintin has wrote to his nephew Sir 
William St. Quintin ; I ſhall be very glad to ſee 
Ft their 
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their names added to the advertiſement. I am 
extremely obliged to you for your kind en- 
quiries after my health, &c. &c. / 
And I am, Dear Sir, 
Your moſt faithful. 
And obedient ſervant, 
ROBERT HILDY ARD. 


Paper XIV. 


Letter from Lieutenant-General Joun Hal x t 
the Rev. C. WvviLL. 


G18B0R0UGH, December 3d, 1779. 
My Dear Sir, 


Have been favoured with your Wann 

with the copy of the circular letter you have 
ſent to Sir George Savile, &c. &c. which I en- 
tirely approve of, as does Mr. Chaloner ; and I 
ſhould ſuppoſe the ſubject of it muſt have the 
concurrence and ſupport of every man of com- 
mon ſenſe and common honeſty in the Country. 
You are at full liberty to put Mr. Chaloner's 
and my name to the advertiſement for calling 
the County together, (though you have by _ 
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take I ſuppoſe omitted to incloſe the adver- 
tiſement in your letter). I will ſee Meſſ. Jackſon 
and Wilſon to-morrow, and don't doubt but I 
ſhall tranſmit you their conſent by Sunday's 
poſt ; and I mean to wait upon Mr. Hall, in 
order -to obtain his conſent to have his'name 
put down with the other Gentlemen. 
I am, Dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your —— humble Sa 
J. HALE. 


; Paper XV. 


Anſwer by T. Wul sox, Eſq; to the Circular 
Letter. 


Libs, the 4th December, $119. 
Dear Sir, 


: 12 much obliged to you for the honour you 
do me in communicating your ſcheme for a = 
County Meeting, and ſhould very readily ac- a 

quieſce in any thing for the good of the County, 

but can by no means think of being the firſt to 

take the lead in theſe parts, and wiſh ſome pro- 

perer perſon of weight and influence might be 

pitched upon. I have conſulted with Gentlemen 

of this neighbourhood, ſome of whom are de- 

ſirous of having the County called together, 

but except there be a very large. number of the 

moſt 
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moſt reſpectable People, we are. of WENY 
*twere better for no names to appear, (for we 
have many reſpectable men of large fortunes 
that are little known in this large County) but 
a general advertiſement for a Meeting, fixing 
time and place, and then it would be no partial 
ſet of men but any might go that choſe; when 
we are met ſay they, what are we to do, if the 
Parliament impoſes Taxes upon us we muſt pay, 
our remonſtrance will ſignify nothing; — ve 
have an inſtance of a ſet of Gentlemen who lately 
ſet on foot a Subſcription, for raiſing money to 
give BOUNTIES to ſuch as would inliſt. When 
we had paid our money, they were the firſt that 
deſerted the cauſe; alledging it was not pro- 
per to have their names appear. Others in Par- 
liament could ſay, twas before the Houſe and 
not proper for them. Upon the whole they 
laughed at us who had paid our money, and 
People here are afraid of being left in the lurch 

again. As the Sheriff is dead, Lord Rockingham 
would be the proper perſon to call a Meeting, 
whichT believe he will not do, but I fancy would 
attend if one was appointed. I intended re- 
turning this by Mr. Morritt, but I have heard 
nothing of him ſince heleft us and imagine he's 
gone back the other road. I beg my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Wyvill, 

And am, Dear Sir, 

TW moſt obedient humble ſervant, - 
THO. WILSON. 


Paper XVI. 
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q | Paper XVI. 


Letter by Sir WM. ANDERSON 0 the Rev. C. 
b WrviLL. 


Dear Sir, 


Received your favour with the encloſed ad- 
vertiſement, and as the intended plan 1s not 
to petition the throne. for redreſs but the Houſe 
of Commons, have reaſon to think its a proper 
ſep, and ſincerely wiſh it may meet with the 
approbation of the whole County. I have agreed 
with my friend Croft that my name may be in- 
ſerted in the advertiſement, and hope to have 
the honour of meeting you and many more of 
our friends at the time fixed on. The holidays 
are the propereſt ſeaſon, as the Memhers of Par- 
liament and many people of conſequence will 
be at liberty to attend the meeting. If cor- 
ruption, that fountain of all. evils, that down- 
fall of all Empires can be ſtopt, we may become 

once more a flouriſhing happy Nation. 

I am, Dear Sir, | 
Your obedient humble ſervant, 

WILLIAM ANDERSON. 

December 5th, 1179. ; 


Paper XVII. 
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Paper XVII. 


Anſwer by NaTHANIEL CHOLMLEY, Eſq; to the 
Circular Letter. 


| ena December 5th, 1779. 
Dear Sir, 


Am favoured with your letter of the it 

inſt. by this day's poſt, for which I muſt 
you to accept my beſt thanks. It encloſed t 
me a copy of an intended application to the 
High Sheriff of the County of York (now al- 
tered) to call a Public Meeting of the Gentle: 
men, Clergy, and Freeholders of the County, 
to be held at the Aﬀembly-Rooms at York the 


27th of this month, to confider what meaſures | 


may be expedient in the preſent critical ſtate of 
public affairs ; which you mention, took its riſe 
from a motion lately made in the North-Riding, 
and to which the names of many reſpectable 
Gentlemen are ſet down, as approving of the 
plan, as well as the names of others who are 
written to, but whoſe anſwers are not received: 

Now, Sir, as you are ſo obliging as to tell me 
what is propoſed to be done, if there is ſuch 2 
Meeting, 1 will freely tell you my ſentiments 
upon it and reaſons for them, but at the fame 
time, as Ido not know they are thoſe 1 


wo ww oat wood 02 Poway * a 


0 1 
other Gentleman, I am far from having even a 
wiſh, that they may be either adopted or fol- 
lowed by any other perſon who may differ from 
me in what concerns the public good; my general 
deſire is, and has been at all times, to look with 
reſpect to, and endeavour to attend all Public 
Meetings, called by the County at large on any 
great emergencies, being ever willing and deſi- 
rous as an individual, to contribute any little 
ſervice in my power, both to the ſupport and 
affiſtance of it, and the Government, when they 
are in need of any; and indeed if any particular 
part of the -County has been called together 
wherein Lloaked upon myſelf concerned, I have 
generally endeavoured to he my acquieſcence - 
in what a majority of the judgments of the Gen- 
tlemen then preſent, adopted and determined 
on for the beſt, who had an opportunity. of hear- 
ing all that cauld be ſaid on all ſides. But᷑ in the 
preſent. caſe knowing from your letter what is 
intended, if chere is ſuch a Meeting, I muſt Tay 
| cannot give my name to deſire the calling 
for thaſe purpaſes—l lat too many years 
in OY og By convinced it can be 
productive af no Public advantage; not but 
I may be af the ame — 4 and many 
other Gentlemen, that there may be a number 


of Sinecure Places withgreat Salaries, that would 


be better aboliſhed, and. their Salaries applied to 
the bene of the State, if it could be done, with 


honour to it eee , al 
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agree with you, that there may be many Penſions 
given out of the Civil Liſt, to Perſons unme. 
riting or at leaſt ſo in all appearance. Yet be. 
fore we Petition Parliament, as is propoſed, to 
appoint a Committee to inſpect into the ſtate of 
the Civil Liſt, let us a little conſider what it is 
that conſtitutes that fund called the Civil Lift, 
and how far we have a right to interfere in it.— 
In the firſt place I take it to have its exiſtence at 
preſent, only from a certain ſpecific Sum of 
Money given by Parliament to his Majeſty, for 
the ſupport and dignity of the Crown, his Royal 
Family and the Government, and intirely at his 
own diſpoſal and pleaſure (unleſs there may be 
ſome Fee Farm Rents or other ſmall Heredi. 
table Antient Revenues of the Crown added to 
it, that have not been granted away.) If any 
application is made to Parliament for an increaſe 
of that Sum, alledging that it is not ſafficient for 
the purpoſes for which it was given, then 
Parliament think they have a right to know how 
the expenditure of it has been made, ſoas to oc- 
cafion that deficiency, before they grant any in- 
creaſe to it; and this I ſpeak of with more pre- 
ciſion than 1 otherwiſe ſhould haye preſumed 
to have done, as I have known it happen in my 
own experience; and I may alſo ſay I have 
heard thoſe accounts called for, and promiſed 
when the money was voted; but I do not re- 
member to have heard that any good —— 
to , from ſo doing. All Perfons tha 
— 
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have employments under Government, pay full 
Taxes for them, I believe now for their Salaries: 
But as for many of the Great ones, their Profits: 


do not ſo much ariſe from their Salaries as from 


certain Fees, which have been long accuſtomed 
to be allowed, and are much more increaſed in 
value from the great expences the Nation is now 
at beyond what it was in former times, this is 
as matters appear to me to ſtand at preſent, - 

As the expences of Government at preſent are 


ſo great and may be neceſſary to our exiſtence as 


a Nation; money muſt be had to pay them, but 
by what Taxes they will propoſe to raiſe it, as I 


am not in the ſecret, I cannot inform you, but 


whatever they are I hope they will be juſt ones, 
which 1 ſhould not look upon What is called an 
equal Land-Tax, to be ſo, as the great difference 
that appears to be from the unequalneſs of it at 
preſent, proceeds from the great expences and 
trouble the diſtant parts of the Country from the 


Mettop6lis have been at to improve and cultivate 


their Lands, which thoſe nearer the Metro- 
polis have been enjoying, with the great advan- 
tage of plentiful Markets over the others, thoſe 
lands. being ſufficiently cultivated before the 
Land- Tax was firſt laid in 1696.—As to petition» 


ing for ſhortening the duration of Pathaments, 


I have given too many votes already on that 
Queſtion, and have always found myſelf in a 
Minority, ſo that I muſt now reſt contetited 
and believ man,. 

2 | a9 
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28 14d on that Queſtion, for be private opi- 
nions what they may, it muſt be © ſupps fed that 
Majority determines the * Bur if it 

ſhould be found that many Regulations are 
greatly wanted, as I thould not doubt but they 
are, as well as are generally wiſhed for by 
every friend to his , yet I muſt fay 1 
do not think this is the proper time, when the 
Nation is {6 engaged and I 55 many great 
difficulties of one ſort or another to get the 
better of, to attempt it, as it could not be. pro- 
E attended to, even if all parties were will. 
ing and the queſtion is of too great conſe- 
quence for — 2 to be done without * 

— gekenn it = * equally 
detrimental for us to in upon the Preroga- 
tive of the Crown as to give up the Rights of 
the People, and the moſt peaceable times, arc 
the propereſt for doubtful queſtions to be deter- 
wined on, aud much more ſo 1 "lA 
the preſent, ones are for that buſineſs, 
I , Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obedient, 

And moſt humble ſeryant, 

NA ATW. CHOLKLEY. 


3 vin. 


Anfwer i Ky Rey. en due, 
El wt Gircylgr Letter. 


: menos, . ve. 

Dear Sir, 4; 
AM much oiled 7 you 1 
to me the deſign of 2 County Meeting, and 
the ſteps that have been taken to make it 
effectual for the important purpoſes mentioned 


in your letter. I have in the courle of my lite 
attended many County Meetings, none of dich . 


(one excepted) any thing but diſap- 
pointment. A — rove to be the event 


of the — plan, the 3 may be 
ſerious, b both to he dub and individuals. My 
age and infirmities will not allow me to ſtir 
from home at this ſeaſon of the · year ; at the 
ſame time I earneſtly wiſh to have zn hour's 
converſation. with you, particularly on ſome 


things, which, if the Meeting forward, 
ſeem to m highly to concern 2 and 
Ggnizy oi the County of York, 1 
Fe en Rp clogs | 1 will 
take the Hiberty to put down a few b * upo 
paper for pon perulal, A5 I cannot paſſibly 


attend the fink Megting, the: mould 1 think be 
an impropriety in e 949 0 roc my 


patches as he has propoſed ; but nothing will be 


caſe the Petition was + as 
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hand: In the mean- time my warmeſt wiſhes 


are for its ſucceſs. I have not ſeen Mr. Hartley, 
to confer with him on the contents of your di. 


able to alter my fentiments on the ſubject. My 
Family join in our reſpectful * ta 
Mrs. To ; 
With Dear Sir, 
Jour obliged humble . 
FRANCIS BLACKBURNE, 


Paper KIN, 
Propoſitions of Reform fuggeted by the Rev, 
Archdeacon BLACKBURNE to the Rev. Carl. 
STOPHER WYVILL, in 4 Letter dated December 


7th, 1779. 


T a moſt reſpectable Meeting of the Gentle. 

men of the County of York, aſſembled for 
the purpoſe of Petitioning the Throne, that the 
Parliament which had determined Mr, Lutterell, 
to be duly elected Member of Parliament for 
the County of Middleſex, might' be difſolved ; 
2 queſtion was aſked, what was to be done in 


1 
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It was anſwered, that © a Committee was ap. 
« pointed to receive the report of thoſe Gentle · 
« men who preſented the Petition, Ap if it 
« ſhould a upon that report, that no re- 
« card —__ 9 ſaid Petition, another 
„Meeting ſhould be had to confider of a Re- 
monſtrance.“ &c, 7: ro 

It is believed there was a Meeting of ſuch a 
Committee, and that a report was made to it of 
the reception of the. Petition ; which however 
was never communicated to the Public, nor one 
word more heard of a Remonſtrance, though it 
was well known that the Petition was received 
with evident marks of contempt, _. | 

Many Subſcribers.to that Petition, highly re- 
| ſented this treatment, ſaying, * they were left 
in the lurch, and that the County was called 
together only to anſwer the views of certain 
individuals.“ | 4 

To obyiate objections to the propoſed Meeting 
on the 27th of December, taken from the event 
in 1769, ſome explicit and ſatisfactory declara- 
tion ſhould be made public, that ſome farther 
effectual ſteps will be taken in caſe the applica- 
tion intended ſhould be lighted or evaded, and 
with all ſome ſpirited notice ſhould be taken of 
the indignity put upon this great County ; by 
the contemptuous treatment of their Petition. 

It ſhould be conſidered, that the majorities in 
Parliament are on every Miniſterial queſtion 
formidable and deciſive, The dependencies on 

14 + Miniſterial 
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Miniſterial patronage among the People are nu. 
merous ; ten times more ſo perhaps among theſe 
who are out of Parliament, than thoſe who are 
in it, and I doubt not but many of thefe will 
fay, they cannot afford to ſacrifice thelr intereſt 
perhaps their livelihood to a faint, attempt to re- 
dreſs Public grievances ; which, if it ſhould tif. 
carry. would expoſe all wha join in it, to the 
vindictive reſentment” of à powerful and pro- 
voked Adminiſtration. Means ſhould be uſed 
if poſſible to abate theſe apprehenſions. | 

The Reformations propoſed are moſt highly 

proper and important; ſhould.pot the fallowing 
be added to tm. 5 

iſt. The healing that effecual ſtab tothe Con, 
flitution, the placing Lutterell as Member for 
Middleſex, by immediately expunging the vote 
which conte med his HOLES 1 altering the 
Sheriff's return. Ip 3 ne 

ad. The abſolute repeal of that part of the 

Statute. concerning Elections, which refers the 
conteſted Elections in Cities, Boxoughs, and. 
Towns Corporate to the laſt determination of 
the Houſe of Commons, by which means the 
ancient Franchiſes of ſeveral Cities, Boroughs, 
&c. have been ſuperſeded, and the Elections in 
them fallen into the hands of a ſingle Perſon. | 

3d. That no Perſons in Boroughs ſhould be 
permitted to Vote in Elections for Members of 
Parliament by aſſignment, nor unleſs they have 
been perſonally reſident in the Borough for one 
year previous to the Election. 


5 
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Papiſts be — and amended, — that 
complete liſts of thoſe who have taken the onthy 
in compliance with that act, be callod for and 
made puble. * 

6th. That Biſkops bo not allowed to Vote i 
Parliament except under certain veſtrictlons. 

7th. That every County Qallchoobs its ow 
Lieutenant, &c. &c. 86, &c. 


N. B. HOI eee 
to the Conſtitution at Great-Britainy and likely to be fatal to it in 
its conſequences, Popery is not merely the denomination of a 

ſe&, but 2 peliticateombination and confederacy, to ſub. 


vert the Rights and Liberties of all who dir b. F, 
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Paper XX. | 
Anſwer to the Circular Letter by bad | 
Muyzs, Eſq. 


A 


Dear Sir, | 
Thank you much for your obliging Letter, 
and am very happy to find this 8 is go. 


ing to do what I have long wiſhed for in my own 


mind; as the Meeting originates with the Gen 
tlemen in the Country, I hope it will be well 


attended. You are much at liberty to put 
my name to the advertiſement for calling the 


Meeting, 


> 


1 | | 
Meeting, and alſo theſe on the other fide who 


have requeſted me to ſend. theirs to you for the 
fame purpoſe. * Wilſon of Leeds dined with me 


the day after you wrote to him on this ſubject, 


who let me ſee your Letter to him, I did wiſh 
him much to give it proper fanion i in Leeds. 
I am greatly afraid he will throw cold water on 
it. His nephew Mr, Richard Wilſon will be with 
me before the poſt goes out, I will learn from 
him if any thing has been propoſed by his Uncle 
to the Gentlemen of 
6 am, with great regard, Reverend Sir, 
Four moſt obedient, 
And humble ſervant, | 
PEMBERTON MILNES, 
Wakeup, Dee. 8th, 1779. 


2 Mil Benjamin Ferrand, 

T Res — Touch, John Milne, 

Francis Maude, John Smyth of Heath, 
| — — 


About this time ſeveral diſcouraging letters had been received 
by the Editor; and one of his Friends, whoſe late loſs as 'a pub- 
lic and as a private Man he equally laments, adviſed him, on the 
sth day of December, 1779, to withdraw his propoſal. But 
the early ſupport held forth by Mr, Maſon, Sir. J. Norcliffe, 
Sir Robert Hildyard, and the Gentlemen of the North-Riding, 
forbad him to adopt that deſponding advice : His hopes of ſucceſs 


' were much increaſed by the acceſſion of Mr. Pemberton Milnes, 


and ſeveral reſpectable Gentlemen mentioned in this letter; and 
in a few days more, it became evident that fhe Meeting was 


2 meaſure approved by the genera] ſenſe of the County of York. 
Paper XXI. 
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Paper XXL 
Anſwer tothe Circular Letter iy T. GayusTon, Eſq, 


Dear Sir, 1 5 EW 

Had the honour of receiving your favour of 
che 4th date, on the ſeventh, and would by 
the return of the poſt have dong 'myſelf the 
pleaſure of anſwering it, had not company with 
private and public buſineſs prevented me.— 
Tho! I entirely accord to the propriety of the 
heads of our juſt complaints, and with you and 
the other Gentlemen, moſt devoutly wiſh any 
petition of ours, as Independent Engliſhmen, 
might have its juſt force to remove the Hire. 
lings in office, and proved Traitors -to their 
Country, I muſt confeſs I am totally againſt a 
County Meeting being called at this preſent 
criſis, but ſhall attend it if called, as Humanum 
eft errare, at dementia in errore manere.” And 
am never aſhamed to confeſs my being in the 
wrong, when convinced by more powerful ar- 
guments than I can bring for what I advance 
to the contrary, Moſt of my worthy neigh- 
bours in this ſmall angle of this late happy and 
opulent County, to whom I ſhewed Mr. Mor- 
ritt's and your Letter, are exactly of my way of 
thinking that the ſcheme is premature.—l beg 

my compliments to you and your lady, 

And am Sir, . 
Your humble ſervant, &c, &. 

THOMAS GRIMSTON, 


| KitnWicky Dec. 10, 2779. 
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Paper XXII 2 


Anſwer to the Circular Letter by Hvar Dex. 
con, Eſq. ' 


Corerove, Tueſday, 1734. 


Dear Bir, | 
„ 
— laſt, and cannot but applaud the ſen 
timents you diſcover. How far any Meeting 
is capable of effecting the end you propoſed, 
however laudable (for fach I ſincerely eſteem it) 
I will not pretend to determine: ] was ones en- 
goged in a plan of ſomething of the ſame kind, 
where my name among manyothers, much more 
reſpectable, was made uſe of to call the County 
together. At our Meeting I had the migfor- 
tune to difler from my Aflociates, as things 
ſeomed then to me to carry too much the air of 
a party ſpirit which I totally diſclaimed: It is 
Sor this reaſon I would not with to have my 
name again inſerted, though I efteem, that fuch 
- a ufe of it would do me honour. I do nat 
mean from what I have here ſaid to 
my attendance at your Meeting, if in other re- 
ſets it may be in my power. Indeed I wiſh 
with YOu, that there may be fpirit enough yet 
found in the Country to N a. proper re- 
ſentment 


E wm] 


ſemment and ſenſe of the inſanity of admini- 
ſtration, and to lead the firſt ſteps tothe amend- 
ment of our almoſt ruined Conſtitution, 
I am, Dear Sir, 4 PER 
With great 
Your moſt — 
Humble ſervant, 
HENRY DUNCOMBE. 


f A 


- 
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Paper XXIII. 


Anſwer % the Cireulat Letter zy WIIA IAA 
5 Dans, Eſq. 4 


Pax -Hnt, Der. v1 1959 

Dear Sir, hid 
CQINCE I received the favour of yours, I have 
10 read the debate in the Houfe of Lords 
upon the motion made by the Duke of Rich- 
mond, altogether ſimilar to that Which you 
make the ſubje& of your letter. Though the 
replies to it by the Lord Chancellor ind” Mini. 
{try did not appear ſatisfactory to me, 1 muſt 
own the arguments uſed by his Grace and the 
Minority did not auſwer my N 1 
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- have formerly been preſent at one or two 
County Meetings that were called with the ſame 
tendency, and cannot recollect any good re- 
ſulting from them. They are liable among 
other objections to that of the opportunity 
they furniſh furious minds with of uttering 
great indecencies, and of propoſing Reſolutions 
drawn up in terms inconſiſtent with the autho- 
rity of any Government that does not deſerve 
to be immediately overthrown. They contri- 
bute to encreaſe the National Diſunion we ſo 
much lament, and are unſeaſonable, unleſs juſti- 
fied by neceſſity, at a criſis like the preſent. 
The years and infirmities with which I feel 
myſelf oppreſſed help probably to ſtrengthen my 
preſent diſpoſition to the peace and quiet which 
they love, and incline me the- more to ſuſpend 
my determination (for I am ready to rank my- 
ſelf in the number of thoſe who are diſcon- · 
tented with the preſent ſyſtem of meaſures) till 
more frequent calls of afſemblies of the ſame 
nature aſcertain a majority of the. people in 
their favour, which majority is in my opinion 
neceſſary to juſtify any very vigorous meaſures, 
adopted under the fallacy of reaſon and violence 
of human paſſion.— My perſonal acquaintance 
with the Gentlemen who make up the liſt you 
ſend me mortifies me extremely under my ina- 
bility to concur with them, and give me leave 
to aſſure you without a compliment, more par- 
ticularly on your account, in whoſe . 
an 


r ß off on” I, A | 
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und uprightneſs of intention I have the higheſt 


confidence. I am ſorry to receive no hints 
from yourſelf or any other of Mrs. Wyvill's 
and your deſign of ſecing London this winter. 
I ſhould be glad to diſcuſs the affair more fully 
with you in perſon there, and ſhould rejoice to 
have many opportunitiesof improving my friend- 
ſhip where I have the greateſt wiſh to do it. 
And be aſſured, - EA 
I am with great truth, Dear Sir, 
Your faithful friend and ſervant, 
WILLIAM DANBY. 


Paper XXIV. 


Anſwer by Wü Lian Sora, Ec; to the 


OUR two favours found me i in Town, 

L where I had retired on ſome threaten, 
ings of gout, and on the appearance of. bad 
weather ſettling in. Permit me, Sir, to affure 
you- of my moſt grateful acknowledgments for 
theſe marks of your obliging attention-and po- 
liteneſs, I ſhall moſi aſſuredly eſteem it an ho- 
nour 


* 


„„ 
nour tb have my name inſerted in any petition 


or remonſtrance of à Gentleman of your en- 
larged and benevolent way of thinking, or with 
theſe of Sir George Savile, Mr. , 
Mt. Maſon, &c. Happy if I could flatter my- 
felf my ſubſeription could be of the ſeaſt af 
ſiſkance to a cauſe, which ſtands in © moch 
need of the moſt powerful. 
A ſpirit of prodigality u nn date Per 
vades all ranks and all ages, draws the moſt un- 
willing into its vortex, ani muſt, 1 fear, by its 
conſequences, be its own remedy. 

This Nation ſoon will be habitable only for 
Merchants, Nabobs, Officers, and Dependents 
on the nod of a Deſpot. A peace, or a truce, 
or a Tomething with America, (for we canndt 
extirpate them all) will open indeed an Aſylum 
to the Inhabitants of Great-Britain, to which 
they muſt and will reſort. 

Mrs. Conſtable begs leave to join with me in 
reſpects andi kindeſt wiſhes of health to your- 
ſelf Dear Sir, and Mrs. Wyvill, permit us to 
hope that another opportunity may offer of cul · 
tivating a friendſhip, which we o much an ſo 
fincerely covet. 

Lon are ſd good Dear Bir as to enquire after 
muy health, my yout is become lei Vidlent.— 
But — wn and ditninifh 1 My 
of 'applicativn are no longer the fame, 1 ca 
fi fries or , without inconvenience long 
0 iN to oe kwrired un - 
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derſtandings. In fine, Dear Sir, I am ſenſible 
that I grow old, and I call into my aſſiſtance 
philoſophy and (my) religion; more is not 
in my power. May you, Dear Sir, long enjoy 
every bleſſing, and continue long to do that 
good, for which thouſands to come will have 
reaſon to bleſs your memory. 101 10 Ba 

I am, with the greateſt regard. 
Dear Sir, your moſt faithful 
and moſt obedient humble fervant, 

| WILLIAM CONSTABLE. 
MANSFIELD-STREET, ef 4 t 46555 esd 


December 135 17]9> * ; Ma 


Paper XX IV. 


Anſwer to the Circular Letter by Tos 
Yoars, Efq. 


Dear Sir, | 
T gives me great pleaſure to find the ſpirit of 
Liberty and a love of our Country ſtill alive 
in theſe perilous and humiliating times; and 
ſhould think an Aſſociation to ſupport the in- 
tereſt of ſuch Candidates only at the General 
Election as ſhall engage to forward ſuch mea- 
Vol. III. * ſures 
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ſures as ſhall be recommended to them for te. 
ſtoring the independency and ſhortening the 
duration of Parliaments, and eſtabliſhing a more 
equal Repreſentation of the People, would be 
highly meritorious. Though I much doubt 
whether a Convention of the County at the re- 
queſt of ſome individuals, however reſpectable 
they may bein themſelves, would anſwer our 
expectations, and I acknowledge I cannot help 
looking upon my own name as too inconſiderable 
to appear upon the occaſion. Neither do I ap- 
prehend that the Petition will be attended with 
any other effect, than what may be hoped from 
the example. 

I ſhall have occaſion to make a journey from 
home towards the latter end of this month, but 
will endeavour to contrive my time in ſuch a 
manner, as to enable me to take York in my 


way, if I ſhould find the Gentlemen reſolved 


to carry their intention into execution of con- 
vening the County at the time you mention, 
I am, Dear Sir, 
With great regard, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
THOMAS YORKE. 


HALTON-PLACE, Der. 12, 1779. 


| Paper XXVI. 
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Paper XXVI. 


Letter from the Honourable General Gro 
Carty to the Rev. C. WrviLlL, 


8 Leven-Grove, Dec. 12th, 1779. 
Dear Sir, 


Received yours this morning, and I am glad 
the advertiſement with the liſt of names, 
will come out in next Tueiday papers; I hope 
the liſt will be thought a reſpectable one, I 
wiſhed to have ſeen the Duncombes, Wilſon of 
Leeds, the Recorder of Tork, and my friend Danby. 
I moſt heartily wiſh your laudable undertaking 
may be attended with ſucceſs. I am ſorry it is 
abſolutely out of my power to be at York either 
before, at, or after the Meeting; for though I am 
better in health than I have been for ſome years, 
yet the complaint in my knee continues as uſual, 
and I am impatient to get to Town for better 
advice, 1 hope you will find no ill effect by 
your fatigue at York. 
Believe me ever your affectionate 

G. CAREY. 


K 2 Paper XXVII. 
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Paper XXVII. 


Letter from W. CHaLoNER, Eſq; to the Rev. C. 


Wir. 


i Gisson, Dee. 12th, 1779. 
Dear Sir, 


1 favoured with your letter by this day's 
poſt. I rejoice tofind the liſt is ſo much in- 


creaſed, and hope there will be ſtill a great ad- 


dition to it before it is inſerted in the York 
papers. I did not make any application to Sir 
William Foulis or. Mr. Mauleverer, upon a ſup- 
poſition that the firſt could not attend the Meet- 
ing, and that the latter would certainly oppoſe 
the meaſure. I find Mr, Wilſon is gone to Sir 
William's to-day.in hopes of ſucceſs, but I have 
not heard the reſult of his embaſſy. I ſhall cer. 
tainly attend at York at the time mentioned, 
and believe the other Cleyeland Gentlemen who 
have figned will alſo attend, as they are all much 
for the Meeting. 
And I am, 8 
Moſt ſincerely yours, 
WILLIAM CHALONER, 


Paper XX'VIl, 
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Pager XXVII. 


Letter from J. Dar ron, Eſq; to the Rev, C. 
WrviLL. 


SLENINGFORD, Dec. 24th, 
Dear Sir, __ 


AM juſt returned from York, and have the 

pleaſure to tell you, that the Meeting of the 
County is expected to be the moſt reſpectable 
ever known upon any occaſion. All the Nobi- 
lity who have property in the County are ex- 
pected in town, among others, the Duke of 
Devonſhire, Lord Rockingham, Lords Egre- 
mont, Effin „ and a great many others.—- 
My friend Harry and I propoſe being there on 
Wedneſday, where. I ſhall have the pleaſure 
of meeting you and aſſuring you perſonally 


I am, Dear Sir, 
Your very fincere 
Friend and ſervant, 
J. DALTON, 


We muſt ſleer as clear as we can of the ap- 
pearance of Party, as I find Miniſterial People 


already begin to accuſe us with meeting with 


that view, they do you and nie much injuſtice on 


that ſcore. 


K3 Paper XXIX. 
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Paper XXIX. 


Circular Letter from the Rev. C. Wyv1LL to Sir 
GEORGE SAVILE, and other Members of Par- 
liament connected with the County of York. 


BuzTon-HAut, A Nov. 29, 1919g—near Bedali. 
Sir, 


Propoſal for calling a County Meeting be. 
fore another Sheriff is appointed, by an 
adyertiſement, when it ſhall be ſigned by a pro- 
per number of 'Gentlemen of weight and cha- 
racter in the County, has been lately made in 
the North- Riding, and has received there and 
in other parts of Yorkſhire, as much encou 
ment as could be expected in ſo few days. —lt 
was the firſt intention to apply to the Sheriff 
before the event of his death was known; and 
copies of the propoſed application and adver- 
tiſement in the caſe of his. refuſal to call the 
County, or of his abſence attending his Parlia- 
mentary duty, were prepared, and had been 
ſigned by ſeveral Gentlemen; but that plan being 
ſet aſide by his death, an advertiſement i in ſome 
degree different is now propoſed to be publiſhed 
with the ſignatures of as many Gentlemen as 
ſhall honour this attempt with their approba- 
tion and ſupport, and before the middle of next 
week — have given authority to inſert their 
a names. 
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names. I Te beg. leave to communicate 
to you the advertiſement, propoſed, together 
with an account of the plan which has, been 
agreed to by, the Gentlemen, if a Meeting 
ſhould take place. 4::9madildes 
It is wiſhed, as far a8 J underſtand the Gen. 
tlemen, to petition the Houſe of. Commons to 
appoint a Committee to enquire into the ſta ate 
of the Civil Liſt; in order that all exarhitent /a- 
laries to efficient places may he reduced; — 
all /inecure places, and, penſions wnnritgd, by 
public ſervice, may be abgliſhed. In the preſent 
decline of trade and land-rents, and the general 
i of a heavy addition to the land- 


tax in the North, more eſpecially, ſuch a mea- 
ſure it is believed would be approved by a large 


majority of this County, and if properly ſup- 
ported by an Aſſocistian here and by other 
Counties adopting a fimilar plan, would proba- 
bly prove ſucceſsful in another Parliament ; it 
certainly would not fail to have a conſiderable 
effect at the next General Election; and if once 
the fund of corruption were thus reduced, it 
would be an eaſy matter to carry the other Re- 
gulations, annual Parliaments, more County 
Members, &c. which are thought neceſſary to 
reſtore the freedom of Parliament. A free Par- 
liament is now, as it ever has been in times of 
great National diſtreſs, the beſt, if not the only 
| hope and refuge of this Country. Meaſures evi. 

dently —_— to that deſirable end would meet 
K 4 with 
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with the general fupport of independent men; 
by We a united aſſiſtance the Conſtitution 
might” be preſerved, and the Houſe of Com. 
mons reſtored to l 2 
a den appear . bes, n v Ne 
ould 2 to you, 'S 

antf 4 feaſible plan, the 2 of your fup. 
port, and an authority to inſert your name a8 a 
fabſetiber to the incloſed advertiſement, would 
ived with the higheſt ſatisfaRion by the 
Genttimen who promote the undertaking.” - 
indoſed papet contains liſts of thoſe Gen- 
une who have declared in favour: of this mea. 
fare; and of thoſe who having been applled to 

very kately ee be been e er their 
Wc. eme © | 
Iam, Sir, with the Free, 
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Pale XXX. 


Anſwer zy Sir Gzogct SaviLE to the Circular 
Letter, deted Nov.,29, 1779, and addreſſed to 
bin and other Member of Parliament. | 


| LivsnPoot, Dec. 115, 1779: 
Sir, . 


-OU will nahe de forpriſed at the long 
interval between the date of the letter 

I have had the honour of from you, and that of 
this anfwer to it. It will be explained when I 
_ acquaint you that your letter and packet (which 
was ſent up to London) did not come to my 
hands at this place till the other day, although'I 
have fince unavoidably let à poſt or two flip 
without acknowledging the receipt of it. I did 
not loſs a moment in forwarding the incloſed 
letters according to their directions, which I 
found had loft ſo much time by my abſence 
from London. Indeed I ſhould have blamed 
myſelf very much, as well as been concerned for 
that abſence, if it had been owing to any pri- 
vate avocation or to the purſuit of any pleaſures, 
or were any buſineſs of my own. Tou will 
ſce, however, that owing to this delay, the four 
letters in queſtion would not reach the Gentle. 
men to whom they were directed, till conſidera. 
bly 12 the 6th; = 4 mentioned for the 


period 


| 
RB 
| 
| 
BY 
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period at which you was to form a judgment 
of the propriety of the meaſure or probability 
of its ſucceſs. I judge they would (if in Lon. | 
don) receive their letters about this day. 
The preſent fituation of public affairs is fo 
alarming and in ſome. reſpects ſo different in 
kind as well as in degree from what we have 
had experience of, that I confeſs to you, I do 
not find it eaſy to come to a concluſion in my - 
own mind what is beſt to be done, or perhaps 


1 ſhould. add (which is full as rational) by whom. 


In a courſe of but a ſmall number of years, we 


have ſeen a ſucceſſion of events take place, the 
propheſy of which would have met with no credit. 


Compare our ſituation but a few years ago with 
our ſituation pow, and the change will appear 
ſuch, that I believe one might affirm the odds 
would be againſt any ſet of men proceeding in 
doing /o much work in ſo little a time if it was 
to do again. I feel I aſſure you a very 
high ſatisfaction in being able to ſay that I do 
not recollect one ſingle inſtance in which I have 


not to the beſt of my power reliſted every mea. 


ſure that has led us into this fituation. And 
year after year (as things grew evidently worſe 


and worſe) I thought it was impoflible but that 
thoſe from whom we receive our cammiſſion ; thoſe for 


whom wwe are. appointed to act; theſe whoſe intereſts 
we are delegated to look after ; and for whoſe well 


being Government itſelf is inſtituted: I ſay I thought 
it impoſſible but that they would at laſt feel 


enough to make them enquire whether every 
__ 
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thing was right or not. One thing however I 
thought I ſaw pretty clearly; that till the pub. 
lic mind was awakened, no change would take 
place. Diſaſter after difaſter, defeat after defeat, 
loſs after loſs, diſgrace after diſgrace made nomore 
difference in the number on a diviſion than the 
arguments had done before; or, the prophe. 
cies which had been made of thoſe diſaſters, 
loſſes, and defeats. Nay we are told with 
gravity that the worſe our ſucceſi the more likely 
our luck was to turen. 
At the ſame time I entertained an opinion 
(whether right or wrong I know not) that this 
mult be left to the feelings of the Country itſelf, 
and that no good would be done, but rather hure 
by any of the minority in Parliament affeRing to 
take a lead in it... I therefore ſat down ( not ſatis- 
fied or contented) but perſuaded that there was 
no remedy but waiting till things were intolerable, 
and therefore, would be borne no longer. I 
remain pretty much in that opinion, and that 
it ſhould he your own act and deed. When- 
ever a Meeting is held-(which I preſume will 
hardly now be thought of ſo ſoon as mentioned 
in your letter) I ſhall hold it my duty to attend. 
My buſineſs, will not be to lay before my Con- 
ſtituents the melancholy ſtate of public affairs; 
God knows there will be little need of that; 
but to confeſs with much ſorrow that I cannot 
give them the ſmalleſt expectation of any amend- 
ment from the quarter to which old cuſtom 
would naturally lead them to look. 8 
| | The 
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| The terms of the advertiſement ſeem to me 
very proper. The objects of the Meeting us 
generally explained in your letter may admit of 
more conſideration. I ſhould entertain doubts 
whether the three inquiries there ſuggeſted, 
however proper (and highly ſo they are) in 
themſelves, would produce their effe& ſoon 

to meet the preſent emergency. [ 
fear, the exorbitant ſalaries, the ſinecuret, the pen- 
frons, (to which if you pleaſe I will add the con- 
trafts and other things of like effeft,) have al. 
ready done their work and produced that fitua. 
tion which we now begin to feel : It is poſſible 
too, that ſome of them may be enjoyed by thoſe 
who are to be petitioned torednce or aboliſh them. 
+ The mere ſetting or not ſetting my name to 
the advertiſement I look upon as of no very 
great conſequence, I incline to think, for the 
reaſon above given, that propriety is on the fide 
of not doing it. I think if the Country feel, the 
Country muſt ſpeak. If it does not, I with it to 
be ſilent, I am as free to declare, that if it does 
feet it ought to ſpeak, and in the manner which 
is moſt likely to bring the relief ſought for,— 
In ſmall or ordinary matters the peop/e, having 
ted their powers to their Repreſentatives, 
would rather diſturb than advance the public 
buſineſs by mixing in their Counſels, but there 
are caſes in which, as they have a ſupreme right, 
ſo they may have good cauſe to remind thoſe who 
forget it, whence the fountain of poever flows. 


When 
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— they muſt judge! | 
I by no means, when I fat down, thought of 
troubling you with fo long 4 letter, but indeed 
i is not eaſy to bring within a very ſhort com- 
paſs, all that ſuggeſts itſelf in a matter of 2 

itude and importance. 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, with great regard, 
Tour moſt obedient, -' 
Humble fervant, © 
| G. SAVIEE. 


Paper XXII. 


Anſwer by the Rev. C. wren t Sir Gronon 
SAviLEt's Letter, dated Deo. 11th, 1779. 
Bon ron-Harr, December 18, _ 


Tenge honour of your very con: 
fidential communication of December 11th, 
and I beg leave to return you my thanks, in the 
warmeſt adder, for the die and Und e 
declaration of your ſentiments on the ſubject of 
a County Meeting, and the tranſactions propoſed 
at it, I am happy to be able to aſſure you that 

the 


1 


the buſineſs has now a better aſpect, and pro- 
miſes more ſucceſs, than could have been ex- 
pected with any reaſon, at the time I had the 
honour to mention it to you, T he advertiſe. 
ment has appeared in the York paper, with 
above 100 names annexed ; and, I underſtand, 

many Gentlemen who at firſt ood aloof, and 


for various reaſons declined engaging with us, 


are determined to attend the Meeting, and to 
ſupport the Petition for a reduction of the Civil 
Liſt. Among the Yeomanry the ſame ſpirit 
prevails: I think, therefore, it is beyond a doubt 
the Meeting will be numerous; — l wiſh the re- 
ſolutions of it may be alſo firm and temperate— 
nothing elſe can give weight to the meaſures 
adopted at it, and produce that union of Inde- 
pendent Men, in ſupport of the Conſtitution, 
which can alone preſerve it in the preſent criſis, 
The unhappy meaſures to which you, Sir, have 

n ſo meritorious a reſiſtance in Parliament, 
have degraded the Nation from that power and 
pre-eminence to which a long ſeries of wiſe and 
equitable government had raiſed it. The work 
of wiſdom and equity, for more than one age, 


has been aſtoniſhingly undone in. a few years 
by folly and oppreſſion. ENGLAND. muſt be 


an impoveriſhed Country ; I fear no human 


wiſdom can retrieve our affairs in that reſpect; 


no ſucceſs in war can compenſate the expences 
of it, nor any dexterity in negociation recover 
the Country we have loſt; but I conceive there 
| is 
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is a probability, that improvements in our Con- 
ſtitution may now be obtained, which it would 
have been ridiculous to expect in times of 
greater National eaſe and proſperity. If thoſe 
improvements are held out to the Public, un- 
mixed with matter of a more diſputable nature, 
and free from every meaſure which may be 
liable to the imputation of Party, I truſt there is 
{till ſufficient vigour and public ſpirit left in this 
Kingdom to form a Country Party able to cope 
with the Crown, and to fave the Conſtitution. 
Theſe were the views with which a very private 
Individual ventured to propoſe a Meeting of the 
County, to petition Parliament to.abridge the 
Civil Liſt. Your general approbation of the 
idea gives him the greateſt encoutagement to 
hope, that ſome public good may be the conſe. 
quence of this propoſition, when more maturely 
conſidered and corrected by the advice of Gen- 
tlemen of more experience and better judgment 
in public buſineſs. On this account I am moſt; 
happy to find there is reaſon to hope the Meet- 
ing will be honoured with your attendance, 
which will certainly give it the greateſt weight 
and dignity, and will be of moſt eſſential advan- . 
tage in conducting the reſolutions of the Meet- . 


ing with propriety, and to ſome. purpoſe of 
general utility. 


once more beg leave to expreſs my grateful , 


acknowledgments of the confidence with which 
| vou 
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you have been pleaſed to honour me; and to 
affore you, Sir, that Iam, in the fulleſt and moſt 


extenſive ſenſe of the words, 
| Your moſt faithful and 
Obeqdient humble ſervant, 
R WYVILL, 
I. Paper XXXI. A 
Letter by Sir Gzonot Says to the Rev. C. 
WrVvIIX. 


Liyroor, December 17, 1779. 
Sir, | 8 
Troubled you with a lonyiſh letter the other 
J day on the ſubject of the propoſed Meeting 
at York; which letter I hope you have before 
this time received. I have ſince heard that the 
day of meeting is fixed for the zoth, and I pro- 
poſe to have the honour” of paying my duty 
there. TI learn by letter from London, that my 
friend Mr. Hartley bas moved (or given notice 
that he ſhould move) for a bill to ſecure better 
the independence of Parliament, by incapacita- 
. This falls in with 


a part 
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a part of the plan as you explained it to me; I 
mean ſo far as it tends to leflen that corruption 
which is indeed the original cauſe of the evils 
we complain of. 9 n Pt 
I wrote my laſt letter in ſome haſte; and 
indeed it is nearly the ſame caſe now, having 
pretty conſtant occupation. | 
I am, Sir, with great regard, 
Your moſt obedient and 
Mloſt humble ſervant, 
1 G. SAVILE. 


Paper XXXIII. 

Anſwer by Sir Ca Wray to the Circular 
Letter addreſſed to him and other Members f 
Parli 1 t; N 3 N . | 

Sir, 4 Fa. [eg 

Have received the favour of yours, and I 

do intirely coincide with you in ſentiments 
on the preſent critical ſituation of public affairs, 
and on your propoſed meaſure to put them into 

a better train. Far, though from being ſanguine 

in my expectations, that any immediate good- 

will be the reſult of your endeavours. 

Vol. III. mo” The 
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The property I poſſeſs in the County of York, 
though ſufficient to entitle me a Frecholder, is 
not of that magnitude to give me any lead in 
ſuch an undertaking. If however you ſhould 
be of opinion, that the name of ſo ſmall a Free- 
holder will add any weight to the advertiſe. 
ment, you are fully authoriſed to inſert my 


name in ſo * a liſt as you appear to 


have. 
With the forms wiſhes of ſucceſs, : 
I remain, your very humble ſervant, 
CECIL WRAY. 


Dec. 8, 1779, SUMMER-CASTLE. 


- 


Paper XXXIV. 


Anſwer by C. Turnes, Eſq; to the Circular 
Letter addreſſed to him and other Members of 
Parliament. ; 


A December the ps 1779. 
Dear Sir, 4105 


OU will ſee by the incloſed note from Sir 
George Savile, the reaſon of my not an- 


ſwering your letter of the 22 of November 
ſooner. 


„ 


L 163 ] 

ſooner. It is impoſſible for me to ſay, what is 
proper and poſſible to do in the terrible dilemma 
to which the Legiſlature has reduced this once 
great and glorious Empire. Short Parliaments 
and more equal Repreſentation, I agree with 
you and the late Lord Chatham, are the only 
means to reſtore ſafety to the State; yet, un- 
conſtitutional parliamentary power is ſo plea- 
ſant and prevalent, that I believe an attempt to 
reform it, would be equally oppoſed by both 
ſides in the two Houſes of Parliament, and 
you may be ſure, Agents of the Crown com- 
monly called the King's Friends, would leave no 
menace or bribe unexerciſed to damp. Having 
ſaid thus much, I leave the inſertion of my name 
to your diſcretion, obſerving at the ſame time 
that collectively ſpeaking I am a culprit. No 
good I verily believe can be done but by the 
People, and whether they have yet ſufficiently - 
felt to rouze them from their lethargy you muſt 
be the beſt judge, without which a fruitleſs at- 
tempt may throw damp on ſo good a cauſe. 

I paſs my Chriſtmas Holidays with Mr. 
Shuttleworth, at Aſton, nearDerby, where I ſhall 
be glad to hear further from you, and beg to be 
conſidered in the mean-time— 

My Dear Sir, 
Your moſt obliged, 
And very obedient wn 
C. TURNER. 


L 2 Paper XXXV. 
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Paper XXXV. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Anſwer by Lord Joan CavenpisH to the Cir. | 
| cular Letter addreſſed to him and other Members 


of Parliament. 


London, December 13, 1 
Sr, | _ 71%. 
Did not receive the favour of your letter of 
November 29th, till the laſt poſt, or I ſhould 
ſooner have returned you my thanks for it. 

There certainly never was a time which more 
called for the interpoſition of the Country, than 
the preſent: and as far as I am a judge, the 
point which is meant for the principal object of 
the intended addreſs ſeems well choſen. As 
your letter was ſo long in coming, I ſhould ſup- 
poſe the advertiſement was already publiſhed; 
but if it is not, I ſhould think it better that it 
was not ſigned by any Member of Parliament; 
, - as well becauſe they are in ſome meaſure parties 
concerned, as that all they who wiſh to detrat 
from the weight of what is done at ſuch a Meet- 
ing, will endeayour to inſinuate that it had its 
origin in London; it is very particular that 3 
motion to the ſame effect had been made in the 
Houſe of Lords, fince the meaſure was agreed 
upon in Yorkſhire, but before the account of it 


had got hither. 
80 I fl 
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1 ſhall certainly endeavour to be at the 
Meeting. | 
I am, Sir, & hk 
Your moſt obedient; 
| And moſt humble ſervant, 
J. CAVENDISH. 


Paper XXXVI. 


Anſwer by Jonn LEE, Eſq; to the Circular Letter 
addreſſed to him and other Members of Parlia- 
ment. N - : 


LincoLtn's Inx FizLDs, 14 December, 1779. 
Dear Sir, 


OUR letter which is dated the 29th 
November, did not come to my hands 

till laſt Sunday morning, which delay was oc- 
caſioned by its coming firſt to London, then to 
Liverpool, and ſo back again hither ; I think it 
proper to ſtate this, leaſt I ſhould appear to have 
been guilty of an omiſſion, touching a letter 
e which I much approve from a Gentleman whom 
1 I greatly reſpect. I have been for a great while 

exceedingly ſurprized at the ſtate of men's 
all L 3 minds 
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minds in the Country, and though it is partly, 
and indeed in a conſiderable degree to be ac- 
counted for, on the one hand by the prevalence 
of luxurious manners which waſte the means 
of ſubſiſtance, and produce dependance and 
every ſpecies of cringing obſequiouſneſs; and 
on the other by the influence of the Crown's 
power, which the unfortunate ſyſtem of con- 
tinual borrowing without ever paying, has 
cauſed to be ſo enormous, as juſtly to alarm 
every man who can look to the probable conſe. 
quences of things ; yet, powerful as theſe cauſes 
are, neither they nor any other thatIcan diſtinctiy 
ſtate, ſeem ſufficiently to account for all the ap- 
pearances before us. Gentlemen of landed pro- 
perty find their eſtates ſinking, their Tenants 
quitting, their Mortgages diſtreſſing them be- 
yond the example of any time now remembered, 
Merchants find trade declining, credit languiſh- 
ing, Manufacturers in great numbers idle and 
unemployed, of courſe great part of the pro- 
duce of Eſtates in ſuch Countries, ſwallowed up 
in increaſing Poor Rates for the maintenance 
of thoſe uſeleſs hands, that were lately the wealth 
and ſtrength of our Kingdom. Our Nation 
lately the moſt illuſtrious and powerful in the 
world, has loſt millions of its moſt vigorbus 
ſubjects, who inſtead of conſtituting a main part 
of the Public Force of our Country, are con- 
verted into its bitter Enemies, and are leagued 


with the great Monarchs of Europe to deſtroy 
2 ' us, 
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us. Our neighbour Kingdom, Ireland, diſclaims 
our authority, takes up arms to defend herſelf 
againſt it, and ſcorning the humility of ſuppli- 
cation, demands, and ſucceſsfully too, with 
haughty imperiouſnels, ten times more than we 
refuſed very lately ta the preſſing ſolicitations 
of her Friends.—But there is no end of this 
diſmal ſubject.— All things have gone wrong, 
but in no reſpect in my mind ſo wrong as in 
this, that the Public cares little about it. It 
ſeems to me as if our Governors were highly 
pleaſed with this general apathy in the body of 
the People, which I think Monteſquieu calls the 
mournful ſilence of a City that the Enemy is 
about to ſtorm. I am glad however that you 
and ſeveral others of my worthy Friends and 
Countrymen are of another opinion, and are 
ſetting yourſelves in earneſt. to counteract the 
miſchief of ſuch a temper. The firſt object of 
your Meeting, the inquiry into the ſtate. of the 
Civil Liſt, is in my judgment a point of great 
importance and neceſſity, not only as a mode 
of Economy (which is always laydable but 
now abſolutely indiſpenſible) but as a Reform 
of our Conſtitution, by reſtoring to men that 
_ liberty of thinking and acting which it is 
in vain to look for in thoſe that are fed by 
the crumbs that fall from another's table. I 
perceive you have in view ſome other objects, 
immediately reſpecting the Conſtitution of Par- 
liament, It is a very great and weighty ſubject to 

hs WE.” the 


\ 


the diſcuſſion of which I am very unequal.— 


. 


But having had as much knowledge as moſt men 
of the theory and practice of modern Elections, 
I will trouble you with a few words about it: 
I have often in my imagination indulged a wiſh 
that all Members of Parliament were returned 
by the Counties and great Towns; not that! 
think ſuch a regulation if it were now ts take 
place would produce any effect: On the 
contrary, ſo much have I ſeen of this Miniſterial 
influence and its powerful operation, that I have 
often ſaid that were the power of the Crown 
exerted to the utmoſt to turn any County 
Member out of Parliament, it is my opinion the 
object would be attained except 1 in the in. 
ſtance of Sir George Savile, whoſe excellent under 
ſanding, and public and private virtue form a 
character that would be a great ſingularity in any 
age, and ſeems to be a prodigy in this. According. 
ly, whenever I have attended conteſts of the ſort 
alluded to, (as I have often done) it has either 
happened, that the Perſon eſpouſed by the 
Court has obtained a very complete victory, or 
the party contending againſt the power of the 
Court has been ſo difabled by the wounds re- 
ceived in the firſt engagement, that they could 
never have the heart to make another attack, of 
which I can give many ruinous inſtances. 
Indeed it is obvious that it muſt be ſo, for the 
Crown's influence is a conſtant unceaſing energy 
that never is impaired, whereas the power 7 


C 169 J 
poſed to it, ſhews itſelf in a violent effort that 
exhauſts itſelf in the firſt ſtruggle, and cannot 
ſoon. riſe again. If I could previouſly ſee all 
undue influence removed from Elections, I 
ſhould be more reconciled to the idea of ſhort 
Parliaments ; but I think the Crown would get 
a great deal of power inſtead of loſing it by any 
ſuch alteration, I mean as things ſtand at pre- 
ſent. I intended to have written you a great 
deal more, but I am called off by other engage- 
ments, and will only add my hearty wiſhes that 
good. may come of your Meeting, and particu- 
larly that a difintereſted zeal to promote the 
Dignity and Liberty of our Country may pre- 
vail in the minds of thoſe who compoſe it. I 
ſend a line to the York Tavern, to fignify that 
I ſhall not be able to attend you, as I am troue 
bled with a Chronical Heart-Burn, which makes 
Bath proper for me, and I have no opportunity 
but this ſhort vacation of trying the waters of 
that place, atherwiſe I ſhould certainly - ſee no 
objection on meeting you but my own in- 

cance. 31235 
lam, Dear Sir, . 
With great reſpect and eſtecma, 

Your moſt obedient ſervant, * 
; JOHN LEE. 


Paper XXXVI. 


> 


E. 


Paper XXXVII. 


Letter from CG Tones, Eſq; 10 the Rev. G. 
a „n. e nh . 


| DAviEs-STREET, December the 18th, 1719. 
Dear Sir, | c 4 
"OU may be ſure I ſhall be at Tork the 
zoth or before, the Dukes of Devonſhire, 
Rutland, and I ſhould hope the Lords Rocking- 
bam, Effingham, Egremont, and many Mem- 
bers will be there. I like your plan of Parlia- 
mentary Redreſs with temperance, but without 
a ſteady ſupport from the People I doubt the 
ſucceſs. Every County and every man that has 
eyes ſees the evil; but the Crown influence is 
ſo ſearching that reſiſting it with effect, without 
blood is next in my eye to a miracle, for the 
People, whoſe converſation you would think 
the moſt patriotic are the deepeſt immerged in 
corruption, poverty may do what I am ſure 
afluence never can. I have a hope that a cer- 
tain deſcription of ariſtocratic men who have 
thus far conſidered the emoluments and pa- 
tronage of the Country, as due wages for having 
baniſhed the Stuarts and arbitrary Power, ſee 
that by theſe means they have engroſſed a more 
dangerous enginein the hands of the Crown, than 


4 Copy of Mr, Wrvtrr's Letter to Mr, TusNEs, to which 
this is an Anſwer, has not been found. 
was 
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Jas ever poſſeſſed by our former Kings. And 
I now Sir, certainly believe that ſeveral of them 
with whom I am acquainted, are convinced of 
their errors and are now convinced that their 
true weight and conſequence muſt be co-exiſtent 
with the People's Rights. My too ardent 
wiſhes may bias my judgment in this moſt | 
eſſential point perhaps, but I ſee no other pro- 
bable ſucceſs for the avowed neceſſary redreſs, 
but this mode of conduct; for let the perfecteſt 
union poſſible of all friends and well wiſhers to 
the Conſtitution be ever ſo ſoon effected, it will 
have enough to reſiſt the weighty and TO 
tant patronage Government poſſeſſes, 
I am, really and truly 
Your pn ma ſervant, 
| C. TURNER. 


p : 1 ) | 
Paper XXXVIII. 


Anſwer by Erwin Lasc8LLEs, Eſq; to the Se- 
cond Circular Letter dated November 29, 1779. 


Hax Zwoop-Housz, December the 21ff, 1779+ 


Sir, 


Got home only laſt night from 3 f 
where have been ſince the Meeting of Par, 
lizment, attending my duty. 


Your 
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Your favour without a date I found upon 
my arrival. This being the firſt opportunity I 
bad to acknowledge it, I am glad to embrace, 
nnd to return you my ſincere thanks for the 

intimation you have been pleaſed to give me, 
of the ſubject that is propoſed to be recom. 
miended at the Meeting on the 3oth inſtant, at 
York. I agree with you and am fully con. 
vinced that the moſt rigid and ſtricteſt C co- 
nomy, in every department of Government, 
never was more neceſſary than at the preſent 
alarming criſis, and therefore be aſſured that as 
an Independent Freeholder, fubje& to no con- 
troul whatever, I ſhall be ready to concur in 
giving my humble aid and aſſiſtance, to ſuch 
ſalutary and effectual meaſures as are likelieſt 
to produce the deſired effect. 

I have the honour to be, 
With reſpect and eſteem, Sir, | 
Your obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 


u In this Number ſome letters have been permitted at the Editor's re- 
- queſt, to be inſerted, the appearance of which was important on oo 
other account than merely to ſhow the early activity of thoſe Geutle- 
men, by whom the letters alluded to were written in ſupport of the |, 
meaſures propoſed, If good reſulted from their exertions to the Pub- 
lic, which ſeems not to be doubted, it is fit the Public ſhould be par» 
ticularly apprized to whem they were. chiefly indebted for it———The 
anſwer by Henry. Peirſe, Eſq; to the Circular Letter, which -was re» 
ceived before the Meeting has not been found. This is a mortifying 
 eircumſtance to the Editor; who, without fearing the imputation of 
partiality from his friendſhip for that Geatleman, declares his high 
opinion of the firmneſs and diſintereſted zeal with which he fupported 
the cauſe of Conſtitutional Liberty, on this, and mati ſubſequent oc- 


caſions. 
NuMBER XII. 


Numszr XXI. 


Faper I. 


Letter from Dr. A. 1 to the Rev. C. 
WrvIII. 


Dear Sir, 4 
ROM a perfect conviction of the propriety 


of the Petition, I am anxious to ſee every 
thing removed that can draw down an argu-—- 
ment againſt it. Many perſons, of no mean 
diſtinction, object to the ſecond Reſolution, as 

conveying a *© threatening,” attended with 
ſomething like © hoſtility,” in caſe the prayer 
ſhould not be granted. If T remember right, 
you expreſſed a different idea of the matter 
when you honoured me with your company on 
Monday laſt; but as it is taken otherwiſe by 
. ſome perſons, it would in my opinion, be 
well to have this object removed. Fam ſen- 
ſible that the objection will be improved upon 
by the enemies of the Petition, and I ſhould 
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think myſelf wanting in reſpe& to your pa- 
triotic ſervices, if I declined communicating the 
above, in hopes that the matter will be ſet right 
by an explanatory advertiſement. 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your very affectionate ſervant, 


A. HUNTER, 
Ton x, January 2, 1780. 


Dr CC = 


Teuer, ll. 
Letter from the Rev. C. WrviLL to Dr. A. 


HuNTER. 


BuRToON-HALL, January 7, 1780. 
Dear Sir, n 
Can with great truth anſwer for myſelf, that 
my views are ſtrictly and ſolely Conſtitu- 
tional. I wiſh to ſee ſome reformation of great 
public abuſes propoſed; I wiſh to ſee ſuch honeſt 
propoſals, from whatever quarter they may 
come ſupported with decency, and temper, and 
dy means perfectly pacific, and conformable to 
Law and the. Conſtitution, The Petition lately 
agreed to by the County, aims at correcting an 
abuſe which, I believe, may well be conſidered 
det 3 as 
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as the root of almoſt all our grievances. No- 
thing can be more oppoſite to ſound policy, as 


well as every idea of morality, than adopting ' 


corruption as the principle of Government. 
By ſuch miſtaken policy the wealth of the Na- 
tion, which ought to be applied to the National 
defence, is waſted in donatives to worthleſs in- 
dividuals ; and when many of theſe individuals 
are Members of that Houſe, from which the 
people expect protection of their Liberties, the 
integrity of the Houſe itſelf ſuffers ſome diminu- 
tion in the Public eſtimation, and diſreſpect of 


the Legiſlature muſt then unavoidably take 


place. So far as the Petition may affect the 
fund of corruption, I truſt it will have the ap- 
probation of rational men of every deſcription 
of party in this County. I underſtand, indeed, 
it is not the Petition which is objected to, but 
the apprehended means of ſupporting it. Once 
more, therefore, I beg leave to aſſure you, Sir, 
that I have not a view which is not pacific, and 
agreeable to Law and the Conſtitution. If 
Gentlemen are hurt by the term, Aſſciation, I 
wiſh ſome other leſs- offenſive word was ſub- 
ſtituted in its place. But all that is really meant, 
as far as I am acquainted with the ſentiments of 
the Committee, is to ſupport the Petition, by 
. engaging not to Vote for any Candidate for a 

ſeat in — 9 at any future Election, who 


will not promiſe to ſupport the Reform re- 
queſted by the Petition. After that point is 
obtained, 
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obtained, if the County ſhould apply to ſhorten 
the duration of Parliament, or get more County 
Members, the ſame mode of ſupport une 
tainly be propoſed. 

Heads of an Aſſociation to that effect were 
read at the previous Meeting, but withdrawn, 
to be more maturely conſidered. Probably hat 
paper may ſoon be publiſhed ; and it will, I hope, 
convince the world that the propoſed mode of 
ſupporting the Petition is as harmleſs and peace- 
able as the object of the Petition is deſirable; 
and, in the preſent crifis, neceflary for the wel 
ſhoe of our Country. 

I cannot cloſe this long letter without return- 
ing you my beſt thanks for the opportunity you 
have given me, to explain myſelf on this im- 

portant ſubject; I hope to your ſatisfaction, 

3 to the ſatisfaction of thoſe 

Gentlemen who expreſſed to you their diſap- 

proval of the intended Aſſociation. I have no 

objections to the communication of this letter 
vherever you think fit. 5 

I am, Dear Sir, with great reſpeR, 
Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WEIL, 


Paper III. 


1 1 
Paper m. 


Letter from Dr. A. HuwTes to the Rev. C. 
WryviLL. EF 5 


"Your, — * 1780. 


Dear Sir, - 
CCEPT my beſt thanks for your obliging 
A letter, and though I am perth fatisfied 
that the Second Reſolution was meant, by all 
the Gentlemen concerned, to convey ſentiments 
very different from © hoſtility,” yet I cannot but 
lament that a different interpretation continues 
to be put upon the words by perſons reſiding 
at a remote diſtance. To remove 
ſuch a dangerous impreſſion, it would, in my 
humble opinion, be right to inſert an exphing- 
tory paragraph in the York Newſpapers, under 
the authority of the Committee. An Aﬀocia-- 
tion upon' legal and conſtitutional grounds,” 
with one ſet of men, means one thing; with 
other men, it has a different ſignification. Hence 
it becomes abundantly neceffary, that the king- 
dom at large ſhould know our interpretation.— 
I wiſh you all manner of ſucceſs in the good 
work you have begun, and am happy to find, 
that many remote Counties intend to follow the 
laudable example of the Freeholders of the 
County of Long 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Tour very affectionate ſervant, 
4 G | A. HUNTER. 
Voz, III. "on Paper IV. 
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Paper IV. 


| . from Dr. Honrzn to the Rev. C. Wrvit, 
Sir, Your, January 19, 1780. 


Have read with great ſatisfaction a 
in the Tork Chronicle, explanatory of the 
words © An Aſſociation upon legal and conſti. 
tutional grounds,” being part of the Second 
Reſolution of the General Meeting. They who 
have attempted an explanation of the ſentence 
by turning over their dictionaries for the mean 
ing of the word © Aſſociation, have, in my 
humble opinion, greatly miſtaken the method, 
'The whole of the ſentence muſt go together,— 
You have done it handſomely, and with judge- 
ment; for which ſervice the Public ſtand much 
indebted to you, I wiſh you the full reward of 
your zeal in a cauſe that has already done you 
ſo much credit, | 
And am, with great truth, 
| Four very affeQionate ſervant, 
— to HUNTER. 


a . ; . . 


Letter from the, Rev. C. WrvII I. to the Youu 
CHARLES Jams Fox. ä 


nnen Feb. 123, 1780. 


Sir, & 
Have juſt received the honour of your letter 
I. of this . r the * 
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of the Weſtminſter Committee; by which they 
are pleaſed to admit the Chairmen of other 
Committees honorary Members of theirs ; and 
invite me particularly - to attend their next 
Dinner Meeting. I am very ſenſible of the 
honour the Committee have done me, and beg 
they will accept my moſt grateful acknowledge- 
ments. But from the multiplicity of buſineſs 
I am engaged in; being already a Member of 
two County Committees, I fear, I muſt beg to 
decline attending the Committee of Weſtminſter, 
I am much concerned that unavoidable engage- 
ments muſt prevent my having the honour to 
dine with the Committee to-morrow.  . 
I ſhall' be happy to confer with you, Sir, on 
the ſubject of the intended Aſſociations, and 
will either wait upon you to-morrow morning 
at half an hour after ten, or elſe hope to have 
the honour to ſee you here at that time. 

I am, Sir, &c. C. WY VILL. 


Paper VI. . 
Card ſent by C. Turner, Eſq; to the Weſtmin- 
| ſter Committee. | | 

M* Wyrvill begs leave to decline attending 
the Weſtminſter Committee. He is ex- 
tremely ſenſible of the honour done him ; but 
from his knowledge of the ſentiments of the 
Independent Gentlemen of Yorkſhire, he con- 
caves it proper and adviſable for him to take this 
line; he ever conceives himſelf pledged to do it. 
Sattrday, He uaty 26. \ 


M2 Paper VII. 
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| Paper vil. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WyviLL to Viſcount 
Manon. 


ALSERMARLE-STABET; Feb. 28. 1780. 


uy Lord, 


Y objection is not PIR: to Mr. 6 thr 
| but as I ſtated it laſt night to your Lord- 
ſhip, to all great Partizans and Parliamentary 
Leaders of either Houſe.—The reaſon is an ob- 
vious one; the Public is jealous of ſuch Men, 
and their interference in the moſt important 
buſineſs of the Petitioners would give it an air 
of party, to-which I muſt withhold my conſent. 
It would be a matter of much difficulty I fear, 
to obtain any reaſonable aſſurance from Perſons 
of that deſcription, that they would decline 
being appointed or acting as Deputies. But if 
ſuch ſatisfactory aſſurance can be obtained, I 
think it might be proper in that caſe, for the 
Gentlemen at me St. Alban's Tavern to reſcind 
their Reſolutioh of February 24th, eſpecially as 
ſome of them have heſitated to circulate it ; and 
to expreſs the whole, in a leſs diſagreeable mode, 
in two Reſolutions ſimilar to thoſe I have the 


honour to incloſe for your Lordfhip' s peruſal. | 
But 


+ The Parlizinentiry Leaders alluded to in this letter, felt the 
force of the objeRion here ſtated ; and deſiſted from their defign 


to fit in che Fult Moning of Deputies, —On the other hand, the 
Los toad 
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But I think it neceſſury to declare diſtinctly, 
that if any Perſon of the claſs above-deſcribed, 


ſhould be appointed a Deputy, and act in that 
capacity, I ſhall whine ee * On 


Meeting. | 2 ] 
I am, my Lord, 

Tour Lordſhip? 5 moſt obedient ſervants 

C, WYVILL. 


P. S. 1 uke it for granted in what I have 


ſaid above, that the propoſed Deputed Com- 
mittee will be diſſolved before the 25th. of 


March, 


Popular Agents devifted 3 e ex · 
clufion of all Members of Parliament from that Meeting, being 
ſatisfied with a conceſſion which ſecured that Aſſembly Bon the 
imputation of being a mere Inſtrument of Party; which would 
have been fatal to the Cauſe of Political Reformation. The two 
Reſolutions communicated to Lord Mahon, were adopted by the 
Meeting at the St. Alban's Tavern, on the 28th of February 1780, 
and in conſequence of their adoption, the Firſt Meeting of Depu- 
ties was held ſoon after, in the manner propoſed. _ 


* * 
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Paper VIII. 
Letter from David HazTLey, Eſq; to the Rev. 
C. WvviLL. | 
. GoLDsN-8QUARE, March 22, 1980. 


Dear Sir, 


Ix you the letter addreſſed to yourſelf, as 
the firſt promoter of all the good that we 
M 3 ; may 
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may in future expe& either for Reformation 
or Peace. I cannot expreſs to you how earneſt 
I am upon Peace with America; Truce is cer. 
tainly the moſt obvious and the mildeſt way,— 
If you could recommend that Syſtem to adoption 
through your influence, you will be the greateſt - 
Friend to your Country and to Mankind. I 
encloſe the terms of negociation which I pro- 
poſed laſt year as ſtated in Parliament. 

I think the authority of the People of England 
is required to ſupport any point of ſuch mag- 
nitude, and as it were to direct the way to their 
Repreſentatives I ſhould be moſt happy to 
be in any degree an inſtrument to that end. I 
heartily wiſh you Se en Hon CIFIC 
undertakin 


g- 
I am, Dear Sir, 
Your's moſt ſincerely, 
D. HARTLEY, 


P. 8. 1 incloſe to you a copy of the Motion 
which I made yeſterday for a Bill to exclude 
certain Placemen from Parliament. Sir George 


Savile econded the motiop. 


5 ot 


Paper LL. 


tg). 


Paper IX. 


Letter mals David HakTIEV, Eſq; t the Chair- 
man of the Committee of Aﬀociation of the 
County of York. | | 
London, March 21d, 1780. 
Dear Sir, 13 . 

E univerſal concurrence of all parts of 

this Kingdom, who have followed the 
ludable example of the County of Tork, in 


promoting principles of Public ceconomy, and 
in recommending a ſyſtem of active 1 


and vigorous exertions in the ſeveral 
ments of the State, is the moſt honourable and 
teſtimony of Public gratitude, to 
thoſe worthy and reſpectable Characters who 
have ſtood foremoſt in the Public cauſe. This 
ſyſtem has proved doubly fortunate in its ope- 
ration, not only in the primary effect, of eſta- 
bliſhing the rights of the Public at arge, to 
require from their Repreſentatives in Parlia- 
ment, the moſt rigid frugality in the expenditure 
of Public money, but moſt principally by draw- 
ing the National attention unanimouſly to this 
one object, of concerting ſome future ſyſtem of 
wiſe and prudent meaſures which may extricate 
this Nation with honour and fafety, from thoſe 
numerous embarrafiments under which we 
labour at preſent; In this object the moſt per- 
M 4 _ 


— 184 J 


fect unanimity prevails now. Lands, Manu. 
factures, and Commerce are all equally in. 
tereſted. Their all is now at'ſtake. The enor. 
mous Debts and Taxes which have been accu. 
mulated upon us, ſince the commencement of 
the preſent unfortunate War, are almoſt beyond 
meaſure. The annual Intereſt of the National 
Debt at the beginning of the War was ſome. 
thing more than Four Millions. It is now more 
than Six Millions; and even if we ſhould; take 
the ſhorteſt road to put an end to the War, I 
am ſorry to ſay that our preſent outſtanding 
Debts, and the Expences which are now running 
on, will ſoon bring it up to an annual Rent- 
Charge of Eight Millions. It will be ſtill more 
if we ſtill go on farther. It is therefore time 
to conſider how this Nation may ſtand under an 
annual Rent-Charge of Eight Millions Sterling, 
for the intereſt of our accumulated National 
Debt; more eſpecially when the certain effect 
of the greatneſs of that Debt, and the almoſt 
inſupportable weight of that annual charge, 
muſt be a grievous depreſſion of the National 
Rent Roll of this Kingdom. Taxes upon Taxes 
purſue us to our moſt interior domeſtic receſſes 
without ſparing the Tenant or Cottager any 
more than the Landlord. Seven Hundred 
Thouſand Pounds per annum for ever, is mort, 
gaged for the current ſervice of this ſingle year. 
of the War; and double that annual fun (or 
nearly) will be {till farther neceſſary to be laid 
| upon 
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upon the Land Owner, the Merchant, and the 
Manufacturer, for the preſent enormous out- 
ſtanding Debts, and ſuch expences as muſt be 
incurred only by one year's longer continuance 
of the War, | 
Theſe things require our -moſt fcrious re- 
flection, and call upon us to conſider our actual 
ſituation in reſpe& to that War, which has, and 
fill muſt continue, in an encreaſing meaſure, to 
involve us in endleſs Debts, Taxes, and Ruin ; 
we. muſt. at all events ſupport our National 
honour by the moſt vigorous exertions, without 
ſhrinking, but ſurely in ſuch a complicated War 
as this is, if we can make any equitable offers 
of Treaty to any of the Parties, common pru- 
dence calls upon us to uſe our endeavours to 
unravel by negociation the Combination of 
Powers now acting , againſt us. That there 
does exiſt a moſt formidable confederacy againſt 
this Country is too true, The Houſe of Bour- 
bon have formed that confederacy, and America 
is involved in it. But I do not think that it 
can be imputed to America, to have been active 
in ſeeking and forming a confederacy againſt 
this Country, upon any other motive on their 
part, than what appeared to them to ariſe from 
the neceſſity of ſelf-defence. Let us therefore 
be underſtood not to apply the charge of a con- 
 federacy againſt this Country ſpecifically to 
America, who has evidently been driven into it 


with reluctance. Permit me therefore to ſuggeſt 
a few 


| 
| 
; 
=_— 
; 
| 
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2 few conciliatory ſentiments upon this ſubject. 
If it ſhould appear that America has proceeded 
with regret and reluctance into Foreign con- 
nexions, I think the chief ground of irritation 


would be removed, and an obvious road would 
be laid open to facilitate the reſtoration of Peace 


and National reconcilement between Great- 


Britain and America. 
The Americans about two yen ago formed 


2 defenſrve eventual alliance with the Court of 


France. The even upon which that eventnal 
alliance was become poſitive and to take effect, 
was the continuation of the War by the Britiſh 
Miniſtry. Now ſurely there cannot be two 
things in the world more different from each 


other, than a defenſive eventual alliance, for their 


own ſecurity in caſe of the continuation of the 

War, and the charge of forming a Confederacy 
inſt Great-Britain. A Confederacy is an 

offenſive act, not a defenſive one, The 

of Cambray in former days againſt the State of 

Venice, was a Confederacy. The league againſt 


the King of Pruſſia in the beginning of the late 


War, was a Confederacy. The late league for 
the divifion of Poland, was a Confederacy.— 
But a defenſive eventual alliance, formed by 


America for their final ſecurity, juſt at a mo- 


ment of time when the Britiſh Miniſtry pre- 
tended to conciliatory propoſitions ; and while 
America was in ſuſpence as to their ſincerity, 
which alliance was only to take effect — 

tually 


War, can never be called a 
this Country. This indeed is the lan 
which the Miniſtry have held out in the King's 
Speech, at the opening of the preſent Seflion of 
Parliament, and they are at this moment en- 
deavouring to inveigle the Nation into the 
continuation of the American War, under this 
pretext of a ſuppoſed American Confederacy.— 
Their motives are obvious, they wiſh to inſtigate 
the continuance of the American War, But 
ſurely on the part of thoſe who wiſh the reſtora- 
tion of Peace, or any future friendly connexion 
with America, it would have a more conciliatory 
effect to avoid words of crimination, which 
cannot fail to revive the memory of all the 
grievances and mutual reproaches during the 
conteſt, . Let all ſuch aggravations be con- 
ſigned to oblivion. 

There is every rational ground of argument 
to hope, that by generous and temperate manage- 
ment on the part of this Nation, America may 
be reconciled to this Country, and prevented 
from forming any perpetual Alliance with 
France, Their obligations to France are limited, 
and as ſuch, may be ſatisfied and diſcharged, — 
France cannot have been ignorant that America 
has been exceſſively harraſſed by the continua- 
tion of the War, the ſeat of which is in their 
own n and yet it is apparent to all the 

world, 


it 
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oY} that France might long ago have put an 
end to. that part of the War which has been 
moſt diſtreſſing to America, if they had choſen 
ſo to do. Let the whole ſyſtem of France be 
_ conſidered from the very beginning, down to 
the late retreat from Savannah, and I think that 
it 18 impoſlible to put any other conſtruction 
upon it but this, viz. That it is, and always has 
been, the deliberate intention and object of 
France, for purpoſes of their own to encourage 
the continuation of the War in America; in 
the hopes of exhauſting the ſtrength and re- | 
ſaurces of this Country, and of depreſſing the 
riſing Power of America. If ſuch has been the 
conduct of France, let the reverſe of this policy 
be the guide of our conduct. Let us hold out 
a conciliatory hand and a cordial offer of Peace 
to America, Let America feel that the People 
of England are not their Enemies. Let them 
feel that they have no Enemies in this Country. 
but an implacable and vindictive Miniſtry, and 
let the reſult be a reconciliation and federal 
union between Great-Britain and America. 
The road to effect this is plain and broad before 
us, we have but to go ſtrait forward, and we 
cannot miſs the way. It is no more than this 
to make in the firſt Place a plain and fincere offer 
of Peace to America (beginning perhaps with a 
'Truce and Ceſſation of Arms, for a ſufficient 
length of time) and then to enter into a courſe 
of Negociation for eſtabliſhing a federal Alliance. 
if the Nen of Great Britain will now ſtep 

forth 
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forth to reſtore Peace to America, which their 
new Ally has not effected for them. Let any 
man then judge, whether America will in 
future prefer the connexion with France or 
with Great -Britain, as their trueſt Friend and 
All 
10 here is no conſtituent Member of this Com- 
munity which can with more dignity or pro- 
priety take the lead in recommending the adop- 
tion of ſome plan for the termination of the Ame» 
rican War and for reconciliation with America, 
than the County of Vork. Such an object would 
be moſt worthy of their interference. That 
would be laying the axe to the root of the evil. 
Penſions, Places, exorbitant Emoluments, Sine- 
cures, Contracts, and all ſuch inſtruments of cor- 
ruption, for the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing a Miniſte- 
rial influence in Parliament, are abominations at 
all times; but the greateſt of all our evils new is 
the continuation of the American War. The 
reſtoration of Peace with America, and of in- 
dependence to Parliament, may go hand in hand 
together; and I believe that both theſe points 
are equally conſonant and cordial to the ſenti- 
ments and wiſhes of every real Friend to this 
Country. 
1 am, Dear Sir, | 11:22 
With the greateſt — and reſpedt, 
Tour moſt obliged friend, 
And moſt obedient fervant, 
D. HARTLEY. 
Paper X. 
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| Paper X. 


Letter r fron David Haurrer, Eſq; to the Rev, 
Ci. WrviII. 


SoDBURY, 2d, 30. 
Dear sir, ar by 


TOT being in town 3 
your's arrived, containing an, account of 
the Reſolutions of the General Meeting at York, 
I could not acknowledge the favour by return 
of Poſt. I therefore now take the earlieſt op- 
portunity of expreſſing to you, not only the 
very great ſatisfaction which I have received 
from all the Reſolutions and Proceedings of 
that Meeting, and more particularly that con- 
ciliatory Reſolution (unanimouſly paſſed) re- 
ſpecting the American War; but likewiſe of 
returning to you my beſt thanks for the very 
favourable reception of my letter addreſſed to 
yourſelf; which has more particularly a view 
to lay the ground of conciliation with America 
by a ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities. As to the print. 
ing of that letter, the propoſition is maſt flat- 
tering to me, more eſpecially as it will give me 
an opportunity of attaching my name to your 
reſpectable character and name. But indeed the 
cauſe of conciliation with America is a point 
which fits ſo near to my heart and thoughts as to 
* all matters of compliment. It has 
always 


1 
always been the object of my moſt earneſt en- 
deavours both in Parliament and out of Parlia- 
ment. If I may flatter myſelf that the ſenti- 
ments of that letter, may in any degree contri- 
bute to the bleſſed work of Peace with America, 
I ſhall think all my labours overpaid. The cor- 
dial ſatisfaction which you muſt receive in the 
ſucceſs of thoſe Public meaſures, in Which you 
have had ſo principal a part, is no more than a 
juſt and merited reward for your upright con- 
duct and zealous exertions. You have received 
the thanks of your Country; nothing there- 
fore remains for your Friends to wiſh for you, 
but that health and happineſs may attend you, 
I am; Der c, | 
Your moſt obliged friend, - 
And moſt obedient ſervant, - 


Paper Xl. | 
Letter from Sir W. Meazprru to the Rev. C. 
WrviIL. * 


Der,: OT oe 27 > 
Luut obliged to you for honouring me 
with your attention ſo much as to think my 


propolition 
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propofition worth your comment, I ſhall not 

move the addreſs, for Mr. Dunning totally re. 
jects it, as not being SPECIFIC. 

I conceive it to be of ſome uſe to bring the 
minds of the People both to the true ſources of 
corrupt influence and our preſent National po. 
verty, which ſpring not from the KING's but 
from Lord North's Civil Liſt, (As the extra- 
ordinaries were termed by Lord Shelburn.) 

I printed ten copies of my addreſs, of which 
1 burnt all but four. Perhaps you will do me 
the, honour to keep one, in proof of my well. 
meant but unapailing ſtudy. I don't ſubmit to 
Mr. Dunning's authority i in treating a yote and 
addreſs of this ſort as not Specific : for it is the 
uſual and Conſtitutional mode of proceeding ; 
always held as binding upon the Miniſter as — 
Law can be. For, the controul, as well as giſt, of 
Public money is in the Commons only, there- 
fore the Reſolution” and Addreſs take in thoſe 
branches of the Legiſlative and Executive 
Powers that poſſeſs, one the granting and direct- 
ing, the other the diſpoſal of ſupplies. 

I congratulate you on the noble Majority 
which we and our poſterity owe to you. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
With the greateſt reſpect, 
Your faithful and obedient ſervant, 
- 7900 MEREDITH, 


oper Xl. 
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Paper XII. 
Letter by Sir R. Suvru to the Rev. C. Wrvili- 


Sir, | ; 
ik ERS copy of the Reſolutions 
of our General County Meeting, by which 
you ſce we follow your ſteps nearly ; we lament 
very ſenſibly the ſeceſſion of ſome Counties, and 
ſuſpe& that the Rockingham Party have thrown 
this damp upon the ardor of the People, we 
3 one ſet of men will not afſiſt us 
2 otally, and adhere to thoſe 
I ſhould be glad to know what is 
arid Ao an proceeding, and whether 
we ſhould not procure another : if we 
ſhould ſtop here, we ſhall have made but a ridi- 
culous figure ; I ſhould be glad to know your 
idea about the mode of detecting bribery in 
Elections; and what will he your next genera 
proceeding. 
I am, Sir, truely, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
ROBERT SMYTH. 


Grarron-oTRBET, 4th May, 27$9- 


Vol. III. 9 Paper III. 
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Paper XIII. 


Anſwer by the Rev. C. WVVILL to iy eee 
Letter. 


Buzron-Hazt, = ” mY 
Sir, | 
Have received the favour of your letter with 
a printed Account of the proceedings of the 
late County Meeting at Chelmsford incloſed; 
and I take the earlieſt opportunity to return you 
my thanks for the obliging communication, and 
to congratulate you on the unanimity which 
happily ſubſiſts between Eſſex, Yorkſhire, and 
the other Aſſociated Counties. It is from the 
continuance of that union that our only hope 
of ſucceſs can be derived, if the People Avi 
among themſelves, they will loſe their weight 
and importance and then it will be unreaſonable 
to expect the great body of Nobility will declare 
in their favour, without whoſe, concurrence it 
is plain enough the whole popular Party never 
can prevail againſt the over-ruling power of the 
Crown. The firſt eſſential requiſite to ſucceſs 
has been attained, which is a general union of 
the People in meaſures fully equal to correct 
that great and alarming evil ; but the next in- 
diſpenſable requiſite can only be attained by a 
roper mixture of firmneſs and prudence, ſhow- 


— a ſteadfaſt — to ſupport the Plan of 
Reformation, 
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Reformation, and yet cautiouſly ayoiding what- 
ever may diſguſt and alienate that reſpectable 
body which holds the balance between the 
Crown and the People. For reaſons which it 
is unneceſſary to enumerate, it is ſurely not 
ſurpriſing that the Nobility pauſe and heſitate 
to adopt the popular Plan ; but there are among 
them many men of virtue and of juſt Political 
Principles, who are alarmed for the ſafety. of 
the Conſtitution, who dread the [increaſing . 
power of the Crown, and who may be expected 
to take a deciſive part in ſupport of that Plan 
which the People propoſe for its reduction, if 
their heſitation is treated with that candour abd 

ient good nature, to which the doubts and 
difficulties of real Friends are always intitled.— 
This opinion appears -probable from ſome late 
occurrences in Yorkſhire, particularly from the 
acceſſion of Lord Effingham to the Aſſociation, 
which I conſider as an acquiſition of the greateſt 
importance and likely to accelerate the junction 
of other noble and very powerful Friends. 

The Yorkſhire Committee has not yet named 
Deputies to meet the Deputies of other Com- 
mittees, &c. in London, but ſuch a meaſure will 
undoubtedly be propoſed in the courſe of this 
ſummer, and [ believe will be readily adopted 
by the Committee. 

The preſent Seſſion draws near a conciulin, - 
and as ſeyeral Petitiquing Bodies have deferred 


entering into an Ae till that event had 
0 "aſcertained 


— * 
—x — —— — — — 


dreſs the grievances complained of, it ſcems ad. 


more diſtant Counties, I therefore imagine 
| til a fow weeks before the beginning of the 
142 


56 J 
afcertained how far this Parliament would re. 


vifable not to meet in deputation again till ou 


numbers are complete. In ſummer that Gene. 


ral Meeting could act to little purpoſe, though 
with great inconvenience to the Deputies of the 
the 
Yorkſhire Deputies will hardly be appointed 


next Seffion. | 

Mr. Tooker, a Counſellor, and one of the 
Members of our Committee, 2 Plan 
for preventing ces at Elections, &c. but 
I have not heard what regulations he means to 

recommend. Nec 
1 am, Sir, 
: Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

| = C. WYVILL. 


Paper XIV. 
Letter by Sir R. SuvTE ts the Rev. C. Wy. 


Sir, | 2 claw) 
AM defired by ſome Gentlemen of our Com- 
mittee to write to you, to know what will 

be the outline of the Plan of the Committee of 
York, as we wiſh to ſquare ours nearly by jt; 
whether a new Petition is neceſſary to a new 
| Parliament; 
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Parliament 3 whether Deputies to be appointed, 
how many, when. to meet, and wick what 
powers, and whether the ſame points are to he 
our object, or any change ; IL underſtand you 
meet on the 3d of January next, we: are im- 
. re 
what you mean to do. 5 
I am, Hir, 1 

7 NES A} 
l 
11th Nov. 1380, GLAFTON-STESST» a 


, 
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Anſwer by the Rev. C. WII to the preceding 
X 1 N 


N 

Sir, | 
FOUR a of the 11th of as 
directed to me at Tork, did not reach 
this place till to-day; I therefore take the 
earlieſt opportunity to return my acknowledge- 
ments, and to mew ets of 
the honcur your yery reſpectable Committee has 
done the County of Yo! I ſhall certainly lay 


you letter before the Yorkſhire Committee on 
N 3 the 


— —— —ͤ— — oO 


fidered as a moſt honourable mark of their con- 


up ſo wide an extent of ground for ſignatures 


mittees of the Petitioning Counties, &c. acting 
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the zd of January; and I doubt not the diſpel. 


tion teſtified by the Gentlemen of Eſſen to co. 


operate with the County of York, will be con- 


tinued approbation; and will animate the Com. 


mittee to a more zealous mmm = the 


Public cauſe. f 
With reſpe& to the Plan which may be 


adopted on the 3d of January ; I think it highly 
obable, Deputies will be appointed to meet 


in London or Weſtminſter: two for each of 
the ſmaller Ridings of this County, and three 
for the largeſt one. This meaſure has been re- 

peatedly conſidered by the Committee; and 


the Gentlemen ſeem to be thoroughly convinced 
it is the moſt advantageous way to carry on 
our operations. In this large County to beat 


to another Petition, would harraſs and weary 
all our Friends. To preſent the old Petition, 
ſigned only by the Committee would be feaſible 
enough ; but it would have infinitely leſs weight 
than a joint Petition from the ſeveral Com- 


by their Deputies in London. In point of re- 
gularity, the fame objections might be urged 
againſt each mode of proceeding ; either that of 
ſeparate Committees, or this of a General De- 
putation from all. The objections are not of 
great validity; and a numerous man. will 
at once annihilate them. 


%hu W er res... 02 
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As ſeveral conſiderable Bodies which Peti- 
tioned againſt the profuſe expenditure of Public 
money, have not come to any Reſolutions to 
ſupport a Reform of Parliament, great care will 
be neceſſary in drawing up the Commiſſion, or 
Inſtrument of Inſtructions to the Deputies, that 
every expreſſion which may diſguſt thoſe Bodies 

e may be avoided ; and yet the proper authority 

7 to the Deputies to proceed upon that moſt im- 

t portant buſineſs may not be otnitted. This 
f 


point therefore will probably be laboured with 
moſt particular care and attention, at the next 
Meeting of our Committee. I ſhould imagine, 
if the Meeting of Deputies were appointed to 
| be held on the 20th of February, or as ſoan after 
| as conveniently. might be, it would give time 
| ſufficient for all the Petitioning Bodies * 72 conſi - 
der the meaſure maturely; and our whole force 
might be collected, before the great queſtions of 
Public Frugality, and a Conſtitutional Reform 
would be agitated in the Houſe of Commons.— 
It is material, that ſo unuſual a Meeting as that 
propoſed to be held, ſhould not fit long, and. 
ſhould act deciſively ; and yet ſhould obſerve. a 
proper degree of caution and prudence, and 
preſerve the appearance of n as much 
as poſſible. 


1 | 
8 1 | e WrIII. 
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Paper 1. 
lee rndie Sr nl Re. C. Wim 


Rvyrons, January n. | 
'& Sir, 


OUR favour of the 17th, did not reach 

me till yeſterday, and I could not anſwet 
it by the return of the poſt without u bun 
which would have been ill-ſuited to the nature 
of the buſineſs, and the importance of the diffi- 
culty in queſtion. 

Theſe ſorts of dilemmas always diſtreſs ont 
the more in proportion to'the apparent equality 
of the reaſons on each ſide. 1 think, however, 
one ſhould conſider, that probably in ſuch 
. caſes, the advantages are nearly balanced too; 


and therefore, in either way of acting one is at 
| leaſt tolerably near the beſt way. I think the 
difficulty here really ariſes from that cauſe, and 
that the reaſon why it is hard to ſay which is 
beſt, is becauſe the advantages of the two modes 
are really pretty EP balanced. If you ſhould 

wait 


—äEʒ— — - 


{ or ] 


want while plalady (cough rally) 
to encreaſe the numbers, the expectations ot the 
Public will be proportionabiy raiſed; - and, if 
you then ſhould not come up lo a number 
anfwerable to that delay, it would have the 
greateſt air of weaknels. . Come when you will 
or how you will, the number or the 
or the being Freehokders will be diſputed about, 
and depreciated. If you avoid one obſectien, 
you will run nearer te another, which will cer- 
tainly be taken, think the Property bf the 
Subſcribers ſhould enter inte the conſideration 
as well as the numbers. You ſay you judge 
that bob will have figned in a fortnight; now 
a fortnight from your tetter of the 17th, hardly 
goes beyond the can. And, if among this'bood 
there 'is ſtrong proportion of property, I 
ſhould reekon it = very reſpectable petition : be. 
cauſe the grievance complained of is ſuch 25 
muſt be f to de beſt known to perfons 
of ſome in the world. If 10,000 perſons 
of more retired lives, (from their ſituations) 
were to ſpeak of the abuſes of office, every 
body would fe that they went upon a weaker 
degree of evidence than thoſe whoſe ſituations 
put them more in the way of knowing thoſe 
abuſes, as well as of feeling, in commen with 
the reſt, the effects of them 3 und you would de 
fauntingly aſked,” b5w Jobn amd Thomas came to 
know of theſe abuſes ? and the great number of 
ſignatures would be aſcribed to diligent Can» | 
paſſing and telling ſtories in Ale-houſes, 


Your 


g 

nos þF 

| Your next period is three weeks or a month, — 
= No two People's imagination will be exactly 
ſtruck the ſame way, in theſe kinds of bull 
neſſes. They happen ſeldom, and more is left 
to fancy and feeling than to experience, but l 
own, that one week's. difference between three 
weeks and a month, ſtrikes me as material. A 
week paſt the call (in a grave buſineſs and from 
a large and diſtant County) feels to me as a 
{mall matter; and yet I fear that a ſecond like 
period added to it would be felt as ſhowing a 
coldneſs: and other Counties would be ing 
where are our Leaders. 

In ſuch a caſe, perhaps, i it might be well to de- 
ſire a Member to mention that ſuch a Petition 
| would ſoon come, and deſire the attendance of 
the Houſe ; or you might leave a diſcretion in 
him with the help of Friends advice on the 
ſpot. 
lt ſeems to me a kind of mixed caſe in which 
the prize is not to be won by mere ſpeed—nor 
yet by dint of mere numbers, but by a grave, 
decent, ſteady proceeding neither languid nor 
haſty ; and ſupported by a weight of property 
and by numbers proportioned to the time thought 
proper to give it, whatever that time might be. 

It is a very common thing when ſome Parties 
have petitioned the Houſe, for any (common 
Bill) for others more remotely intereſted, to 
throw in ſupplemental Petitions in which they 
generally (as I dare ay you mult have 3 

Sin 
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begin © obſerving by the voten of the Honourable 
— that a Petition, Wc. c. I hardly think 
this would apply to the preſent caſe, becauſe all 
the County is ſuppoſed to be appriſed of the ſub. 
je& matter: yet I juſt name it as not an im- 
poſſible mode of acting, if from any circum- 
ſtance a ſecond ſire ſhould kindle ; and, any 
ſhould on ſecond thoughts repent mel ey did 
not ſign the Petition. 

« Mr. Sayer from Halifax, writes to me 
January 14th, that leaving the Petition at a 
Public-houſe they find will hed have the effet— 
which makes it troubleſome to wait on the 
greater part ; however, he judges it will be re- 
ſpectably ſigned from that quarter although it 
is very much diſcountenanced by a few.“ 

If this be the general account it argues for 
delay. I return to what I premiſed in the be- 
ginning, that, altho* ſomething certainly de- 
pends on the mode of bringing the buſineſs 
forward (and in many caſes, indeed, the whole 
ſucceſs turns upon it) yet I think here the 
great point is, W the People are rouſed or 
not. All the management in the world, nay, 
falſe muſters (if we were capable of uling them) 
would not avail. If they are not yet awakened 
either to the iniquity or impolicy of the pre- 
ſent meaſures, nor (if they like the meaſures) 
even to the neceſlity of cxconomy, even to the 
carrying them on; all I can ſay is, that they do 
not * know yet * they would have, 
but 
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but are ſeeking for the exzcution of fooliſh bad 
projedts without the means. That this teads'moſt 
Uirectly to ruin is very clear; but it is 28 clear 
that We (Parliament) ſhall not ſtop probably till 
you call upon us; and that you will not call 
upon us in the right key to be heard, till the 
ſentiment is very general; and we muſt go on 
till things are bad enough, A reſpectable ap- 
pearance in London (eſpecially if other Ooun- 
ties ſend the like) would, doubtleſs, form a 
kind of affembly which could not be without 
its weight. It would ſhew anxicty; and the 
anxiety of a conſiderable body of this kind would 
give 2 grave turn to men's minds, if any thing 
would. I know this is the ſentiment of ſome, 
and I know no reaſoh on the other ſide, It is 
true, you might be made the ſubject of Jeſt, 
and called a little Anti-Parliament, &c. &c. fec. 
0 you would, if you' were not really ſo. There's 
no jeſt like a true jeſt. If a National Aſſembly 
of this kind, carried its genuine marks of dig- 
nity about it (without any mace) it wonld not 
be laughed at long. You would likewiſe (on 
the above fuppoſition of the meaſure being ge- 
nerally adopted) be at hand to confult, 

I am much obliged by your kind anxiety 
about my health; I have very nearly, thoꝰ not 
quite ſhaken off that tendency to a fore throat, 
which was beginning at York. The worſt con- 
ſequence has been keeping me within doors. 

125 8 on 
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On re-peruſing this letter, I find it written in 
2 deſultory manner; from which, I | 
you will be able to gather tho whole my fn 
timents. Indeed, I do not find it eaſy to ar- 
range all the plus and minus quantities on one 
fide or the other, in ſuch a ſubje& aq this, and 
give the preciſe reſult. 1 thought it beſt to ſet 
down all that occurred to me, »H Pay ds. 
bating and balancing i it in my own. Oy” 
I am, Sir, 

With great regard, 
Your moſt obedient, 


And moſt humble * 
0. SAVILE. 


Paper II. 
Letter fromSir G. Sa vil x tothe Rev. C. Wrvu I- 


London, May a, 1710. 
Dear Sir, f 
OUR favour of the 11th, one of 
much information to me, and not, I think, 
requiring an immediate anſwer, I have been 


obliged to take the part of poſtponing it to one 
or 
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or two others; which called upon me for ſome 
communication of my thoughts and explana-. 

tion of the plan I had laid down for my con- 
duct; as to the one article which alone ſeems 
ſubject (at leaſt chiefly ſubject for the ee 
to difficulty or doubt. | 

I have had occaſion, on this head, to wets 
letters to Mr. Foljambe, and at his defire, to 
my Steward; and ſince that, I have taken oc- 
caſion to expatiate pretty ſtrongly on the; ſub. 
ject, in a letter incloſing my anſwer to the 
Mayor, Recorder, and many reſpectable Gen- 
tlemen of Leeds, who had expreſſed to me their 
approbation of the vote I gave for the bringing 
in a Bill (moved by Mr. Sawbridge) for ſnort- 
ening the duration of Parliaments. You readily 

ſee, having % voted, while I was yet waiting for 
my orders, it behoved me to explain a little par. 
ticularly the why and the wherefore of what I 
had done. That letter may poſſibly enough 
become ſo public, that it may fall in your way, 
as I laid no reſtraint on my Correſpondent, 
(Mr. Gamaliel Lloyd, who tranſmitted to me 
the thanks above mentioned) but indeed rather 
ſuggeſted the contrary wiſh. 

I have, in all theſe letters, ſuggeſted (amongſt 
other things) that I laboured under a fear of 
being miſled, as to the general ſentiment on the 
ſubje& of triennial Parliaments. I would ſup- 
poſe, many who might have a canſiderable- 
preference to the triennial Parliaments, who yet 


will 
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will not like to ſign the Aſſociation, which-in 
truth ſays a great deal more ; for it makes that 
one thing not only deſirable or preferable to 
any other, but preferable to all other pointt or qua» 
lities whatſoever. Ability, fidelity, &c. &. do 
not even put a man within the poſſibility of be- 
ing choſen by a Conſtituent, who has bound 
himſelf to that one quality. Thoſe only there- 
fore will ſign Aſſociations, who do ſee the mat · 
ter in this ſtrong light, for others who do not, 
certainly will not, who yet may prefer (and 
conſiderably too) triennial Parliaments. -. . 
And in truth, when I conſider that the pre- 
miſes laid down were, that when Influence was 
« lefſened, and Repreſentation equalized, then 
« triennial Parliaments would do certain good, 
« and be without inconvenience,” one is led 
to ſuppoſe, that the concluſion would have 
been, that wnle/e the two points were obtained, 
the third was not of certain good, or clear of incon« 
venience, yet the Jockey is nevertheleſs ſtrictly 
and unconditionally directed to run for the 
third heat, whether he had won a heat or no 
before. | x | | 

Theſe conſiderations and the earneſt defire I 
have really to know the ſenſe of the greater and 
moſt reſpectable part of my Conſtituents, make 
me regret that there' has not been ſome way 
thought of ſimply to extract that one opinion; 
lince it would have preciſely the ſame effect on 
me, if a Conſtituent tells me he wiſhes it r 

O, 


[ 208 J 


ſo, as if he told me twenty times he would not 
chuſe me but on th$t condition. I muſt, how. 
ever, lay together all the evidence I can get, 
and form my judgment as well as the caſe 
admits of. The letter from Leeds has added a 
conſiderable weight on one (ide. 

Iam next about writing to Mr. Miles on the 
fame ſubject, but I fear I muſt excuſe myſelf 
from entirely falling in with what he ſeems to 
expreſs his wiſhes for. I mean the doing any 
thing to lead that opinion which I want to 
follow.—1 beg my compliments to Mrs, Wy will 
Jam, Dear Sir, with great regard, 

Your 2 and obedient humble ſervant, 

G. ln 


Poper ii. 


Wa ha SAvILE 6% Net c. rn. 


> Bi0GLrowand, Fuly gr 1780. 
Dear Sir, y h 


OUR favour, of the 14th, reached me z 

little, and but a little, before I left Lon · 

don, and the hurry of a great number of little 

matters which one always has to do, gr token 
| un 
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undone when one is juſt ſetting out, has occa- 
ſioned me to poſtpone writing till now; that 
I take the heat of the day t this place for it. 

With regard to the firſt ſubje& mentioned in 
your letter, I have only ſhortly to ſay that 1 
continue exactly in the ſame intention as I ſer 
out with, and perfectly ready with great plea- 
ſure to lend my hand towards the accompliſh. 
ment of my Conſtituents* wiſhes on the head 
of the duration of Parliaments. I am ſure, to 
ſay the leaſt of it, it is an experiment they have 
a right to make if they pleaſe; and I cannot 
help adding, that, for any great good that 
Septennial Parliaments have done in my me- 
mory, I can by no means wonder that there 
ſhould be a degree of earneſtneſs to try ſome- 
thing different; at the ſame time, however, en- 
tertaining in my own mind (as I believe I have 
ſuggeſted before) a more promiſing expectation 
from the other part of the plan, a meliorated 
Repreſentation, which indeed, as you know, 
preceded the alteration of the Term in the 
original Reſolutions. 1 

I amuſed myſelf the other day with what I may 
call a Parliamentary Experiment, the refult of 
which rather confirmed me in the propriety of 
that precedence given to the adequate Repre- 
ſentation even almoſt as a ſine qua non, for the 
making a Parliament ſuch a body as the ſecond 
Regulation would operate upon: For it is 
Gly to ſee that whether a perfectiy corrupt 
or. I. 0 Borough 
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Borough ſell itſelf every three or only every 
ſeven years, the chief difference will be ſuch as 
will exiſt in the caſe of any other .bargain or 
leaſe for a ſhorter. or longer term; viz. a pro- 
portionable difference in price—and as to this 
caſe the ſimile perfectly applies of waſhing one's 
ſhirt ever ſo often if the water be as dirty ag 
the ſhirt. 

The moſt uncourtly oppoſition queſtion we 
have had this year, was when after having voted 
the © influence of the Crown to be great, &c.” 
we moved to addreſs the King not to prorogue 
or diſſolve us till we had effectually diminiſhed 
it. We loſt it in the proportion of about fix to 

five, Now this was an uphill trying courſe, 
an experimentum crucis of ſtoutneſs againſt in. 
fluence. In this queſtion the Houſe being 

ivided into claſſes ſhewed themſelves: nearly 
in the following proportions : 

County Members about 3 to t (the 3 being 
on the ſide of the minority). 

Borough (Engliſh) Members about 4 93 
| (the 4 being on the majority ide.) Uh 

The Members of a certain long County, 
which ſends NOR ang a (at the 
leaſt.) 

Scotch Members 9 or 8 to 1 (ditto.) 
Cinque Ports about 4 to 1 (ditto.7) 

Now here are two experiments tryed in 
one. You ſee how County. Members voted in 


fuch a very ſtrong queſyion, and you muſt re- 
mem 
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member that this was in ſome ſort in the middle 
geſſien of à Triennial-Parhament. It follows 
that County Members are either (as we ſay of 
cropt horſes) good in nature, or that the ap- 
of Elections operated on them, and not 
the others, who you fee by the combination 
of their 4 to 3—8 to 1—9 to 1—and 4 torr 
overſet the 3 to 1 of the County Members, and 
brought the whole mixture to a ratio of 6 to g 
againſt them. This explains to you what I 
mean by the expreſſion at the bottom of the 
ſecond page, to make Parliament into ſuch a body 
as the near approach of an Election would ope- 
rate upon. I cannot be ſure that I give you the 
numbers correctly, having loſt the rough minute 
1 had made of it, in our Civil Wars; the outline 
of it is corre& enough however fully to up- 
hold my conclufion. ©, 

The ſecond ſubject mentioned in your letter 
gives me 1 aſſure you very ferious anxiety. It 
is well worthy the attention of all who may be 
aſſembled on the '28th.—I have not with me 
the copies of the Correſpondence on that ſub- 
jet. (It was pretty correct in ſome of the 
papers.) I left them in Mr, Hartley's hands, who 
is or will ſoon be in Glouceſterſhire. The order 
itſelf, Lord Amherſt's two letters to Colonel 

, Twiſleton, and the latter end of the Lord Preſi- 
dent's, in which he ſays the order mult doubt- 
leſs continue as long as the troops ſtay in Lon- 
don, ſeem to me * — of 
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for obſerve, that the order is not to London 
only but (as I underſtand) all over England. 
No that becauſe there had been riots in Lon. 
don and the Magiſtracy had been negligent and 
inſufficient, therefore, the Military ſhould a& 
all over England without the Civil Magiſtrate, 
uſe riots were apprehended and Magilſtrateg 
might be negligent, is what I do not underſtand, ' 
I come Sir now (and perhaps you may think 
1 have been long enough in coming) to the buſi- 
neſs regarding Popiſh Schools, concerning which 
I believe you may aſſure yourſelf that it neither 
was in the intention of the framers, nor in 
the effect of the Bill, to legaliſe Popiſh Schools. 
It is the natural queſtion to aſk when any regu- 
lation is ſuppoſed to be made of an illegal thing. 
One Lawyer argued on this ground in the 
Houſe, but I believe in the univerſal opinion 
he was unfounded. . For an inſtance, the buſi- 
neſs of a Smuggler is unlawful, yet à law to 
puniſh any crime more ſeverely, if committed 
by a perſon in the a& of Smuggling, would 
not legaliſe Smuggling, or if it was to make an 
act innocent in a common man, criminal-if com- 
mitted by a man in the act of Smuggling., 
Having ſaid this, I will venture to ſuggeſt as 
a queſtion of prudence, whether all Public no- 
tice one way or other of this ſubject while men's 
minds are yet warm were not better avoided.— 
And in truth the Bill (although I think it 
was all that ſeemed to be left to be done) was 
| fo | we yet 
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yet but a ſmall matter. I verily believe the 
evil was by no means crying. But, let the in- 
ſtances be few or many, it is certainly right to 
prevent it, for ſurely the very ſame reaſoning 
which would allow to the Roman Catholics the 
education of their own children, entitles us to 
prevent their tampering with ours. Be the 
object therefore, great or ſmall, it was 
right, and if it would contribute to ſatisfy men's 
minds who might ſuppoſe the evil was more 
alarming, it was an additional advantage and 
not to be lighted at ſuch a moment, indeed at 
any moment, for I do not know the time or oc- - 

caſion when Public fatisfaQion is nat z worthy 

object of Law-making, 
Conſidering all theſe drcymflances, I with 
to ſuggeſt whether it is not the wiſeſt 
courſe to let the whole matter ſubſide, and not 
turn men's minds at all (at leaſt for a time) to 
the renewal of ideas which have of late occy- 
pied our minds ſo unpleaſantly. "1 
Im, Dear Sir, | 
Your much abliged, | 

And vbedlent hymble or; 

| G. SAVILE. 
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Letter t Sir C. 5a vii iy ths Rev C Wir, 
| Dear S, ä 


1 Thank you for the favoyr of your, opinion 
on the ſubject of my laſt letter; and T ſhall 
certainly follow your advice. If any other per- 


ſon ſhould make a motion to the ſame effect, l 


make no 1 0 the 5 will defer ac- 
ceding to it, howevet highly they may proye 
the Kit for regulating Poi Aba, when 
they find that. it ap 5 to you improper to 
meddle with that bufineſs at preſent, The late 
abominable riots had for ſome time a very. vi 
ble effect to our. diſadvantage, even in parts of 
the country, the moſt remote from danger, 
But as the conſternation ſubſides, the wiſhes 


and affections of the People ſeem to return into 


their old channel; and I hot ope | by the 2d of Au- 
guſt, the day fixed for the Committee Meeting, 
the temper of the Yorkſhire Freeholders will 
take in good part any decent Expoſtulation with 


— Miniſtry, on their apparent eagerneſs to employ 


the army without the uſual reſtraint of civil 
authority. If you could procure copies of the 
orders, and Lord Amherſt's Letters to Colonel 
Twiſleton, time enough to tranſmit them to 
York before the Meeting, might I beg the fa- 


vour of you to do it? I ſhall be at York Tavern 


A 


-- 
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on the 31ſt of July. I need not fay bow ex 
ceedingly neceſſary it is, that we ſhould be per- 
fetly exact and accurate in any Reſolutions that 
the Committee may chuſe ta adopt, nor con- 
ſequently bow. much we ſhall all feel ourſelves 
indebted for your kind afliſtance;> // - 5 
With reſpe& to the prbpoſitions for a Paxlia- 
mentary Reform, I muſt beg leave to lay atew 
words; after having acknowledged che great 
pleaſure I received from obſerving that your 
ſentiments on thoſe points are very. nearly what 
the Aſſociators profeſs. to hold, you are in fact 
of that family; the reſemblance between you ts 
ſtrong, and a common eye might cally over- 
look the difference. © 
What I wiſh to ſuggeſt is this; that in the pre- 
- miles, or the argumentative part of the Form 
of Aſſociation, the preference is given to the 
addition of County. Members, and the pro- 
priety of that meaſure being carried before 
Parliaments ſhould be ſhortened, is plainly im- 
plyed. The order of time, it is true, is not 
diſtinctly ſet down in the concluſion, where the 
two propoſitions are mentioned together, and the 
ſupport of both alike is expected to be engaged 
for, it might haye been more clearly expreſſed, 
and it was merely to avoid the flovenlineſs of 
repetition, that it was not; which was not a 
good reaſon, perhaps in.a compoſition of that 
kind. I imagined there could be no difficulty 
to underſtand the latter clauſe, as ſubject to all 
the limitations expreſſed or plainly implyed in 
the preceding clauſes; and therefore, that ac- 
, 04 cording 
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cording to the reaſoning of thoſe clauſes, the 
ſhortening of the duration of Parliament could 
not be ſuppoſed to be engaged for, previous tothe 
obtaining of ro County Members, becauſe till 
then it 1s plainly implyed to be a bad meaſure, 
But that difficulty might be ſolved, I ſhould 
think, by the Committee explaining that to be 
their intention, or by giving inſtructions, when 
they nominate Deputies to the next General 
Meeting in London, to apply for the ſeveril 
Bills in that order of time. Would ſuch an 
ent take off the weight of your objeQtions? 
If it would, I ſhall rejoice it has occurred to me. 
Tt did occur to me when I received your for- 
mer letter, ſtating this and ſome other difficul. 
ties; in my anſwer to which, I was unwilling to 
have the appearance of preſſing arguments perti- 
naciouſly, when Icould notexpecttobeabletooffer 
one, that you had not long agoconſidered and de- 
cided uponin your own mind. I hold youin much 
too higheſteem and reſpecttotrouble you withſuch 
an improper debate. But as this particular difi. 
culty is mentioned again in your laſt letter of 
the 17th of July, 1 thought I might endeavour 
to give an explanation of what was meant in 
any clauſes of the Aſſociation with lefs impro- 
priety, as well as leſs force upon my own feel- 
ings ; and I ſhall have great pleaſure, if the 
explanation, or either of the expedients I have 
mentioned, afford you any ſatisfaction. 
I am, Dear Sir, 
| Moſt truly and faithfully yours, 
C. WYVILL. 


Paper V. 


1 
my Faper V. 
Letter from Sir G. Sa vil. x to the Rev. C. Wrv xX. 
| | '  NzwcasTLE, Auguft 4th, 1 to, 

Dear Sir, | Auguſt u, 7 
AVING received by to-day's poſt the fa- 
vour of your letter, incloſing the Reſo- 
lutions of the Committee and adjourned Com- 
mittee on the ad and 3d of Auguſt. I take the 
I have, although too late for to- 
night's poſt, of returning you my thanks for 
the communication of them. I had it not in my 
power to comply with your deſire, of ſending 
you the copies of the correſpondence regarding 
the ſubject of the Military Orders; (for ibe Mi- | 

litary's acting, &c. and for the diſarming the Per. 
ſons therein ſpecified ).not having brought down 
with me the copies which I had from the 
Houſe. I think, however, that all of them had 
been in the papers. I am very happy, in con- 
curring entirely with the ſentiments 
in the Reſolutions regarding the buſineſs of rhe 
Military Orders; 1 think them very correct in 
their matter, as well as temporate in the lan. 
guage and manner. What reaſons can be given 
for the continuance of an Order extending through 
the Kingdom, although grounded on local and tem- 


ferary emergency, I own, I cannot well con- 
ceive ; 
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ceive ; and! think that matter is well pointed 
at in the 3d Reſolution of the 2d page. Your 
' ſolution, in your former favour, of my diff. 
culty regarding the Precedence of the meaſure 
for purifying the ſources of Repreſentation, to 
that for ſhortening its duration, is perfectly to 
my mind, if jt be ſo underſtood. You' ſtate that 
the Reſolutions being to be interpreted by the 
Preamble, the 100 New Members are under. 
ſtood to be obtained; before the other tan be 
expected to do good. - But, 1 remember in ar. 
Fans it ſome what in that way with Lord 
on, he rather ſeemed to me to conceiye 
the. Preamble was to bend to the more poſitive 
directions of the Reſolutions, in which the 
ſhorter duration (although 1 think it follows) is 
not made conditional on the — ods Scher. 
2 > * Fl Wor rs.” + 
dr ths With great regard, 20 - 
3 Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
NEE G. SAVILE 
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e 
Letter from Sir G. SAVILE to the Rev, C. WyviLL, 


Nséldtil, Tueſday « I v* clock.” 
ae ie, . * 
Dear Sir, 

OUR * found me this morning 
* drawing towards the conciuſion of an 
dreſs to my late Conſtituents, and which I had 
degun on the firſt intelligence of the difſolution 
many interruptions, and being unavoidably en- 
gaged out to dinner ta day, * me to 
keep your meſſenger, for I had a. great 
to ſend my, addreſs back by him; and I now 
venture to beg you, to be ſo good as to get it 
(correctly) inſerted in the two York newſ] 
and to be continued, I. think, till the election. 
am obliged to deſire you likewiſe to get the 
ſame inſerted in two London of the moſt 
public circulation. Indeed, am aſhamed to 
lay this trouble upon you, but having nothing 
like a correct copy or foul draught of it, I ſhould 
loſe a great deal of time in | making ; another co- 
py for London. 

I cannot, with any Fla of conveniates 
come to York on Thurſday, neither do I know. 
that it would be uſeful or right. Whenever 
the High Sheriff appoints a meeting, my _ 


* 
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will be to attend. I will beg early notice when 
it is, leaſt I ſhould miſs the papers. 

I have endeavoured to expreſs my mind ſo 
fully in the addreſs which I incloſe, that L chinkit 
will ſtand in the place of any anſwer or reaſon. 
ing, 1 might otherwiſe inſert here regarding my 
figning the Aſſociation. 

I do not know that I ſhould have wiſhed fo 
much as you ſeem to do for the junction: Ira. 
ther incline to think, it is a time fo me to | 
dedare my ſentiments with freedom, and leave 
8 reſt to the feelings of the people. I have 

thought, that nothing but feeling would do 
ao, Fn good, and whether we have yet felt 
js foe: | I know not, and rather think not. 

I am ſorry to ſay, we are going toloſe a right 
honeſt, and Whig Member of Parliament in L. ].* 
I wiſh that no leſs real friends to liberty may 
fign the Aſſociation, or that the loſs of him may 
be made up; I doubt it. | 
I have hardly had time to correct the punctua· 
tion or errors of the pen; if in peruſing it, you 
a ih of thy kind (tor I am an imps- 
e bh 
t em. 


* Lord John Cavendiſh, who did not fatiefy his Conftitnents 8 
York, that he would vote for Triennial-Parliaments ; and there- 
fore, was not re- elected. He was oppoſed by men who reſpeted 
his virtues, and wiſhed him to continue their Repreſentative ; but 
who reſolutely ſacrificed their perſonal attachment to the ſupe- 
rior conſiderations of honour, conſiſtency of conduct, and the 
cauſe of Poſttical Reformation. 1 

own 
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1 own I am ſomewhat afraid, I am too late 
with my advice at the end of the addreſs, and 
that we have failed for want of that union 1 
recommend ſo -urgently ; it cannot be helped 
now. I fay again, we muſt ſuffer a little more, 
ſmall miſtakes in management, r 
when we become a little ſorer. 

The copy you will have the trouble of order: 
ing for the London papers, you Mn — 
like to ſhew firſt to the Committee on 
narben I e thew to wiſh it may be fo 

I am in haſte, 

Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Much your obliged and obedient ſervant, 
S8. SAVILE. 


Paper VII. 
Letter from Sir G. Sa vil tothe G. Wrvur. 


Nawcaorus, e Sept. 6th, 115 


. , TS ns — — — 


Dear Sir, 


eee 
letter to the Sheriff, and of his anſwer, 
reached * 
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The refuſal of the High Sheriff is doubtlek x 
ſufficient ground for any reſpectable body (or 
competent number) of Gentlemen to call a meet · 
ing. The firſt channel of ſuch matters is the 
Sheriff. That compliment once paid, common 
practice, as well as the reaſon of the thing, points 
out the other. But it appears to me (and ſtrongly 
ſo to a friend or two I am conſulting) that ſuch 
an application ought not to proceed from the 
Committee only, or from the Committee as Com- 
mittee ; but to be made by as general a /ignature 
(of the moſt reſpectable names) as the time allows, 
and indiſcriminately without excluding the 
' friends of any Candidate. As to the time, it 
ſeems to depend, perhaps, on circumſtances un. 
known to us. If the operation which is the 
object of thoſe who call the meeting, is deter- 
mined upon, and ready prepared for the pro- 
poſing, Turely the meeting cannot be too Toon : 
it is now but a0 days to the election. How can 
a meeting be well obtained ſooner than will be 
neceſſary to concert and execute whatever is to 
be done, to carry its reſolutions to effect? On 
the contrary, if nothing is ready to be propoſed, 
it will make any ſet of Gentlemen appear to 
diſadvantage, who ſhall have called ſuch a meet- 
ing prematurely. | 
I continue to think I have no call to the Com- 
mittee to-morrow, and indeed, as to uſing any 
endeavours to alter the conduct of the late Re- 
preſentatives of the City, I could by * 


J 223 J 


think of it, were it in my power, which it by 
no means is. What motive can he, or ought 
he to have for acting contfary to his opinion? 
I take the caſe to be without remedy, You 
will loſe in him many excellent qualities ; but 
if he does not hold the one opinion neceſſary by 
the terms of the Aſſociation, it neceſſarily over - 
balances all the good on the other fide. This 
I ſtated in ſome of my former letters. 
However I do not know that the majority of 

the Electors of York (nor indeed what number 
of them) have ſigned the Aſſociation: Ihave heard 
no conſiderable number. If fo, he will not be 
excluded; if he be, who is to ſerve the City, I 
cannot gueſs, Others (excellent Members of 
Parliament) may be lofing their Elections, in 
other places, at the ſame time, who would do 
no diſcredit to any place, and it vill then be too 
late. 

Iam uowillicg to detain your meſſenger, 2 
I do not know of any material thing omitted.” 

I am, Dear Sir, _ 
With great regard, 
Tauoour obedient bumble FEY | 
G. SAVILE. 


I ſhall wiſh to have early notice of the time 
fixed for the Pe day and __ 
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Paper vm 


Letter from the Rev. C. wr. » 80. 
SvE. 


bos vor. Hatt, December 8 thte. 


Dear Sir, 
1 next Meeting of our | Yorklkize Com 
mittee will be deld in a few weeks, the 
Members, therefore, are beginning to conſider 
who will be proper Perſons to be appointed De- 
 legates for Yorkſhire, in the intended General 
Meeting of Deputies in London. On this extraor- 
dinary occaſion, it is natural their thoughts ſhould 
immediately turn to you and Mr. Duncombe, in 
whom they have ſo lately expreſſed their utmoſt 
confidence, by committing into your hands, in 
concurrence with the other Freeholders of the 
County, the ordinary Conſtitutional Truſt, to 
repreſent them in Parliament. I wiſh therefore 


| to conſult you on this ſubject, and to know 


whether ſuch appointment would be agreeable 
to you ; not doubting you will undertake with 
= and alacrity this additional labour, if your | 
acceptance of the new Deputation ſhall appear 
likely to promote the cauſe of National Re- 
formation. One thing ſeems clearly neceſſary, 
that you and your worthy Colleague Mr. Dun- 
combe, ſhould either be appointed Delegates 

together 


7 
b 
, 
, 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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together or be together omitted. Other mat- 
ters there may be not of ſo eaſy diſcuſſion, 
which without compliment or affeQation, ILleave 
to your ſuperior judgment to decide. The 
difficulties I allude to, ariſe chiefly from theſe 
two conſiderations, whether if the General De- 

ſhould Petition Parliament, it might 
not be an advantage on the hearing of the Pe- 
tition to any Member of Parliament in his Par- 
kamentary Capacity, if he were not a Member 
of that Body from whom the Petition may be 
preſented to Parliament; and, in the next place, 
whether it may be adviſable for you, who are 
certainly the Leader of the Independent Party, 


to take a ſtep which may embroil you with the 


Nobility, How far it may be prudent to riſque 
ſome degree of diſadvantage in theſe two points 
of view, for the fake of obtaining ſuperigr ad- 
vantage by the weight and credit the General 
Meeting of Deputies would derive from your 
concurrence and » I do not pre- 
tend to judge in this caſe. 1 um really in the 
ſituation of doubt, to be determined by what- 
ever is your decided opinion.” Having with 
honeſt ſincerity i ed what appears to me 
to deſerve ſome conſideration, I ſhall only ſay 
farther, I wiſh you may reſolve to join the De- 
putation, becauſe if theſe difficulties are not 
material, I am clear your being nominated one 
of the Yorkſhire GE, A 


portant advantage. 
You, MI. | The 


234-1 | 
The incloſed copy of a letter to me from Sir 
Robert Smyth with my anſwer to it, will give 
a ſketch of that plan, which with the ne. 
ceſſary correttions: ſeems likely to be 
on the 3d of January, and at the · ſame time, 
will give you the ſatisfaction to ſee, that Tork. 
hire ſtill preſerves ts Nation of reſpe@ among 

X the other Countie. 

It will give me great pleaſure to hear ihe 
buſineſs of moving the amendment of our Re- 
preſentation in Parliament is ſettled to your 
mind. And believe me, Dear Sir, I am parti. 

cularly deſirous to hear you are well in health 
and Fan e ever r moſt n yours, 
8 wat rung 


"ls 
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| Dear Sir & NO 157 eee 


Veen 8988 Taube, Lame lub 
to acoount for my long ſilence; from the 


th or $th f this month, when I received your 
favour of the Sth incloſing copies of the Cor- 


els 1 : reſpondence 
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reſpondende with Sir Robert Smyth. If, How. 
ever, Mr. Hartley has been in the way of re- 
ceiving à ſhort line I wrote in anſwer to his 
inquiry after me, and if he has been likewiſe 
in the way of communicating” with you, you 
will hive learnt before now that my-Mence was 
owing to an unavoidable cauſe; Indeed, I am 
yet not ſtout enough to venture on a very cold 
journey, (which the ſeaſon promiſes) or — 
not have been in London now? (27h . 

1 do not entertain a doubt, or the thadow of 
one, of che perfe&impropricty of my or any 
Member of Parliament being a Delegate, hut if 


it was only the mere ſpeculative incorretinefs, if I 
may fo call it; or, even the appearance of a want 


of fit and able Perſons of the Body of ibe Nation 
or People, 1 ſhould not inſiſt on the objection 
could any ſolid advantage be nropoſed by it: 
for I have long ago learnt that the things of this 
world are not to de governed by Grammatical 
Rules, and that that is the beſt plan which in 
practice will beſt attain its object. But here alf 
the objections ſeem to be on one fide, and, I 
dare ſay the inconveniencies which: you ſuggeſt 
and many more would be found to attend the 
double character of Member and Delegate; or, 
in other words, Member in two Aſſemblies, the 
one formed for the very purpoſe of being (in 
a Conſtitutional way) a check upon the other 
At leaſt an Aſſembly e e a Mili- 
tary and Sea-· Phraſe. 

| P 2 1 fall 
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1 fall in with your opinion very much te. 
pecting the ſteps you ſeem to in view, re. 
garding the Parliamentary Refi if I under. 
ſtand you tightly on that ſubject. It ſeem 
indeed to me too true, that the object of Nu. 
damenta / Parliamentary Reform is not yet either 
univerſally or warmly and deciſively ſupported. 
I mean even out of doers; and it is, I think, 
à pretty clear propoſition, that our Houſe will 
not rudely force the Meaſure upon their /Conſti- 
tuents. Indeed to fay the truth, I find no-fuch 
. diſpoſition. The little \in-door inquiry I have 
made is rather difeouraging. I am ſure the 
beſt you can expect from us ia, vis inertia, if you 
are tolerably eafy about it ont af doors. A flow 
remedy by diet propoſed to a Patient under an 
acute diſtemper, is à cold comſortleſs proſpee. 
Ruin and Calamity are taking much more huge 
ſtrides than a poor limping Reform can do: and 
at any rate, I aſſure you, however, we ſhall 
never think of it unleſs actuated hy a pretty 
decided motive (I am at a loſs for a word) from 
without. | S545 
My opinion is, ſhortly, that toe don't care at 
all about it. And that you (the People). don't 
yet care enough about it to impel us. I deſire 
no better proof than the Delicacies which you 


ſuggeſt the neceſſity of obſerving, and the 
nicety in avoiding all expreſſion which may diſgu/ 
in thoſe Public Inſtruments which are to be cal - 


culated to induce the Petitioners for n. 
> '* +40 


1 1 

to be Ukewiſe ſolicitous ſor a 
Reform; Now, my Dear Sir, were the People | 
both ſenfible of their bad treatment, and, ltr. 
wiſe under a: cen victias that the correctiue Remedy 
in queſtion "as fe ver cure; you would ind 
kttle nerd of Temperanients: and Caution | not 10 
n 
Tou would not tall of what yon ſo well ex- 
er ere 
of ground for-reſignatures 

In truth, as to the firſt fact, n 
fret that any ching is going wrong; and, as to 
the ſecond; we are a3 far from fodling:an immo 
diate relation: between our Diſurder and the 
Remedy of additional Kniglits, as 2 Patient in 
a fever is from being guided by iuſtinct to fuch 
Medicines as sciauceʒ and be Fyculty _ 

— js perlighs- a Ader 
The remedy of Inſtinct is to toſs and tumble to 
the cold fide the beti, or get at ſome cold water, 
or to jump out of the window: You ate labour. 
ing in a very good Work if you can ſo watch 
that fever, (which you mit expect at "the crit) 
and fo regulate its pulſe, that ſome other re- 
medy but Civil War be adminiſtered. Þ 
know ou tryſt to à ſort of a mock Fever or 
irritabĩn which you Ein guide to kane 9 
good, I donbt it. | 

" From many eircureſtances of dend, 
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burden laid on the People, is ſo far fram being 
felt, that it is not yet even in fight ;) L. ſay 
from theſe cirtumſtances and others, the 
are behind - hand two or three years in their ap. 
prehenſions. It has been ſaid repeatedly, ſureh 
they will frel ibis year.' Ichave alwayb ſaid, ny 
yet. I have been many times; right; I thall ay 
ſo ſtill, for I can but be — I ſhall then 
be ſo with a vengeance I fea. hot 
And don't ſuppoſe it '2 fate: thing dat tin 
ſtorm will. all break on the heads af thoſe we 
_ call the Authors of our calamities. Heat 
: * the lightening by aur Conductors. . 
I have wandered much. from my. ſuhject 
* indeed from my intention 1 
| . I chiefly mean to appriſe you in time that 
2 it at preſent appearꝭ to me, the.propoſition 
of 100 Knights, without general unartiſicial and 
hearty recommendation from without, will ſtand 
little chance within; nor will it come, (to all 
appearance) within that Iine which, according 
to the ad of the Conditions mentioned at Tork, 
will make it adviſable to ſtir in; I mean that 
of a creditable ſupport. Wy has indeed been ad 
viſed by ſame, to go by ſte ps in this matter, 
and only move fir a Propoſition, That the Re. 
preſentation ir inadequate, This cextainly may be 
much eaſier carried than any thing ſpecific, and 
why ? Becauſe it is nothing ſpecific. . So the in - 
fluence of the Crown was readily voted too 


eren . A number of Perſqus like to vote in 
a popular 


* of 
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2 popular theoretick Queſtion, provided it lead to 
no unmannerly effective conſequences. 

Yet it may be a queſtion, whether prudence 
may not- dictate getting this one ſtep, as a 
foundation. If you try the next and loſe it, 
you ſtill ſand at leaſt, as well, having got the 
firſt aſſertion eſtabliſhed, as you would have 
ſtood had you gone directly, to the ſpecific 
Queſtion. The prudenter Members ſcem'to in · 
cine to this, (I mean of 4 very few I have con- 
ſulted) and this is proof enough that their 
minds miſgive them on E r of the 
effective Queſtion, *.. ._- 

If L have ſucceeded a8 well in tiring you as I 
have myſelf, IL, am ſure it is time to ſubſcribe 
myſelf, with my belt Fopliments to Mrs. 
W 


Dor with great d, 5 
ae We | 
| 8. SAVILE, | 
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a 1 X. 
Letter * Sir 6. Saviꝑx tothe ker c. wee 
wee, 


Ty * . from the Country, having in 

meaſure accompliſhed the purpoſe of 
my EE the getting rid of my complaint ; 
and by the means propoſed (which f endes, 


voured moſt diligently to o purſye) viz, idle, 


lounging, and as as might be, thinking of nothing, 
Some little u matters however employed 


the laſt twa or three af, Wl which I ſpent at 


Rufford, having paſſed the reſt of the time at 
Lord 80250 1 in a quieter way than 1 
ſhould have done at home, Jad ad I paffed as uſual 
my Chriſtmas there. You N imagine that 
the above plan, was not ſuited much to keep 
my accounts very even in point of correſpond- 
ence ;- and, as an honeſt Bankrupt dri 
equally to all, without partiality even to his beſt 
friends, I have been obliged to poſtpone every 
thing, but ſuch as required immediate anſwers, 
But becauſe I have poſtponed, I have not forgot 
my thanks to you for the communications of 
the Papers, both before and when printed; and 
tho? this is but a ſcanty return for the yalue re- 
ceived, yet I was unwilling longer to delay it, 
-altho” it may not probably be long before I have 
the pleaſure of ſeeing you in * yet I 

t 


L 264 J 


that to enter into diſeuMons' of very point 
upon paper, is more than the time allows. In 
the excellent Addreſs from the Committee of 
Aſſociation, _—_— much truth, at the fame 


time, that perhaps every* part of it may not 
tend ſo babes — numbers, and to 
encreaſe Str „ as tu eſtabliſh Principles, and 
| dear Teſtimpny/ to Dofyines, I lament, how- 


ever, that if theſe two objeds do not conſtantly 
go together, it may perhaps be im the nature of 
the buſineſs that it nud de ſo. He who will 
2 his opinion whole and untouched; 

does irreptoachably : but he muſt not expect 
the advantages of conciliation; Ic is perhaps 
more virtyous to r on, r 1 firmly believe wwe 
ſhall do; for I do pat yet ſęee any mam within 
reach, by which an alteration is t be made. I 
ſce the people (from whom we ought perhaps 
to expect all unable if they were willing, and 
unwilling, if they were able ; and I think, if 


they were bath willing ind Wer FREE Brow 25 


ing very well how to 1 1 nor are we 
ſeady to accept of any but with ſuch 
as mix no impurities T irn dts ne views. 
| fear, as you do, the number of the Allies 
muſt be ſmail. What the People whorare'not 
EleRors can do (but refiſt) I don't Kno-; and 
what the People who are Electors will do, 
I know too well. We divided an the Dutch 

War laſt night 101 to 180. 
The only poſſible way therefore ſeems to mend 
the Repreſentative Body. Aye! but pony 
ye 
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of things, is there à probable pro: 
"of dai this, hen it is to be done by the 
105 T repeat, however, that it ſeems thy 
proper attempt to make whenever a plan is-ptg- 
poſed, and: there is an appearance (altho not 
of ſucceſs) af creditable ſupport. Lufeat — 
may think mea deſpairing Councellor, but l 
ow cannot in the -preſent praſpect: make out 
ſangyine. hopes, enough, to. induce me nn 
+more fatterigg-Rencoſentation.;: 2. 
I have got by degrees into a els 
Diſſertation, vhich I did not intend; Perhaps 


| dhe gloomyſxy, and the fad figure we made 


daſt night, has contributed to it, 41 makes me 
ſee things thro? too dark a . 3 
_— witk true regard, 1 88 

Den Jew moſt obedient, - wy 

ce droq idlgun ea N bumble A 1 
bets ti aws 7203 18. ak 
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Lexes/rom th Rex. C. Wir ts Sir 8. S1 . 
144% tht 20 7 rener 3 111, 3780. 
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FEW.” days after the Meeting « on the wh 

of October at Vork; I ſent. from. Thirkk a 
— copy of the Addreſs, directed tor 
you at Morpeth. It went by one of the 
Northern Diligences. And 1 believe the packet 


Ow reach Morpeth about the time When 
your 
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your corps: marched from that-neighbourhoog ; 
in all probability, therefore, you have, never 
received it. What! adds much to my per- 
plexity is my having dent aff; all my printed 
copies to other Gentlemen, 8 ſoon as! got 
them from „Tork; and: now not having: re- 
ceived another cargo, I am nnable to ſend you 
2 copy either of the quartoi or tie octavo 
edition. ai dt 0 20048 

Your going into winter quarters ſo early, 
has alſo diſappointed me. much in another re- 
ſpect. In yuur letter from Northallerton, you 
were ſo kind as to mention your deſign to have 
called at Burton in your way from York 
Races, if ſomewhat unforeſeen had not pre- 
yented you : I was at time. at Hartlepool, 
daß n gifY Adar But if your camp had 
not been unexpectedly broken up ſooner, I be- 

lieve this year than before, I might, perhaps, 
have had the pleaſure to ſee you here on your 
march Southward; and: I ſhould have deen 


very happy to have talked over the ſubject of 


the Second Adareſi, and tlie Propoſal for a Con- 
ciliatory Overture; and, although that Propoſal 
had failed, to. have tried with yon, -wkethey 
any other expedient for the ſame purpoſt . 
be found, or any ſtep could be taken to render 


that propoſition more acceptable to the Nobility 


on the One hand, and to the Committee om the 
other. But chance has deranged all my ſcheme; 
and I write. now, totally ignorant Where this: 
wil find you; and whether I can have any 


bai e 
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opportunity of waiting upon'yor;- before yon 
go up to ton. If you deſign to be atRulford; 
any time before you attend Parliament, I hope 
it will be in my power to pay my reſpects there, 
when I know you havr a little leiſure j 1 full 
have the greateſt pleaſuro in doing ſo; and, ! 
know of no engagement at all likely. to diſ- 
appoint me, for as to Deputation it in n 
thought of this winter. * 
Believe me ever, Dear Si, 5 
Wich great regard, 
NP troly and ineerely gene 
(1.4644 1} erate nyo 


Letter frenSir G dle the Rev, c, Wrew. 


_ nn At. 
Dear ire: — 


DO not at all oosder Ant von Weil be 
under much perplexity at the lo owl 
that has been on my part, fince you fe 
manuſcript addreſſed to Morpeth ; boeh i it 
did not reach me exactly in courſe; yet it was 
by no means delayed (by my not being there) 
in ſuch a manger as to account for my not 

" fog 


7 

ſoon after the receipt of it. Since "wg ro 
been confined here by: x difagreeable attack in 
the old way, too ach deranged, indeed, to 
give my mind to ſo much thought as the ſub- 
jet required. 1 and 
mean in a day or two to trouble you with a 
few more lines upon it. Finding the poſt 
does not go to-morrow, I ſend you this ſhort 
acknowledgement .of the reſt, -both of your 
Manuſcripts and of à printed Addreſs ; as, like- 
wiſe yaur laſt letter ſent to Ruſſord. Lam not 
ſure yet when I can leave this place. My beſt 

compliments wait on, Mrs. * 

Dear Sir, with great regar 

Ta Ss and moſt ak obedient ſervant, 
G. SAVILE. 


- 


Paper XIII. 
| Letter from Sir G. SAvILE fo the Rev. C. Wrvixx. 


Dear Sir, LunLar CarTun, November 24h, 1781, 
thort line I wrote to vou the other 
day, will have in ſome meafure accounted 


to 


t 
to you for the time that has elapſed fine y 
receipt of your favour; and of the Manuſcript 
and printed Copies of "the Second Addreſ. 1 
ſet about yeſterday to perform as well as I could, 
the promiſe IL had made to give you my ſenti. 
ments ſomewhat at latge upon it, but, not 
being yet quite well, IJ have not becm able to 
draw out my thoughts in a way fit (even to my 
own apprehenſion) to convey them to you: 
and, I therefore, think it better to refer᷑ it to 
Tome opportunity, when 1 may Haye the plex. 
ſure of converſing more it lutge on the fübject, 
than writing will welk admit of. And the 
rather as fiothing in the mean - time, waits for it; 
and the, Whole is now more a' matter of ſpecula. 
tive diſcuſſion, than of Counſel and Debate. 
I have been indeed literally pet forming Pete - 
lope's work; having ſpent yeſterday in writing 
to, you, and ſpinning à Tong Political Web; 
which my ſecond and better thoughts on my 
pillow, have adviſed me to throw aſide. A 
part, howeyer, of my letter occaſioned me no 
perplexity ; and called for no meaſured terms 
or delicacy of expreſlion ;-: I could not too 
ſtrongly expreſs the full aſſent I give to the 
introductory part, pointing out in their courſe 
and order the cauſes of our preſent ſituation.— 
1 do not know whether it be a kind of ſelf. 
complacency, which makes me approve with 
more than common reliſh, ſome paxts of that 
deduction of cauſes which I ſeem to myſelf as | 


read 
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read it, to have already made in my own mind; 
This is faid, I think by Swift to be the trueſt 
when one cries out; * 22 
Ils in with my way thinking: 4 . I | 
100 2 to the execution I K. that 
better judges by far _ . gos ie de, Gee | 
praiſe. % caving 
As to the reſt, that I nu r tiriaft you 
120 myſelf with ſuch a letter as ye narrowly 
eſcaped yeſterday, let mei reſtrain myſelf to the 
expreſſion of my ſincere wiſhes that every god 
effect you look for, may be the reſult of this 
publication. But there being yet 6peii/a funda- 
mental queſtion, on which opinions may de 
various, regarding the better rant of purfun 
the Public Object; it is impoſſible to fay \ whe: 
ther this Addreſs is calculated to efifure thof 
meant. Some may think a union, if it be poſh: 
ble ſhould be propoſed, in i caſe where certainly | 
all forces united, are not more than adequate'to 
the work. Soine again may conceĩve that ſuch 
apparent union would be hollow and falſe; and 
ſome again, that it very little matters one 
way or other. This laſt claſs may be well ſet 
aſide. In the mean - time the Proteſt and Ma- 
nifeſto, as a matter of controverſy, is 'ceftainly 
very ably drawn; and doubtleſs it is not on 
material, but che inconteſtable right of t 
popular Agents, to vindicate their own Prin: 
ples, to explain their Conduct, and to diſcrimi- 
nate whe e e from thoſe, held of Per: 
SL --: ſons 


| 
[0  £ 

ſons of different per ſuaſions. And the rather, 
as it is done in a manner very reſpectful ; and 
in ſome places ſo honourable to thoſe perſoms, 
that had no leſs kind fentiments over been 

unluckily ſuppoſed to be entertained; 'I-conld, 
perhaps, have conceived more ſanguine ex. 
| tions of an union. 

I ſhall be rr fee any profile poet s 
what you chearfully declare, that the people are 
yet uncorrupted, and that ( ſuppoſing them fo) 
they poſſeſs likewiſe that power without force, 
, and (by virtue of their . right alone) that 


momentum without motion, which will be ſuffi. 


cient to overthrow that ſyſtem of deſpotiſm 
and ruin, which I fear they will neither appre- 
hend nor underſtand till they feel it, and the 


work is done effeflually. I own I ſhould as much. 


expect to ſee the ſpirit and foreſight of a covey, 


defeat the deſigns of the ſetting dog and the 


ſportſman, who'very quietly and filently are 
ſpreading their light and gentle nets over them. 

I have again encroached on my reſolution, 
and am getting into a more detailed argument 
than I intended. I applaud all thoſe very much, 
who do not defpair of the Republic. 

I am fo forgetful as not to -recolle&t who is 
meant by the noble Perſon, who (when the 
Duke of Richmond's plan of extenſive Repre- 
ſentation was ſo wiſely given up) co-operated 


with his Grace in labouring' for a general Co- | 


alition. It is impoſſible not to enquire after 3 
name recorded in the Addreſs, with ſueh 2 


. rng [EY a «a *% " nw" "oi 
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liar and ſtrongly diſtinguiſhed praiſe: a praiſe 
which I doubt not will have 2 double effect. 1 
ſhould, havg been very happy to have ſeen you 
at Rufford; I am now ſoon: going to Sandbeck, 
and incline to think I muſt not venture to Par- 
liament. It is not impoſſible but I may paſs my 
Chriſtmas at home, and I ſhould then ay 
ſelf very happr to ſee you. 


Sir, your obliged, be 
Np wy * SAVILE.. 


Letter from Sir O. Saris vu. Rev. C. Wu 
W ele, aue 31h nta. 
Dear Sir, re 
Ladis nde an aſthmatic kind, 
which I have now ſhaken oft; together 
with a buſineſs of a preſſing kind in paint: of 
time, has hitherto prevented my 
the favour of your letter of the roth inſtant, 
You cannot lament more truly than I do on a 
public or private account, the late unhappy and 
untimely loſs, It may ſeem. to deſerve peculi- 
arly the latter epithet, becauſe, at leaſt to a com- 
mon obſervation, it has been the apparent cauſe, 
or at leaſt the ſignal of diſunion, at a time when 
union ſeemed moſt defirable ; nevertheleſs, 1 


have ſometimes had a leaningtawardsan Opinion, 


that if there Wr 
Vox. III. Q 


v. i150 
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on which (when it came to the teſt) a funda. 
mental diverſity of views would have ſhown 
itſelf, and that the whole Fabric ſtood only on 
the precarious tenure, of being held together 
by the conciliating and delicate Hand of our re. 
gretted Friend, the real difference in this reſpe& 
is not ſo great as it may appear. I ſpeak this as 
to the untimelyneſt ; for ſurely with regard to the 
intrinſic loſs, it is not eaſy to err on the ſide of 
over rating it. 

I am ſure it exceeds all my power of prophecy, 
to foretell what is now to enſue either on the head 
of meaſures, or of other points more directly re. 
garding the Con/titution. It is a matter of too 
great delicacy for' me to meddle with, -i in the 
. preſent queſtion, on which you flatter me with 
aſking my opinion, to hazard an advice where 
ſo much may turn on the characters of Perſons, 
If you think the deciſion does turn upon that 
point, you muſt follow your own judgment in 
it: but it may be, that the diſcuſſion of that 
point may not appear to be immediately ne- 
ceſſary. It may be, or it may appear to you, 
that you may avail yourſelf of the means offered 
you, and do it ſafely too, without troubling 
yourſelf about the motives or the principles of 
the offerer. If it ſhould appear to you that 
this is the caſe in the preſent inſtance, why 
ſhould you loſe an opportunity, and waſte the 
preſent moment in an enquiry after the fincerity 
or the principles of the perſon who gives you 
that opportunity. If the wind bein a rw 
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able quarter, why ſtay to inveſtigate the cauſes 
of it; inſtead of ſpreading your fails to catch 
the gale which will waft you ſmoothly to your 
Port. If on the contrary, you think it of ma- 
terial conſequence to know the real motives of 
thoſe you have to do with; and if you fear 
that you might be led (by a /pecious appearance of | 

bt) to cunningly-deviſed conſequences ; you 
will naturally be very cautious : you will apply 
the dena ferentes, and you will guard againſt 
being the inſtruments of what you may not ap- 
prove, while you imagine you are uſing and 
directing the power lent you by others, to your 
own purpoſes : this is all I dare venture to ſay 
r 5, ati os a 
l hope it does not appear to you that I art- 
fully evade your queſtion,. I profeſs that I mean 
to avoid entering into it, ſo far as it may depend 
on the characters of perſons, and it is therefore 
that I reſtrain myſelf-xather to the ſtating it, 
than attempting the ſolution df it. 

I have. been applied. to on the ſubject of a 
Meeting in Nottinghamſhire, and have added 
my ſignature to that of ſome reſpectable Perſons 
at the foot of an Addreſs to the High Sheriff, 
but I have heard nothing of it ſince, nor ſeen 
any Advertiſement. I hope your ſtay at Har- 
tlepool will be as long as you propoſe, as it will 
be a mark of the benefit Mrs. Wyvill reaps from 
2 I am, with my beſt compliments 
to her, Dear Sir, your obliged, &c. 
2 Nuuszx XXIII. 


a 
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Letter enk th Sir G. Burn Un the Miyer 
and many other principal Tohabitants Leh. 


| N 


renn 


Sir, ih £5; 2 
whoſe Names are N 15. 
habitants of Leeds, beg leave to return 
you out fincere thanks, for the Vote you gave 
in the Houſe of Commons on the 8th inſtant, 
in favour of ſhort Parliaments. _ 

| J. MICKLETHWAIT, Mayor, 
J. BUCK, Recorder. 
JAMES KENNION. 


rape U. | | 
Lene, rm C Gama Lors, E to Sir 
1-72-08 Savin.” * 
Sir, | If 4 nme 
1 Have the honour of tranſwitting to you the 
een of W | 


and 


ba 3 
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and. principal Inhabitants of this Borough, fr 


Vote you gave in favour of Mr. Sawbridge's 
—— 99 —ꝙ%— — Spirits, 
and we now flatter ourſelves, that the Whigs 
united upon truly Whiggiſh and Conſtitutional 
Grounds, will be an overmatch for their Oppo- 
ſers. r 
circumſtance d the preſent Seſſion, not 
even the glorious ty on Mr. Dunning's 
Motions, gave me half ſo much ſatisfaction, as 
ſeeing Sir George Savile's name among the Ad- 
vocates for ſhort Parliaments. —— 
the Leeds Gentlemen by appointing me to:tranſ- ; 
mit to you their grateful Acknowledgments, | 
have done me 2 ſingular pleaſure, and eſpecially 


a5 it alſords mo an. oppomtunity: of CG e 
Ce OO &c, 


2 GAMALIEL LLOYD. 


_ „ 
— - — 1 — 


Paper III. 
Letter from dir G. Sau ee. 


| Lonpou, May 20th, 2780. 
on, * 
BEG you to accept yourſelf, and to be 
pleaſed to preſent likewiſe to the reſt of the- 
nn e ee 


have taken of the part I took in the Motion, 
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honour you have done me, in the notice you 


made by Mr. Sawbridge on the 8th inſtant; It 
muſt always be very ſatisfactory to me, to find 
I have gone along with the wiſhes of my em- 
ployers. This is a caſe, in which more peculi- 
arly the mind and wiſhes of the Conſtituent 
Body, ſhould draw the attention of the Repre. 


ſentative. I have enlarged ſomewhat on this 


ſubject, in a letter incloſing this, which I have 
requeſted Mr. Lloyd to communicate to you, 
I am unwilling to riſk loſing the poſt to night, 


which in truth I am nearly doing, and will de. 


tain you no longer,' than while I affure you of 
the reſpect, with which I am yours, and the 
other Gentlemen's much . and 3 


| obochent * 


6. SAVILE, 


Paper IV. 
Letter from Sir G. SaviLs % Gama, 
en, Eſq. 
Lonvox, May 20th, 1780 


. „ | 
your favour of the 15th. came to my hands, 
ineloſing a packet (a W one to me) 


from 


gun ol _— — 0 * W 
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PROS the Mayor, Recorder, and many other 
reſpectable Gentlemen, inhabitants of Leeds. 
| muſt beg to add to o trouble, by requeſt- 
ing you to take the fitteſt opportunity of pre- 
ſenting the incloſed anſwer with my beſt reſpects. 
Whatever may be the variety of opinions 
reſpecting the inſtructions of Conſtituents, 1 
truſt, there cannot be two ſentiments ding 
the infinite ſatisfaction it muſt be to a Repre- 
ſentative, to find that he has acted conformably 
to the wiſhes and opinions of a reſpectable body 
of thoſe who have ſent him, and more eſpecially 
in a queſtion of 1 firſt and — er con- 
ſequence. | 

This fatisfaRtion I man et to expreſs 
in 2 few words, as well as I am able; I dare 
ſay, however, it will be ſtill ſhort of what T 
feel on the oceaſion: but there is ſomething pe- 
culiar in the nature and circumſtances of the 
preſent buſineſs reſpecting me, which makes me 
eſteem it neceſſary to enlarge a little more than 
is uſual in ſuch a caſe; explanations appearing 
only neceſſary in general, When there has been 

a difference of ſentiment. I believe it is pr 
generally known, both by what I declared” at 
York, and by what T have fince confirmed by 
ſome letters, that the queſtion' of the duration 
of Parliaments, ſeemed to me that one point of 
all others, which remains if one may ſo expreſs 
one's ſelf, in ſome ſort the excluſive right of the 
Conſtituent to judge of for himſelf: a right re- 
Q 4 ſerved 
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ſerved as it were, from amongſt the powers 
which he Delegates to his Repreſentative, that 
I thought it might be called with ſome pro- 
priety, rather a point about Parliaments than in 
Parliaments ; and that I ſhould therefore, as to 
that queſtion, make the wiſhes of my 
Conſtituents (when I knew them) the abſolite rule 
of my conduct. My expreſſion was, that in that 
point, I ſhould vote /obediently. My informa- 
tions had been ſince that time of various 
and during that period, Mr. Sawbridge moved 
the Houſe for leave to bring in a Bill, toſhorten 
the duration of Parliaments. I could not long 
heſitate what part to take; to vote againſt the 
leave to bring in, was at once to 1hut- the door 
in its face, and put an end to all diſcuſſion 
of the queſtion 3 whereas if leave were. given 
to bring it in, the matter was ſtill open to deli. 
beration. And beſides the error (if even it 
ſhould be againſt the general ſenſe of my Con- 
ſtituents) was certainly ſtill on the . ſide; 
becauſe I doubtleſs do a leſs perſonal injury ta | 
him, who wiſhes to ſend me for ſeven. years, by 
returning for his choice at the end of three, 
than I ſhould do to him, who chuſrs to recall 
me at three years by ſtaying ſeven. I call it a 
perſonal injury, becauſe, conſidering it as a general 
Conſtitutional point, he has an equal right to have 
his will executed, be it which way it may. I ac- 
cordingly voted for the Motion: The ſucceſs 
you are acquainted with, My final determina- 
| tion 


- 
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tion however being to turn on one iſſue, 'vit,” 
the weight of the wifhes and opinions © of my Conti. 
tuents, the very letter-I was honoured" with laſt 
night, has doubtleſs put a conliderable weight 
in one of the ſcales, and in that light, I like 
wiſe feel myſelf therefore directed and helped ſo 
far, as well as obliged by it, as it tends to'afford 
me that information, which I fo earneſtly wiſh 
to have of the balance of my Conftituents* 
opinions. This leads-me naturally to mention 
2 circumſtance of an oppoſite kind, and which 
on the contrary may tend to miſlead me, and 
to diſguiſe the true ſtate of the Public opinion ; 
this will take ſome little explaining, He who' 
figns the Aſſociation declares that he will vote 
for no man, who he is not convinced will vote 
for ſhort Parliaments. Now can fuppoſe many 
Perſons, to have in their minds 2 conſiderable 
preference for that meaſure, who yet are not fo 
earneftly bent upon it that they would make it an abſo- 
lute condition. For it is one thing to ſay I prefer 
triennial Parliaments ; I like the Member the better 
who wwill vote for them. And it is another to fay, 
that were a man in every other reſpect ſuch as I 
could wiſh, were he wiſe, honeſt, able, incor. 
ruptible, yet I ſhould reject him, if he wanted 
the one thing needful. Many may entertain the 
firſt mentioned ſentiment, who may not go the 
length of the latter, and I can imagine that this 
very thought has leſſened the number of Sub. 
ſcribers, by excluding many who really with in 

; a conſiderable 
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a conſiderable degree for the meaſure, and yet 
do not like to bind themſelves ſo abſolutely. 1 
can ſuppoſe, for inſtance, that even ſome wha. 
have done me the honour of ſubſcribing the 
letter in queſtion, may yet not have ſigned the 
 Afﬀociation ;- and yet (ſuppoſing it to be ſo) do 
you imagine that their opinion, thus declared, 
has a jot leſs weight with me, than if they had 


ever ſo ſolemnly bound themſelves not to vote 


for me but ou that condition: certainly not, 
becauſe it tells me plainly their wiſhes, and it is 
the wiſhes of my Conſtituents, I ardently deſire 
to know and to conform to: a hundred Aſſo. 
ciations could tell them to me no plainer. Now 
I could very much have wiſhed that ſome mode 
could be adopted, for ſuch as may have declined 
ſigning the Aſſociation on the ground above 
mentioned, to ſignify their inclinations in this 
matter. For want of this we may remain in 
the dark, as to many perſons whoſe ſentiments 
may never be declared at all, becauſe there is 
but one way prepared to declare them, and that. 
way they diſapprove for the reaſons ſtated above. 
I was the rather unwilling to let ſlip this, which 
ſeems a very proper opportunity of writing on 
the ſuhject, becauſe I have ſome reaſon to be- 
lieve it has been in ſome inſtances the caſe, and 
therefore, although the incloſed letter may pro- 
perly be called my public or more formal an- 
ſwer, (a mark of reſpect, and a return I am 
ſure, very due to that I have received) yet I 

— 
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conſider this as ſubſtantially more the Letter of 
buſineſs, and beg that you will therefore, not 
only communicate it together with the incloſed, 
but likewiſe uſe it in any manner that you may 
think moſt proper, ſo as to render it the moſt 
effectual as to the object of it. It is quite at 
your diſpoſal for that purpoſe, I have only to 
deſire your excuſe for ſo long a letter, and to 
deſire you to accept my thanks for your very 
obliging one, and to ſubſcribe ya with 


t regard, 
58 5 1 your obedient humble want, 
* 1 Hh e Ag 


Paper V. | 


Letter written by GanALinL LLovp, Eſq; in * 
concert with nn to * 


G. SAVILE, | 


F | nnn — 
Sir, 
HAD the honour of your's of the th 
inſtant, together with a letter directed to 
the Mayor, both which I communicated to the 
Gentlemen concerned. We are all greatly obli- 
ged to you for the trouble you have taken in 
P giving 
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giving us your ſentiments, and for the con · 
deſeending deference you pay to the qpinions 
of your Conſtituents, regarding a point aL,Vd 


Parliaments. This encourages me to enlarge 
upon the ſubject of the latter part of your let. 
ter, and at che ſame time to explain the motives | 
that induced myſelf, and ſeveral of my acquaint- 
ance to join the Aſſociation ;* a meaſure we 
eſteem nece/ary that the People may underſtand 
one another the better, and that the ſame argu- 
ments and ways of thinking may bind them 
together, and make them act as one body, 
inſtead of ſo many individuals; and what re- 
commends the Aſſociation the more, is, that it 
has been promoted by ſo many Gentlemen of 
large independent fortunes, who from education 
and other circumſtances, have had much better 
opportunities of being rightly informed in Po- 
litics than ourſelves. With regard to your 
voting obediently, we know Sir George Savile 
votes through principle, but we want to oblige 
other people who are not actuated by the like 
virtuous motives, to pay the ſame regard to 
their Conſtituents* wiſhes; and therefore we 
look upon their aſſenting to the articles of 
the Aﬀociation, as a neceſſary ſecurity given to 
the people. You obſerve, 4 there may be many 
« who prefer triennial Parliaments, and that 
„ke the Member better who will vote for 
< them, but who may ſay, were a manin every 
* Ie" ſuch as we — were he wile, 
| « _ 


— and who acted ſolely fram the NT 
of cool unprejudiced reaſon, we might reſt con- 
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of perſons, inſenſible of the withes/of —— 
and directed by Miniſters of State. The Houſe 
of Commons itſelf has declared, that there is 
an undue influence of the Crown, to which we 
in the Country add, that there is a ſtill greater 
and more unconſtitutional influence of Lords 
and other great Men by their property in the 
Boroughs: an influence very :daugerazs in itſelf, 
and more ſd as it is the greateſt ſupport af the 
influence of the Crown. Through the want of 
public virtue, the only check there ĩs leſt to op- 
poſe to theſe two, is the influence of the prople at 
large ; and it is our opinion, founded upon the 
matureſt conſideration, that the influence. of the 
people would be beſt Kept up, and promoted by 
ſhort Parhaments, and a more equal Reprefenta- 
tion in the Houſe of Commons. Till a Reformation 
in theſe points takes place, the virtuous inde- 
pendent Gentlemen have it not in-their power to 


ſerve their Country — therefore, though 
a Member 
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a Member be wiſe, honeſt, able and incorrupti- 
dle; though he ſhould" perſevere and be undif. 
mayed at fatigues and diſappointments, yet till 
the undue influence of the Crown and of Lords 
&c. be counterbalanced by the' influence of the 
People, all his virtues and abilities, with regard 
to Politics will be almoſt loſt to the public. On 
that account, many may think it their intereſt 


in à Political light to prefer 'a man of- infinitely -, 


leſs merit, but who will uſe his utmoſt endea- 
vours (by promoting ſhort Parliaments: and a 
more equal Repreſentation) to put it into his cu] 
poter when an occaſion offers, of becoming 
eſſentially ſerviceable. + The Houſe of Commons 
have hitherto only ſtruck at the immediate in- 
fluence of the Crown; but we fear equally its 
conſtant Auxiliary, the influence of Lords and 
other Proprietors of Boroughs. It is a melancholy 
conſideration, that the little Boroughs are cor- 
rupted by the public Treaſures, but we look 
upon it as a much worſe evil for them to be 
without a ſtruggle, the Slaves of Ariſtocratic 
Power. If they are ſo far independent, as to 
have the liberty of ſelling themſelves to the beſt 
bidder, there is at leaſt a chance of their be- 
coming ſometime virtuous; but if they are 
another man's abſolute property, they are loſt 
forever. I beg you will excuſe the freedom 
with which I write ; I ſhould not have preſumed 
to have taken up your time ſo long, had I not 
been able to aſſure you from my own know- 
| Be ledge, 
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ledge, that theſe are in general the ſentiments 
ot a great many of your friends in theſe parts. 
I remain with great reſpect, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


The Mayor informed Sir George that he 
called a Meeting, where Sir George Savile's 
Letter to himſelf and that to Mr, Lloyd were 
read, and alſo Mr. Lloyd's anſwer, which was 
unanimouſly approved of as containing the'ge- 
neral ſentiments of the People, &c. Mr. Lloyd's 
anſwer was fent incloſed in the Mayor's letter. | 


. - * 1 » ” 
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Letter from the Rev. C. Wvv1LL to Viſcount 
| Maron. Pr, 
NoA&THALLERTON, Sept; 29th, 1780. 
My Dear Lord, ova 

x authorized by Sir George Savile to 
aſſure you, that he has no objection to take 

the lead in moving the great queſtion, for me- 

| lorating the Parliamentary Repreſentation, by 
| the 
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the addition of one hundred Knights. But 
at the ſame time, he deſires it may be well un- 
derſtood, he thinks it highly.improper to agitate 
that queſtion in the next Seſſion of Parliament, 
unleſs a rational and feaſible plan can firſt be 
prepared; and unleſs it ſhall appear, ſuch pru- 
dient plan will be ſupported by the bulk of the 
Minority in Parliament. The firſt condition 
Sir George conſiders, as abſolutely and indiſ. 
penſably necaſſary; the other condition, will 
admit a leſs ſtrict and rigorous interpretation, 
. Ee to obſer ve, farther, on my own 
eſe are xeſtrictions which honeſt 
policy eme plainly to point out; and which, 
I therefore truſt your Lordſhip will think it ex. 
pedient to adopt. But admitting the propriety 
of theſe limitations, which I do moſt explicitly; 
eſpecially in a matter of this extraordinary 
magnitude; I flatter myſelf a ſtrict obſervance 
of them will not retard the intended propoſi- 
tion. There is certainly time ſuſſicient to pre- 
pare 2 rational and well confidered plan; and 
from the ſucceſs of the popular Candidates in 
many Elections, and from other recent events, 
there is reaſon to hope the plan will be ſup- 
ported not only by a reſpectable body of friends 
who have taken an early and an active part in pro- 
moting it, but alſo by the united Powers of oppo- 
fition of every deſcription and denomination. 

I am, my Dear Lord, with the trueſt efteem, 
Tour Lordi s moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 
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Paper II. 


Letter from the Rev. c. WevitL to Sir G. SAVILE, f 
Hax rrrroor, Oel- 14. 1105. 


Dear Sir, | | 7 
Deferred ſending you the incloſed copy of 

my letter to Lord Mahon, till I could at the 
fame time communicate his anſwer, which 1 
did not receive till laſt night, from its miſ- 
direction to Burton. His Lordſhip's obſerva- 
tion on your ſecond condition is not quite what I 
could have wiſhed it to be; but notwithſtand- 
ing ſome variation of ſentiment here, I am 
perſuaded you are agreed. in the moſt material 
part of the buſineſs. - Lord Mahon dreads the 
miſchiefs of procraſtination, You wiſh to 
guard againſt the fatal effects of an unreſpectable 
commencement, which might throw a damp 
upon the cauſe that never could be got over, 
The evils on either fide-are by no means ima- 
ginary or of flight conſideration ; they are real 

and important evilsz but, I ſuppoſe on the one 
hand, that you are 2 ating the 
attempt, if there is a good affurance of reſpecta · 
ble ſupport; and on the other hand, if there 
were no grounds for expecting ſuch ſupport, 
that Lord Mahon would certainly admit pro- 
Vor, III. R craſtination 
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craſtination to be the leſs evil. The queſtion 
then is ſimply this Will there be a reſpectable 
body to ſupport the propoſition ? I hope the 
anſwer to this queſtion will form the point of 
union on this momentous buſineſs, between 
yourſelf and Lord Mahon.—If a conſiderable 
number of friends to the queſtion may be de. 
pended on ; with a -probability of their in. 
creaſe in number and reputation, and with no 


manifeſt hazard of a rupture with thoſe re. 


ſpectable Members of oppoſition, who may at 
preſent decline Joining in the attempt : I think 
if Ido not miſunderſtand the terms of your ſe- 
cond condition, that you will not ſcruple to place 
yourſelf at their head ; where I believe, moſt 


part of your Friends in Yorkſhire wiſh to ſec 


you. Whether theſe favourable circumſtances 
may be relied on, you are inſinitely better able to 


judge, than I can pretend to be. But as I have 


already hinted, in the light and fituation in 
which they appear to me, I cannot help flatter. 
ing myſelf, there is nothing which in your 
more mature and extenſive conſideration of the 
ſubje&, will be found to diſcourage the under- 


taking. I ſhall be very happy to hear you con- 


firm my ſuppoſition ; as I muſt confeſs my hopes 
of any material advantage to the Public, from 
the late popular Meetings and Aſſociations, 

greatly depend on the part you reſolve to take. 
After ſpending a-few days in Cleveland, 
ſhall return to Burton, where I ſhall have a moſt 
particular 
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particular pleaſure in ſeeing you and Mr. 

Hartley, and hope it may be convenient ſome- 

time before you go up to the Meeting of Par- 

lament. 15 te FO A; . 
I am ever my Dear Sir, 

Moſt faithfully you 


Paper III. 


Letter from Sir G. Sa vil x i the Rev. C. WrviLL. 


NuswcasTte, Ofober 17th, 1780. 

: Dear Sir 9 c 
AM much obliged by your communication 
of the correſpondence between Lord Mahon 
and you. I grow every day more ſenſible how 


neceſſary it is, if one has a mind to do a thing, to 


uſe the means by which it may be done. If I want 
to lift a great piece of timber, I condeſcend to 
uſe pullies and purchaſes : If to cut it in two, 
I take a ſaw ; I take a hand ſaw if it is a piece 
I can cut; I call a man to help me in the ſaw-pit, 
if it be a great tree which any body would 
laugh at me for attempting by myſelf, Men are 
the inſtruments in _ preſent caſe. 
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and they both may in many caſes be bona Ade 
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In all great public attempts of alteration't—. 
there are pretty regularly two opinions, which 
may not only plauſibly but very fairly and 
honeſtly be maintained by men of different 
caſts of underſtandings, or (what is more the 
truth perhaps) of different tempers. Theſe 
two ave: | 

That the thing wiſhed for ſhould not be at- 
tempted, unleſs it be tolerably likely to ſucceed. - , 
That a baulked attempt may diſcredit ; or, to 
uſe a vulgar phraſe, damn it for ever. At leaſt, 
that its being ſo ill ſupported as to get a degree 
of ridicule thrown upon it, is almoſt fatal to all 
future hopes; nay pernicious even to other 
novelties. It will be made a bye-word and ex- 
ample of, and every new ſcheme will call to 
mind the viſſonary ſcheme, (as it will be called) 
which will be thrown in your teeth, by all 
future oppoſers of every amendment. 

The other opinion is, that the right thing 
cannot be too often or too ſtrenuoully at- 
tempted ; that to fail in a great attempt is 
glorious; that it keeps the fire alive.—In ſhort, 
that a truly great man ſhould purſue conſcien- 
tiouſly what is right, ſupported'or unſupported; 
ſucceed or not ſucceed ; he has done his duty; 
let others do theirs, Liberavi animam, &c. I am 
not accountable for conſequences, I have done 


my part. 


Each of theſe doctrines is ſometimes true; 
held; 
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held ; but as all things have a dark fide as well 
25 2 fair one: An enemy will ſay of the firſt— 
that it is from ſome temporiſing motive, and 
from narrow conſiderations of party and con- 
nections, that this pretended moderation is af. 
fected; a mean fear of ſtanding out with a few, 
or even alone in the face of Court power and 
influence. Every body's. imagination will ſug- 
geſt more of the ſame. kind of accuſation, to, 
which this line of conduct is evidently liable, 
The dark fide of the other in like manner is, 
that to attempt an eſſential alteration without 
waiting for the beſt moment, ſeems. like a de- 
Gre not to ſucceed, That of all popular things 
the moſt popular is to fail (by a corrupt majo- 
rity) in an attempt which is either really advan. 
tageous ; or what will do better, is à good and 
taking found in the ears of the People; That 
therefare, the very beſt game for à popular 
leader, is in the ſirſt place (and as the firſt eſſen- 
tial) to ſix upon ſome abuſe be is fare he cannot 
correct. —or if there be danger of its bein 4a 
practicable thing; by all means to-ſeize the - 
tunity of puſhing it when, by what he knows 
of parties and connectiona, he knows it will not 
do: He has then all the glory and runs no rift. 
You will eaſily add in your mind, likewiſe, 
every thing that is natural for an enemy'to fay 
on that fide ; I ſhould add too, that the ſmaller 
the number, the greater ſhare of glory. I be- 
. v7 „ lee 
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lieve you are not at a loſs to judge which way 
my opinion goes; and of conſequence that [ 
muſt be content to abide (and without mur. 
muring) the cenſure which, as I have faid; natu- 
rally belongs to that ſide of the queſtion. Lord 
Mahon, ſeems to entertain the contrary opi- 
nion, and it is a very maintainable one. 
There is always ſome degree of affectation when 
one fays, one prefers the opinion of another to 
one's on; or, in other words, that one verily 
believes one is miſtaken, or that one thinks 
what one thinks not true. 

On the other hand, I am ſure it would be 
very great preſumption in me to preſume, I am 
in the right and Lord Mahon in the wrong: - 

- I will digreſs a little to a general ſentiment 
or two, which for my own ſake as well as 
yours, I will lap up in as little compaſs as 1 can. 

I look upon it, there are as the world goes, 
but two practical modes of obtaining a con- 
fiderable change in great public Regulations ; by 
the means of-a Party ; or, by the means-of the 
People. (I do not now mean outward force.) 
Now the People never are alarmed in time or by 
principles. They never object to filken bands, — 
Mr. Lockit, preſents you with a nice pair of 
poliſhed fetters, which become any Gentleman 
charmingly.— Who felt the military order? has 
it not been tried on for three months ? it is 
taken off again at pleaſure as it was put on. Is 
your neck galled ? was not the yoke well ry 
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* 
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fuft; and very ſoft? (How much more terrible 
2 Mob ?) Clap his neck * and give 
him ſome corn, and w * it on W 
morrow. 


Seeing the People will ſeldom be alarmed till - 
they feet—and fence they do not yet feel you de- 
ceive — in N e the Feople are 


with you. 
It is then the duty, if you-would attempt to 


correct an evil principle before the People feel, 
(which is rather late) it is the duty, I fay, of all 
parties who from good, bad, and indifferent 
motives, happen to be enliſted againſt Power, 
to bring in their ſeveral forces, for all ſorts of 
motives (good, bad, and indifferent of courſe) 
and join in any one good thing they can agree 
upon. And if tbey cannat agree, then to wait 
with patience till they can: or laſtly, till the 
people call out from their feelings, The latter 
is very undeſirable, if it can be foreſtalled; be- 
cauſe, as the People are not quick enough in 
reſiſting bad beginnings, ſo they ruſh on when 
they do begin and may make bad endings ; or, if 
all ends well, it may be by more bloody means 
than I wiſh either: ta ſee or: take © paſTin; Here 
ends my digreſſion. 

Having premiſed chat Lord Mahon and my- 
ſelf are equally entitled to our opinions, and 
by no means flattering myſelf that apy thing I 
have ſaid, ſhould make a change in his: One 
thing remains clear; it is a maxim of the pro- 

R 4 feſſion, 
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feflion, I am juſt now exerciſing, that every ex, 
pedition ſhould be intruſted rather with the 
officer, who thinks it ſhould be 
than with him who thinks it ſnould not. Lord 
Mahon, is clear it ſhould be attempted without 
my laſt condition; I am clearly of a 

opinion. All the difference it makes is only 
who makes and ſeconds it. This difference will 
all be to its advantage, and I will ſupport it wick 
perfect fidelity and à true deſire to ſucceed, 
whatever my deſponding turn of mind may - 
ſuggeſt to the contrary. - 

Pleaſe to obſervethat I ſuppoſe the firſt con · 
dition fulbHed, even far me to fupport it; for | 
muſt be excuſed if I avoid taking a part in any 
undigeſted plan made up for a day's oppoſition · 
flouriſh only. 1 ſhould not like the ridicule 
which would attend carrying ſuch a motion, 
(by ſome fortuitous circumſtance perhaps) and 
then being aſked for the plan or the bill, only 
to have to ſay, that, thinking ourſelves ſuro 
not ta aue "we: hack indeed hot een 
of it or looked ſo forward. 

On the other band ploidy: Mkevello em mie 
ſand that by a ſtrong fupport, I do not mean 
any thing perſonal. e 1 


brought in a majori _—_— preſent Parlia- 
ment, and they w A AT 
liked, I would introduce it. A ſtrong inſtance 
of this] have given. TT 


1 entertain 


991 


I entertain hopes of ſeeing you before long, 
nenn ny 
operations here. | | 

Dear Sir, with true regard. 
Tour vero — 
20 G. SAVILE. 
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Letter from the Rev. c. Weis. if Mu 
| Manon, * 


BuzTON-HALL, Ofober 21f, 1780. 
My Dear Lord, | 


OUR favour of the 5th found me at 

Hartlepool, from whence copies of both 

your Lordſhip's letter and mine, to which it 

was an anſwer, were immediately diſpatched to 
Sir George Savile. 

On my return home laſt night I received a 

long letter from Sir George, ſtrongly expreſſing 


his wiſhes that the great queſtion may ſucceed, 


and his intention to give you his beſt affiſtance, 
if you reſolve to move it this winter; but ſigni- 
fying alſo, that in his opinion, it is improper to 
bring 


L 274 ] 

bring the buſineſs forward, till a powerful ſup. 
port can be depended on; and conſequently 
declining the lead, unleſs he can be ſatisfied in 
that reſpect. As this difficulty relates anly to 
the degree of ſupport which may be expected, 
I hope it will be got over; in a few days I 
ſhall probably have an opportunity to converſe 
upon the ſubje&t with Sir George and Mr, 
Hartley, at this place, and ſhall certainly com. 
municate the reſult to your Lordſhip. I would 
now tranſmit a copy of Sir George's letter, if 
for the reaſon above, I did not wiſh to conſider 
it as not containing his final determination.— 
But if he ſhall then poſitively decline taking 
the lead, I ſhall not fail to ſend you the whole, | 

I am, my Dear Lord, with true regard, 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 
C, WYVILL, 
Puter V. 
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Letter from er Wale to the Rev. CG 
r Werra 


; Radkbrwerancr, Ofober * n 
My Dear Sir, 


Send you herewith the unanimous Reſoluti. 
| ons of our Kentiſh Committee, which I truſt 
will meet with your approbation, and with that. 
of your reſpectable Committee of the County of 
York, to whom, I beg you will have the good. 

neſs to preſent thoſe Reſolves, 

Our Committee wiſh to prevent, as much as 
poſlible, unneceſſary procraſtination ; and are at the 
ſame time, truly anxious to ſhew in the moſt 
decided and public manner, their high reſpe& 
for the great and meritorious County of York, 
and their ſtrong defire of co-operating with the 
valuable Sir George Savile, one of their Re. 
preſentatives in Parliament, in the promoting 
of the important and neceſſary object of equali. 
zing and purifying the Repreſentation, by ad. 
ding to the Houſe of Commons, at leaſt one 
hundr ed County Members, : 

J have the honour to be, 
With the higheſt eſteem, and ſincereſt reſp, 
My Dear Sir, your moſt faithful, 
And affectionate humble ſervant, | 
MAHON, — 
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P. S. I ſend you incloſed a copy of my Let. 
ter to Lord Rockingham, + I have wrote many 
- Letters to the like effeR, to other perſons. 

Ws ſhall certainly be very irong in this vow 

Parliament. 

For God's ſake, my Dear Sir, let us be well 
aware of even ſeeming to. concede any further, 
either in reſpe&t of matter, manner, or time. 
We ſhall loſe all by procraſtination, for to uſe 
the late Earl of Chatham's expreſſion on this 
u ee, We hove taken poſeſten of forme goon, 
tet who will decline to follow us. Nothing but 
firmrafe can procure. . the united fupport of 2 
pofition. 


Cx 
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Letter from the Rev. C. wWryi x to Viſcount 
Manon, 


'G : efiQ ; Binder Mas Alito bank f _ 
My Dear Lord, | »if4 
OTHING could have given me more ſa- 
| tisfaction than your packet of the 23d of 
October, incloſing copies of the Reſolutions of 
your "AF n Committee, and your 

| Lordſhip $ 
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Lordſhip's letter to Lord Rockingham, &c. be- 
are, or better adapted to conciliate and unite 
all real friends -of the public in the common 
cauſe ; or if they fail to produce that deſirable 
effect, they will teach us at leaſt to diſcriminate 
on good grounds, the Patriot from the mere 
Partizan, who would aſſume the name. I hope 
the Reſolutions may alſo have due weight with 
Sir George Savile, and induce him to accept 
the honourable tafk of moving our great queſ- 
tion, When this very material point is ſettled, 
when Sir George agrees to move, and your 
Lordſhip to ſupport him, I ſhall be ſatisfyed the 
fate of our Conſtitution is committed into the 
beſt and ſafeſt hands which this Country affords. 
I tranſmit to your Lordſhip a copy of Sir 
George Savile's letter ; becauſe, inſtead of hav- 
ing ſeen him here ſome days ago, I find it is ſtill 
uncertain when he will come, and I dare fay 
you wiſh to ſee his reaſoning at full length. 1 
alſo incloſe my letter to Sir George- Savile, 
which'accompanied the copy of our correſpond- 
ence, on the propoſed introduction of our Bill, 
by Sir George Savile. | | 
Believe me ever, my Dear Lord, | 
Your faithful and affectionate humble ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 


Numpzr XXV, 


Numztr XXV. 
Tabel 
Letter fromthe Rev. C. Wyv1LL to Sir G. Savin, 


777 KniGuTsBRIDGR, April 2gth, 1783. 
Dear Sir, _ & | 
was with extreme concern I underſtood 

from Mr. Maſon a few weeks ago, that your 

old diſorder had returned with violence; and 
though I had the ſatisfaction ſince that, to hear 
you was got much better, yet it is impoſſible 
that any of your friends, who know how fre- 
quent your relapſes have been, can avoid feeling 
the greateſt anxiety and apprehenſion, at your 
deſign of coming up to attend the Houſe on the 
7th of May. It is the dread of all who have 
any regard for you,. that you may come, and 
that the heat of a moſt crowded Houſe, and 
your zeal and anxiety on a moſt important De- 
bate, may too probably exceed your ſtrength.— 
Allow me therefore, my Dear Sir, in the name 
of ſeveral of your friends and at the particular 


requeſt of ſome whom you greatly regard, to 
| intreat 
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intreat you will layaſide the thought of being pre- 
ſent at that debate. Ever ſince l heard of your late 
relapſe, I blamed myſelf for not having · written 
in ſtronger terms to Mr. Foljambe, in my letter 
from Wansford, to diſſuade you from making 
the attempt. Theſe were my ſentiments before 
I had converſed with any of your friends here; 
but when I found their apprehenfions for your 
ſafety were the ſame as mine, and Sir Cecil 
Wray particularly wiſhed me to write, I could 
not heſitate any longer. Very poflibly you may 
be the leſs inclined” to comply with our in- 
treaties, becauſe you may think they are the 
ſuggeſtions of private friendſhip, in oppoſition 
to what the public good may be thought to 
require. Far from it; on this occaſion, I am 
perſuaded they are agreed. Your approbation 
of the meaſure is well known; but whether 

attend or not, the queſtion it is univer- 
fally believed will be loſt. In theſe circum- 
ſtances can the' public good require you ſhould 
hazard your life to add your vote to 'a mi- 
nority, even on ſuch a queſtion as this? I can- 
not think it. Beſides the affairs of this Coun- 
try are in a forced unnatural ſituation ; they 
cannot long continue in it; at leaſt, it ſeems 
not unreaſonable to apprehend danger is mak- 
ing near approaches to us. In a public view, 
therefore, it may be of the greateſt conſequence 


that Sir G. Savile, though unable'to attend 


Parliament, is yet alive and able to give his 
| | | * 
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aſſiſtanee on any great emergency by his advice, 
and the influence of his character and experi- 
ence. It may prevent great miſchiefs; and even 
if what I allude to, ſhould not befall the Coun. 
try, his counſel may be of almoſt equal impor. 
tance, whenever an improvement of the mode 


of Repreſentation is really about to take place, 
And as for the opinion of your Conſtituents, 


believe me, that is too well faxed to require 
ſuch hazardous proofs as theſe, of your regard for 


the Conſtitution, or your zeal to exert yourſelf 
to the utmoſt of your power, in promoting 4 
queſtion they have at heart. They know all this 
already as well as it can be known. And if fot 
Want of my repreſenting this to you fully and 


in proper time, they ſhould have the misfor. 
tune to loſe you, I {hould not be forgiven by 


them, nor ſhould I ever forgive myſelf. 

I hope you will not take the trouble to anſwer 
tis letter; but that Mr. Foljambe will, and that 
I ſhall have the pleaſure of hearing from him 
before the 7th of May, that I have been fortu- 


nate enough to prevail with — to Es at 


Rufford, 
Believe me ever, Dear Sir, | 
With molt anten regard, truly N 
C. WYVILL 
Paper II. 


Neither this letter norany other intreaties of his Friends and dear- 
eft Relations, could alter Sir G. Savile's reſolution to attend Parlia- 
ment on the 7th of May. He made an effort to deliver his laſt 


5 Tau Motion, that day, for a Reform - 
˖ 
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— h S* Oel — cob: 4 Sir G. 


SAVILE, requeſt ing him not to reſign bis Seat in 


Parliament 


* . * SAviges: 
amel. DE | 42 


ee 
R. e and Banane having 
| ſuggeſted to: Sir Cecil Wray, that Sir 


l } 


* 


George Savile (who had ſignified his intention 


to vacate his ſeat fox the County af York) might 

be perſuaded to change his opi nian. i 
2 oplied to by ſome:Gerifleman af this 
Meſſrs. Duncombez: Peipſe, ' &. approved: the 
ſuggeſtion, and the following latter way Ggned 
and given by 2 — 
then ill at Brompton. 


4 ions —— —— OO 304 
91A 1 al. 0 RY 
the Repreſentations but his frame Serben by ages 
— ER of his 
Speech, and though timely aſſiſt ance brought bim to life, he 
grew weaker daily, and at laſt. ſunk ynder the eſfects of this blow, 


near the end of the year 1783. 
In the cloſing ſcgne of Fir O. Savile's life, and in that of Lord 


3 dot long the 1 
cancigent,. r Q + $yyile, 
amet hon Leon the SHO _ Parks Kos 2 5 5 
ort in rah ent to renovate the 

The death o me greateſt e 
of an — was the . — of a yp * to pre- 5 
vent t 1 Cl re .. tation 
1 8 8 5 — 
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* Letter i Sir G. SaviLt by 2 Members Y 


— Nen of Ge Ne. 
Diss to give to dir George Savile every 


teſtimony of regard and gratitude for his 
ſervices, we do moſt earneſtly intreat Sir George 


Rill to continue himſelf to us, Fan 


of our Repreſentative. 
It is needleſs to ſay how much we eſteem him 


in that Character. We cannot reconcile our- 
ſelves to the idea of breaking through a Con- 


nection which is ſo dear to us. Ourſelves and 


take a part in the private buſineſs of | the 
County, in which from a juſt regard to his in- 
valuable life, we wiſh Sir George not to in - 


© ”— -—— —2 


Muncafter John Cavendiſh, 
. Arundell Gallway,. 
Cecil rays . Thomas Gaſcoigne = 


2 . * " 


On calling at Brompton ſome days after, Sir 
George Savile told Sir Cecil Wray, that he had 
{crawled a letter in anſwer, but had not ſent it, 
as he could not make it ſo perfect as. he could 
M. B. Mc. Burke, tfifed to Sign Hl. 


| 
I 
i 
t 
I 
b 
de 
A 
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t 


wiln. Sir George, therefore, defired Sir Cecil 
to make his perſonal compliments to the Gen- 
tlemen who had ſigned the letter. And at the 


eee ee 


* 


Nate. by Sir G. Samus in ayer te Terk 


hire Members Parliament. 


| ha had two or three baddiſh days, and am 


quite unable to/write.—l can but make fad 
work of it now; can you contrive for me, my 
Dear Sir, to aflure the Gentlemen who have 


with both the ſenſe of their kindneſs and the 
honour of their teſtimony. 

I do aſſure you, if it was poſſible for me to 
foreſee a chance of ſufficient ground to change 
my intentivn, that Paper would not have failed 
of almoſt forcing my ce, were there a 
poſſible proſpect > of doing or almoſt ſeeming to 


do, in almoſt any ſenſe, even a part only of the 


duties of the office, though even to the hurt of 
my health. I might through your flattery be 
induced to ſuppoſe it a duty to run the riſt for 
the good you tell mie I miglit contribute to ;:ors 
if I could ſee a rational proſpect of my growing 
better able to huſtle a little, and ſo becoming able 
to make again a little running, without being 


gain immedht rr too, 
= I might” .. 


Lam impreſſed 
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might perhaps be induced to try. Neither of 
these are the caſe, I loſs the chance -equally 
by breaking my, neck over the next hedge, az 
by taking my tired horſe.home in time. 
The exceeding kind ſuggeſtion of lightening 
my taſk of Provincial Buſineſs, I do not know 
how to acknowledge as I ſhould do.—Pray 
once more let me beg of: you to do it for. meas 
well as you, an. Lan: , 


4 ard epmmynicated. by Sir Cecil Wray, the worthy 
FR 
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Lecter from; Sir G. Gavin t Sir K. O. bus 
rn, High- Sheriff F Yorkſhire, 
197241 Hoi 0 * E 10 I | . un 
B Worrron, Nevember 29th, 1181 
Y my Printed Addrefs to the County (which 
I hope has not failed to be tranſmitted to 
you as. was directed, as early as could he) you 
would be appriſed of my intention of vacating 
my Seat. Not knowing at that time, when 
the County Courts would fall, I. could not f 


the time, ſo as to allow a proper —_— 


1 1 


very much wiſhed)between the moving of the 
Writ and the Election; for the County to take 
ſuch meaſures as; might ſeem moſt proper ro · 
garding the choice; of their! Repreſentative. / 
The next County Court. will þ find fall on 
the 17th, on which day the Election might in- 
deed be, if the Writ comes to your hands by 
the 14th, yet, as it may probably. ſham a very 
deſirable meaſure to have ſome 

through your favour, of feeling the ſenſe of the 


County at a 
rate too great a precipitancy is the fault, of all 
others, to be avoided ; I mould wiſh not to 
have the Writ moved, ſo as to come to your 
hands till-after the 12th. . In that cafe, hy no- 
tice at the County Court on the 17th, you may 
t the Election, on any day you ſhall judge 
beſt, from ten to fixteen days after. In the 
mean-time, I flatter myſelf, that on this expoſi- 
tion of my intentions, ick I now; take the 
liberty of troubling you with, you will not fen 
any objection to the [procuring .a Meeting af 
the County (if you think that meaſure eligible 
in other reſpe&s) previous to the Election, the 
natter igſeſf being out. of queſtion ;: and the lege! 
form of the Writ being come to your bands, 
not appcaring neceſſary to u previvus Meng, 
which is not (like the Rιν a formal pro- 
— —⁵ r 
Y anxious dere to aft ſo as to conſult as 
— — fi 
4 a 83 faction 


1 1. 
faction of thoſe to whom I have ſo many and 
great obligations, makes me promiſe dan 
ſhall obrain your excuſe for chis trouble. 

Being much out of order, mutt den jou 

(6 eule e ndlog'yve Tuck a blotted letter. 
28 1 have the honour to be; Sir, 4, 80 

d 2220 20 With great reſpect, Moc 245. 
| Your moſt obediem; nd ef humbleſerran, 
| ae ©} Fer 

Y 344; % 33 $116591 20 ort 188 TH | 


© 
: : o > . 
2 — — 
? _— ” 1 9 
+» . , = ww 4h 8 
$ $ * 
* 1 * ” 
{ * A ' "Paper . 2 ww 4 i. * td + 
* „ þ — PS 
- k # ö 


| 33. I Ti 
Letter er pen Sir C. Sms:  Sir'R. D, 
ze LE e 9—ůů— | 
uh 1192 61 


Ste bee er e 
1, ** 90 


Have to seie aan dene of y your 
letter, which indeed 1 ſhould have done 
ſooner, if the unequal and uncertain ſtate of my 
health from day to day, had not almoſt obliged 
me to delay it.— I hope, and indeed I have ſome 
confidence, that the appointment of a Meeting 
may be the means of producing both Peace and 
SatisfaFion to the County in their next choice. 
The laſt indeed, the eſſential circumſtance; but 
the former certainly like wiſe a very defirable one. 
Concluding thae Mr. Duncombe, to whom 
I had till che other day the honour to be Collea- 
1 : 0. gue, 
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will be at the. Meeti 
= of troubling kim 
Specs 9 Bs Mogjng, how Twp 


Gridual ſuch us myſelf can give, 30 the Ferſon 
who ſhall -be- fortunate anough to be honoured 
with the approbation of this public Meeting. — 
Lam fure this is theTeaſt; as it is the laſt! | 
I can make for 9 (ors 
have fo r in 
f ed accident ſhoul@ prevent 
Mr. Duncombe from being there, hall I beg of 
W to put into ſome Friend's hands for 
me the above declaration, which T»wiſt very 
— — Indeed T do not ſee 
any impropriety in its coming from the Chair, 
in which you will preſide at that Meeting, yet 
„ 5 
evious know t. 6 

Fal "7 have the over to exe 4- 5 ul 

ellen mol. humble ſervant, 
] Your moſt au, noi a G: SAVILE, 


* * 0 ns | 
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being rather troubleſome to me. Ae We 
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mer ©2211 212 Us £131 
Ves! # dit K. B. 272 a Meeting 87 
tbe County irs onthe th day of Decen 
. 1/1783 3- ennouncing tbe | Relignation. of Sir, 
Sai av their Repreſentative, and aoving 
thank he dia fat this ie At agu 
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UR e : 
ON Se Bit clnaaxion zel Sir, George 
-Savilen Addreſs ſignifying CINE 
of refigning his feat, I was applied to by 2 num- 
ber-of1reſþetible Gentlemen to call a County 
Meeting/!-for the purpoſe of nominating his 
ſucceſſor; I thought it my. du to aflent to a 
requeſti which I had every , believe 
wonld niect with the approbation of the County 
at large, and m advertiſement for that 
poſe fliomiti have appeared itamediately, 1 
Sir George's Addreſd had been publiſhed in the 
papers, had I not undetſthod chat there were 
ſome freſhi hopes of inducing him tocretain a bl 
ſeat, through” the application to him of the 
Yorkthire Centlemen who were gt that time in 
town. TM an anfwer was given, and till l 
found from himſelf, that it was his unalterable 
reſolution to reſign ; I conceived there might 


providing agaioſt 


De a deg 8 
an cent, we had all moch 'reafon to with 
might not take place. For, I am fure/you-wil 
all Join with me in lamenting the occaſion of 
9 n 
0 


[9 ] 
of a R ho fignalized himſelf 
during a long political career, by his regard for 


the Conſtitution, his zeal for the true intereſts 


of the State, his aſſiduity, bis vigilance, his in- 
tegrity, his independence; and whoſe whole 
line of Parliamentary conduct, has ſeldom been 
ed, Iwill venture to ſay never ſi 
With ſufficient pretenſions to the higheſt ho- 
nours his Country could beſtow, he preferred 
remaining. in the ſation in which you had 
placed him, "conceiving that in the execution of 
that important truſt, his abilities might with 
more advantage be employed to the public 
ſervice. 

' But highly as he regarded this ſituatiop, he 
thought it incompatible with bis character to 
bold it longer than he was able to pe 
the duties unde xed to it, and as the laſt and beſt 
of which he is now able to give you 
of his regard, he has reſigned the truſt into the 
hands by which it was delegated ; preferring 
your intereſt to every private and n con-. 
fideration. | 

To ſuch a character 1 truſt you will wot deny 
your praiſe, to ſuch obligations I truſt you will 
not refuſe your thanks. 

1 therefore move, That the mem acknow. 
ledgements of this Meeting be offered to Sir 
George Savile, NK. 


NEA XXVI. 

At the requeſt rus b. — D. marea oommuni- 
cated as expeditiouſly as poſſible Vote of Thanks to Sir G. 
* Savile ; 


| 
| 
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' Reſolution propoſed by the. Rev; C. Wrymt 1 th 


* 


Nun XXVI. * = 1 
r. . 


Committee of | Aﬀociation of the W of 


c 


the Committee; with a EY. Modification 
60 the Relafen * | 


Reſol ved, 
AT whereas miſapprehenfions des ariſen 
relative to the intentions of thoſe who 

— propoſed a Conſtitutional Reform in the 
Repreſentation of this County, by the addition 
of at leaſt one hundred County Members to be 
choſen in a due proportion in the different 
Counties of the kingdom; we think if neceſſury 
to declare our opinion, that after the aforeſaid 
one hundred County Members are added to the 
Houſe of Commons, thoſe Perſons who are pro- 
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Savilez and alſo their nomination of F. F. Foljambe, Eſq; 
as a proper perſon to Repreſent the County of York in Par- 
liament in the place of his uncle Sir G. Savile, Bart,—The com- 
munication found him languiſhing, and at the potnt'of death; at 
that affeQting moment he was ſoothed by theſe teftimonies of the 
veneration, the gratitude, and ſympathifing affection of his Con- 
ſtituents. He died ſoon-after in the arms of his faithful friend 
David Hartley, Eſq; having firſt -uttered with faint and feeble 


voice, theſe memorable words, I have finiſhed, and I hare 


finiſhed well!“ 


Fork, on the 915 of May, 1781, but rejeted by | 
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prietors of Boroughs, and who might be-willin Wing 
to conſent to the reduction of Boroughs, 
receive a full-and adequate compenſation for 
their reſpeRive-intereſt# therein 
And that it ſhould moreover be optional in 
the Proprietors of Boroughs, either to accept 
of the n to retain their 


eee % eib t:! 
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Nodification of the 2 3 1 200 


* it is probable that the, Yorkſhire Committee 


would afſent, if it were undenſpad, that' ſuch a 
Declaration on their port would indute the gra 


| nn 
adept their Aſſociation. 
1ſt Reſolved, - — . 


HAT: Parliament Adi aa POL REY 
right to inquire into and correct all abuſes 
iejurious to the public weal, particplarly. to 
Reform the groſs inequality in the Repreſenta- 
tion of the People, by adding to the Houſe of 
n * nen af * 3 


® vir About 8 1781, doo it was pro- 
poſed to ſend. this Paper to the Marquis of Rockingbam. The 
principle of the Reſolution rejeQed on the gth of May, 5 781, was 
adopted by the Yorkſhire Committee in the year 1 782, and acceded 


to by the County Meeting at York in the ſame but the 
talen of og year ; | 


Conciliation was then unfortunately paſt, 


[4921 


ties and principal Cities, or by reducing the 
exceflive number of Burgeſſes << __ 
kament by the inferior a 
ad Reſolved, That when the Parli 
Repreſentation of this Kingdom ſhall have been 
improved by the addition of at leaſt one hun · 
dred Members, choſen in a due proportion in 
the different Counties; this Committee far from 
wiſhing that Parliament may proceed harſhly to 
exerciſe its inherent 1 to correct the ſtill 1 57 
maining inequality by a l 
chiſement of the inferior Boroughs, doth trul 
that an adequate reduction of Boroughs'may 
take place, on tertns'of purchaſe and full ſatis. 
faction offered by Partiatnent” to the" Perſons 


* — 8 he 

t ire Committee, chi — 1 on 8 k 
tainty whether Tuch a N = 
would produce the wiſhed: for uvien. oe Th pd the 
that a conciliatory Overture on that ground might be m 52 
lerter; and a confiderable number Committee having 
privately conſulted on the ſubject, ſome 'objJeRtions 6f 1% 
tional nature, which had been ſuggeſted on the th of May, were 
again u ed in fition to the meaſure 3 3 
ſubſequent modification was prepared. But it beifig che open 
of moſt of the Gentlemen conſulted, that the overture is any /hope 
at that time would not be well received, it was found to be ad- 
viſcable not to ſend the Letter aud the correRted Reſolufions which 
bad been drawn up, with a view tb eſſect un union of the Noble | 


and the r nennen 
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Letter propoſed 2% with the PEN IE 
poſitions by the Rev. C. WrVIII to the Mar. 
quis. of RoCK INGHAM. 1 


| Boxr Haut, Jine 12th, 2788. 

My Lord, | gies oy 

Have the honour to incloſe for our: Lord- 

ſhip's peruſal, an account of the | 
at the late General Meeting of Deputies; and 
alſo a copy of the Reſolutions of the Yorkſhire 
Committee of Aſſociation, on the gth and ioth 
of May laſt, including the report 'of their De- 

ties. 
"The annexed liſt: of Gentlemen preſent at 
that Meeting of the Committee is numerous, 
and reſpectable in character and weight of pro- 
perty; and Tam happy to aſſure your Lordſhip, 
their determination to-perſevere in oppoſition to 
the preſent corrupt ſyſtem of Government is 
firm and unanimous. To the terms of their 
Aſſociation they mean to adhere with integrity 
and reſolution q becauſe they are clearly con- 
vinced that if every other political Reform 
were obtained, without a due correction of 
abuſes in the Repreſentation and duration of 
Parliaments, no f6lid- and permament ſeeurity 
to the WA 90 % ayes es 
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becauſe, if poſſible, they are ſtill more clearly 
convinced, that no , conſiderable body of the 
People can ever be induced to unite in a ſteady 
defence of our common liberties, on any other 
ground than- that, of a Reformation of * 
liament. 

But when I do the Yorkftire Gentlwen th 
juſtice to repreſent them to your Lor 
firmly reſolved to ſuppotft that effeftual plan of | 
Parliamentary Reformation, which is the 
of their Aſſociation; T hope this firm 


will not be thought to indicate an unconciliating 
or impracticable diſpoſſtion. They ſee tay 
plainly the danger to which the Conſtitution in 
expoſed, from the great and growing power of 
the Crown, not to vaſh moſt anziouſly that a 
more perfect union might take place between 
the body of the People, and thoſe honoured 
Perſons in each Houſe of Parliament, who have 
endeavoured, on the ground of ceconomy only, 
to check the growth of that alarming power. 
With this conciliatory view, the encloſed pro- 
poſition reſpecting the disfranchiſement of 
Boroughs; by purchaſe only, at the option of the Pro: 
prietors, was offered to the conſideration of 7 
Yorkſhire Committee on the gth of May; and 

although I have not the ſatisfaction to ſay, the 
Motion was agreed to; yet if your Lordſhip, 
and that reſpectable body of men who uſually 
22 with you in Parliament, could ap- 
the plan of Parliamentary Reformation 


— by this County, provided that — 
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were recommended by the Committee, and admitied at 
4 General. County Meeting, as an additional, article 
of the Aſſociation ; in that caſe, I am perſuaded, 
the difficulties which. in ſome meaſure have im 
peded that deſirable union, would ſoon be ſut · 
mounted. In conformity with ſuch a Reſolu- 
tion, generally agreed to, an adequate number of 
the little, venal, Corniſh, Boroughs, the Cinque 
Ports, and other Boroughs of ſimilar deſcription, 
might be aboliſhed, | at an expence, which in 
compariſon with the immenſe beneſit reſulting 
from the change, would be moderate indeed. 
And thus, the Cities and the, ſounder part of the 
Boroughs, co-operating with the augmented Repreſen- 
tation of the Counties, under a triennial duration of 
Parliament, would form an gfactua! barrier againſt 
the onion gf: 190 Crown, 

To reſtore, a ſinking Conſtitution muſt ever 
be a work of great difficulty, as well as high 
importance. But in this Country, whatever 
ſhape oppreſſion may aflume ; whether it inj 
the Public under the forms of the Conſtitution, 
or in direct violation of them; means of oppoſi- 
tion, conſiſtent with peace and regularity, have 
been wiſely provided by Lamm, | for the pro- 

tection of Liberty, And by the reſolute uſe of 

thoſe ſafe, but efficacious means, national grie- | 

vances may yet be redreſſed, and Parliament | 

may be reſtored, eee - 4 

eee | | 
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In this operation, it is plain, ſueceſs cannot 
reaſonably be expected but from 2 general union 
of independent inen in Parliament, With the 
body of the People. The progreſs which has 
been made-on the part of the „ towards 
effecting that neceflary Coalition, not been 
inconſiderable. In different parts of the 
dom, multitudes of our fellow. ſubjects have 
entered into legal Aſſociations, ſtill ſubliſting in 
our, though not in that extent and 
which can afford a proſpect of immediate 
ſucceſs. In the preſent gloomy appearance: ol 


public affairs, it is the expectation of 2 
ſupport in Parliament, which ftilt animates 


laudable Combinations. But if an abſolute te- 
fuſal, or a too tedious delay of that fupport, 
ſhould diſpirit the People, deſpondence would 
unavoidably produce the difſolution of their 
Committees. And although Torkſhire might 
be perhaps the laſt County which would deſpair 
of the Public weal; yet, when every other 
Aſſociation had abandoned the ſtruggie, even 
Yorkſhire would ſoon be co to yield, 
and give up the unequal conteſt. After this 
extinction of the Committees, every hope to 
revive à popular oppoſition to the Crown, on 
legal grounds would be irrecoverably ſoſt. Fot 
then, either the nation would fink into a ge- 
neral dejection of mind, and paſſively ſubmit 
to every future encroathment on thay rights 
and liberties : or, if this abſolute ſubmiſſion to 
deſpotic 
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already experienced. Such probably 
be conſequence of a diſſolution of the County 


fituation of impregnable ſtrength, where it muſt 
ever be affailed in vain, How ſoon it may attain 
that commanding poſt, it is impoſſible to deter» 
mine—much ſooner than ſome of ou 
Countrymen may i In circumſtances 


of ſuch imminent peril, men of Parliamentary 
experience may have wiſhed that a leſs extenfive 
Plan of Reformation had been adopted by the 
People; W regretted, that — 


Vor. III 
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more cautious policy did not determine the 
Aſſociations to conſine their efforts to the pro- 
ſecution of palliative meaſures. But ſtill they 
agree with the People in their apprehenſions of 
danger; and ſince they have beheld a Houſe of 
Commons, elected when a national complaint 
had juſt been preferred to Parliament, againſt | 
the —55 of public money, and the exceſſiye 
influence of the Crown, encouraging the growth 
of that influence, by the unexampled prodigality 
of their grants, and rejecting every meaſure 
. propoſed for its reſtraint, notwithſtanding the 
promiſe of that Houſe in a preceding Seſſion, to 
provide an immediate and effectual redreſs of 
the abuſes complained. of; the incurable cor- 
ruption of that Aſſembly in its preſent ſtate, is 
now more manifeſtly proved ; and conſequently 
a ſubſtantial Reform of Parliament may now - 
appear to them more evidently neceſſary: And 
ſince a divided oppaſition to the Crown cannot 
accompliſh a due reduction of its alarming 
power; their junction with the People on that 
ground which they have already occupied, and 
from which they cannot. depart without a ge- 
neral diſperſion, ſeems now to be the only mea- 
ſure of legal oppoſition, which can + geo the 
gradual or ſudden introduction of f deſpotic 
Power. 
For what I have now when the liberty to 
gelt I profeſs I have no authority from the 


Committee of Yorkſhire, "Tu r bp wi 
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be pleaſed to conſider all I have here aid, as 


| ra from the zeal of a very private In- 


vidual But if that Individual is not miſtaken 
in his n on the temper and princi- 
ples of the Yorkſhir e Gentlemen, they Will 
gladly concur in this or any other mote proper 

t, by which a General Coalition of the 
real Friends of their Country may be effected 
on the baſis of their Aſſociation. 3 - . 

1 have the honour to be, 


My Lord, with high relpe&; ©" * 
Tour N 4 moſt bedient 1 
SMALL 


"I WW IL 


1 


Plaue, Il. * 
laws fr lhe Rev. C. Worx a 


ene. 


- * bord Hart, 15 12, 1717 
e my — 
opulition 
optional disfranchiſement of Boroughs, I un- 
derſtood your - objeftion to go not againſt the 
principle of the Motion as an Overture or 


a 3 Ma between W 
- 
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a — of a ſingle Member of the Committee. 
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and the People; but againſt the expethency of 
ſuch a public Declaration, before it was in ſome 
meaſure aſcertained, whether it would produce 
the deſired effect of a General Coalition, And 
it ſeemed to be your Lordſhip s opinion In par. 


_ ticular that if on a private application it was 


found the Nobles would accept that Reſolution, 
as a ſufficient inducement for their acceſſion to 
the Aſſociation, on thoſe terms it would' be 
right and prudent in the Committee to adopt * 
With this view I have lately taken ſome pains 
to draw up a letter of a concliatory nature, to 
be ſent to Lord Rockingham and the Noblemen 
connected with him, if your Lordſhip and 
ſome other Gentlemen of the Committee ſhall 
me to proceed hy your approbation 
of the ide. 
I propoſe to ſay, that the Committee is firmly 
reſolved to adhere to the Aﬀociation, but at _ 


_ fame time anxious for a more 


with the Nobtes who have fupported the Gen 
nomical Petition. And if that deſirable union 
could be effeted, provided the Committee 
would agree to a Reſolution, declaring their 
opinion that every future disfranchiſement of 
he pe np be optional, on terms of pur- 
e to the Proprietors ; I am per- 
— The Committee might be znduced to 
adopt that Propoſition. At the Larne time de- 
daring what J venture to fugpeſt on this ſub- 
je, is without authority, und only the private 


T 
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This is the outline of my letter; and if it is 
honoured with your Lordſhip's approbation, 
that would go far in determining me to make 
the experiment; I foreſee no harm likely to 
reſult from it, while on the contrary it may do 
much good, If in conſequence of ſuch an 
overture, we ſhould obtain the aſſiſtance of the 
Nobles, we ſhould probably carry a meaſure of 
great benefit to the Public, without the. hazards 
of a Civil War. If the Nobles really do not 
mean to join us, in the attempt to Reform 
Parliament on the terms of the Aſſociation, 
it will be our advantage to know it, The ex- 
pedient is perfectly conſiſtent with our pro- 
feſſed principles; and if it ſhould fail to pro- 
duce the deſired concurrence, I do not believe 
the overture, if known, would do the Com- 
mittee or their cauſe any differvice in the opi · 
nion of the Public. 

In a tranſaction of this kind, ſecrefy is ſo 
obviouſly neceflary, that I need not recommend 
caution in communicating the idea. But I 
ſhould be happy, my Lord, if you would favour 
me with your own opinion and advice; and 
alſo with that of any confidential Friend with 
whom you may converſe upon the ſubject. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, 
With the higheſt reſpe& and regard, * 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient ſervant, 
| C. WYVILL. 
The Earl of ErrivonAx. | 
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Dear Sir, 


Should have anſwered your Letter ſooner 
but that my time has been taken, up, (it 
being our Quarter Seſſions) ſo that I had not 
leiſure to give the ſubject the reflection I thought 


it required; and would not venture to con- 


yerſe with any body at preſent but Mr. Tooker, 
and no further than as to the propriety of the 
Plan in General, as it was mentioned at York. 
My objection at York was principally CON- 
fined to ſnch a Public Declaration as was the then 
ſubje& of diſcourſe ; but I believe, I even then 
threw out .(though it was not the matter di- 


rectly before us) my opinion concerning Pro- 


prietary Boroughs, that they were not (Con- 
ſtitutionally ſpeaking) a thing that could exiſt, 
and though it is too true, that ſuch things do 
exiſt, yet they are not the worſt evils we endure, 


' becauſe being generally in the hands of Perſons 


of large Landed Property, they are more likely 
to be Repreſented by Perſons of that deſcription 
or their Relations, than the Sea Port, and open 
Boroughs are, where either influence or cor- 

ruption, 
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ruption, muſt generally give a dead weight 
againſt the People. Now it appears to me that 


an optional Disfranchiſement would be found to 
affect none but thoſe Boroughs where the Peo- 
ple have nearly an equal chance with the Court. 
And all the dead wes of the Cours would 
be left untouched. - 

For theſe reaſons, if Lord Mahon? g Pacnoliticns 
are to be adopted at all, they ſhould be ado ted 
entirely without diſtinQion ; and ſatisfacti 
made as a free gift of the Public for a ſuppoſed 
right, which had been long indeed held, but 
had never been a legal Tenure. 

Indeed I ſee ſo many difficulties in bringing 
about any agreement with fo many Perſons who 
are intereſted in coming to none at all, that I 
ſhould be very doubtful of the poſſibility of its 
being done within the time neceſſary. I ſhould 
myſelf think it more for the public advantage 
that all Boroughs were left in au quo—pro- 
vided our Propoſition was adopted of County 
Members; and to prevent diſputes about the 
proportioning them, I would ſhorten the 
queſtion by propoſing to double the preſent 
number for each County. 6 

Theſe, Sir, are my ideas on the ſubject at large. 
would certainly do much to bring about a 

fincere Conciliation, but I ſhould think it ought 
never to be ſought by the Committee as a body, 
by ſuch a ſtep as declaring an unconſtitutional 
Doctrine; as by ſo doing they would probably 
T3 incur 
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incur the charge of not having been ta 
their truſt, which would effectually put — 


the ſtate their opponents deſire. 


At the ſame time I cannot deny that part of 
your ſuppoſition wherein you mention the poſli. 
bility of good ariſing from any Individual, try. 
ing what kind of terms the Perſons you. de. 
ſcribe would wiſh to have, and whether any 
thing we ought to do, would obtain their . 
co-operation ; but I think the Aſſociation as 2 
body muſt not be committed even in the moſt 
diſtant appearance, till Propofals are made that 
they can with con to their Country ap. 


' I am, Dear Sir, | 
With great truth and regard, | 
Yaur moſt faithful and obedient ſervant, 
EFFINGHAM, 


P, S, Since writing the aboye I have ſeen 
Mr. Wilkinſon and Mr. Shore, who both con- 
firm the opinion above, as to the great impro- 
priety of any Propoſal from, or CER in 
the Committe. 


h Paper V. 
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Paper V. 
Letter from Sir G. Sa vil x to the Rev. C. Wrvixx. 


4 Atywick, July 32d, 1781. 
TR Enos (in no 
leſs than fourteen places, and at a conſide- 
rable diſtance) occaſions my leading a Tartarian 
kind of a life, and naturally diverts a good 
part of my time as well as my attention from 
other matters, although of mare ſerious conſe- 
quence. The ſubject of your laſt favour is not 
of a kind to be thought lightly of, or anſwered 
haſtily, and it makes me ſtill more cautious in 
venturing an opinion on the ſubject, when I ob- 
ſerve that you make ſo much to depend upon 
it; even your determination whether to ſend it 
or no. I am ſure I could hardly ever foryive 
myſelf, if any miſtake in my judgment were to 
be the means of preventing a Treaty that might 
promote a Union, without which, I am morally 
certain no good can be done. I therefore beg 
that although I may be inclined (perhaps too 
much) to deſpond, you will not ſuffer my opi- 
pion alone, and ſtill leſs againſt that of others, 
to prevent 'your proceeding with an attempt 
which even according to my fears cannot be 
Very pernicious ; ſince the leſs chance na” 
O 
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of matters coming about of themſelves, the leſi 
obj ection there is to try any remedy, which 
does but carry the face of à fair attempt. Vou 
will remember that the objections I-ſtarted were 
rather to the matter itſelf, than to the manner 
of treating it; and indeed I believe the latter 
will not often be the weak part when you ſet 
your pen to any ſubject. The objections aroſe 
from the nature of the thing, the actua i cireum- . 
ſtances of the caſe, and the jealouſies which I 
apprehend already to have been conceived, and 
perhaps conceived not without reaſon, and which 
I much fear it is too late to remedy by merely 
ſoftening the terms of a Propoſition, or even, 
ſeeming by a change of phraſe to have varied the 
object. 1 do not mean to enter at all into the 
merits of the argument, or the ſolidity of the 
diſtinction between the wvenal and the property 
Boroughs. The deciſion of that queſtion is not 
neceſſary to the preſent argument. I rather go 
on a queſtion of fact. The two ſpecies have 
been put together by the popular Leaders ; nay 
the greater ſtreſs has been laid on the abſurdity 
of ſuch a ſham Repreſentation as the latter, 
rather than on the corruption of the former, or if 
this be not ſo, it is juſt as bad ;—it has been con- 
ceived to be ſo. To cure this jealouſy, it was 
thought neceſſary to explain that you wanted 
by no means to force Boroughs without con- 


| ſent and purchaſe ;—ferce them from whom? 
without 
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without conſent — without whoſe conſent? The 
very Treaty you ſee, the very Explanation, the 
very Apology, and ſoftening down of the mat- 
ter ſtill implying, nay, confirming the idea of 
proprietorſhip : becauſe although Lord Mahon 
has a plan to eat away the corrupt Boroughs in 
the ſame way, yet it is little known or talked 
of, and certainly not enough ſo to make the 
idea of purchaſing Boroughs apply at firſt ſight, 
in the general acceptation to open venal Bo- 
roughs, ſtill leſs to Miniſterial ones. I have 
warked in the laſt page the words, perhaps nat 
without reaſon : for the honeſt truth I think is, 
that the Property Boroughs were in reality the 
object which moſt drew the attention, and 
whoſe groſs abſurdity. moſt ſhocked the com- 
mon ſenſe of the majority of thoſe who thought 
on the ſubject; and the rather as it went in 
uniſon with a jealouſy of the Ariſtocracy or 
Nobility, which ought a/ways indeed to be an 
object of jealouſy where the game is beteveen it and 
the People, and ſometimes too when the Crown 
makes a third at the Play. I lap up my thoughts 
in as few words as I can; the converſation we 
have already had, being ſuch as I think will 
enable you to decypher what I write, 

I think you will find that even in the draught 
of the letter you have ſent me, which certainly 
has ſmoothed and filed down every fharp cor. 
ner and roughneſs as much as poſſible, there is 
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{till in the 4th paragraph, a ſort of n 
which unavoidably expoſes the weak place, for 
it begins „with a conciliatory View and to 
propoſe the Disfranchiſement of Boroughs, at 
< the option of the Proprietors, &c.“ and it ends 
with “ the Abolition of vena/ Corpiſd Boroughs, 
* Cinque Ports, and others of like Deſcription,” 
Now, who are the Proprietors of the. Cinque 
Ports and of venal Boroughs, and can any one 
bona fide ſay, one is age thoſe TD 
when one promiſes the Nobles that one will 
not take their properties without their conſent, 
There is no maſking this. My Propoſition is 
ſhortly this, The majority of the Friends to 
Liberty have been certainly more ſtruck with 
the Abſurdity of Property Boroughs and ariſto- 
cratical Repreſentation, than with the 

of the corrupt ones, They have ſufficiently in- 
timated, or (which is the ſame thing) have 
been underſtood to have intimated, = thoſe 
Boroughs are their object: They ſoon perceive 
it impoſſible to be obtained without the good- 
will of thoſe whoſe ill-will they have excited. 
They therefore explain to them, that they only 
meant the vena! Boroughs; for buying up which 
they aſk their conſent, and this becauſe they won't 
violate their property. What! aſk the Proprietors 
of one thing leave to deſtroy another, and whole 
Abolition too will rather increaſe their (Come 
parative) influence, 


The 
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| The ſame paragraph makes mention of the 
Propolition having been not agreed to on the 
eth of May. But as the objection which ariſes 
from this ſeems abſolutely to reſt with you, and 
of the ground of prudence, whether to hazard 
a Letter (as à private one) on ſuch a delicate 
ſubject, and in thoſe circumſtances, I do not 
know any thing I can ſuggeſt in addition to 
what paſſed at your Houſe, and indeed the 
queſtion in this reſpect may be altered by the 
encouragement you have received in a way and 
to a degree, of which you alone can be the 
judge. n 2 | 
Wick regard to the ſending it only to Lord 
Rockingham, I think you miſunderſtood me, or 
I miſexpreflet myſelf, or ſpoke haftily.”- I cer. 
tainly do not recollect that I objected to a public 
Apptication (and more eſpecially on the ground 
of a riſk of à diſavowal) and a Circular Letter, 
to ſome Nobles I looked upon 'as public, becauſe it 
ſeemed to me to be odds, but ſome one for ſome 
reaſon would let it tranſpire. But if your Ap» 
phcation be made 10 any one, ſurely it ſhould be 
by ſome confidential and friendly Communication, 
and if there be not ſubſiſting the means of ſuch 
an intercourſe, I believe I need not point out 
how much that circumſtance leflens the chance 
of a reſult worth purſuing. 

I ſee the propoſed Letter is dated June 18th. 
I think we mentioned the little indelicacy that 


appeared 
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appeared in the delay of the Communication, 
I forget exactly how that part of our conver. 
ſation ended, and it is a matter of a * 
conſideration. f 

I believe, my Dear Sir, 1 have now men- 
tioned the chief part at leaſt of what materially 
relates to the buſineſs in Queſtion, I muſt repeat 
my Apology for not doing it ſooner, I think the 
delay will be of no ill-conſequence. Indeed 
I fear, there is yet time before us to deliberate 
before any effectual remedy ſuggeſts itſelf to a 
lingering, but very ſurely fatal diſtemper. 

I am much obliged to you for your kind 
wiſhes for my health; I think it goes on pretty 
well. Pray return my beſt thanks, and can | 
pliments likewiſe to Mrs. Wyvill. 

Dear Sir, with great regard, 

Your obedient humble ſervant, 
8. SAVILE, 
Rev. Mr. WrviLL 


| Paper Vl. 
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Letter from Viſcount Manon to the Rev. C. 
| WrVILL. | 


8 CHEVENING, Fuly 24th, 1781. 
My Dear Sir, 2 | | 

OUR letters which Þ have juſt received, 
give me the greateſt pleaſure, in as much 
as I am truly happy to find that the principle of 
the Motion was not diſapproved of by your 
reſpectable Committee, but only the expediency 
of reſolving it, till it was known whether or 
no it would be attended with ſucceſs.” In that 
I am far from diſagreeing with your Com- 
mittee, although I might perhaps be of opinion, 
that there would have been no impropriety in 
making the attempt for a reaſon you ſuggeſted 
yourſelf, I mean the knowing for certain upon 
what ground they ſtand. I have only one thing 
to recommend, and that I take the liberty to 
recommend very particularly, and that is, to 
expreſs in your /etters (which I am happy you 
intend to write) that the Compenſation ſhould 
be perfectly optional ; and that it is meant, that 
thoſe Proprietors of Boroughs, who do not 
delire to part with their Boroughs for any com- 
penſation ſhould compleatly retain their pre- 
ſent Rights, It is upon this Propoſition being 
full 
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Fully underſtood, that depends the whole pto. 
ſpect of ſucceſs. 

Would it not be proper to write (amo 
others) to the Duke of Rutland, to the Dyke of 
Richmond, to Mr. Thomas Pitt, and Sir James 
| Lowther.—T have ſeen Mr. David Hartley, and 
have alſo converſed with Mr. William Pitt, on 
the ſubject of our idea, of an optional 
fation, who both approve it extremely. 

I have alſo ſeen lately Lord Rockingham, wh 
does net yet ſeem to meet us. He till js of 
= - that rake grew at large does 10 care 

for theſe kinds 

It appears to me, n George Savile 
approves of your excellent ideas, it would be 
alſo right with his permiſſion, to expreſs bi; 
approbation of the Plan of CONSTITUTIONAL 
UNION, in your intended Letters, It would 
add great weight, 

Believe me ever, my Deat Sir, 
With the higheſt reſpect, 


yu moſt faithful and affectionate, 
MAHON. 


Pager vn 
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letter from Earl Srantorz to the Rev. C. 
WrviI L. 


Manspintb-räzst, May 137 1793. 

Heat Sir, 
AM happy to hear by your Letter that wo 
are ſoon to have from you an 
tollection of Papers, on the ſubje& of Parlia - 
mentary Reform. I conſent to your publiſhing 
(according to your defire) my two Letters ta 
you; the firſt, dated October the 23d, 17805 
and the ſecond, dated July the 24th; 1791: 

If we (I mean we the Public) have ndt hitherto 
ſucceeded better in our attempts to obtain z 
Reform of Parliament, I aſcribe it to thit cauſe; . 
namely, that the Public at large have not done 
juſtice to themſelves upon that ſubject. For, 
they have in general neglocted to expreſs by 
Reſolutions, or by Petitions to the Houſe of 
Commons, their ſenſe in favour of that impor. _ 
tant meaſure. And you ſee, by my Letter to 
you of July 24th, 1781, that Lord Rockingham, 
declined to come into the meaſure, from his 
belief that the Country at large did * not care 
for theſe kinds of 

The politieal n ate Una 
1 facred, and . 
L. | 


e forfeited or loſt by diſuſer, or forbearance... 
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When, therefore, I approved of the Propoſition 
for an optional Compenſation fo be given to the 
Borough-Holders, I approved of it upon thi 
principle ; viz. not as conceiving that the pre. 
ſent Borough-Holders have (ſtrictly ſpeaking) 
any juſt claim to any ſuch compenſation from 
the Nation; but, becauſe I conſidered it as 2 
mere queſtion about the ſum of money only, which 
it might be adviſeable for the Nation to pay for 
that purpoſe ; rather than to loſe, or even delay, 
the attaining of a Parliamentary Reform. It 
was an admirable obſervation of the late moſt 
excellent and reſpectable Sir George Savile, 
in ſpeaking of the pilicy and expediency of giving 
to the Borough-Holders a ſum of money, in 
order to obtain that moſt important object: 
« The expence of fox weeks of the American War" 
(aid he) © would be ſufficient to purify our Confii 
* tutian. And happy, I am ſure it would have 
been if. that uſeful expence had been incurred 
previous to the American War; for the Nation 
would have been in that caſe, above ONE RUN- 
DRED. MILLIONs ſterling; in pocket at preſent. 
Fou will recolle&, I am ſure, that it was 2 
part of the-plan, that ſuch portion of the Com- 
penſation Money as ſhould not be immediately 
accepted by the Borough-Holders, ſhould be 
laid out to accumulate at compound Intereſt. The 


temptation to accept ſuch Compenſation Sony 


would, therefore, have * encreaſed, and 
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would ſoon have become too ſtrong for thoſe 
Perſons to reſiſt. 

Conſequently, even the circumſtance of the 
intended Compenſation being optional, was not 
2 meaſure that could defeat any part of the plan: 
it was, at worſt, a meaſure of //ome delay; and a 
delay as to a part only of the Boroughs propoſed 
to be - aboliſhed by that ſalutary operation, It 
was, therefore upon the whole, a * and pru- 
dent meaſure. 

know extremely well chat in ume alot 
gublic diſcontent (ſuch as exiſted at the end of the 
year 1780) many uſeful things may be obtained, 
if properly puſhed; and that, on account of the 
agitation of the public mind. But in times of 
tranquillity, happineſs, and peace, I ſee little 
proſpect of any Parliamentary Reform, except 
upon the plan of optional Compenſation. 

On the other hand, the Borough - Holders 
would do well to recollect in time, that events 
nay happen which may bring about a Parlia- 
mentary Reform, even without a Compenſation. 

We are now engaged in a moſt dangerous 


and impolitic War with France. What events 


it may produce I know not. But, ſhould it 
bring ruin upon this Country, I ſhall have at 
leaſt this one conſolatory reflection, that I have 

done every thing in ny power to prevent it. 

ieve me ever, Dear Sir, 
With great eſteem, f 

| Moſt, faithfully and fncerely yours, - 
STANHOPE, 
Va Paper VIII. 
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Taper VIII. ez 

Letter from David Hax TL EV, Eſq; to the Rey, 

75 1235 Krueinor I 
Dear Sir, OY "DANN m 
DID not receive your favour of the 14th 
inſtant, till laſt night; it went to my Bro- 
ther at Plymouth. I have my doubts whether 
the propoſed compromiſe would be 
by the Nobility, not that it might be 
unreaſonable towards them or towards 
Proprietors of Boroughs, but that the People of 
England in general do not ſeem attached tothe 
' Propoſition of Reforming Parliament at all, 
and, therefore, that the whole is premature; 
in ſhort, that the backwardneſs of the People 
| has leſſened the influential weight of the Com- 
mittees. Being very deſirous to contribute 
every thing in my power towards union in 
Yorkſhire, : have on ſeveral occaſions among 
my Friends ſtated the propoſed compromile 
2s a fair overture of accommodation. I have 
led for mutual conceſſions, and I have 
thought that I have feen many favourable di- 
poſitions, but in fach tonchy and e mat - 
ters, there are many variations of temper and 
diſpofitions, therefore, I really cannot tell what 
5 eb | judgment 
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judgment to form. The only piece of advice 
which occurs to me is this If the affociated 
Gentlemen of Yorkſhire, ſtill continue firmly 
attached to their Propoſitions for the Reform 
of Parliament, notwithftanding their Deputation, 
was not accepted by the declared ſenſe of the People 
of England, &c. And if the of the 
propoſed com iſe would cordially conci- 
late the Gentry to the Nobility in Yorkſhire, 
I think theſe two points ſhould be ſtated to the 
Perſon for whom the letter is intended, becauſe 
theſe points cannot fail to have the | 
weight, with a Tark/bire Nobleman, and with the 
other Torkfaire Noblemen connected with him. 
As to the Propoſition of optional Disfranchiſe- 
ment, I entirely agree with you, that all the 
cancelled Boroughs ſhould have com 
and I agree, likewiſe, that all the noble and 
property Boroughs, though equally deviating 
Repreſentati 


from on, are not ſo in- 


jurious to the Public as venal Miniſterial Bo- 


roughs; and, therefore, the point of 
might be more ſafely left to option. But it 
ſhould be conſidered that a Propoſition of Con- 
ciliation in Yorkſhire, cannot bind the People 
of England, who in ſome general commotion 
may go another way, as for inſtance, they may 
wg that Reformation of Repreſentation which 

was impoſed upon Oliver Cromwell, at his 


inauguration, or the Duke of Richmond's plan, 


or ſome other, Some latitude ſhould be pre- 
U 3 ſerved 


SS 


ſerved for events, and therefore, it feems to 
me that the optional Disfranchiſement ſhould 
be ſpecifically attached to the Propoſition 
of an hundred Knights. Theſe Propoſitions 
ſhould be prudently woven together without 
a ſeam; and then the parties in queſtion, 
might concur without jealouſy in one common 
union. This I fay to your queſtion of the 
riſque of loſing Friends among the body of the 
People, I do not apprehend much riſque in the 
ſpecific bargain of an hundred Knights in, andan 
hungred rats; optionally purchaſed ovt. I think 
T have now faid every thing that occurs to me 
upon the ſubject of your Letter; I moſt heartily 
wiſh union in Torkſhire as the foundation of 
-General Union among all the Friends of the 
Country. You. may be aſſured that I will 
contribute every exertion in my power moſt 
zealouſly towards it. I am detained in the 
neighbourhood of London upon buſineſs. 1 
ſhall hope ſoon to get into the Country, but 
the encloſed franks will always reach. me with 
* * diſpatch. 
. I am, Dear Sir, 
With the greateſt mw 
r faithfully yours. 
D. HARTLEY. 
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Leter from the Rev. ©. anus v . Rev 
WILIA Maso. 


. 1 borrer- ll . Auguft e 80 
Dear Sir, 

HAD ep corrected Na con. 
ſiderably changed from that Reſolution 
which was moved on the gth of May, and which 
had been originally drawn up by Lord Mahon. 
The drift of the alterations was to preſerve the 
conciliatory idea of 2 Compenſation for the 
Boroughs, and yet avoid the imputation of con- 
ceding an abſolute and indefeazable right in the 
Boroughs to retain their privileges, however, 


injurious to the Public. For ſome Gentlemen 


objected to the Reſolution at firſt propoſed, 

conceiving that unconſtitutional doctrine might 
be imputed to the Committee, if it were not 
more clearly expreſſed, that any compenſation 
was not what in juſtice the Boroughs have a 
right to demand, but only what the Committee 
wiſh to recommend as 2 fatisfaQtion to the 
ſufferers, proper to be given on the part of the 
Public. Perhaps, at ſome other time, and in 


ſome other way, the corrected Propoſitions may be 
of uſe. But your Letter of the gth, for which 


* have my ſincereſt thanks, has fully con- 


PW 
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vlnced me it would be imprudent to make any 
uſe of them at preſent, in the way of Negotia, 


* 


tion. I therefore determined immediately to 
write to Sir George Savile; and to inform him 
I found it unadviſable ta make the Overture 
propoſed. And as faſt as I am able I mean to 
communicate the fame information, to all the 
Gentlemen whom I have conſulted on the ſub, 


3 | Pe 
ray Eyer truly yours, + 


Paper X. 

Letter from the Rev. C. WrVvIII. to Sau 
TookER, Eſq. MPs, * 
faxTyprooty , vd, 


Dear Sir, 
T% propoſal for an Overture to the Nodi. 
lity is now withdrawn. The Letter which 
was meant tq introduce it, had the approbation 
of Sir George Savile, and although I had na 
dire& reaſon to think he would undertake to 
manage the Negotiation, yet I am of opinion 
he would have ee he" eee 


f 8 4 


the character of a mediator and common friend 
between the parties concerned. But finding the 
idea not reliſhed by yourſelf and by ſome other 
Friends, for whom I have a very high eſteem 
and regard; I wrote to Sir George Savile 2 
few days ago, to inform him the ſcheme muſt 
be laid aſide. I felt the foro of your ob- 
jections; I was indeed very wall aware that 
the propoſed tranſaction was of a delicate pas 


ture; that men of ambition would probably 


wiſh to break 3 combination of independent 
men, whoſe politics they had not directed nor 
adopted ; and might endeayour to effect their 
viſl by making uſe of the intended Oyerture, 

either to diſcredit them, or to divide them, 
In what manner I meant to guard againſt the 
danger of having our offer 9 
to our diſcredit, the Letter itſelf myſt ſhew ; of 
which Mr. Maſon has a copy, and will certainly 
commupicate It to you, ' The gather fide of the 
alternative, I had always determined to avoid, 
by giving up the meaſure unleſs jt met with 
general approbation, on a conſultation ſo ex- 
ſenſive, as to afford a ſufficient inſight into the 
ſentiments of the whole Committee. As to the 
Propoſition which was meant to be the ground 
of the conciliatory Letter, it certainly would 
have admitted, and indeed had received conſi - 
derable emendation ; but as I ſaw other diffs 
culties of great moment abjeced, beſide thoſe 


phich wight bs urged again the Propolio 
| | em 


— 322 J 


| Itſelf, I did not ſend the corrected Propoſition to 
you, or Lord Effingham, &c. which I certainly 
ſhould have done, if I had ſeen reaſon to think 
the application in any other mode or "ſhape, 
might be made with prudence or a proſpect of 
ſucceſs; as to the reaſons which induced me to 
bring forward again an idea which had not 
been approved by the Committee in May, 1 
muſt alſo refer you for them, to the Letter of 
Conciliation, they are there drawn out at full 
length; and have formed in me this ſettled 
opinion, that as we before'rightly avoided any 
connection with the Nobles, in order that we 
might with more.freedom and impartiality agree 
upon a plan of Parliamentary Reformation; fo 
now the plan is formed and agreed upon, it 
behoves us to obtain the ſupport of as many 
powerful men as we can, by honeſt and con- 
ſiſtent means. v4 "ITY 
If the Nobility had joined us in conſequence 
of the application, the fact would have been, 
that, although the advance had been made by 
us, the conceſſion had been made by them; ve 
had not given up our plan and our principles to 
them, they had given up their ſcruples, or their 
affected objections to us. But I am ſatisfied 
the time for ſuch an advance is not yet arrived. 
My opinion of their diſpoſition to join us, has 
been much changed lately by information from 
different quarters, of the averſion ſhewn by ſe- 
veral of the leading men among them; _ 
| cou 
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courſe, my regret is much diminiſhed at having . 

found it neceffary to lay aſide a meaſure which 

I thought likely to be productive of much 

public good. However, I am perſuaded, if ever 

a Coalition ſhould take place, it would be on 

ſome ſuch terms as the propoſed offer of a ſecurity 

againſt a compulſive disfranchiſement of Bo- 

roughs. Without that they never will comply; 

though time and diſappointment may _ 

them to — thoſe terms. 

I am, Dear Sir, 
beer lincere regard, yours ever, 

C. n, 


* * 
[1 
” i . % 
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Paper XI. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WrviLL to the Earl of 
| * EFFINGHAM. 


HazTLErOOL, Auguft 234; 178r. 
My Lord, | * 


there had appeared a more general dif. 
poſition in the Committee to adopt the pro- 

| poſed meaſure of Conciliation, it would have 
been neceſſary to alter the Propoſition intended 
as the ground of the overture, ſo as to obviate 
the objections 1 in point of Conſtitutionality, to 
which your Lordſhip thought it liable; and 
yet 
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bility would be difli 


Sir George Savile; and I believe, though with. 
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yet to retain what was eſſential to the offer, as 
a ſecurity to the Proprietors of Boroughs againſt 
any harſh and compulſive disfranchiſement 
which might be attempted hereafter by the po. 


pular party: This would have been neceſſary; 


and it would have been practicable, J believe, 
though not without much difficulty. I had 
tried what I could do towards it, and had 


thrown the Reſolution firſt propoſed into ſeyg- 


ral different ſhapes, with ſuch corrections as 
occured to me. But finding from various 
quarters, that any application at all to the No. 
; at leaſt, until there 
appeared a greater probability of their hearty 
concurrence with us, I would not trouble your 


- Lordſhip with the farther confideration of 2 


propoſal, which in any ſhape appeared not pro. 
to be made at preſent, 
The propoſed Letter had the approbation of 


out any direct reaſon to ſay ſo, that he would 
have undertaken to mediate as a common 


friend to the Nobility and the Aſſociation, if 


the idea of an Overture had been generally ap- 
proved, I informed him a few days ago, the 
propoſal muſt be withdrawn, penis 
1 am, my Lord, with very fincere reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient ſeryant, 


Paper XII. 
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Paper XII. 
Letter from Sir G. Sa vii A 20 the Rev. c. wrvul 


NozTHALLERTON, Augyf 24th, 1781. 
Dear Sir, g 


Dare ſay I muſt have ſeemed to you 2 very 
negligent Correſpondent. The number of 
letters and the time that ſome of them have 
been unanſwered, (though I aſſure you not un- 
noticed) muſt look as if I had attended little to 
a ſubjet which certainly deſerves a good deal 
of thought. The truth is, that on the one 
hand, my time and thoughts have. been too 
much interrupted lately with journeys and buſi- 
neſs of a very different caſt, and on the other, 
I-did not perceive any thing very material that I 
would add to what I had ftated -in my former 
letter: the obſtructions there mentioned being 
ſo rooted in the very ſubject matter itſelf, and 
its circumſtances, that to remove all minuter 
and ſubaltern difficulties by variations in the 
mode, ſeems to me as no more than cutting up 
ſome buſhes and hedges in your approach to a 
very ſtrong if not impregnable Fortreſs. I have 
more and more reaſon every hour to be con- 
firmed in the opinion, that it is out of the reach 
of all human poſſibility to turn the cream ſweet 
again as things now ſtand. A more decided 


_ warfare ſeems to ſubſiſt between different _ 


WOW Re 


of one ſide, than even between the oppoſite 
ſides. I can even imagine that things have been 
made worſe too, by reports and tales. A dif. 
polition is apparent to conſtrue every thi 
the worſt ſenſe. In moſt tranſactions of life a 
decided part muſt be taken, it is commonly a 
vain hope to trim and ſcramble for the adyan- 
tages of both. It is a zrick to ride upon two 
horſes, and not a practice calculated for. the 
buſineſs of this word, You made your option; 
you, markedly and decidedly avoided all com. 
munion with ſome, becauſe.on the whole you 
judged you ſhould: loſe more by it. If that (as 
/ — cards then lay) was on the whole, the moſt 
likely way to ſucceed, the cauſe was certainly in 
a bad way; for it appears very plain to me now 
that, that beſt way was perfectly hopeleſs. — 
What ſtrength or (which is as material) what d 
Poſition there was in the body deſcribed under the 
name of the People to ſupport Reformation, I 
cannot preciſely judge, nor indeed what ideas 
they formed of Reformation; but it is plain 
that whatever that body be it. manifeſts neither. 
knowledge nor ſtrength, nor will to ſet matters 
to rights. I am by no means clear that the 
game would have anſwered better played ano- 
ther way; I contend only that after ſuch a 
decided flight, (however prudent) it is im- 
poſſible to ſuppoſe a cordial union can take 
place; or that matters can be healed or even 
fmoothed decently over by a Negotiation, (which 
of itfelf implics enmity) the object of which was 
©. * 
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to pull down the Ariſtocracy (ſo called) as more, 
immediately neceflary than to diminiſh the 
power of the Crown. I cannot ſay, therefore, 
but that on public conſiderations, I am con- 
tented that no farther ſteps are taken, being 
very apprehenſive that farther irritation only 
would have enſued, It is a loſt game. Ano- 
ther tide muft be waited for, natural events, 
like the lowing water will lift a firſt rate as 
eaſily as a boat; but to be thruſting with poles 
when the great ſhip is abſolutely dry a ground, 
is ſpending ſtrength even to the amuſement of 
the ſpectators. The compariſon might well be 

in 


carried on. Sometimes the tide 

overwhelms the veſſel before it ivy Ae: 
her; ſometimes it lifts her gently and firſt on 
the ſide ſhe leans to; and, raiſing her till ſhe is 
upright, floats her off without the damage of a 
fingle plank or rope. Which will happen is 
impoſſible to ſay. 1 own I have general appre- 
henfions that as nothing but ſufferings aud diſ- 
appointments will awaken the People, ſo nothing 
but violence will be to be expected from them. 
In the preſent acceptativn of the term People, it 
may be hard to define; but, if they are pleaſed 
to apply their hands to the work, the People will 
not be an ahſtract or metaphyſical idea. 

The latter part of the delay I have uſed, was 
owing both to a notion that I might ſee you at 
Vork, and to your laſt information, of your 
final determination” to cut out this rubber, 
which made any haſte unneceſſary. Finding 

now 
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now I cannot very well wait on you in my fe. 
turn, I make a halt to write. 51 
* The three Reſolves are I think without ob- 
jection. I mean in argument. In point of fa 
they will be I/ ojefed to for another reaſon 
mean the fame which protected our reſalves in 
the Houſe of Commons, (< That the influence 
of the Crown is increafed, &c.) via. that they 
were declaratory and theoretic, and not going 
directly to any effect. In general People love 
 well-ſounding and conftitutional maxims but 
hang an A= at action. It is pleaſanter to read 
fighting ſtories, than. to fight ; I don't know 
whether Parliament will be pleaſed or affronted 
at the aſſerting of her rights out of doors. Tis 
according to the humour ſhe's in; if indeed 
ſhe minds it at all. For conſider that this fame 
Parliament, which you affirm has 2 right to cor. 
fect herſelf and turn from the evil way, and to 
do that which is lawful and right, is the very 
body, whoſe power you have been ſuppoſed (if 
not to conteſt) to rival and contend with. If 
any thing more occurs to me when 1 get quiet 
again at Lumley Caſtle (as I ſhall be for à few 
days) I will write again.—In the mean-time,  * 
Believe me, Dear Sir, with great regard, c. 
gp | 8. SAVILE, 


2 z. The two Refolutions confalned in the fatter patt of the 
ik Paper of this Number, with a gd Reſolution had been 


communicated to Sir G. Sevile, but which, forming no veorflary 
part of the Modification propoſed, is there omitted 
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Paper XIII. 


Leiter from the Rey. C. Wrvus, to Jann, 
Duxxix, Eſq, od sun 
HarTLzPO0L—near Stockton, 4uguff ated, 271. 

Dear Sir, »#2 if 5 


Should have much more pleaſure in 

municating, 4 you certainly 2 have 
teceiving, the following account of a lately pro- 

d Gee of Conciliation W b 

Nobility and the Committee of Yorkſhire ; if 
could cloſe it with any favourable feſult. But 
in the courſe of this tranſaction it has appeared, 
that the time for a General Coalition has not 
yet arrived. The ground of the Overture was 
propoſed to be a Declaration by the Committee 
that in caſe any future disfranchiſement 
Boroughs ſuhould be thought decefiary, the dit 
franchiſement in the ere of the Committee 
ſhould be effected in the way not of compulſion, 
but of purchaſe, on terms to be accepted or re- 
fuſed at the option of the Perſons concerned 
Something to this' purpoſe had been thrown out 
to the Committee on the gth of May ; but was 
not approved, as it would have bound the Com- 
mittee, without the valuable conſideration of a 
Coalition will the Nobility. This ſuggeſted 
the idea of wunding the Yorkſhite Nobility by 
Vol., III. | N X letter 


1 


A 
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letter, communicating that Declaration with 
the opinion of a private Perſon unauthorized 
by the Committee, that ſuch a Reſolution would 
probably paſs in that Aſſemply, if it were ug. 
derſtood that their adoption of that meaſure, 
would be accepted by the Nobility as a ſuffi. 
cient inducement to join in the Aſſociation. In 
purſuance of this idea, a letter was drawn up 
which had the approbation of Sir George 
Savile; and, although I have no direct reaſon 
to think he would have undertaken to conduſt 
the Negociation, yet I believe he would haye 

ven his affiſtance as a mediator and common 
. if. there had been a ſufficient encou- 
ragement from thoſe Gentlemen who were 
conſulted, to carry the meaſure.into execution, 
But although the Majority of the opinions 2 
lected was inclined to try the experiment; 
rious objections were ſtated from differen 


Aten. Some of theſe difficulties ref 
t 


he terms of the Propoſition itſelf, or the mode 
of the Overture, might perhaps. have been 
over; but the. hp erton of the N obility - 
thought to be ſo unripe for union, and in the 
reſent ſtate of things any application ſeemed 
10 little likely to produce the good propoſed, 
that the advance would have been much diſap- 
proved by ſome of the moſt reſpectable Mem- 
15 of the Committee; and it was therefore 
found adviſable, a few days, ago, to inform Sir 
George Savile, the Theme muſt be laid 1 
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for the preſent. However, though this pro- 
poſal has failed, I truſt it has had no bad con- 
ſequences z on the contrary, there ſeem to be 
good conſequences, which may hereafter be do- 
rived from it, when a more favourable oppor- 
tunity occurs for renewing the propoſal. The 
Declaration had been originally drawn up by 
Lord Mahon; but if the idea of an Overture 
had been approved, it would have been ne- 
ceſſary to obviate objections by ſome material 
alterations. With my beſt wiſhes for your 
health, % EW 1 

And with moſt ſincere eſteem and regard, 
Tour faithful humble ſervant, ' 

C. WYVILL; 


Tue, IV. 
Letter from Jon Dunnino; Eſq; 10 the Rev, 
pines C. WrviLL. * de ; 
$4! 91 Porn +, n= . . 
Dear Sir, | : a To 
Ys obliging favout from Hartlepool 
' was forwarded to me in the due courſe of 


'e poſt in Devonſhire, where the indilpoſtion 
2 it 


1 


it found me in, will I hope be accepted as 10 
apology for my not a it ſooner. 
I wis in truth far from well during any part 
of the ſummer, but towards the end of it, the 
heat of the weather with the foul air of many 
erouded Aﬀemblies, in which I was obliged to 
paſs it, opprefled me to the degree of making 
me at length unable to attend to any thing. 
T have been reps time recovering, and one 
of the firſt things I have thought it neceſſary 
to attempt, is to Thenk you — communi. 
cation of your laudable though unſucceſsful 
efforts in the public caufe. r Mg 

Whatever may be the ultimate iſſue of them, 
I muſt admire the Readineſs with which you 
purſue them, without being diverted by the 
warmth with which you are attacked on one 
fide, or the coldneſs you meet with on another, 
Preached at by your ſpiritual Peers, and unſup- 
ported by your temporal ones; men leſs con- 
vinced of the importance of their objects might 
be induced to abandon them, but the firſt I am 
perſuaded you treat as it merits, and as much 
of Coalition with - the latter as may be uſeful 
to the Public, I hope you will be found right 
in expecting to meet with at a more favourable 
opportunity. I do not recollect to have ſeen 
or until you mentioned it to have Heard of the 
Paper drawn by Lord Mahon. 

I am, with great reſpect and eſteem, 

Dear Sir, your faithful and obedient ſervant, 
| I. DUNNING. 
NumBtk XXVII. 
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Paper I. 


Note by the Rev. Fxancis DopsworTH to the 


Rev. C. Wvv1Þl, containing 4 Meſſage from 
the Earl of SHELEURNE to Mr. Wrviitz 


with Mr. Wyvily's Auſwer annexed. 


R. Frank Dodfworth prefents his com- 
pliments to Mr. Wyvill; as he paſſed 
through London a little more than a 
he ſaw the Earl of Shelburne, who deſired 
„if he ſaw Mr. Wyvill, to give his com- 
liens to him, 3nd to aſe him tha pe 
in view the Reſolytions of the Aſſociation 
the County of York, and meant to act — 
by the Aﬀociation 5 or words to that effect. 
Mr. F. Dodſworth's ſhort Ray at Watlaſs pre- 
vented him from deliy this M is - 
ſon to Mr. Wyvill. £2 


WarL435, 4nguft 15th, 1182, 


X 3 Anſwer 
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Anſwer by the Rev. C. WyviLL to the precedin 
Note. 


R Wyvill preſents his compliments ta 

Mr. Frank Dodſworth, has juſt received 

the favour of his Note, dated Auguſt 1 5th, con. 

taining Lord Shelburne's obliging Meſſage, 

which Mr. Wyvill begs Mr. Dodſworth to affure 

his Lordſhip, he will communicate to the York, 

ſhire Committee on the 31ft of October; when 

the repeated promiſe of Lord Shelburne 8 ſup- 

port, will undoubtedly give great ſatisfaction to 
that reſpectable Body of Independent Men. 


HarTLEPOOL, Auguft 24th, 1183, 
. Paper II. | 


Note by the Rev. F. DopsworTH to the Rev, C 
WrviLL, reſpecting the Meſſage of Lord Sur 

- BURNE f Mr. WVVILL, with @ Letter from bi: 
Lordſhip to Mr. DopsworTH incloſed ; and Mr. 
Wr 's Anſwer to Mr. Dopswon vn annexed. 


R. Frank Dodfworth preſents his com. 
pliments to Mr. Wyvill, and as it is im- 
flible to expreſs Lord Shelburne's meaning 


better * than his own, has encloſed him 
a Letter 
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a Letter he has juſt received from his Lord- 
ſhip; and has only to add, that he underſtood 
Lord Shelburne's Meſſage to Mr. Wyvill, 

exactly in the ſame light in which his Lordſhip 
repreſents it, 

DopinGTON, near Feverſnam, Ofober 6th, 1782. 


— 


Letter from the Earl of SHELBURNE 10 the Rev, 
F. DopswORKTH, N his EPO to Mr. 
WyvILL. 


einne uon. oa 3h 1782. 
Sir, 
Have juſt hed: that Mr. Wyvill 144 
ſtands the Meſſage I have ſent him as a 
public Meſſage, intended to be communicated 
to the Yorkſhire Committee. I beg you'll loſe 
no time in acquainting him, that I meant it as a 
communication to him perſonally, which took 
its riſe merely from the accident of your men- 
tioning the probability of your ſeeing him in 
Yorkſhire, when you took leave of me. If I 
had thought it neceflary to have made afreſh 
any formal repetition of my ſentiments to the 
Committee, I ſhould certainly have written to 
Mr. Wyvill, or have troubled you with it in 
writing. 
I am, with great regard, Sir, 
Your moſt obedient humble fervant, 

SHELBURNE. 


X 4 Anſwer 
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Anſwer by the Rev. C. WVVIII to the preceding 


R. Wyrvill preſents his compliments tq 
Mr. Frank Dodſworth, od thanks bis 
for the incloſure of Lord Shelburne” s Letter on 
rugged gore, which he finds 
fimilar to. that he had the 9 7 
from his Lordſhip, a few days ago. wy 

Mr. Wyvill wrote to Lord Shelburne by 
yeſterday's poſt; and it would certainly give 
him the greateſt pleaſure to find the reaſons he 
has given for his' r 


ſatisfaory to his Lordſhip. 
* Buzron-HaLty de 250 1382. 
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Paper III. ; 
Letter from the Earl of SHELBURNE % „ 


Rev, C. WrviLL. 


$1etzuURNE-Hoyss, e 26, 1783, 
Sir, 


Have juſt n now 7 heard that you have under, 


ſtood a Meſſage ad io ou from me 
by Mr. dra a8 : public Meluge intended 

to be communicated to the Yorkſhire 1 — 
mittee. This makes me trouble you to ac- 
quaint you, that I meant it as a complimentary 
communication to you perſonally, which took 
its riſe merely from Mr. Dodſworth's acci- 


dentally mentioning the probability of his Rong 


you, when he took leave af me in London. If 
I had ſeen any neceſſity of making afreſh any 
formal Repetition of my ſentiments to the Com- 
mittee, I ſhould certainly have troubled you 
wich a Letter, or given it to Mr. Dodſworth in 
writing. 
| am always happy in aſſuring you of the 
high eſteem and regard, with which I haye the 
honour to be, Sir, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 
* SHELBURNE, 


Paper IV. 
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Paper IV. 


Latter by the Rev. C. Wrv1LL to the Earl of 
| | SHELBURN NWR. 


70 uy Th BuzTON-HALL, Ofober 14th, 1782. 
"HE Yorkſhire Gentlemen with whom 1 
have had the honour to co-operate, wers 
induced by their apprehenſion of imminent dan. 
ger to the Conſtitution, to take an active part 
in its defence. They were ſenfible how much 
it behoved private men making ſuch uncom. 
mon exertions for the correction of public 
abuſes, to guard againſt every poſſihle imputa- 
tion of factious or intereſted views. If in theſe 
reſpects my ſentiments and conduct had not 
deen conformable to theirs, I ſhould have ill 
deſerved the confidence of ſuch men. But, I 
am not conſcious that any action of mine, in 
the- courſe of my ſervice as the Chairman. or 
Delegate of the Yorkſhire Committee, has been 
unſuitable to their acknowledged character of 
independence and integrity. Till the celebrated 
Motion in Parliament, by Mr. W. Pitt, for an 
inquiry into Parliamentary abuſes, I had cau- 
tiouſly avoided to form a connettion with the 
Great Leaders, either in Oppoſition, or after . 
that, in office ; however, in my private opinion, 
they might be highly reſpectable. This I be- 


ſieve your Lordſhip has already Ne 
f er 


reducing the undue influence of the Cr 
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After that period, in the beginning of Jung 


laſt, when I - waited upon you, my Lord, and 
upon the late Marquis of Rockingham, I had 
not the honour to be perſonally known to your 
Lordſhip, or to your noble Colleague, With 
the ſtricteſt conformity to truth,” I can declare, 
that when I paid my reſpects at Shelburne- 
Houſe and in Groſvenor-ſquare, I had no pri- 
vate views to ſerve, no intereſts of my own to 
recommend to your protection, or Lord Rock- 
ingham's. To make my acknowledgments for 
the ſalutary regulations eſtabliſhing a more 
ceconomical expenditure of Public Money, and 
which had been recently carried; and ſtill more, 
to expreſs my gratitude for the countenance 
given by Adminiſtration, to the Propoſal for a 
ſubſtantial Reformation of Parliament, on the 
occaſion of Mr. Pitt's Motion, were the pur. 
poſes for which I deſired the honour of a con. 
ference with your Lordſhip and Lord Rocking. 
ham. And I wiſhed in a more particular man- 
mer to return thanks to your Lordſhip, for 


your early Declarations in favour of that radical - 


Reformation, which I am convinced can alone 
ſecure the Liberties of the People, and the per- 
manence of a wiſe and honeſt ſyſtem of Govern. 


ment. | 


With reſpe& to Lord Rockingham, I had the 
fatisfaction to find in the courſe of our con- 


verſation, that he had exprefily- admitted at 
22 e ho 
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the inſtance of the Duke of Richmond, that y 
fair Parliamentary diſcuſſion of -abuſes in the 
ſtate of Parliament itſelf, ſhould be conſidered 
as one of the ſtipulated Articles of the NEW 
Adminiſtration. But I did not underſtand hig 
Lord hip to be pledged or inclined to give ay 
active ſupport to meaſures, which might be 
propoſed as the reſult of that diſcuſſion, _. 

But from your Lordſhip I had the pleaſure to 
hear a ſtrong confirmation of the profeſſions 
you had previouſly made in your Letter to the 
Committee of Wiltſhire, and in your Letter 


dated the 24th October, 1781, which I had the 


honour to receive in anſwer to mine of the 15th 
of October, 1781, which accompanied the ma- 
nuſcript copy of the Second Addreſs of the 
Yorkſhire Committee, From thoſe Declara. 
tions it had been underſtood, that Lord Shel- 
burne's active ſupport of the Propoſition for 
re-inforcing the County Repreſentation, might 
be relied on. And I rejoiced on this occaſion 
alſo, to find your Lordſhip “ much approved 
the conduct of the Yorkſhire Committee; ad- 
viſed adherence to their Aſſociation; and pro- 
miſed to give their meaſures your decided ſup- 


port.“ Such was the general purport of this 


conference, and on conſidering the nature of 
the converſation itſelf, and my particular fitua- 
tion as Chairman of the Yorkſhire Committee, 
and other concomitant cireumſtances ; it ap» 
peared to me pot only that I was at liberty to 

rf Sg SS communicate 


communicate what 
mittee, but- that I could not 
municition, without a breach of 
the Committee z and tp the public — 
It was my intention, therefore, to relate the 
general purport of theſe converſations to the 
Committee, on the 3 iſt of this month; and to 
repreſent the ſeveral Declarations of Lord 
Rockingham and Lord Shelburne, A__— 
in the manner I have here ſtated them. 
This was my fixed Reſolution, when I had 
the honour in Auguſt laſt, to receive a Meſſage 


from your Lordſhip, in a Note by Mr. Francis 


Dodfworth ; in which the Declarations to the 
Wiltſhire Committee, to myſelf in the Letter 
of the 24th of October, 1781; and afterwards 
in the conference in June, 1982; in a few ex» 
phatical words were moſt ſtrongly confirmed. 
I conſidered this as an intimation that 


change of poſition, had made no change in po- 
litical ſentiments. To my it ap- 


peared in the light - of a recognition of former 
promiſes ; which your: Lordſhip thought fit to 
repeat on your acceflion to your preſent poſt, 
at the head of the Adminiſtration; And 28 


thoſe promiſes had been fuſficiently' explicit, 


and had been given at various times, and in 
different ſituations; and this aſſuranct of your 
intention to deal nobly by the Aſſociation of 
Yorkſhire,” came to me by à channel of un- 
queſtionadle authenticity, I did conceive — 
As — 
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might with propriety communicate intelligence 


ſo honourable to your - Lordſhip, ſo- conſiſtent 
with your prior engagements on this ſubject, 
in the manner moſt beneſicial to the Public 
ſervice. I was ſatisſied that inſtead of waiting 
to impart this Meſſage alſo to the Meeting, on 
the 3 iſt of October, it would be right and pro- 
bably would have excellent effects in promoting 
the Reformation of Parliament, to make it im- 
mediately known to the Yorkſhire Gentlemen, 
and to the other Committees, &c. in different 
parts of the kingdom. This has been done 
accordingly; and the communication would 
by this time have been much more extenſive, 
if to my great ſurpriſe, I had not underſtood 
from your Lordſhip's Letter of the 3d of 
October, 1782, that L have miſtaken the nature 
of this Meſſage. I own it is with the utmoſt 
regret I receive the explanation, that it ought 
to have been conſidered only as a complimen- 
tary communication. If an injurious uſe can 
bave been made of the information, by any of 
thoſe perſons to whom I have tranſmitted it, [ 
do ſincerely aſſure you, my Lord, it is moſt 
contrary to my intention or inclination. 
hope no bad effects can poſſibly proceed from 
the tranſmiſſion; and within my own obſerva- 
tion I diſcover no reaſon to ſuppoſe it. 
_ | Copies of different Letters in which I' have 
mentioned the Meſſage in queſtion, with my 
liſt of Letters written on the ſubject, x 


r OTE 
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cloſed for your Lordſhip's inſpection ; and if t 
{hall be your deſire, I ſhall acknowledge to each 
perſon to whom the intelligence has been ſent, 


that I have miſunderſtood your meaning in this 
Meſſage; s: ier ha. gt ne 


I ſee nothing, however, which can alter my 


opinion reſpecting the obligation I am under 
to tate to the Yorkſhire Committee, the reſult 


of my interview with your Lordſhip and Lord 


Rockingham. But as in this material inſtance, 
I have 15 unfortunately erred in my judgment, 
am not without apprehenſion, I may have 
made a ſimilar miſtake, reſpecting the nature of 
thoſe aſſurances of approbation and aſſiſtance, 
which I had the ſatisfaction to receive, in th 
conference at Shelburne-Houſe.. -- I -havermot 
the moſt diſtant intention to -miſtate à ſingle 
expreſſion, or to repreſent your Lordſhip in any 
light but that of truth. And I will venture to 
add, if I really did not miſtake your meaning 
in that converſation, -I ſhall rejoice to com- 
municate to the, Yorkſhire Gentlemen, what 
will ſo juſtly, exalt their generation for the Ear] 
of Shelburne. * 1. 

therefore intreat your Lordſhip will have 
the goodneſs to acquaint me, whether you de- 
fire that I ſhould communicate your explanation 
of the Meſſage to the Yorkſhire Committee, 
and the other Gentlemen, who have been in- 


formed of it: and alſo, whether if I ſhould 


ate to the Committee the general purport of 
215 | the 


1 
| 


[ 41 
the conference at Shelburne-Houſt, as f have 
ſtated it in this Letter, I ſhould commit any 
miſtake which your Lordſhip would chuſs to 
tectifſ . | | 
lam, my Lord, with high reſpect, 

\ Tout * s moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

C. WYVILL 


Paper V, 3 
„Ae of which Cries were cotidiaebindd by te 
Rev. C. WrviLt ts the Earl of SzLovAns, 
_ #n the 12th of Oftader, 1782. 
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| Ks on 
Letter 5, many Members of the Commtrlttee o 
| W 


Sir, 
8 Lord Shelburne is now er to 
take the lead in his Majeſty's Counſch, 
I truſt it will not be unacceptable-to inform 
you that I have juſt receiv mak obliging 
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Meſſage from his Lordſhip; ſtrongly expreſſing 
tis Launen tg fapport the Aﬀoci Afociatian of the 
County of Tork. I would. beg you to:com- 
municate this pleafing intelligence to the Mem- 
bers of our Committee, and other Friends to 
the cauſe of Parliamentary Reformation in your 
neighbourhood ;j but 1 wiſh to defer the publi- 
ation of this Meflage, till its appearance may 
have a more conſiderable effect in favour of our 
intended Petition, _ 

Mr. Gtay's Clerk happening | to be here; I 
have employed bim $0,write this, which I hope 
you will excuſe, as I geally have at this moment 
2 good deal of Aſſociation buſineſs on my hands. 

1 am, 255 r, very faithfully yours, 


C. WIVILL. 
922 

f 2% | +21 
Letter by ie Rer. C. Wrvitt 4% David 

HARTLEY, Eſq. . 

. eee, ptember 2 x 
Dear Sir, . 
E 
any light on the diſpoſition of the Miniſter 


eſpecting the Reformation of Farliament, or 
lch in in apy degree improves the proſpect of 
ſucceſs, cannot be diſagreeable to you who 
ng ſo paifpraaly 2 that meaſure your 
You III. Rrenuous 
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ſtrenuous ſupport. It is with much ſatisfaction, 
therefore, I mention that I have lately received 
a Meflage from Lord Shelburne, in which he 
ſtrongly expreſſes his reſolution to ſupport the 
Aſſociation of the County of Vork. Honeſt 
men may differ in opinion whether the inde- 
pendence of America, ſhould be declared imme- 


_ diately or not. But all real Friends of the Con - 


ſtitution will agree, that a ſubſtantial Meliora- 
tion of Parliament is the undoubted intereſt of 


I am, Dear Sir, with great regard, 
Moſt ſincerely yours, 
C. WYVILL. 
—_— 
Letter by the Rev. C. Wvv1LL to Df. Jonx Jr. 
OM HarTLErO0t, September 18th, 171. 
Dear Sir, e 


Have the ſatisfaction to inform you that 

I have received a Meſſage from Lord Shel. 

burne, ſtrongly expreſſing his reſolution to ſup- 

port the Aſſociation of the County of York. 

Can fuch intelligence be unacceptable to my 

good Friend? I truſt not. Many thanks for 

your obllging communication of the account of 
the late Meeting in Weſtminſter Hall. 

Jam, Dear Sir, very ſincerely yours, 

1 C. WYVILL. 

| No. 4 
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Letter by the Rev, C. Wow, to the Earl of 


\ > +. AORABYs.-- | > 


2 Harttzroor, September + 18th, 1782. 
My Lord, | | 
AM confident that intelligence which throws 
any light on the diſpoſition- of the preſent 
Miniſter, reſpecting the Reformation of Parlia- 
ment, or Which in any degree may be thought 
to open a better proſpect of : ſucceſs, cannot be 
unacceptable to your Lordſhip, I therefote 
mention with great ſatisfaction, that I have 
lately received a Meſſage from Lord Shelburne, 
ſtrongly expreſſing his reſolution to ſupport the 
Aſſociation of the County df York. 

The Yorkſhire Committee will meet on the 
41ſt of October, When it is probable that ſome 


day near the end of November, will be fixed 


for the intended General Meeting of the County. 
Might I ſuggeſt how much your Lordſhip's 
preſence would add to.the weight and digni 
of the Meeting, and in dther relpedks air 
duce the happlelt effect; or, if that be incon- 
venient, would your Lor l permit me to 
propoſe your name to be added to the Com- 
mittee, if the re-· appointment of that body 
ſhould be reſolved by the County. 1 
n 7M b Oo 
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The Yorkſhire Gentlemen are well apprized 
how much the cauſe of the Public is indebted 
to Lord Surrey, and would be proud to num. 
der him in the lift of their Aﬀociates. . 

I am, my Lord, with very {ſincere reſpect, 
Tour Lordſhip' s moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL, 


— ting this hag of the bal er She 
durne, were written to the Friends of a Parliamentary Reform 
in different parts of the Kingdom; but as they contained no 
material variation from theſe Letters, it ws thought ſufficient to 
furniſh ps + » Hye "70 eg 
the reſt were written. 


| Paper ) + 
1 Letter rom the Earl al SnzL.BURNE 10 the Rev, 


VIII. 


42 Busisvxun-Hobsz, Order 16th, hl. 
Sir, F 

AM favoured with your Letter of the 12th, 

This afternoon, and cannot poffibly have the 


ſmalleſt objection to your reference to my 
Letter to the Wiltthire Committee, and like- 
wiſe to your communication of my. Letter to 
yon of the 24th of October 1781, together 
— my converfation with you, ſtated as it is, 


with the utmoſt truth and accuracy in your 
letter 


2 „ 
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Letter of the 14th inſtant, As RN ihe iD» 
tended the Meſſage ſent to you by Mr. D 


worth, madly for your perſonal Ao Frag ; 


I wiſh any communication to the Committee 
may remain upon the former n which 
you may rely upon my beſt endeavours to pro. 


mote in the manner which I may find moſt 


effectual. | 
In this view, however, I do not think i it ma- 
terial to recal any thing you have MENT 
wrote. 
|  T have the honour to be, 
With very t eſteem, Sir 
Your Faithful an moſt obedient Grvant,” 


nen 


Paper VII. 
Letter by the Rev. C. 3 
SHELBURNE, 


My Lord, Buxron-Harr, Ofober 21fh, 1783. 


Received yeſterday with the higheſt ſatiſ- 
faction the honour of your Lordſhip's Letter, 
dated the 16th of this month. To that Letter, 
and to mine- of the 12th inſtant to your Lord- 
ſhip, any communication of the converſation at 
Shelburne-Houſe, or the Meſſage by Mr. Frank 
13 W Dodlnurtb, 
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Dodſworth, which I ſhall make to the York, 
ſhire Committee on the z iſt of Ottober, ſhall be 
perfectly conformable. 
On the ſubject of that Meſſage ſome conver. 

ſation will unavoidably ariſe at that Meeting,— 
But however deſirous the Committee may be 
to expreſs their acknowledgments to your 
Lordſhip on that occaſion, yet when the nature 
of the Meflage is rightly und as intended 
for my perfil rightly nodertoog, as a formal 
communication to the Committee, I imagine, 
the apparent impropriety will prevent their 
taking it as the ground of any Reſolution 
whatever. 

ls am, my Lord, with the greateſt reſpect, N 
Tour Lordſhip' s moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
: | C. WYVILL 


| Paper Vl 


HT 381 4 


1 3 


Paper vil. 


Letter by the Rev. C. Wrv. to the {Ea if 
SHELBURNE, with @ ſhort Account F Mr. 
WrviLL's ſeparate Interviews with his Lord- 
ſhip and_the Marquis of RocxiNoHan, on the 
8th of June, 1782, as ſtated to the Committee 
Aſſociation of the County Tork, en the 3 of 
October, 1782; and alſo Reſolutions of that 
Committee communicated - by Mr. Wu to 

the Earl NF Si- | 


ware 12 
My Lord. 5 ade whe 


Take the earlieſt apportunity after ths Meer- 
I. ing of the Yorkſhire Committee, on the 


3iſt of October, and the firſt of November inſt. 
to aſſure your Lordſhip that the buſineſs of the 
Meeting 'was cloſed without any Reſolution 
having been paſſed oY that Aﬀemb} „ materially 
diffrent from what I hoped they wauld — 
The converſation I had the honour to hold with 
your Lordſhip and Lord Rockingham, was 
ſtated exactly to the Committee, as it ſtands in 
my Letter of the 12th of October, to your Lord- 
ſkip; andacopy of Mr. Frank Dodſworth's Note, 
containing your Lordſhip's Meſſage to me was 
read and ſhewn to the Committee, together 
with copies of my Letters to ſeveral Gentlemen 
Y 4 on 


4121 

an that ſubject: in conſequence of which the 
Committee paſſed two Reſolutions; one thank, 
ing me for my conduct; the other diſpenſing 
with the production of other Papers in my 
poſſeſſion, which I had ſtated tp the Committee, 
as improper to be produced. A Copy of thoſe 
Reſolutions taken from the Clerk's minutes, 
is incloſed for yout Lordthip's fatisfaRion ; and 
alfs the Paper which was ſhewn tu the Com- 
mittee, giving a ſhort account af the interview 
I was honoured with: by your : Lordſhip and 
Lord Roeckingham. The other: Reſoluti 
having no relation to the ſubje& of your Lord: 
my s communications, are amitted, 

I have only to add that, the two Reſolutions 
which are tranſmitted to your A will 
rot be publiſned. 

l the honqur to be, my Lord. 
bon ut greateſt reſpect, 
7 „ee . umble ſervant, 
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Sher Account Fa. Rev. c. urrviti run 
: terviews wit, Lord SuzLBUgNZ and Lord 
| Rocxinonan ſeparately, in Jones 3782, 


make his acknowledgments for the ſalu· 
tary Regulations, eſtabliſhing a more ceco. 


| nomical expenditure of public money, and re- 
ducing 


. 


ated. ke 9 32 of” genres! 1781, which 
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ducing the undue influence of the Crown which 
had been ſo recently carried; and ſtill more, to 
expreſs his gratitude far the countgnance given 
by Adminiſtration to the rope opoſal for a ſub- 
ſtantial Kefarmatjon; of Parliament, on the 
occaſion of Mr. Pitt's Motion, were the pur. 

ſes for which he deſired the honour of a con. 
an with Lord Shelburne, and Lord Rock. 
ingham. And he deſired in a more particular 
manner to-return thanks to Lord Shelburne, for 
his early Declarations in favpur of that radical 
Reformation, which can alane ſecure the Liber. 
ties of the People, and the permanence of a wiſe 
and honeft ſyſtem uf Government. 

With reſpect to Lord Rockingham, he had 
the ſatisfaction to find in the courſe. of the con. 
verſation, that he had expreſsly admitted at the 
inſtance of the Duke of Richmond, that a fair 


| Parliamentary diſcuſhon of abuſes in the ſtate 


of Parliament itſelf; ſhould be conſidered as one 
of the ſtipulated Articles of the NEW Admini- 
tration. But he did not underſtand his Lord» 
ſhip to be pledged or inclined to give an active 
ſupport to meaſures which might be ern 
as the reſult of that diſcuſſion. 


From Lord Shelburne he had the pleaſure to 


hear a ſtrong confirmation of the profeffions 
he had previouſly made in his Letter to the 
Committee of Wiltſhire; and in his Letter 


Mr. 


17 
A 


| 
| 
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Mr. Wyvill had the honour to recelve in anſwer 
to his of the 17th of October, 1781, which ac. 
companied the manuſcript copy of the Second 
Addreſs of the Yorkſhire Committee. On this 
occaſion he rejoiced to find his Lordſhip, * much 
approved the conduct of the Yorkſhire Com. 
mittee ; adviſed adherence to their Aſſociation, 
and promiſed to giye their meaſures his de. 


cided ſupport,” 
C. WYVILL, 


Reſolutions at a Meeting of the Committee of 
Aſſociation of the County of Tork, on the 3 
of October 3 1782, 


Preſent, SEVENTY- FIVE MEMBERS: 


HE Rev. Mr. Wyvill having communi. 
cated certain ſteps taken by him, for pro- 
moting the objects of the Aſſociation, fince the 
laſt Meeting of the Committee, and produced 
ſeveral Letters received by him during that 
interval. 

Reſolved, That the Thanks of this Committes 
be given to the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, for the con- 
duct he has purſued in the above inſtances. . 

Reſolved, That the Rev. Mr. Wyvill, be nat 
requeſted to produce to the Committee any 
other Letters or Papers in his cuſtody, received 


fiace the 4th of April laſt, touching the con- 
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cerns of the Aſſociation, ſaye thoſe already laid 
before the Committee. 


Paper IX. 


The ſubſlance of a Converſation bettween the Mar. 
quis of RocKINGHAn and the Rev. C. Wyvill, 
on Saturday, June 8th, 1782, as written down 
immediately after the Conference by the Rey, 
C. WyvILL, 


FTER ſome common civilities on both 
ſides, Lord Rockingham produced a Paper 

containing ſhort Notes of what Articles were 
propoſed by him, through Lord Thurlow ta 
the King, as the terms on which Lord Rocking - 
ham and his Friends, woyld engage in Admi- 
niſtratian z and which his Majeſty acceded to. 
The principal of theſe Notes were. 

Independence of America, no veto, 

The ContraRors Bill, 

The Revenue Officers Bill, 

Mr. Burke's Bill, the great parts of it, 

General Peace, if to be had! 
On reading theſe Notes, I profeſſed to Lord 
Rockingham my general approbation * - 
t 
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theſe Articles, and of Lord Rockingham'; 
honourable dealing in ſtipulating theſe advan. 
tages to the Public; but ſtated with preciſion 
to his Lordſhip, that the reaſon of my wiſhing 
to have the honour of a conference with him 
was, the countenance he had given to the cauſe 
of Parliamentary Reformation, particularly as ſo 
many of his Lordſhip's Friends had ſupported 
the Motion of Mr. W. Pitt, on that ſubject.— 
Lord Rockingham in reply ſtated, that the 
Duke of Richmond, on ſeeing the conditions 
above · mentioned, had obſerved, that no men- 
tion was made of a Reform of Parliament, 
and propoſed as an additional Stipulation, that 
the diſcuſſion of that ſubject in Parllament 
ſhould be agreed to; which he, viz. Lord 
Rockingham conſented to :—But that he could 
not approve the Duke of Richmond's Plan: 
and he neither had yet ſeen any ſufficient con- 
currence of Gentlemen for promating the mea- 
ſure of a change in the Repreſentation, nor any 
well-digeſted Plan for that purpoſe. 'The diffi. 
culties, therefore, he 'apprehended were great. 
To this I replied, that in the preſent ſtage of 
the buſineſs, the Parliament had done alt ! 
wiſhed in debating on the Queſtion of Mr. W. 
Pitt, although it had poſtponed any Reſolution 
till the diſſatisfaction of the People with the 
preſent ftate 'of their Repreſentation, were 
formally made known to Parliament. A change 
in the frame of the Houſe of Commons, was an 

1 undertaking 
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undertaking of the greateſt conſequence; and 
which ought not to be attempted by any Mi- 
niſter or by Parliament, without a pretty Gene- 
ral Declaration in its favour by the Collective 
Body; left at ſome leſs fayourable period it 
ſhould be brought as a precedent, to counte- 
nance a ſecond change that might be diſadvan- 

ous or even ruinous to the Liberties of the 
People. —That I conceived the Duke of Rich- 
mond's Plan, was by no means Hkely to obtain 
any degree of ſupport in Yorkſhire, or in the 
generality of the Counties; as far as my in- 
formation could enable me to judge; that my 
own particular opinion was clearly againſt it, 
25 neither practicable nor fafe in the preſent 
circumſtances, eſpecially” with a Capital where 
the populace-are exceedingly numerous. That 
it might be diſhicult for a popular Meeting to 


enter into the detail of fuck buſineſs; but that 
there would be after the Revenue Officers Bill 


took effect, a certain deſcription of Boroughs 
to be pointed out, which might be aboliſhed 
on better grounds, and with leſs oppoſition 
than any other; viz. thoſe Boroughs which 
will chiefly be effected by the operation of that 
Bill, among which the Cornith Boroughs and 
the Cinque Ports, are the met exceptionable.— 
Lord Rockingham in the courſe of the conver. 
ſation had mentioned that the Revenue Officers 
Bill, would disfranchiſe about 

5500 Cuſtom-Houſe Officers ;- 
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and would affect materially Elections of abeut 
50 or 60 Members of Parliament, now chiefly 


the objection of fewneſs of numbers, in as much 


this farther diſadvantage ſuperadded, 3 their 
remaining Electors will be from their poverty 


leave to mention to the Committee what had 


Clear and deciſive anſwer. 


as IJ” 


2500 Incidental Ditto; 
zoo Exciſe Officers; 


nominated by the Crown. On this, L obſerved, 
that when theſe thirteen thouſand Electurs are 
cut off from their privilege of voting, the Corn. 
iſh Boroughs and Cinque Ports will be liable to 


force as the Burgage Tenure Boronghs, with 


expoſed to corruption in an extreme degree, to 
which the opulent poſſeſſor of Burgage Tenures 
is not liable: and that an entire disfranchiſe- 
ment of theſe Boroughs would furniſh a confi 
derable number of Repreſentatives to be tranſ- 
ferred to Counties, by an operation of leſs extent 
in the number disfranchiſed, than that of the 
Revenue Officers Bill.— After having ſuggeſted 
this obſervation, I defired Lord Rockingham's 


paſſed, and having obtained it, I aſſuted his 
Lordſhip it would give great pleaſure to many 
of his friends in Yorkſhire, to hear he had given 
this degree of countenance to the cauſe of Par- 
liamentary Reformation. But when I aſked his 
Lordſhip whether 1 might repreſent him as 2 
general well-wiſher, to the cauſe of a Parlia- 
mentary Reformation, I did not receive any 
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Paper X. 


E unstlon the Editor's Conduct ins the 
* | Mctlage of the Earl — 5 Ne 


T has been the Editor's fortune, at different 
times, to hold correſpondence with ſome of 
our Miniſters of State, on the ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary Reform. He who acted as Chairman 
of a Committee appointed and renewed at ſeve- 
ral General Meetings of the County of York, 
to promote that Reform on the principles 
adopted by their Conſtituents, could not but 
conſider every ſuch Communication from men 
in high official ſtation, to be truly and properly 
2 Communication of a Public Nature, to him as 
Chairman of that Committee, wnleſs the contrary 
was diſtinctiy ſpecified at the time when the Communi- 
cation tuas made. On this principle he ated, 
when the meſſage from Lord Shelburne was re- 
ceived, He" thought it a meſſage which not 
only might, but ought to be imparted by him 
to the Committee, whoſe ſervant he was, and 
alſo to the Friends of their Aſſociation in differ- 
ent parts of the Kingdom: And he was happy 
to find, at the next Meeting of the Committee, 
that his conduct was approved by that body of 
men. They agreed with him in the opinion, 
that the meſlage in queſtion, and the Editor's 
ſubſequent correſpondence with Lord Shelburne 
Sabin | reſpecting 


LE 


reſpecting it, were properly to be confideted at 
being Papers of a Public Nature; but for pru- 
dential reaſons, the production of the ſubſequent 
correſpondence was diſpenſed with by the Com- 


| mittee, on the Repreſentation made by. the Eti- 


tor, and confirmed by ſome of his Friends to 
whom theſe Papers had been conßdentially 
ſhown for this purpoſe; vis. that in the violent 
State of Parties in the country at that time, the 
Communication of this ſubſequent part of the 
correſpondence, could do no ſervice to the gauſe 
of Reformation, but probably might injore it 
in a very great degree. It was a great ſatis- 
faction to the Editor, that he prevailed with the 
Committee. on that occaſion, neither to inſiſt 
that theſe ſubſequent Letters ſhould be produced 
to them, nor to direct that any part of the cor. 
reſpondence ſhould be publiſhed. But the res · 
ſons which then rendered this forbearance on 
their part proper, at this great diſtance of time, 


when the State of Parties, and the ſituation of 


the noble perſon principally concerned, have been 
ſo materially changed, cannot be thought to re- 
tain any force. The ſeaſon therefore is now ar- 
rived, when the Editor feels that theſe Papers 
may be publiſhed with propriety, not only for 
the ſatisfaction of that part of the Committee 


to whom they never have been communicated, 

but alſo with a view to ſubmit this vindication 

of his conduct to the judgement of the Public. 
On fimilar grounds he thought, and be fil 
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thinks himſelf juſtiable for having declared 


his intention not to ſuppreſs his correſpondence 


with Mr. Pitt, although he forbears the publi- 
cation in this caſe, as in that before of Lord 
Shelburne, till ſome very material change re- 
ſpecting Mr. Pitt, his own neceflary vindication, 
er the public cauſe of Reformation ſhall render 
ſuch a meaſure evidently proper. A full ex- 
planation of his ſentiments and conduct on this 
particular caſe, is reſerved for a more fit oppor. 
tunity. In the mean-time, the Editor truſts 
that whenever the Papers alluded to ſhall be ſab. 
mitted to public inſpection, it will then be found 
and acknowledged even by 'men' who from per. 
ſonal friendſhip, or a fond admiration of the 
character of Mr. Pitt, have been moſt ſuſceptible 
of uneaſineſs on his account, that the Editor in 
his zeal to ſerve the Public has not forgotten 
that juſtice and candour which are due to Mr. 


Pitt; that he has been ſolicitous as he ought. 
always to be, to ſeparate and to keep back: from 


the public eye whatever may juſtly be deemed.a 
communication of a private and confidential 
nature ; that the beſt means in his power have 
been employed to aſcertain his right to retain 
and publiſh, or his obligation to return or ſup. 
preſs the moſt. important of the Papers in 
queſtion, * concerning which alone any doubt 
ſeemed likely to ariſe; and that thoſe Papers, 


which from the, uſe af the means alluded to, 


Vo, III. 1: a) (41 2 eee ee or 
dz. The heads of a Bill to Reform the Repreſentation, 
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1 
or otherwiſe might appear indiſputably to be 
Papers of a public nature, far from being pro. 
duced wantonly or with any malevolent view, 
were publiſhed as the correſpondence reſpecting 
the Meſſage of Lord Shelburne now has been, 
after a long delay, and from the laudable or 
warrantable motive alone, either to promote 
the intereſt of the Public or to explain and 
vindicate the conduct of an Individual, 
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Paper I. 


Letter from Dr. Bx AMI FRANKLIN 10 the 
Rev. C. WrvviLL. 


8 Passv, June 16th, 1783. 
ir, | 
Send you herewith the ſketch I promiſed. 
you. Perhaps it may be of uſe to publiſh 
ſomething of the kind : For if the power of 
chuſing now in the Boroughs continues to be 
allowed as a right, they may think themſelves 
more juſtifiable in demanding more for it, or in 
holding back longer than they would if they 
find that it begins to be conſidered as an abuſe. 
With great eſteem; I am, Sir, 
- Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
1777 15 B. FRANKLIN. 
Paper II. 


n . 
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Paper II. 


| The Juſtice of Disfranchiſing the ſmaller Bo- 


roughs in England, and the Prudence of 
allowing them a Compenſation for their ex- 
tinguiſhed Franchiſes res by Dr. Bzx- 
JAMIN FRANKLIN. 


O man or body of men in any Nation, 
can have a juſt right to any privilege or 
franchiſe not comman to the reſt of the Nation, 
without having done the Nation fome ſervice 
equivalent, for which the franchiſe or privilege 
was the recompence or conſideration. 

No man or body of men can be juſtly de- 
prived of a Common Right, but for ſome 
equivalent offence or injury done to the Society 
in which he enjoyed ſuch Right. 

If a number of men are unjuſtly deprived of 
a Common Right, and the fame is given in 
addition to the Common Right of another num- 
ber who have not merited ſuch addition, the 
injuſtice is double. 

Few, if any of the Boroughs in England, 
ever performed any ſuch particular ſervice to 
the Nation, entitling them to what _y now 
claim as a Privilege 1 in Elections. 

Originally in England when the King iſſued 
his Writs, calling upon Counties, Cities, and 
Boroughs to depute Perſons who ſhould meet 
Z 2 b him 


Cw I 


him in a Parliament; the intention was to obtain 
by that means more perfect information of the 
general State of the Kingdom, its faculties, 
ſtrength, and diſpoſition, together with the ad. 


vice their accumulated wiſdom might afford 
him in ſuch © arduous affairs of the Realm“ 


as he had to propoſe. And he might reaſonably 
hope that meaſures approved by the Deputies 
in ſuch an Aſſembly, would on their return home 
be by them. well explained, and rendered agree. 


able to their Conſtituents and the Nation in 


general. At that time being ſent to Parliament 
was not conſidered as being put into the way 
of preferment or increaſe of fortune, therefore 
no bribe was given to obtain the appointment. 
The Deputies were to be paid wages by their 
Conſtituents; therefore the being obliged to 
ſend and pay was conſidered rather as a duty 
than as a privilege. At this day in New 
England, many "owns who may and ought to 
ſend Members to the Aſſembly, ſometimes 
neglect to do it; they are then ſummoned to 
anſwer for their neglect, and fined if they 
cannot give a good excuſe ; ſuch as ſome com- 
mon misfortune, or ſome extraordinary public 


expence which diſabled them from affording 


conveniently the necefſary wages. And the 
wages allowed being barely ſufficient to defray 
the Deputy's expence, no ſolicitatious are uſed 
to be choſen, 1 


— 
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In England, as ſoon as the being ſent to Par- 
lament was found to be a ſtep towards ac- 
quiring both honour and fortune, ſolicitations 
were practiſed, and where they were inſufficient, 
money was given. Both the ambitious and 
the avaricious became Candidates. But to 
ſolicit the poor labourer for his vote 'being 
humiliating to the proud man, and to pay for 
it hurting the lover of money, they, when they 
met, joined in an Act to diminiſh both thoſe 
inconventences by depriving the Poor of the 
Right of Voting, which certainly they were 
not impowered to do by the EleRors, their 
Conſtituents, the Maj of whom were pro- 
bably People of little property. The Act was 
therefore not only unjuſt but void. Theſe 
lower People were immediately afterwards op- 
prefled by another Act impowering the Juſtices 
to fix the hire of day Labourers, and their 
hours of work, and to fend them to the Houſe 
of Correction if they refufed to work for ſuch 
hire; which was depoſing them from their 
condition of Freemen, and making them 
literally flayes. | 0 
But this was taking from many Freemen a 
Common Right, and confining it to a few. To 
give it back again to the many is a different 
operation. Of this the few have no juſt cauſe 
to complain, becauſe they fill retain the Com- 
mon Right they always had, and they loſe only 
the excluſive additional power which they 
onght 
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ought never to have had. And if they uſed it 
when they had it, as a means of obtaining 
money; they ſhould in juſtice were it practi- 
cable, be obliged to refund, and diſtribute ſuch 
money among thoſe who had been ſo unjuſtly 


deprived of their Right of Voting; or, forfeit 


it to the Public. 

Corporations therefore or Boroughs, who 
from being originally called to ſend Deputies 
to Parliament, when it was conſidered merely 
as a duty and not as a particular privilege, and 
therefore was never purchaſed by any equiva- 
lent ſervices to the Public, continue to ſend now 
that by a change of times it affords them profit 
in bribes or emoluments of various kinds, have 
in reality no right to ſuch advantages, which 
are beſides in effect prejudicial to the Nation, 
ſome of thoſe who buy, thinking they may 
alſo ſell. 

They ſhould therefore in juſtice be imme- 
diately deprived of ſuch pretended right, and 
reduced to the condition of Common Freemen. 

But they are perhaps too ſtrong and their 
intereſt too weighty to permit ſuch juſtice to 
be done. And a regard for public good in 
thoſe People influencing a voluntary reſigna- 
tion, is not to be expected. 

If that be the caſe it may be neceſſary to ſub- 
mit to the power of preſent circumſtances, 
paſſions and prejudices, and purchaſe ſince we 
can do no better, their conſent; as men _ 
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they cannot otherwiſe recover property un- 
juſtly detained from them, advertiſe a reward 
to whoever will reſtore it, promiſing that no 
queſtions ſhall be aſked. | 
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Paper III. 


Letter from the Rev. C. WrviLL to Dr. Bzx- 
JAMIN FRANKLIN. 


a 5 Pils June 17th, 1785. 
- if, 


Have received the honour of your Letter of 
1 the 16th inſtant, accompanied with a Paper, 
in which you have proved, by a ſhort train of 
clear and ſatisfactory reaſoning, that the 
Elective Franchiſe now enjoyed by the ſmall 
Boroughs in England is not an abſolute right, 
which can only be forfeited on conviction of 
miſuſage, but that it is a privilege, conferred 
upon them in different periods of our hiſtory, 
with partiality and in a manner injurious to the 
Common Right of Repreſentation ; and con- 
ſequently, that it is a privilege juſtly reſumable 
by the ſtate, without the conſent of ſuch Bo- 


rovghs .previouſly obtained, without any pre- 


vious 
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vious proof of their delinquency, or any cem. 
penſation for their aboliſhed Franchiſe: at the 
ſame time, you have admitted the expediency in 
the preſent ſtate of our Conſtitution, and under 
the various diſadvantages attending an attempt 


to reſtore it, that a pecuniary offer ſhould be 


propoſed as an inducement to the ſmall Bo. 
roughs, to make a voluntary ſurrender of their 
obnoxious privilege. 

Accept, Sir, my. beſt thanks for this very 
kind communication of your ſentiments on a 


| ſubje& of much importance to the happineſs of 


England. From their own intrinſic ſolidity, 


thoſe ſentiments muſk have great weight with 
every unprejudiced mind, even if it ſhould be 


thought adviſable not to appriſe the public 
they are the ſentiments of a man, to whoſe 
ability and perſevering virtue the American 
States are principally indebted for their m_ 
cal falvation. But highly as I eſteem the wif 

dom of your opinion and advice, I place a ſtill 
higher value on that philanthrophy, which has 
induced you to beſtow ſo much attention on 


this ſubject, in the midſt of your many urgent 
avocations when juſt on the point of leaving 


Europe to return to America. I conſider this 
not only as a mark of your general benevolence, 
but as a proof that your ' peculiar 8 to 
England, lately our common Country, has 

neither been diminiſhed by any perſonal diſguſt, 
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Civil War. And J truſt that on this occaſion 


your benevolence has not been miſplaced ; ſince 
tue Advocates for a Reformation of the Engliſh 
Parliament have been, I believe, without ex- 
ception, zealous Opponents of the American, 
War; and the ſucceſs of their attempt to im- 
prove the Conſtitution of England, may poſſibly 
conduct our two Countries, in due time, to 
that modifyed reunion which recent events 
will admit, and which you ſeem to agree with 
me in thinking, would be equally honourable 
and advantageous to both, 
I am, Sir, with high reſpect, 
Your obliged and moſt obedient ſervant, 
C. WYVILL. 
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TO THE 


THIRD VOLUME. 


CONTAINING, | | 


I. The Editor's Defence of Dr. Price and the 
Reformers of England. 


H. His Letter to the Right Honourable William 
Pitt, in 1793. 


II. Proceedings of the Society of Friends of 
the People, with their Petition for a Reform 
of the Repreſentation of the People, and 
other Papers annexed... 1+ 
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them, was unexceptionably prudent and manly; 

that their language was firm but decent, be- 
coming FREEMEN alarmed by the misfortunes 
of an ill-fated and expenſive War, and juſtly 
offended by the ſervility and corruption of their 
Repreſentatives; that their meaſures were ſin- 

cerely deſigned. to promote the * 

ſupported with vigour and perfevering zeal; yet 
with a conſtant adherence to order and legality, 
and finally ſucceſsful .to, terminate thoſe fatal 
hoſtilities, and introduce a more faithful and 
oeconomical.expenditure of the Public Money, 
But the Afociations had been convinced at an 
early period that ſomewhat more than Peace and 
a retrenchment of the Public Expenditure was 
neceſſary for the ſafety of the Country. They 
had ſeep, that. the Corruption of Parliament and 


the continuation of the Civil War with America 


were juſtly to be imputed to thoſe groſs abuſes 
m the frame and duration of Parliament, which 
had chiefly otigihated in the preſent 242 
and that unleſs an an elend redreſs of thoſe 

ances could be obtained, the evils of a c 27 
Adminiſtratio might ſoon be experienced again, 
to the utter ruin of the nation, Againſt theſe 
abuſes therefore the efforts of the Popular Meet. 


ihgs were principally directed, but without ſuc- 
ceſs, although in effect they aimed at not much 


more than the Reſtoration of the Conſtitution 
as it had ſtood ſoon after the æra of the Revo- 
jution. For fince that period, from the great 


extenlion of our commerce and diſtant . 
torn 


* 
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E 
torial polleſtons, 1 the Cöcteddent zug ments: 
tion of our naval and nilitaty eſtabliſhments, 
from the continual accumulation. of taxes, aud 
the proportional increaſe of thoſe perfons by. 
whom they are collected, the Crown has gta- 
dually been enabled to influence or 'command” 
Elections in many Sea- Ports and othet Places, 
while within the ſame period, in fill more Bo- 
roughs, the Ariſtdcracy by various unwarrant- 
able arts, eſpecially by creating fraudulent and 
fictitious votes, has deſtroyed the Right of Elec... 
ton, and adquired the ablegte power of nomi.' 
mation. To obtain the Repeat of the Septennial 
Act, and a juſt Redreſs of theſe uſurpations in 
the Boroughs, were the ultimate objects of the | 
Popular purfuit z but the laſt of theſe 
meafures the Afſo&itions'd14' not endeavour to 
eſſe on the extenſive principle of univerſal * 
ſuffrage ; but in a more temperate mode, in 
which a ſubſtantial improvement of the Con- 
ſtitution vs be have been ſafely and peacefully . 
accompliſhed, * And in the whole progreſs of 
this enterpriſe of the People to correct great and 
dangerous abuſes, I believe not one tnftartce' can 
be produced of diſtoyalty to the Prince on che 
Throne, or diſaffection to the Conſtitution, 
which is diſcoverable in any expreſſion by any 
one Public Meeting; hardly, perhaps, by any. 
individual Member of the Aﬀociated Bodies. 
ln theſe. meaſures the Proteſtant” Difſenters © 
concurred, with equal temper and moderation, 
and with _— — throughout the king- 


dom. 


» 
= 
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dom. But if any man ſhould entertain a ſuſpi · 
cipn, that under this cloak of moderation, they 
pyered ſiniſter deſigns, at that time, it is but 
impartial juſtice to dete, that the fuſpicion.muf 
be W-founded, that it is contradicted by facts 
which prove their attachment to the true Prin. 
ciples of the Conſtitution, at that ſeaſon of great 
and general diſcontent when any latent diſoy. 
alty to the Prince, any ſectet wiſh, to change the 
general Frame of our Government, would have 
deen diſcloſed. by the heat and efferveſcence of 
the times. The reverſe of theſe, diſpoſitions 
then was theirs; in every Meeting, of which 
the Diſſenters compoſed a majority, ot any. con · 
fiderable part, it may be remarked, with truth, 
that the language of their Petitions, aud of their 
Plans of Aﬀociation,, ſtrongly expreſſed their. 
adherence to the Principles of our mixed Go- 
vernment, by King, Lords, and Commons. I 
ſhall particularly point. out. the Petition of: the 
County of Cambridge, in 1780, that af the 
County of Kent in 1782, and the Forms of 
Aſſociation adopted about that time by, the 
towns of Cambridge and Nottingham, as con- 
taining evident proofs of this aſſertion. “ 
Thefe circumſtances appear ſufficiently to ex. 
culpate the Diſſenters from the charge of diſat-. 
fection at that juncture; and ſince the preſerva · 
tion of our Conſtitutional Liberties, and of the 
Brunſwick Family on the Throne, may-be-jultly 


e Far theſe/Papery, ſee the Appendix. 
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aſcribed in a great meaſure. to their zeal and. at 
tachment, often manifeſted in times of Publie 
diſtreſs. and danger; any charge of diſaffection 
on that reſpectable Body of Men, NOW When 
public affairs are conducted with proſperity and 
with attention to. the intereſts and opinions of 
the Community, mult appear highly improbable; 
and if not eſtabliſhed by very clear and deciſtve 
proofs, ought to be rejected as a, 232 
incredible accuſation. - 

And. yet this injurious imputation, which, on 
the late motion for. x repeal. of the Teſt Laws, 
was urged againſt. the Diſſenters with uncom- 
mon vehemence, ſeems to have been lightly: ad- 
mitted as a charge indiſputably proved, though 
unſupported by any more ſolid ground of con- 
viction, than vague ſurmiſe and perſonal invec- 
tive, By the Teſt Laws, the Diſſenters are ig 
nominiouſly marked as Men unſit to be truſted 
with any honourable. or advantageous Office, or 
2 ſhare even in the Government of a Corporate 
Town: they are forbidden to indulge the wiſh; 
which every good Citizen muſt naturally feel, 
to ſerve his Country in any civil or military 
Poſt for which his attainments fit! him; their 
capacities for Public employment are doomed 
to lie uncultivated and uſeleſs; the avenues of 
honeſt ambition are barred againſt them, and 
the conditions on which alone they can be 
opened are more degrading than the excluſion 
itſelf. Under this long proſcription, the pati - 
ence 


L * Þ 
| ence of the: Piſſenters was" not weärled out; 
| their affection to the Government, which, in 
. this reſpoct had treated them harſuly, Was not 
| alienated. For fifty years they atquicſced* in” 
ſilence under the diſgraee and-difabilities of the 
Teſt Laws. At laſt, obſerving the more Hberal 
ſpirit of this age, and the tolerant diſpoſition” 
which had been diſplayed by Parliament in their- 
recent conceſſions to the Roman Catholics, and 
to their own Miniſters, they were encoura | 
| to renew their humble requeſts,” that the Teſt 
Laws might be repealed. But when their com- 
| Plaints were heard once more, they were not 
| couched in ſullen or reproachful language; they 
were expreſſed with a reſpectful deference to 
Parliament, yet with that decent ſirmneſs which 
freedom and conſcious integrity will always in- 
ſpire. Nothing prior or ſubſequent to their de. 
feat has indicated a ſpirit of mutinous diſaſſec. 
tion, or diſobedience to the Laws. After re- 
peated denials of that equality of Civil Rights, 
to which every unoſſending Citizen has a juſt 
claim, they have ceaſed to importune Parlia- 
ment; they have retired from the Bar of the 
Legiſlature with the dignity of injured but pa- 
tient Men, who have learned to bear legal igno - 
miny without dejection or unſeemly irritation; 
8 who have reſolved to await the ſlow Revolution 
| of Public Opinion, and relying on the rectitude 
| of their cauſe, and the increaſing influence of 
reaſon alone, ſtill truſt that their 
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will at laſt grant them they juſing whicit they 
have hitherto refuſed. '3 
Againſt. ſuch Men requeſting to ſhare the 
Common Rights of Citizens, the ordinary. pleas 
of Intolerance would have been addreſſed with 
little eſſect to the candour and liberality of Par- 
lament; their eager oppoſers would have at- 
tempted in vain to; give to their unjuſt policy 
the colour of political expediency; in vain they 
would have endeavoured to alarm the Friends 
of our limited Monarchy, by renewing the 
hackneyed objections, that Diſſenters, deeming 
Epiſcopacy unwarrantable by Scripture, muſt be 
enemies to the Inſtitution of Biſhops, muſt win 
the Abolition of an Order of Men who form an 
important part of the Legiſlature; whoſe right 
of voting with the Peers could not be taken 
away without. expoſing the. roma, to Demo- 
cratic Invaſion. | 

The ſuggeſtion is Ri a = by any colla · 
teral circumſtances, or any apparent likelibood 
of danger; it probably would have made little 
impreſſion on Parliament, and it ſurely could 
have been applied with little proſpect of ſucceſs 
to thoſe Senators, whoſe opinions juſtly bear the 
greateſt weight, in that Aſſembly. For it muſt 
have been inſtantly felt, that to wiſh ſome im- 
- portant changes in the Form of Government is 
not inconſiſtent with the true idea of 
that rational. and good Men might deem the 
Cinque Port Barons an PER On part 75 
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the Houſe of Commons, or the tranflation of 


Biſhops a defect in the Houfe of Peers; chat n 
even might be their opinion, that the entire ex 
clufion of that Order from the Houſe of Peers 
would be neither injurious to Religion, nor dif. 
advantageous tothe political intereſt of the Com: 
munity ;- and yet ſuch Men might be truly good 
Citizens, might cordially approve our Govetn- 
ment by King, Lords, and Commons, "might 

the whole be well fatisfied with that ſhare 
oP ha happineſs which may be enjoyed under out 
Confitution; might have no defign; no wiſh to 


_ diſturb the tranquillity of the Public; on the 


contrary, conceiving our Government to be 
inveſted with a lawful and beneficial authority, 
they might chearfully ſubmit to it in a private 
Nation, and be willing in a public capacity to 
ſupport it with fidelity and active zeal. 


Theie are the diſpoſitions which, in a larger 
view than that of ſtrict law, conſtitute a good 


Citizen; and, where theſe diſpoſitions are evi- 
dent, it is a matter of no concern to the State, 
to ſcrutinize thought, or to paſs a judicial ſen. 
tence on private opinion, and harmleſs if not 
uſeful ſpeculation. If Men of theſe diſpoſitions 
ſhould not be thought to bear that dutiful at- 
tachment to the State, which our laws require, 
if allegiance ſhould be conſtrued to imply an ac- 


ceptance of the Conſtitution and all its eſtabliſh- 
ments, as perfect models of political wiſdom, 


and * incapable of any emendation; 
— 
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would be incompatible with conimon 
— bene — —— wn 
ance is ma 
ties mult haye agreed do renounce i 
1n all probability, therefore, the: apphiestionn 
for a repeal. of the Teſt Laws would/have; been 
admitted by the united wiſdom andꝭ juſtice of the 
Houſe, if more powerful means had not been; 
found to rouze-the jealous ſpirit of State Folicys 
and to ſuppreſs, in minds of the: greateſt benig-. 
nity and wiſdom: of the pureſt picty-and virtue, 
their better principles of TOLERAFION;:!: - 
Some Diſlenting; Miniſterd of munh ability. 
and reputatipn had hazarded; with an honeſt 
zeal, to publiſh their opinions on che invtility! 
and impropriety of any Religious Bſtabiſhment: 
had expreſſed a deteſtation of the Corruptions, 
of Farliament, and an admiration of certain Re-. 
publican Forms. of Government. Theſe hardy, 
ſentiments, Were detailed tothe Houle in quota- 
tions from the Authors alluded to; and their 
Adverſary, whole declamatorꝝ talents for ſome, 
years. had been, little attended to, had nee mos 
the ſatisfaction to land. that the Houſe likened 39; 
him, and that hig perſonal invectives had made 
that impreſſion which he Wiſhed, and which his 
reaforing muſt have failed, to / produce. GX 
jority of the Members were thocked- by- 
freedoms of ſpeculative Men, they wete appa 
by the magnified. dangers of INNOVATION, 
one eee, of fear e Oy: 


| a2 
breaſts, fliletheir accuſtomed feelings of equ 
att benevolence and determined them ſtill to 
prolong: the reſtraint of thoſe partial laws, by 
which our Diffenting' Brethren are held in à ſtate 


of diferacefulitiforiority; © Thow art not Cx 


Friend if thow let theſe Men go free. 
But if che Diflemting Miniſters, who were re- 
probated'on this betaſron- with fo-rnmect ſeverity, 
had really been as bad Citizens, a8 turbulent 
aud ſeditious Men, as their Accuſer wiſhed to 


repreſent: them, How could it eonſiſt with juſtice 
for the faults of c or three Individual Piſſent- 


— thoufänds of that denomination, 
not only without evidence of their difloyalry, 
but even againſt their folemn proteſtations of 


attachment to the Cbrſtitutibn, before the ac- 


eufation was heard or ſuſpected; and againſt the 
ſtrenger prof reſulting frbtn tlie uniform and 
collective loyalty of che 'Diflenters' for the pre- 
ercling Century. If the Getiera Body of Diflent. 
ers in the preſeim age ſhoule be acquitted" of 
difloyalty, auc yet their puniſfment a&/diffoyal 
Men frould be thought neceflary,- becauſe the 
influence of che Minfſters alladed to may too 
probably taint ehe Diſſenters of the next gene- 
ration with thei bnd xidus principles; ir is im · 
poffible to foreſet᷑ to What intolerable oppreſſion 
this ſtrange principle ay not lend the Legifla- 
ture: Juſtice öught to be to States as well 25 
to Individuals, the unchangeable rule of their 
b bets 
ESRD fd . 


' neffectually-veged in 4avour; ef ithe Dillengra, 
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of Men, who have actually done nptbiog:; ta 
merit them, ia a palpable breach af that ta 
which the bare pofflbihty uf danger frem tho 
Men cannot juſtify. But tor trant Menu this 
age with hardſhip, on a precarious 
that dangers may -afiſe. fiem'other Men of the 
fame ſect in ſomt ſuture generation, as 40. n- 
bine the r 
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impolicy. 
— like bes were ly, thaugh 


by their un Auvotute on rhe late: 
motion for the Repeal of che et. Act. But che 
powerful reaſaning urged on that occaſion might” 
have received perhaps ſoms addieional forces: ad 
it been inquired whether the againſt 
the accuſed! individudk afford any ſùbſtantial 
ground even for theiri-6onvition as bad Citi- 
zens, on whom che difabMities 6f the Teſt Laws 
might be inflited,. or cuntinued witch juſtiee. 
That this quefliou may be difcufled” with bre 
vity, I ſhall confine myſelf tothe conſtderation 
cafe of Dr: Price; whoſe talents ane 
virtues juſtly placed hith at the head of the Dff. 
ſenters ; but whoſe character, mild and amiible 
35 it was, could not prot him from the rage 
of their Acculer, who infulted his feelings with 
inſolent cenſure, or more inſolent commenda- 
tion; who exbnufted all the arts of his falſe 
and fraudulent eloquence to render this excel- 
lent Man at once odious and defpicable; aiming 
B 2 in 
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It how en and a deep N 
has been made by the allegation that more dan - 


gerous principles of non- conformity have been 


introduced or revived by Dr. Price, than thoſe 


ſtians and the Divine Authority of the Goppel: 8 
That Dr. Price was an adverſary, ta every poſſi. 
ble Inſtitution: of a; National Church: That he 
aimed to ſubvert the preſent, without eftabliſh. 
ing another Form of Public Religion in its place: 
That he would diſband the National Clengy; abo- 
liſh every emolument provided for them by the 
State, and abandon the ſupport of Religion to 
the voluntary zeal of Men willing, on ſuch terms, 
to teach or ta be taught; That the ahle Men 
who concur with him in theſs ſentiments, would 
too probably ſucceed in diffuſing them through 
the whole Body of the Diſſenters; and that the 
tendency and final iſfue of theſe principles was 


nothing les than the W of; * 


r . 
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and confalion, che triumph of fanaticiim, und 
the ruin of learning and rational retigion. 
To this Emayobetrephed, itharfnis theirs 


tereſt! of the Community that u free mind. 


tion of every Inſtitution mud be permitted; 
20d even encouraged and, conſequently, ithat 
ſpeculative Men whomay be tetl in the courie 
of their difquiftions to condemm any Public 
Eſtabliſh ment, elqherinpantor/In-whote; ought 
not to de puniſhed by: diſgrace: — | 
dat whatever" aulit Inch rr 
Eſtabliſm mens, which in one 1 5 have 
deen uſeful or neceſſary, in another may have 
decome uſeleſs, iaconveniont, or pernicious'; 
either the beneficial end for which they were 
ordained may be more eaſity attainable without 
them; or fraud and corruption may have per- 
verted them from their original defignto ferve 
an unwortlry purpoſe; and then benefit to a 
few individuals mae be produced, but the Com- 
munity will be i And this is not un- 
commonly the end, whatever may have been 
the deſign of all human Inſtitutions. Govern- 
ment itſelf, which-is formed for the geheral be- 
nefit, is apt to degenerate into tyranny; the 
Magiſtrate is iritrefted with much power, he 
grows fond of. it, and wiſhes to” wfurp more ; 
or, -perhaps, he exerciſes the power de has, not 
for the common 7 but his own feparate ad- 
vantage; in eit of [theſe caſes it ts a work 
of WIG: and of danger too, to controul the 
Magiſtrate; 


1 

Magiſtrate; and therefore his amian and hi 
injuſtice too frequently ſueceed. And when 
Men are embadied in any: ſubordinate capacity, 
they are then apt to be influenced by a Corpora · 
tion Spirit, which tempts theni tu prefer the pax. 
tial:intereſts; of that claſs or proſeſſion to which 
they belong, tu the general welfare of | their 
Country. At ſirſt the eſtabliſtunent may have 
been bene volently and wiſely planned, ani the 
Public for ſome time may have reaped advantage 
from the faithful Adminiſtration af its Officers; 
after that, the primitive zeal 1s obſerved co cod]; 

the performance of proſeſſional duty becomes 
irkſome, it is gradually relaxed, neglected, and 
at length wholly abandoned; and yet the mo. 
luments originally annexed to the actual di. 
charge of duty, will frequently be retained, and 
even increaſed to the higheſt amount, when 


little or no profeſſional duty has been per- 


formed. Such is the tendency: of human ſelf- 
iſhnefs, under the ſpecious pretext of zeal for 


the profeſſion; and ſuch the progreſs of every 


Inſtitution to a- ſtate of extreme abuſe, when 
exempt from controul, apo gy a to freo 
examination. 

lt myſt. be admitted, however, that — 
evil may ſometimes be the conſequence of po- 
pular controul or fres diſcuſſion. The juſt and 
patriotic Magiſtrate may be the object of ground · 
leſs jealouſy and diſtruſt; and his power may 


be reduced within limits too narrow to permit 


him 


„ * 
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I 
lim to eſſect tho good he withes. ': Bat his ĩs an 
evit comparatively of little moment. For it is 
eaſy to enlarge his power, hen experience has 
ſkewn it to be expediont, or to adopt his plans, 
when diſcuſſiom has proved their utility. But 
when the power of popular controul is loſt, 
there are no regular or paciſic means left by 
which the corruptions and oppreſſions of G- 
vernment can benchechedg the Community 
then lies proſtrate at the feet of Abſolute Power; 
and it will not be long before Abſobute Power 
vill have manifeſted its 'Gger diſpoſition,” and 
devoured its prey $434 8 i 75 
Unreaſonadle prejudice: too may attack ahe 
moſt uſefull Inſtitutions of a ſubordinate Bad- 
t may demand the reformation of abuſes where 
none exiſt z or it may attempt to aboliſh what 
ought to be only reformed; But here alſo, the 
evils reſultitig from the abuſe of free diſcuſſion 
xe evidently-iticenſiderable;and far out-weighed 
by the ſuperior advantages of inteKedual liberty. 


There is, indeed; in all'coritroverſy, ſomewhat 


unpleaſant to Our feelings: we ure apt to be ins 
dolent ; we are apt to be faſtidious; if che ſub· 
jet in debate bo trivial and enintcreſtingz) the 
arguments of the diſputer are tiown away, 
and his wit itſelf ſoon grown4ireſome. fit be 
an important ſubject, we have already 
formed our ſentĩmonts upon it; we dillike the 
trouble to review them, and complain that our 
repoſe and acquieſcence in pre- conceived opinion 
have 
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have been diſturbed: Men of mild and amiable 
diſpoſitions. are apt to overlook the. 
af diſeuſſion, and to lament the beats which ite 
oſten extited among diſputants and cheir fre. 
quent breaches: of candour and charity; while: 
Men of miſtaken-humility exaggerate the weak · 
nebs and imperfection of hunian rraſon, and be- 
wildered in the mazes of controverly, know not 
where to turn, or what -apjoion to adopt, but 
that diſcuſſion is to be ſhunned 29 alike. to them 
frujtles and unſatiafuctory. But we are not to 
reject profitable.toil, becenſ it is not always at- 
tended with pleaſure, for that would. be ex. 
tremely unreaſonable; nor are we, with mil. 
taken humility, to doom human underſtanding 
to.ruſt in perpetual inaQtvity,; for that, would 
be a miſchie vous and impracticable attempt. 40 
thwart the deſigns of Providence, and Rop the 
improvement of Mankind. Our: intellectual fa- 
culty, imperfect as it is was given by Gon to 
Man, to be freely excrciled, and to he alike the 
means of happineſs to Individuals and to Com- 
munitics: to ſupproſs or obſtru& the free opera· 
tion of this inſtrument of our felicity mult be i in 
a greater or 2 leſ degree diſadyantageous; it 
mut, haye a, tendeney wore or leſs direct to per- 
petuata whateyer is falſe in human opinion, by 
preventing confutatiqn; and to conſecrate what- 
er is uſeleſs ar pernicious in human Inſtitu - 
wok wales u n think af he Works of 
NO, { 1 Man, 
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| Min, as” wo iht 40 Wink ef ie Works of 


It is true, chat in the controverlies of ſpecu- 


lative Men, and in the ſtruggles of contending 


Parties, the general opinion is not-unfrequently 
erroneous for ſame time; becauſe Mankind are 
liable to be miſled by the miſtatement of facta, 
and apt to accept eloquent dedamation inftead 
of ſolid and concluſive reaſoning. But it is un- 
queſtionable, that what is true or beneficial may 
be more eaſily proved to be what it really is, 
than what is falfe or pernicious can be proved 


to be what it really is not. By this fingle cir- 


cumſtance, à decifive advantage in all 
ſtruggles is for ever fixed on the fide of truth 


and general utility; and hence, under a juſt 


freedom of diſcuſſion, that Cauſe which involves 
the intereſt of the Community will be ultimately 
ſucceſsful. Sometimes the Adverſary of that 
Cauſe may combat with a tranſſent ſuperiority; 
he may poſſeſs unuſual powers of reaſoning; 
he may cover his fallacies with uncommon art 
and eloquence; but his triumph will be of thart 
duration, and the miſchief done will be of Ittle 
extent. Genius, equally" vigorous, will ſoon 
arife to point out and correct his errors; equal 
powers of eloquence aud reaſon will he exerted 
to recommend the truth, but” with a ſucteſs 
more extenfive and more Laſting— The Public 


* . 


Mind, having Viewed the ſubſeck on every ſide, 
having ken er fallaey detected, every ond 
1 4 C 


. argum ent | 
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argument unanſwerably maintained, will yield 
at laſt to full conviction; and the conſequence 
of the controverſy will be the advancement of 
Human Knowledge, and the augmented bapgi 
neſs of the Community, 
Io what can we aſcribe the gradual i improve- 
ment of theſe civilized European Countries from 
a ſtate of ſavage barbariſm, but to the efforts of 
Reaſon; of Reaſon often exerted againſt the in- 
tereſts of an injurious Government, in oppol- 
tion to groſs and prevailing prejudice, and in 
defiance of the ſanguinary ſtatutes of an ignorant 
and intolerant Age? How truly inſignificant then 
are all the partial evils which have ariſen from 
free examination and popular controul, when 
compared with the mighty benefits which have 
been obtained by theſe means, under circum- 
ſtances very diſcouraging and very diſadvan- 
tageous to the exertions of Reaſon and Public 
Spirit! And how greatly more might the con- 
dition of Mankind be yet improved, in every 
art, in every virtue which can accommodate or 
adorn Human Life, if juſt reſtraints on the am- 
bition of Government were generally impoſed, 
if the free exerciſe, of Reaſon were permitted, 
nene 
one 
But of all human Eſtabliſhments, thoſe which 
have been formed for the promotion of Religion 
are perhaps the molt liable to great and danger- 
ous abuſe,” Zelpeting theſe Inffitutions, the 


freedom 
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freedom of ſpeculative Men ought leaſt of all 
to be confined. From the reverence which is 
juſtly paid to the ſacred doctrines of Religion, 
the Prieſthood in all Countries have uſually ac- 
quired 2 great —— of influence over the Na. 
tional Mind; and the Hiſtory of Europe i in the 
darker and leſs inquiſitive ages ſhows, that this 
influence has been employed to aggrandize oy | 
ſicerdotal order, to ſuppreſs free inquiry, © 
encourage ſuperſtition, and fo perpetuate, ik 
that had been poſſible, the 'credulity and blind 
ſubmiſſion of the People, by whom the Clergy 
had been unwiſely elevated to exceſſive wealth 
and grandeur. After the revival of letters in 
the 15th Century, and the conſequent diffuſion 
of uſeful knowledge, 2 conſiderable Reformation 
of Eccleſiaſtical abuſes was ſoon effected; the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity were explained in a 
manner more conſonant with common ſenſe, and 
the riches of the Clergy were reduced within 
more moderate bounds in England, and in many 
other parts of Europe. Whether that Reforma- ' 
tion of the eſtabliſhed Church in England was 
carried at firſt as far as it ever ought to be car- 
ried; whether the doctrines and the forms of 
Public Worſhip in our Church are utiexception- 
able; whether the power and wralth of our 
Clergy are conducive to the advancement of 
piety, or the bericfit of the Community; he- 
ther the ends of Religion may no now, or at 
ſome foture period, be more completely obtain- 
C 2 ed, 


L 32. J 


ed, through the diligence of Miniſters depend. 
ing on the voluntary. contributions of their re- 
ſpective Congregations, than under the Miniſtry 
| of an equally learned but leſs active Clergy, for 
whom the laws have'provided an income inde. 
pendent of their Pariſhianers; theſe are queſtions 
on which. ſpeculative Men fhould be allowed to 
differ, and to give a negative to each, without 
reproach. For it is important to the Commu- 
nity, that on theſe ſubjects it ſhould form a juſt 
and well conſidered judgment, not an opinion 
taken up without examination, on the autho- 
rity of the Prieſt, or the Magiſtrate; becauſe they 
2222 — abuſes, but the 
Community cannot. 

Theſe are at all times proper ſabjes of dif. 
cuſſion ; and if in each caſe, the queſtion ſhould 
be decided by unbiaſſed Reaſon, the honour of 
Religion, and the welfare of the Public, would 
not be facrificed as they often have been to 

the wiſhes of the ſuperior.Clergy z the 
correction of abuſes, the more ſucceſsful promo- 
tion of piety, juſtice, and benevolence, would 
then become the primary objects of attention; 
and the caſe and accommodation of Miniſters in 
the Houſe of Peers would. be deemurd fubordi- 
nate conſiderations. 

But when the examination of ſuch queſtion 
is prevented. by the State, or which is nearly 
equivalent, when diſſent is puniſhed! in the fan- 
guinary mode of corporal feverities, or dil- 

couraged 
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couraged by legal diſgrace and the pri vation of 


Civil Rights, the natural conſequence of this 
policy muſt be a conſtant accumulation of abuſes: 
in the Church, inſtead of progreſſive improve - 
ment; and the ſtrong and increaſing. diſappro- 


bation. of ſerious Men, inſtead of that general 


conformity which a more liberal policy. — 


gradually produce. 


But it. may be objected, that the principles of 


| toleration here laid down are too extenſive to 


be valid; that they hold out impunity to men 


of all religions and of zone ; that to tolerate un- 


believers of every claſs is to encourage irreli- 


gion; and that. the conſequence of ſuch impro- 


vident encouragement of irreligion, in any Com- 


munity, muſt be the ſinal prevalence of Atheiſm, 


and the ruin of that ſenſe of Religion by which 
the crimes of Mankind are chiefly reſtrained and 
their miſeries conſoled. Theſe objeRions, per- 
haps, have been ſufficiently. obvlated by the ge- 
neral obſervationswhich have been already ſtated. 
But ſince pious men, from ſuch invidious ſug- 
geſtions, may too readily entertain fearful ap- 
prehenſions of the event, ſhould the principles 
of unlimited toleration-be adopted ; it may not 
be improper: to rocall to their recolletion-thele. 
unheeded, but important truths; that it is not 
lawtul to uſe force, or any ſpecies of corrupt in- 
fluence. to promote the acceptance of religious 
truth; that the propagation. of Religion by any 
oy but thoſe of argument and rational con- 


yiction, 


. | 
viction, is contrary to the whole tenor of che 
Goſpel, and the practice of our Divine Maſter; 
that, under the Pagan Governments, ſoon after 
our Saviour's appearance in the world, popular 
ſuperſtition and philoſophic incredulity 'were 
equally ſubdued by the power of reaſon alone, 
and Chriſtianity, poor, deſpiſed, and perſecuted, 
in a ſhort time became the Religion of the civi- 
liſed World: while in Chriſtian Countries and 
in a ſubſequent age, in which the Public Forms 
of Religion have not been improved up to the 
general ſtandard of good ſenſe, and in which the 
Clergy have become the objects of contempt or 
envy, for their wealth and power, for their ſecu - 
larity, their diſregard of profeſſional duty, and 
their apparent inutility to the Public, no terrors, 
no ſeverities of an inquiſition, have been able to 
prevent the growth of irreligion. Penal ſeveri- 
ties may compel the unbeliever to ſubmit to the 
Prieſt's authority: but averſion to a Religion, ſo 
- propagated, will take a ſtill deeper root in his 
heart; the ſpectator of his ſufferings will ſympa- 
thiſe with him, will be tempted to adopt his 
reſentments, and join in his unbelief. On ſuch 
occaſions it is a reflection which naturally occurs, 
that force, or fraud, or corruption, muſt be un- 
neceſſary and improper ſupports of a Religion | 
founded on Divine Authority; and the Church 
ſyſtem, which cannot Rand without thaſe props, 
muſt have been built-upon a foundation origi- 
nally. bad, or the ſuperſtructure muſt be in a 

very 
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very inſecure and a very diſgraceful ſtate of di- 
apidation. From this dilemma, the intolerant 
Churchman finds it impoſſible to eſcape; but it 
cannot entangle the more conſiſtent Chriſtian, 
who reſpects the Rights of Conſcience, and who, 
relying on the Truth and Divine Eflicacy of the 
Goſpel, will not conſent to diſhonour his Reli- 
gion, by employing fraud, or by accepting the 
aid of cither compulſion or corruption. | 
In England, unbelievers are certainly liable to 
penal ſtatutes of great ſeverity; but the Spirit of 
the Times is more liberal than the Letter of our 
Lawsz the indulgence of Government, and the 
concurrence of the Public, have reduced to a 
ſtate of dormancy many of thoſe intolerant ſta- 
' tutes which have not yet been repealed. Even 
the Teſt Laws, which bear with ſo much hard- 
ſhip on Chriſtian Diſſenters of every ſe, are 
found in practice ſeldom to. exclude from Civil 
Ollices, unbelievers of any denomination: It is 
notorious, that many of the ſuperior ſtations of 
truſt and honour are filled by perſons who reject 
Chriſtianity, and ho ſcarcely admit a ſingle ar- 
ticle of the Religion of Reaſon. I cannot com- 
mend the laxity of their practice, who thus com- 
municate-with a National Church, the moſt im- 
portant doctrines of which they wholly diſbe- 
lievez nor can I praiſe the policy of a Legiſla- 
ture, which retains-a Teſt eaſily eluded by Men 
of no Religion, and effectual only to exclude 
thoſe conſcientious Chriſtians who ſcruple to 
concur 
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concur in ſome uneſſential particulars, but em. 
brace the ſubſtantial part of the Public Religion, 
But while Men of capacity for Public Affairs, 
are to be found among the various tribes of 
- unbelievers, it is an advantage to the Public, 
that their defective Creed ſhould be no bar to 
their employment. In the preſent reign, Hume, 
Gibbon, Smith, were appointed without _ 
do reſpectable poſts in various departments of 

the State; their appointment was honourable 
ta the liberality of our Government, and they 
ſerved their Country with the approbation of 
every candid and equitable Chriftian. But when 
n Politician can unite in himfelf the diſcordant 
characters of Bigot and Unbeliever, when he 
can ſupport by force what he believes to be 
falſe; when he can inſult the Religion of his 
Country by profaning its moſt facred ceremony 
in the act of Public Celebration; and yet can 
exceed the moſt intolerant Churchman, in zeal, 
to preſerve the ftatutes of perſecution unre- 
pealed; if power ſhould be intrufted to ſuch a 
Man, it would excite an indignant difapproba- 
tion which no profeſſional abilities could dimi- 
' niſh. And ſhould he chance to fit upon one of 
the higheſt ſeats of Magiftracy, it would only be 
more neceſſary, for the ſake of injured Freedom 
and Religion, to brand him as an Oppreſſor of 
Men much better than himſelf : He, a gloomy 
ſcorner of Chriſtianity, who ſupports the eſta- 
bliſhed fyſtem of ſuperſtition, as he oy 
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with all the terrors of penal ſevtrity they; com 
ſcientious Men, who, ia ſome uneſſential articles, 


diſſent from the Church, but-who ſincerel em- 


brace the fubſtance of 2 — 


injurious Periecutor wWh‚al x rej eta. 


If then perſons, who diſſent Seen 
from the Religion of the Public, ought not to 
ſuffer the perſecution either uf corporal puniſh» 
ment or of legal diſgrace, it is ſurely evident, 
that perſons who agree with the Church in 
fundamentals, and differ only in-ſome uneſſen 
tial cit , with ſtill more reaſon, 
to be exempt frum all « 
of greater or of lets ſeverity. In England, for 
inſtance, if the queſtions ſhould be debated, 
whether the Church does nat need Reforma» 
tion, in points: which reſpect her diſciphne' of 


doctrine, the diſtribution of her revenues, or 


the politicak:power of her Prelates ; hc ſhould 


that Citizen ancer diſgrace, Who reprobates Ee- 


cleſiaſtical Sinnoures or the tranſlation af Biſhops, 
and their cunſequent ſuhjection te the undue 
influence; of the Court, more than he who, re- 
ſcinded ſinecures in the State, and Attempted. to 
eject the Corniſh Burgeſſes, the Cingue Port 
Barons, fromthe. Houle of Cammons? Or if 
any one ſhonld hazard an opinion, that Picty 
and every Chriſtian Virtue might be more cticc» 
tually taught by Miniſters, paid by voluntary 
contribution, chan by Body af Clergy, entitled 
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Tthould-he not be allowed freely aud without 
reproach to. ſupport his ſpeculations; juſt ag 
another on a different ſubject, of far inferior, 
but till. of great importance, might, without 
offence, declare his opinion, that 4 ftanding 
army for the defence of this iſland is unne- 
ceſſary, and might be exchanged with advan. 
tage for a volunteer militia? That the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a Nationat Church, in any Country, is 
abſolutely neceſſary for the ſupport of Religion, 
is a poſition which cannot be maintained with 
any colour of ;reaſon, becauſe it is contradicted 
by indiſputable facts in ancient and in modern 
times; by the gradual propagation of Chriſti. 
anity for three centuries after the death of 
Chriſt, without the aid of an eſtabliſhed Clergy, 
and: by the ſucceſs which now attends the la- 
bours of the Diſſenting Miniſters, who, like 
their Predeceſſors in the primitive ages, devote 
themſelves to the ſervice of Religion, without 2 
proſpect of legal proviſion. That ſuch Inſtitu- 
tions are in their nature unlawful; is another 
poſition which is equally untenable; becauſe 
the Jewiſh Religion affords à direct precedent 
of a National Church eſtabliſhed, as every Chri- 
ſtian muſt admit, by Divine Authority, becauſe 
the formation of National Chriſtian Churches is 
not forbidden by the Goſpel; and becauſe cou- 
MON conſent affords to National Churches, as it 
does to thoſt Which are merely congregationa], 
a ſimilar and a ſufficient ſanction. But when 
* 4 difſentions 
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diffentions have ariſen, in any Country, reſpect. 

ing the Religion of the Public, and no aſſent of 
the People approaching nearly to general appro-: 
bation can be ſuppoſed, there may then ariſe que- 
{tions of expediency, whether an attempt ought: 
to be made to. regain that' general approbation 
which has been loſt, by reforming the Inſtitu- 
tions of the Church, or whether the Eſtabliſh- 
ment itſelf ought not to be wholly laid aſide, 
and the propagation- of Religion to be intruſtet 
to the zeal and affiduity of unendowed Teachers. 
On this ſubje& 


have been imputed to Dr. Price. The eſtabliſſi- 
ment of a Parochial Clergy; under the ſuper- 
intendance of 'Epiſcopal Oſſicers, in the preſent 
very imperfect ſtate of knowledge and virtue 


in the World, appears to be. of important:uſe; 


In England, though many of the Clergy are ſuf- 
fered to hold a plurality of livings, to be even 
wholly non-reſident, and the litigious nature of 
the proviſion, 'to. which the law :entitles them, 
often renders. thoſe who do not deſert their 
Parochial Duty, incapable of doing the good 
which otherwiſe might be expected from them 
yet, under "theſe manifeſt diſadvantages, our 
Parochial Clergy may juſtly be praiſed as a very 
learned and à very uſeful Body of Men; of 
whom many, perhaps a majority, are exemplary 
in the performance of their duty, and ſucceſsful 
in promoting good morals and a ſerious ſenſe of 
Religion. Even in the moſt remote and unfre. 


D 2 | quented 


I am free to acknowledge, that 
my ſentiments differ widely from thoſe which 
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quented parts of the Country, gaod order, de. 
deny, and civility, are promoted, ina conſider. 
able degree, hy their example and infſuence, in 
the amal d. diſtricts which are committed to their 
inſtruction. And though grave and able Paſtors, 
of the Diſſenting Congregations, are ſupported 
in a reſpectable manner by valuntary ſtipends in 
many of our rich and populous Towns; I know 
not any facts from-whence it may be collected, 
that the ſmall and thinly peopled Parithes in the 
Country would be generally fu with a ſet 
of Miniſters as learned and as the pre- 
ſent, if the eſtabliſhment mne 
were to be aboliſhed. 

But though the opinion of Dr. Price, on this 
ſubject, may have been erroneous, yet it wa 
the error of a ſincere and generons mind.— 
Pious, benevolent,” and diſintereſted, he may 
have thought Mankind more generally infly- 
enced by an active zeal for Religion, than ex- 
perience proves them to be: convinced of. the 
Divine Origin of the Goſpel, and its efficacy 
finally to overcome all oppaſition, he may have 
valued too lightly the beneſits actually derived 
from our National Clergy, and the much greater 
advantages which under a Reformed Eftabliſh- 
ment would ſoon be the conſequence of their 
increaſing zeal and aſſiduity: warmed with the 
contemplation of that ſtate of perfection, to 
which Mankind are uniformly, though flowly 
. in which np! will be 
| louri 


— 


* 
„ %% WET 


. AA ·˙· og 


r 


4 4 


fouriſh without the aid of the Prieſt, and Juſtice 
will be ſecurely relied, on without: the interven- 
tion of the Magiſtrate, he may have been top 
ready to conclude: that. Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſh- 
ments, in EVerLy- form, are uſeleſs, at preſent, and 
ought to be exchanged for the ſimple and origi- 
nal mode of Inſtruction, by voluntary and unen- 
dowed Teachers, That we are far diſtant from 
that ſtate of general knowledge and virtue, in 
which it would be expedient to adopt this 
ſcheme, is readily allowed. But ſhall a Man, 
of great and uſeful talents, of exemplary piety 
and virtue, be puniſhed with infamy tor ſpecu- 
lations like theſe, which, inſtead of being dero- 
gatory from Religion, manifeſt the ſirmeſt reli 
ance on its Divine Authority: or, forfeit his Ci: 
vil Rights for prematurely propoſing ſchemes of 
Inſtruction, which every good Man muſt wiſh 
we were warthy to receive, and which it is the 

joint aim of Law and Religion to ſit us to adopt? 

If theſe peculiarities of opinion, which, in fact, 

have heen altogether harmleſs, arc yet in a legal 

conſideration offences agaiaſt the State for which 

Dr. Price was juſtly puniſhable; what Man of 
lerious thought can be deemed innocent, or in 

what but abje& ignorance, or a. ſervile compli: 

ance with Public Opinion, can ſafety be faund ? 

Intolerance. has 4. microſcopic eye, which can 

diſcover danger or criminality in any {pecula; 

tion on any ſubject. In her view, whether the 

ſubject of diſquiſition he theological or Baer 
5 wac 
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whether it relate to metaphyſics or natural phi. 
loſophy, freedom of inquiry is always danger: 
ous, and novelty of ſentiment is never free from 
guilt. On ſuch reaſons, the diſgrace of Price muy 
be approved; and, on ſimilar grounds, Clarke 
and Hoadly, Newton and Locke, Churchmen, 
who were the ornaments of their profeſſion; 
Philoſophers, who were the honour” of their 
Country, might have been condemned” as Men 
of dangerous ſpeculation and diſturbers of the 
Public Peace. And thus'the Zealots of Church 
Power, proceeding ſep by ſtep from one degree 


of intolerance to another more ſevere, might 


juſtify, by parity of reaſon, the impriſonment 
of Galileo at Rome, the legal murder'of Serve. 
tus at Geneva, the burning 'of Proteſtants in 
London, and the maſſacre of the „ in 


Paris. 
Such were the barbarities which diſgraced our 


Anceſtors in a ferocious age. Under a ſtate of 


milder manners, we ſhudder at the mention of 
them; and the execution of a ſingle Diſſident 
at Smithfield, would now excite general horror, 
and prove the ruin of our National Church. 
But though theſe cruel ſpectaeles are feen among 
us no more, our eager Churchmen muſt not 
flatter themſelves that they have ceaſed to be 
intolerant. -*Foleration indeed has long been 
the' maxim of our Civil Government; in the 
preſent reign, the ſeverer ſtatutes of perſecu- 
tion have been repealed, or 'their RR 
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with few exceptions; has been ſuſpended; and 
if zealous Churchmen had. teſtified no repug · 
nance to the repeal of the Teſt Laws, it is pro- 
bable that the conduct of Government, on the 
late agitation. of that queſtion, might have been 
conformable With their general maxims, and 
the requeſt of the Diſſenters might have been 
granted by Parliament. But-ſurely little praiſe 
is due to the tolerant principles of thoſe Church 
men, who applaud-indeed the repeal of thoſe 
ſanguinary ſtatutes, which, from the increaſed 
humanity of the age, it was found impoſſible 
to execute, but who obſtinately inſiſt on re- 
taining thoſe leſs rigorous Penal Laws, which, 
puniſhing Opinion by diſgrace and the for- 
feiture of Civil Rights alone, may ſtill be al- 
lowed to operate to a co extent, with no 
immediate hazard. 

To Louis XIV. it ſeems to have been exclu- 
fively reſerved, in an enlightened age, to join 
the extreme of refinement, with that of intoler- 


ant ſeverity. * Mis Capital was the refidence of 


ſcience, arts, and learning; his Court was the 
ſeat of ſplendour, elegance, and every voluptu- 
ous enjoyment; but his Cabinet was the cell of 
an Inquiſitor. Intoxicated with conqueſt and un- 
limited power, this Deſpot reſolved to endure 
no Religion in France but his own; he revoked 


the Edict of Nantes; he ſent Dragoons into 


every Province to compel his Proteſtant Subjects 
to embrace his Religion, but diſſatisfied with 
their 


o 
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unhallowed work of converſion, to ſeduce and 


Goſpel; it diſhonours the Public Religion, and 


C aa 1 
their ſaccefs, he font other - MiRonaries in this 


to win them over by bribes. It is difficult to 
fay, whether the compulſion employed on this 
beeaſion was more odions and deteſtable, or 
the corruption was more baſe and defpicable. 
But it is too evident, that fo long as our Teſt 
Laws ſhall remain unrepealed, the conduct of 
our Government will bear a near reſemblance 
to the practice of this fuperſtitious Tyrant in 
theſe pecuniary converſions. The mode in 


ſome what different; the principle and the ef · 


Our milder ſyſtem of intoleranes indeed dil. 
daims all corporal ſeverities, hut itendeavours 
corruptly to ſupport the Religion of the State; 
by annexing honours and the emeluments of 
Civil Office, to the profeſſion of Orthodox Relief 
But this ſpecies of undue influence is as :impoli- 
tic and ineſſectual for the end propoſed, as it is 
unreaſonable and contrary to: the purity of the 


yet it does not diminiſh the number of Piſſenters. 
On the contrary, the Diſſenters have long been 
A growing Body; and they are now incxeaſing 
perhaps, with greater rapidity than in any former 


Jearning und genius, Who, wo piety and upble- 


miſhed morals, add an eagerneſs of zeal againk 
the Eſtabliſhea"Church 4 and undoubtedly the 


preſent” increaſe of nen · conformity, in a con- 
op | ſiderable 
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gderable meaſure; may be imputed to their un- 
wearied exertions. But this is not a eircum- 
ſtance peculiar to the it age. The Diſ. 
ſenters have always had among them able and 
zealous Men, whoſe high reputation gave credit 
to their cauſe; and whoſe diligence and affi- 
duity gained Proſelytes not merely among per- 
ſons of the inferior ſtations, but in a 
proportion, perhaps, among ſerious Men of li- 
beral education, and of opulent or independent 
fortunes. | This, therefore, cannot be deemed a 
caſual advantage which the Diſſenters of this 
age poſſeſs, nor can the gradual increaſe of their 
number, during the laſt century, be accounted 
for by any accidental or precarious circum- 
ſtances ; * muſt have arifen from ſome perma- 
nent and powerful 'caufe, which, - under the 
preflure of Penal Statutes, and againit the ef- 
forts of à numerous and learned Clergy, has 
operated with conſtant aud increaſing ſucceſs 
to ſeparate wiſe and good. Men from the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church. 

It is true, the adhetents of the Church of 
England Mt form 2 large majority of the na- 
tion; but many nominal Chrittians' and Un- 
believers of varibus ſorts are claſſed among 


them; and there are many ſincere Chriſtians 


who have expreffed, but more, perhaps, who 
have concealed their diſapprobation of the Forms 
of our Church, and their wiſhes for A farther 


ae and yet are not convinced that 
| 


* they 


{ * 1 


they ought to join the Non - Conformiſts.— 
Theſe conſiderations ſeem clearly to prove, that 
a mitigated intolerance is ill calculated to pro- 


mote uniformity of Religion, that our Teſt 
Laws are unprofitably ſevere, and that we ought 
to abandon them for their inefficiency, even if 


duty did not require us to renounce them as 
diſhonourable to the Goſpel, and oppreſſive to 


our unoſfending Fellow- Citizens. It is ſurely 


ſufficient, that the inutility of this corrupt 
ſyſtem of intolerance has been proved by the 
experience of a century; it is time that more 
honourable meaſures ſhould be tried, that the 


maxims of itnpartial juſtice and equity ſhould 


more conſiſtently govern. the conduct ot the 
State. They are the maxims on which the 
wealth and tranquillity of nations principally 
depend; and, weighed againſt them, the inter- 


eſts and wiſhes of the ſuperior Clergy, ought 


to be deemed as duſt in the balance. 
But the too cautious Churchman may here 
exclaim, that the adoption of - theſe ſpecious 


principles of univerſal. tolerxation would not 
leſſen, it would rather aggravate the evils of 


controverſy and diſſention; that the Repeal of 
the Teſt Laws and the remoyal of every other 
penal reſtraint, which operates as a fence. to the 
Eſtabliſhment, would open to the Diſſenters 2 


proſpect of ſucceſs, which, would augment their 
number with increaſing rapidity ; and ſtill 2 


their number 9 more N to he 
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of their opponents, thoſe fierce animoſities would 
be more inflamed, which it ought to be our en. 
deavour to cool and And it muſt be 
acknowledged, that theſe epprekenGons would 
be by no means groundleſs, if, after having an- 
nulled every ſtatute of intolerance, from which 
the Public Religion has hitherto received a diſ- 
graceful ſupport, the State ſhould ſuffer no Re- 
formation in the Diſcipline, the Revenues, or 


the Public Forms of our Church. But if the 


conceſſion of perfect toleration muſt ultimately 
conduct us to an Eccleſiaſtical Reformation, 
why ſhould that conſequence impreſs the minds 
of our Legiſlatures with terror, or excite the 
oppoſition of Stateſmen, who are friendly to 
Religion, and who feel the noble ambition to im- 
prove their Country. With the ſuperſtition of 
elder times, we have done well to abandon their 
ſyſtem of ſanguinary perſecution: It was a ſyſtem 
offenſive to hamanity, offenſive to thy free ſpirit 
of our Conſtitution; and the tranquillity which 
it was calculated to produce was not the acqui- 
eſcence of men convinced and -ſfatisfied, it was 


the repoſe of ignorance and blind credulity, 


the ſubmiſſion/ of ſlaves, afraid and often unable 
to think. If the State ſtop at this point of in- 
complete toleration, willing to diſcontinue cor- 
poral ſeverities in ſupport of the Public Reli- 
gion, but determined to protect the abuſes and 
imperfections of the Church, by difqualification 
jor Civil Office, and the infliction of legal diſ- 

E 2 grace; 
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grace; in that cafe, à ſtate of contention, ſtill 
increaſing in tyrbulence, ſeems unavaidable 
The degree of perſecution at preſent employed 
is ſuſhcient to provoke and exaſperate, it is not 
ſufficient to intimidate and ſuppreſs the oppo- 
nents of the Church: By the rigour of a ſterner 
intolerance the inconveniences and the advan- 
tages of non-conformity might have been un- 
known in England, as they are in Spain and 
Italy; free inquiry might have been ſtifled, the 
national ſyſtem of Religion might have been eſta- 
bliſhed on unqueſtioned authority; and apparent 
uniformity might have been obtained. On the 
other hand, by a complete reſtoration of the 
rights of conſcience, examination would be en · 
couraged, knowledge would become generally 
diffuſed: Anugzand SurzxsTITIoN Would vaniſh 
before the increaſing light, and mankind would 
gradually attain the ſummit of moral dignity, 
and happineſs. But in the policy which we 
have adopted there is much injuſtice to no end 
or purpoſe; we are intolerant, without obtain -· 
ing uniformity, or ſecuring the Public tran- 
quillity; and we ſuſtain the miſchiefs of diſſen- 
tion and perpetual controverſy, without reaping 
any improvement from free examination. 
But let us for a moment ſuppoſe, if the ſup- 
poſition will not be too alarming to the timorous 
Churchman, that the Teſt Las have been re- 
_ pealed; that every trace of intolerance has been 
expunged from our ſtatute · book; and that a 
IS EL Commiſſion 
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Commiſſion has been iſſued by due authority to 
PrelatesandLay Churchmendiſtinguiſhed for their 
wiſdom and the liberality of their ſentiments, 
requiring them to review the whole ſyſtem of 
our religious inſtitutions, and to prepare a plan 
for its amendment. What meaſures of Reforma 
tion could in all probability be the reſult of this 
appointment, which would not be truly benefi- 
cial to the Community, and fuch as ought to be 
promoted, if there were nat a ſingle Diſſenter in 
the Kingdom? Is it a poſſible conſequence af 
ſuch commiſſion that the Liturgy. would be diſ- 
continued, and the unpremeditated prayer of the 
Diſſenters would be adopted in its ſtead ? Or that 
the Liturgy might be continued, and in ſome. 
parts might remain unaltered; but in many 
places, by the intermixture of ſentiments as dil. 
putable as thoſe, which would he expunged,. 
would be rendered unacceptable to the great 
majority of Churchmen ? judging from the 
writings of Clarke and Hoadly, Jones and Jortin,. 
Blackburne and Law, or from the known temper 
and writings of thoſe eminent Churchmen of 
this age, who probably would compale a part af 
the Commiſſioners, .and whoſe ſentiments would. 
undoubtedly have great weight with their Lay 
Colleagues, We may lately pronounce that no 
ſuch conſequence would be poſſible, It is the 
ſentiment of every liberal Churchman, and it has 
been often expreflcd, that the uſe of a Wr 
ought to hs continued, and that our preſent Li- 
turgy, 
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* turgy, in the main part of it, ought to remain 
unaltered; but it is their clear conviction alſo, 
that the language of diſpute ſhould never be 
heard in our addreſſes to the Almighty, and 
therefore our Forms of Public Worſhip'ought td 
be rendered as nearly as they can be conformuable 
to the practice and phraſeology of Scripture ; 1 
fome repetitions, too, they conceive, might be 
ſtruck out of the Liturgy ; ; ſome improvements 
might be introduced in its arrangement ; and 
fome verbal and grammatical changes mighit alſo 
be made with obvious advantage. Theſe are al. 
terations which, to be approved, ſeem to need 
only to be ſtated: but rational and worthy men 
there may be, who, from excefs of caution, and 
unperceived prejudices of various ſorts, may not 
de willing to ſubject our Public Forms of Wor- 
fhip to that reviſal and correction which to many 
appear indiſpenſably neceſſary; but they will not 
be found in concert with Enthuſiaſts, and the 
more ſagacious Hypocrites of Church Power, 
contending that the Liturgy is too perfect to 
admĩt improvement, or denying that the changes 
ſuggeſted would render that venerable compoſi- 
tion more free from juſt objections, more con- 
ducive to rational piety, and more effectual to 
fatisfy and unite to the National Church, ns 
generality of ſerious Chriſtians. - 

Can it be apprehended that ſubſcription to hs 
preſent Articles of Religion would be diſcon- 


zinued, only that a new ſyſtem of Articles as ex- 
3 


151 3 
teptionable, as liable to diſpute, might be oh- 


truded in their room ? The apprehenſion i is to- 
tally groundleſs; all the moſt diſtinguiſhed 
friends of Eccleſiaſtical Reformation have uni- 
formly diſclaimed and combated- the . deſign. — 
They well know that to ſubſtitute, new unſcrip- 
tural articles for the old would be to change the 
ſubjects of diſpute, or to vary their poſition, but 

not to leſſen the violence of diſputation, or to 
conſult the honour, of our Religion. They have 
generally declared their opinion that ſubſcription 
to any ſyſtem of human articles is improper z 
but if that form or practice were diſpenſed with, 
they could be well cþntent, I am. perſuaded, that 
the Thirty-nine Articles ſhould remain in the 
Book of Common Prayer as a monument of the 
theological opinions adopted by the . 
Church in former ages, and a ſtandard from 

vhich it has not thaught fit e in the 
preſent. 

Can it be foriouly thought, that the mea- 
ſures of the Commiſſion, here ſuppoſed, would 
tend to unnerve and relax the diſcipline of the 
Church ? or to impair the dignity of the Biſhops, 
or in any degree to leflen the general income of 
the Church? The apprehenſion of ſuch conſe- 
quences is too impropable; it is plainly an ima- 
ginary fear. With reſpect to diſcipline, the 
direct reverſe of relaxation would be the certain 
cect of a farther Reformation of our Church. 
There are perhaps no abuſes which have been 
carried 
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rarried to ſo great exteſs, in the Church df 
England, none which have had ſo fatal infl. 
ence on the morals and plety of the People, ot 
which have excited fuch juſt and general com. 
plaints, as the Non-Refidence of the Clergy, and 
their frequent poſſeſſion of a plurality of Living. 
Whenever our Ecclefiaſtical ſyſtem fhall utider. 
go a ſerious review, thoſe abuſes will undoubt. 
edly receive due correction: and if the Biſhops 
poſſeſs not ſufficient authority to compel the 
Fabitusl reſidence of the Parochial Clergy, and to 
prevent any plurality of Livings, as the law now 
ſtands; ſuch authority vught to be given to 
them, and the moſt effectual means ought to be 
provided, for ſeruting the due execution of any 
new law which might be paſſed, to prevent fuck 
enormous abuſes in future. 

With reſpe& to the dignity of the Biſhops and 
the general Revenues of the Church, the ſenti- 
ments of a Patriotic Biſhop have been explained 
with his uſual energy and intrepidity ; and ap- 
parently, with the general approbation of thoſe 
Churchmen, who deem a Reformation of the 
Church expedient. If the advice of this diſtin. 
guiſhed Prelate were taken upon this fubject, isi 


© probable that he would retommend a-dithinution 


of the authority of the Biſhops over the Paro- 
-chial Clergy ; or propoſe their degradation from 
their ſeats in Parliament? Nothing like either of 
theſe meaſures can be ſuppoſed; the worthy 
Prelate certainly has no ſuth deſign; His 1 * 
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has already been offered to the Epiſcopal Bench, 
and had it been accepted by his Right Reverend 
Brethren, perhaps the true intereſts of the 
Church of England would have been better con- 
ſulted. For it cannot be difſembled, that a ge- 
neral ſuſpicion. at preſent prevails, that our 
Spiritual Lords are frequently and unduly in- 
fluenced in their Parliamentary conduct by the 
hope of tranſlation. It is evident therefore that 
2 prohibition of the future tranſlation of Biſhops, 
and as the Epiſcopal Sees become vacant a gra- 
dual equalization of their revenues, would tend 
to re-eſtabliſh the. dignity and proper influence 

of the Epiſcopal character. 

And if from funds which are neither difficult 
to be pointed out, nor improper to be thus em- 
ployed, means were adopted to augment the 
{mall beneficies of our Church, to ſuch extent 
that each benefice would be a decent proviſion 
for the maintenance of a reſident Clergyman ; | 
who could then' complain of a ſtrict execution 
of the laws againſt Non- Reſidence, or who could 
think that ſuch. a diſtribution. of the Church 
Revenues, as that here alluded to, would not 
tend to the advancement of Religion, and the 
general ſatisfaction of the Parochial Clergy? 

The laſt. ſubje& of complaint reſpecting our 
Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutions, viz. that of Tithes, 
ſtall be briefty-noticed; This mode of provid- 
ing by tithes for the Parochial Clergy, is often 
attended with great vexation to thoſe who re- 
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deter ind to thole who pay thoſe dues, and | 


manifeſtly tends to obſtruct and defeat the en- 
deavours of the Parochial Clergy to be uſeful in 


their reſpective ſtations. Whenever our Church 


Syſtem, therefore, ſhall undergo a reviſion, it is 
not improbable that this inconvenient kind of 
proviſion for the Clergy will be changed for 


another that is more unexceptionable. And if 


x valuation of the Tithes, payable to the Clergy 
throughout England, were made under due au- 


thority, on an average of their value for the 
 thiree laſt years, and the average price of wheat 


for the ſame term were ſettled in a fimilar man- 
ner, it appears that a full and proper equivalent 
for the Tithes to be aboliſhed might be obtalned 
for each Incumbent, in the ſhape of Corh-Rehts, 
payable dut of thoſe lands which are now charg- 
ed with the payment of 'Tithes ; che Cotn-Rents 
to be levied 4s the Poor's Rates are collected, 
but by a ſeparate aſſeſſment ; ant the quarterly 
payment of theſe rents in four equal fums to be 
enforced in the fame ſummary manner; By 
ſuch regulations a proviſion for the ſupport of 
the Parochial Clergy would be eftabliſhed; which 
would be adequate, permanent, and not able to 
fink or riſe with every Huctuation in the price of 
money: and thus the ſtrife and litigation which 
too frequently arife between''the Paſtors and 
their Pariſhioners, reſpecting their preſent dues, 
would be totally extingutfhed; they would learn 
to conſider each other as friends, whoſe intereſt 
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«3s always the ſame ; mutual good - will and har- * 


mony would ſubſiſt between them with fewer 
interruptions; and the great buſineſs of Religion 
vid be mane ve advanced” hah po 
litical view, the beneſits of the change, as tend- 
ing to promote à more {kilful and extenſive cul- 
tivation of the ground and an increaſe of popu - 
lation, are too apparent to need any illuſtration, 

A Reformation of our Church, effected on 
theſe priuciples of moderation and mutual for: 
bearance, would neither condemn any man's 
tenets nor impoſe them on others, it would not 
alter the ſtandard of our Religious Opinions, 
nor vary the general tenor of Public Worſhip, it 
would not tend to unhinge the Conſtitution, by 
weakening the juſt authority of the Ariſtocracy; 
it would have a different conſequence; by pu, 
rifying the hierarchical part of it, and removing 
thoſe ſuſpicions of undue-influence which now 
diſcredit the Epiſcopal Bench, it would tend to 
fortify the Conſtitution, and add freſh reputa- 
tion to the Houſe of Lords. It would not affect 
the property of any Churchman now poſſeſſing 
benefices ; it would eſtabliſh the propoſed altera- 
tions in the. diſtribution of the Revenues of the 
Church gradually, and as Vacancies might be 
opened by death or promotion. And having 
ſired for the Pariſh Clergy a mode of proviſion, 
which would be adequate, permanent, and free 
from that frequent litigation to which their pre- 
ſent property is ſubject: 720 having We 
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their habitual reſidence in their reſpective pa: 
riſhes; it would at once promote the comfort of 
the Clergy and their People; and at the ſame 
time advance the intereſts of Religion and the 
political welfare of the State. 

That an Eccleſiaſtical Reformation, conducted 
on theſe principles, and to this extent, would 
fatisfy all who are now diſſatisfied within the 
Church and without it, I am far from meaning 
to afſert—for no poſſible meaſure of human 
power and wiſdom could produce that miracu- 


lous effect; but it would ſatisfy many wiſe 


and conſcientious Churchmen ; it would re- 
concile many rational and moderate Diſſenters; 
it would tend greatly to prevent the future 


defection of Good Men from the National 


Church; and if ſome Able Men ſhould till 
continue to think their mode of inſtruQion 
by Unendowed Teachers of Religion, not only 
preferable to the Public Syſtem, but alone un- 
exceptionably proper, and fit in theſe times to 
be adopted, ſtill I am perſuaded they would re- 


| Joice to behold the Cauſe of Religion promoted 


more ſucceſsfully by the National Clergy, under 
theſe regulations of the Church, although the 
diligence and ſucceſs of the Clergy might poſſi 
bly for a time reduce their notion of the im- 
propriety of any Pubiic Eſtabliſhments of Reli- 
gion to an unconſequential ſingularity of opinion, 

It will be objected, undoubtedly, that INNO. 


VATION S are dangerous, for this has beon the 
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tual obſtacle to every improvement ; and 
if the objection had not been very frequently 


over-ruled, Mankind, inſtead of enjoying the- 
comforts of civilized life, and attaining the 
dignity of rational and religious Agents, 'muſt 


have continued flill in their ſavage ftate, wan- 
dering among the woods as wild as the beaſts 
with whom they were ſurrounded. The al- 


leged danger of. Innovation, therefore, when 
deſtitute of any apparent probability from the 


circumſtances of the change propoſed, can only 


de deemed the vague ſurmiſe of an imaginary 


fear, the contempt of wiſe men, and the bug- 
bear of fools alone. 

But it will be obſerved, that Innovations i in 
matters appertaining to Religion are always at- 
tended with peculiar danger; and that, in fact, 
few inſtances have occurred of a conſiderable 


change effected in the Religion of any Country, 


without producing Commotion, and even Re- 
volution in the State. If this is a valid objec- 
tion to any improvement in our Religious Inſti- 
tutions at preſent, it was a valid objection in 
the days of Luther, and in the earlier ages of 
Chriſtianity. Many perſecutions and many ca- 
lamitous viciſſitudes of fortune were endured 
by the Primitive Chriſtians, for three centuries 
before their Religion became the Eſtabliſhed 
Faith of the Roman Empire; and in modern 
times, the Reformation of the Abuſes of the 
Church of Rome convulſed all Europe for ages. 

But 
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But each of theſe Innovations, ſo highly TY 
ficial to Mankind, was fatal to the ancient Reli. 
gion of thoſe reſpective ages. Long-eſtabliſhed 
practices were condemned, deep-rooted prejy- 
dices were reprobated by the firſt Preachers of 
the Goſpel, and their ſucceſſors, the Miniſters 


of Proteſtantiſm. After a long and violent 


ſtruggle, Paganiſm firſt, and Popery afterwards, 
were vanquiſhed by the Religion of the Bible; 
and the ſucceſsful Innovators, in each inſtance, 
took poſſeſſion of thoſe Temples from which, 
by the force of reaſon and argument, they had 
driven their Adverſaxies. 

But no fimilar events are now to 5 appre- 
hended from the propoſed Reformation of the 
Church. of England. The improvements ſug- 
geſted, as they would be beyond compariſon 
leſs beneficial than the two great Innovations 
juſt mentioned, ſo they would be leſs hoſtile to 
the ancient ſyſtem which they are calculated not 
to deſtroy but to reform. The changes are pro- 
poſed not by the Adverſaries of the Church, but 
by Churchmen, jealous af her honour, and 
anxious far her welfare; and ĩf acceded to, they 
would be not the humiliating terms impoſed by 
2 victorious foe, but wiſe and ſeaſonable con- 
ceſſions, adopted at thę recommendation of 
friends, for the ſake of general conciliation.— 
The propoſitions contain nothing harſh, or ex- 
cluſive; nothing injurious to the preſent Clergy, 


or tending to alter the Form of Government 
| either 
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either in Church or State: If there is eandour, 
vity, or prudence, in the great Body of out 
Gade a Reformation * adopted, to 
heal diviſions, and to comprehend and unite 
in one Society, Chriſtians of various uneſſential 
opinions, could produce nothing like Commo- 
tion or Revolution ; in a political view it would 
be a harmleſs, pacitic, and even an advantage- 
ous change; and its conſequences reſpecting 
Morals and Religion would be truly ſalutary to 
the COT: 1 | 
On this brief conſideration of the firſt part of 
my ſubject, it ſeems evident that no ity 
of Religious Opinion which Dr. Price had, of 
could have adopted, ought to have excluded 
him from the Common Rights of Citizens, or 
ſubjected him to any legal reproach ; and that 
from the repeal of thofe. ſtatutes, under which 
ſuch worthy Men have long endured unmerited 
diſgrace, no confequence with any appearance 
of probability can be expected to reſult, which 
would not be conducive to piety and virtue, 
and alike beneficial to the State and to the 
National Church. Let us proceed to conſider 
his political Herifies, as by ſome they are 
thought; and to inquire whethet in this view 
of his character, he were not equally capable of 
exculpation, and ought not to have received 
the farne complete abſotution. 
It is true, that Dr. Price did not ſcruple to 
declare his opinion; that the Conftiration of 
England 
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England is deformed by many abuſes; that the 
People are mocked with a mere ſhadow of Re. 
preſentation ; that the Houſe of Commons is 
funk in the groſſeſt corruption. He was among 
the foremoſt to convey theſe ſentiments to the 
Public, in warm and indignant language; and 
his ſtrenuous zeal contributed greatly to animate 
the Popular Meetings, and encourage their reſo- 
lution to attempt the Reformation of Parlia. 
ment. If theſe were errors of a pernicious ten- 
dency, and proofs of a ſeditious turbulence of 
diſpoſition, ſome of the beſt and wiſeſt Men of 
this Country, as they have uſually been eſteem- 
ed, have fallen into the ſame errors, and have 
manifeſted a ſimilar diſpoſition. Of the diſtin. 
guiſhed ſenators alluded to, the name of one 
only ſhall be produced ; but that a name which 
the accuſer of Price once highly reſpected. If 
his ſentiments of Sir George Savile have been 
changed, the impartial public has not ceaſed to 
revere him as a patriot of more unſullied honour 


than any other perhaps in the annals of England. 


It was his aim, indiſputably, not to deſtroy 
the Conſtitution, but to remove its abuſes, to 
correct its imperfections, and thus to augment 
the happineſs of millions who live under its 
protection. Will candour then, or will juſtice, 
permit us to ſuppoſe, that Price did — act 
with the ſame benevolent view? Or are ſen- 
timents and conduct, which are innocent, 2nd 


even. laudable, in in Savile, ſeditious and cri. 
minal 
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minal when adopted by Price? Reſpectiag the 
corruption of Parliament, and the decayed ſtats 
of our Conſtitution, their opinions, their lan- 
guage, and their conduct were. fimilar. With 
the reputation of Price, as a Political Reformer, 
that of Savile is intimately connected. Calumny 
may with to ſeparate the Philoſopher, whom ſhe 
hates, from the Patriot whom ſhe would feat 
directly to attack. But ſhe cannot diſunite theſe 
excellent Citigens, and preſent them in a differ» 
ent point of view; ſhe is unable to ſelect the 
object of her malice, and ſhoot her envenomed 
arrow at him, without hazard to the other; 
the ſhaft which wounds the reputation of Price, 
muſt injure the fame of Savile; and when our 
incomparable Patriot receives the praiſe which 
his Benevolence and Public Spirit juſtly deſerve, 
Price muſt be. I | 
tion with him. 

But I ſhall not content myſelf with having 
ſheltered the Political conduct of Dr. Price, 
under the example of Sir George Savile; his 
exertions to promote the Reſtoration of our 
Conſtitution, may be defended” in a way that 
is more becoming the dignity of his much in- 
jured character. Let it he conſidered then, that 
men do not attempt to correct and improve 
what they wifh to deſtroy; that a ſtrong diſ- 
approbation of à body of National Repreſenta- 
tives returned by the little, venal, and enſlaved 
1 and the corrupt and factious * 

G 
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Parliament which is the neceſſary conſequence, 
may well conſiſt with a decided approbation-of 
the general frame of our Government; that he 
beſt proves his attachment to the Conſtitution, 
not who defends with blind or ſelfiſh zeal every 
defect which time, or fraud, or miſguided au- 
thority may have introduced; but he who 
wiſhes to preſerve the ancient foundations un- 
touched, and the general plan unaltered; yet 
endeavours to remove the blemiſhes which dif. 
grace the venerable. ſtructure; to repair what 
age has injured, to ſupply what experience has 
proved to be deficient; and to compel the ſubtle 
thief, or more audacious robber, to reſtore what 
each may have purloined or plundered; that the 
ſtrength and beauty of the Fabric may thus be 
completed. And when this is done, or attempt- 
ed in a regular way, by means unexceptionably 
legal, it is not on ſuch ground, that the charge 
of diſloyalty or ſedition can be ſupported; 
But Dr. Price admired the Conſtitution of the 
American Republic, and exulted at the ſucceſs 
of the French Revolufion ;- and from theſe ad- 
mitted facts it was inferred; and preſſed with the 
utmoſt oratorial vehemence, that he was crimi- 
nally partial to the Governments of France and 
America, that he was hoſtile to the Conſtitution 
of England, that he aimed at the introduction of 
x Republic in this Cotmtry, that he was a bad 
Man, a bad Citizen, and a dangerous Innovator, 
and juſtly merited the joint puniſhment of pri- 
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vate cenſure and that legal diſgrace which the 
laws already had inflicted upon him. 
Such was the thin diſguiſe. aſſumed by ſpiri- 
tual perſecution ; ſuch the poor pretence thrown 
over the real wiſh. of the Enemies of Liberty to 
introduce or extend a ſyſtem of political intoler- 


ance, which happily is at preſent little, if at all, 


known among us. But ſurely it is an artifice 


unworthy that plain ſincerity which beſt be. 


comes the Legiſlature of a great Country to eſta. - 


bliſh, or preſerve a Religious Teſt, not with a 
view to repreſs any particular ſect or doctrine of 
Religion, but indirectly to diſcourage ſome of. 
fenſive peculiarity of political opinion. The 


rule from which a Legiſlature ſhould never de- 


part, is to adopt no purpoſe which is unfit to be 
avowed, and having adopted fit purpoſes, to 
purſue them by plain and direct methods. To 
ſupport the Sacramental Teſt, becauſe it is con- 
ceived to be a convenient inſtrument to prevent 
the growth of Republican Principles, is to au- 
thoriſe Intolerance in the Church, that the Civil 
Government may be enabled, at the ſame time, 
to practice ĩndirectly that political Intolerance 
which the law does not directly admit; it is to 
eſtabliſh a profanation of a Holy Rite of Reli- 
gion, oſtenſibly to give the National Religion 
an unwarrantable ſupport, but, in fact, to diſ- 
courage political ſpeculation, and to maintain 
the Conſtitution by means which it | diſclaims, 
by cunning, indirect and injurious methods, 
G2 by 
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by the oppreſſion of real innocence, and the 
puniſhment of a factitious offence, which the 
Legiſlature has not thought fit ipecifically, and 
with due preciſion, to define. 

It has been already proved, that no limitation 
on the exerciſe of our rational faculties can be 
beneficial to mankind ; that political ſpeculation 
as well as religious diſquiſition ought to be per. 
fectly unreſtrained ; that free examination alone 
can check the growth of abuſes, either in thoſe 
Inſtitutions which are of the higheſt importance, 
or in thoſe which are of a ſubordinate rank, and 
that alone can ſecure to Society the progreſſive 
improvement in all its eſtabliſhments of which 


it is capable, from the increaſing exertions of 


induſtry, the more general diffuſion of property, 
and the gradual advancement of the human cha- 

racter, in knowledge, in civility, in the love of 
order, juſtice, and rational liberty. Fortunately 
for this Country, the State has been leſs jealous 
than the Church ; and, though reſtraints have 
been unjuſtly impoſed on religious diſquiſition, 
the right of political ſpeculation remains in 2 
great meaſure unabridged. In this reſpect, the 
Teſt Laws operate only incidentally, and as it 
were by chance; and the laws enacted to ſup- 
port the excluſion of the Stuart Family from the 
Throne of England, can produce their effect 
only on thoſe Men who, with Mr. Burke, deny 
the power of Parliament as the Agents of the 


Nation, to regulate, or in any manner to _ 
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the ſucceſſion to the Throne. But queſtions 
have ariſen, whether the Houſe of Commons is 
2 fair Repreſentative of the People; whether 
the Houſe of Peers might not better anſwer the 
purpoſe of its Inſtitution, if no tranſlation of 
Biſhops were allowed ; whether the influence 
of the Crown is not tao great, even after all the 
reductions which it has undergone ſince the 
cloſe of Lord North's Adminiſtration. On theſe 
ſubjects, I apprehend that there is no exiſting 
law according to which in its plain and direct 
meaning the moſt eccentric opinion can be pu 
niſhed. bs 
Theſe are ſubjects on which diſcuſſion is un- 
derſtood to be free, and ſome of the wiſeſt Men 


this Country ever produced, in all theſe reſpects, 


have pronounced our Conſtitution faulty. That 
in them all it is faulty, in ſome degree, is per- 
haps indiſputable ; but to what extent of danger 
theſe abuſes expoſe the Community, opinions 
may vary : whether the Conſtitution ought to 
undergo a more or a leſs extenſive Reforma- 
tion, whether it ought, with all its imperfec- 
tions, to be ſupported and to remain wholly un- 
reformed, or the political ſtructure is too far 
decayed to admit repair, and ought to be taken 
down and modelled anew ; theſe are queſtions 
which ſeem to be left open to the diſcretion of 
each Diſquiſitor; reſpecting them no line has 
been plainly drawn by the laws, beyond which 
political criticiſm ſhall not be allowed to paſs, 


nor 
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nor has any clear criterion been fixed, by which 
the zeal of Public Spirit may be diſtingui 
in a legal view, from the temerity of raſh Inno- 
vation. It would indeed be difficult, if not im- 
poſſible, by any previous definition, to aſcertain 
the limits within which ſpeculation on conſtitu- 
tional ſubjects ought to be confined ;: the re- 
ſtriction would be alike contradictory to the 
principles of the Conſtitution, and inconipatible 
with the intereſts of the Community. 

Political Bigots, however, and Impoſtors in 


the State, like thoſe in the Church, may wiſh to 


ſuppreſs this freedom of diſquiſition ; and to ob- 
tain a new, or a more extenſive code of political 


perſecution. But the temper of the times is 


adverſe to every ſpecies of Intolerance; and 
ariſtocratical Men muſt deſpair to effect that ex- 
tenſion in any direction. And yet, as opportu- 
nity offers, they ſeem not unwilling to hazard 
the moſt unuſual ſtretches of Parliamentary 
Power, to puniſh the expreſſion of bold but un- 
deniable truths. * When a Petition was preſented, 
in the laſt Seſſion, to the Houſe of Commons, 
complaining of great abuſes in the late election 
for Weitminſter, almoſt in the very terms uſed 
by Sir George Savile, on the general ſubject of 
our Septennial Fairs or Markets, in his Addreſs to 
his Conſtituents, the unwelcome truths grated 
on the ear of- Parliament, and hardly could the 
rage of ſome hot Men be kept within any bounds 
of prudence by the two wiſeſt Members of that 
Aſſembly. 
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Aſſembly. But for their judicious interpoſition, 
z few truths ſtrongly expreſſed, and ſomewhat 
too bluntly addreſſed to Parliament, by the 
haſty reſentment of ſome intemperate Men, 
might have been productive of r 


cious conſequences. 

But a foreigner, by his repeated attacks: upon 
our Conſtitution, has given more ſerious occa- 
fon to Government, to exerciſe their diſpoſition 
to forbearance. | I truſt they have reſolved to 
paſs by the Author of the book alluded to with- 
out any legal animadverſion; for in ſuch caſes, 
legal animadverſion muſt be n or it muſt 
be unneceflary ry. net hs 

If the Rights of Man had been a book feebly 
written, it would be folly, for it is needleſs. to 
inſiſt on any ſtronger objection, to drag the Au- 


thor and his impotent malice into general notice 


by proſecution. But it is a book ably and forci - 
bly written, though neither with candour nor 
wiſdom. In that piece, Mr. Paine attempts to 
depreciate the Conſtitution, or as he chuſes to 
term it the Government of England, by painting 
its inconvenĩences and defects in the ſtrongeſt 
colours, while its preſent advantages, and the 
capability of its receiving, in a ſafe and regular 
manner, the higheſt future improvements, are 
artfully thrown. out of ſight: He ſupports the 
ee of Republicaniſm with an enthuſiaſtic 

zeal, with an impoſing conſidence, and with rea · 
ſoning often ſpecious, and always daring; To 
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and mifrepreſentations ; and à vein of coarſe 
but ſtrongly ſarcaſtic wit runs through. and 
clumſily enlivens the whole. His counſel, to 
break up and deſtroy the noble fabric of our 
Conſtitution, and rebuild a ne political ediſice 
on the plans of America, ſeems to be conveyed 
in the moſt dangerous ſhape, and far more likely 
to make an impreſſion on thoſe to whom it is 
chiefly addrefled, than if. ĩt had been delivered 
in a more claſſical compoſi tion, in which more 
attention had been employed to avoid the groſ- 
neſs of indecent language, and more ſolicitude 
diſplayed to ſhun whatever might tend to ex- 
cite the loweſt claſſes of the People to acts of 
violence and injuſtice. But miſchievous as the 
effects of that book may be, they cannot be ſtopt 
by proſecution z the attempt would only aggra- 
vate the datiger. If no law has been provided 
dy the Legiſlature for the direct and immediate 
purpoſe of protecting by penal ſanctions, the ge- 
neral principles of our Conſtitution; no attempt, 
by any forced conſtructions of law to puniſh the 
Adverſary of our Conſtitution, can be with rea- 
ſon apprehended from the virtue and wiſdom of 
thoſe Men who compoſe à majority of the Ca- 
dinet. But if any penal flatute aQually does 
exiſt according to the direct meaning of which, 
though hitherto miſunderſtood; his virulent ca- 
vils, at the frame of our Government, can de 
conſidered as\ crimes, and the Caviller * 
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de ſubjected to puniſhment, it appears that ſuch 
a law would be much more fit to be repealed than 
to be executed. For the right of intellectual 


freedom ought not to be violated, to prevent 
any occaſional inconvenience from the abufive 


. exerciſe of that right; the violation ifalways 


odious, and in the preſent inſtance would be 
very impolitiz.—Intolerance in the State, like 
perſecution in the Church, would difkorour 
and weaken what it was deſigned to ſupport 
The People cannot be compelled to love” the 
Conſlitutiun; that affeftion muſt be volunta y, 
or it will not be felt; and it can only be gene» 
rally felt, where happineſs is and ſe- 
curely enjoyed | During the miferies of the 
American Wat no ſymptom of diſaffeRioh to 
the Conſtitution appeared; and the bulk of the 
Engliſh Nation remains till fron gly attached to 
it. The Proſelytes to Republican notions are few 
at preſent, and inconfiderable : they probably 
would be increaſed in number by proſecution; 
but by impunity a wiſe forbearance will eſfectu- 
ally prevent any eventual danger from their ſpe- 


culations, provided the condition of the People 


be rendered more ar fv Prof renoncprert 
tion of their burthens, and their wiſhes be x 


fied by 4 timely correction of thoſe ab 
the Conſtitution which have been ſo juſtly — 
plained of. B. theſe means, and by theſe means 


alone, the growth of a great 3 
Party in this Country may be. prevented ; and 
thoſe 


- 
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thoſe ſeeds; of diſſention, which haye” been {@ 
widely diſſeminated, may be trampled under 
foot with. 2 and abhorrence, * A con. 
tented and ha py People. 
To the mo! f Friends of Public Free 
dom in this Country, the counſel of Mr. Paine 


appears ill- timed, impracticable, undeſirable for 
England, and more likely to retard than to ac- 


celerate the recovery ot our juſt rights; and the 
moſt judicious Supporters of French, Liberty 

deem his advice not leſs unſeaſonable for — 
where it js fitted to obſtruct the ſettlement of 


the Country and to prevent the ſecure. enjoy- 


ment of Liberty, under that free Conſtitution 
which the National Aſſembly, with ſo. much 


difficulty: and hazard, and by ſuch uncommon 


exertions of public ſpirit and political wiſdom, 


had achieved for the French nation. 


If, therefore, Dr. Price had concurred with 
Mr. Paine. i in his wild prqject for the univerſal 
eſtabliſhment of. Republican Forms of Govern- 


ment; if he had afferted with him, that the 
Engliſh Nation has NO. CONSTITUTION, and 


had proppſed an attempt not to xeſtore but to 
ſubvert what we call our Conſtitution, chat, af. 


ter the example of America, a NEW. Republic 
might be built on the. W of our ancient 


Form of Government: I mult frankly own his 


character would have been 18 and his 
memory unhonoured by me, I ſhould not have 


queſtioned bis proud integrity ; I ſhould 4 
thou 
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thought him unconſcious of the miſchief aud 
miſery he was prototing; 1 ſhould have con- 
idered him an honeſt Enthuſfaſt, whoſe imagi- 
nation had been heated by the contemplation 
of great Revolutions; as that of Mr. Paine may 
have been inflamed with extraordinary fervor, 
by his having been zn actor in the Revolutibit 
of America. But 1 am aware that an honeſt 
Enthuſiaſt may be a dangerous Politician ; that 
he may propoſe projects replete wit miſchief- 
and ruin, and equally farat to himſelf and to his 
followers ; to the Community, and to the Cauſe 
of Liberty, which he means to ferve. 7 
But Dr. Price was à Patriot of à different 
daſs; though perfectly diſintereſted, he was not 
an enthuſtaſtic 'Politician ;' though active and 
public-ſpirited; he was cool'and rational; though 
ſrongly attached to Liberty, he was prudent; and 
eautious to avoid unneceſſary danger, — not to 
himſelf, but to the Public.” When he confidered 
the ſtate of England, he beheld an excellent Con-' 
ſtitution diſgraced by corruptiotis of every ſort; 
but he ſaw too; that ſomerhing more was left to 
the People than the bare Aight 10 peririon th Le- 
tilatire ; that the mals of the Community was 
yet untainted by Corruption, and teuloùs for 
Liberty; that in xpaily diſtricts the juſt power of 
the Conſtituent „to controul their Repre- 
ſentati ves, was ſtill preferved entire; while ſome 
of the Peers, and many even of thoſe Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, whoſe title to fit in 
|  H2 that 
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that Aﬀſembly is uncanſtitutiona}, dea 
ous zeal” to deſtroy abuſe and | 
| and reſtore to the People their ancient Conkita- 
tional Right. In theſe circumſtances, - be faw, 
Vith other Friends to Reformation, no reaſot 


tp deſpair that a reſtoration of our ancient right 


of à full and fair Repreſentation, with triennial 
or even annual elections, might be gradually re. 
covered for the nation by legal and paciſic means. 
A Ag on the one hand, therefore, he ſcorned 
meanly to cheat his Countrymen by adulating 
their prejudices, concẽaling the faulty and abuſes 
of the Conſtitution, and endeavouring to lull 
them into a falſe ſecurity; that would have been 
fatal to their freedom; ſo on the other hand, 
perceiving that no neceſſity for great hazards 
exiſted ʒ that the alternative offered to us was, 
not what was preſented to the French and Ame- 
rican· Nations, whether Slavery or a Ne Con- 
ſtitution was to be choſen; but whether 2 Civil 
War, for the chance of 2a Republic, was to be 
preferred to the gradual. melioration. of our 
mixed form af Government by peaceful means; 
he wiſely preferred ſafe / and /progrefive im- 
provement ae event of n but 
lame Revolution. 
And. when the — l 
formation of the Conſtitution, were unfortu· 


nately. divided into two diſtinct -parties, one 


of vhich adopted that more moderate plan of 


nr OTE Mr. Fitt afterwards en. 
5 deavoured 
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particularly by the general Body of the Diſſent. 
ers, with whom Pr. Price, on this occaſion; cer - 
tainly concurred in ſentiment, was their convic- 
tion, that the principles of our limited Monarchy 
were endangered and ought to be fupported.' 
It is unreaſonable, it is unjuſt, to condemn'ſuch' 
Men as diſloyal Citizens, from a detached phraſe 
in a ſpeculative Work, from an accidental ex. 
preſſion of fervor at a convivial Meeting, againſt 
the teſtimony of their general conduct, and mary 
practical proofs of their fincere and ſettled wiſh, 
not to ſabvert but to reſtore the Conſtitution. © 

Confidered by this candid rule, Which is almoſt 
always the reaſonable and the juſt rule of Judg- 
ment, the conduct of Dr. Price reſpecting the 
Revolution in France is free from objection. 
His exultation on the eſtabliſnment of French 
Liberty, was expreſſed in unifon with the general 
joy of his Countrymen; who without any in- 
vidious reference to the Conſtitution of England, 
or any 'wiſh to adopt the peculiarities of the 
New Conſtitution of France, rejoiced with him 
that the millions of men who had been Slaves 
in that Country, had regained THEIR NAT U. 
RAL RIGHT TO BE FREE. And ſurely it 
is no extravagant compkment to his Political 
Judgment, to believe that aſthoughi he approved 
the full Repreſentation of the People in à ſingle 
Chamber in that Country; in which 11g heredi- 


tary Chamber of Nobles ever had been known; 


yet he totally difapproved any — to —_ 
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that example in England; where an — 
Peerage has been eſtabliſhed from a yepy cariy 
period of ur Government ;, and where it is 
ſufficiently evident that in the preſent circums 


ſtances of the Country, ſuch a change in our 
Legillature would be. at once mp von. and 


And with reſpect to che chu Republic, 


he may have thought very conſiſtently that it 
was a Form of Government admirably adapted 


to the circumſtances of that Country 'at the 


time when the Revolution was effected, and yet 
very unfit, to be introduced in this Country, 
which is in many important reſpects circum · 
ſtanced in a manner that is widely different, 
He may have contemplated with pleaſure that 


equality in the diſtribution, of property which 


has happily taken place in America, and the con- 
ſequent equality of ranks and privileges which 
the Citizens there enjoy; he may have expreſſed 
a mixed ſurpriſe and approbation of the. humble 


port of Government in that Country, and the 


cheap expence at which it is ſupported, when 
compared with the laſty and expenſive gran · 


deur of our European Courts; and yet on conſi- 


dering his general conduct, no reaſon may be 
found to doubt that he approved the Monar- 


chical part of our Government; and even ap- 


plauded the conduct of the other great and en- 


lightened Nation of. Europe, when with con - 


ſummate nen the moment ren 
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- But Dr. Price deemed eg condieiia of the | 


Citizens ef Atterica preferable to that of the 
ſubjects of Great-Britain, And who that is 3 
capable judge will deny it? By the generous 
treatment of Great Britain for ages before the 
' unhappy quarrel, the inhabitants of America had 
deen enabled to place themſelves in a ſituation 
more fortunate perhaps than that of any other 
Nation in the World. They now enjoy the be- 
nefits of Civilized Society, without its corrup- 
tions; they have the advantage of an equal 
diſtribution of property, without the uſual Li. 
cence and tumult of Democratic States: for a po- 
pulation increaſing with a rapidity unprece- 
dented in any other Country they have an extent 
of territory amply adequate for ages to come; 


almoſt totally exempt from taxes they ſupport, 


their Government with the frugality of a little 
Swiſs Republic, and yet have acquired the weight 
and conſequence of a conſiderable State, ſoon 
to rank on a footing. of equality with the firſt 
Empires in the World. But could Britain attain 
that enviable degree of happineſs, merely by 
- adopting the Ametiean Form of Government? 
No, certainly: Were this adoption practicable, 
which undoubtedly it is not, yet unleſs a fimb 
larity in all the other cireumſtances could be ob- 
tained, a ſimilar Form of Government would not 
confer equal happineſs; „ 


r am a oc .c. 
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dle that it would create greater inconvenjentes 


than thoſe which are at preſent complained of. 
But though this probably was the opinion of 
Dr. Price, yet, when he ſurveyed the different 
circumſtances in each Country, and the different 
Governments correſponding with theſe circum- 
ances which had been eſtabliſhed in America 
and Britain, and compared the degree of felicity, 
which, under theſe diffimilar Inſtitutions, was 
enjoyed in each Community reſpedtively, he e 
weighed their merits with the impartiality of 
2 Philoſopher, ànd gave ſuperior praiſe where 
ſuperior happineſs was found to be produced. 
Is this a liberty of ſpeculation not to be endured 
in England? It is not a greater liberty than has 
been allowed in France, before the Revolution, 
under a Government then thought leſs indul. 
gent than our own. 

The Accuſer of Price extols, with juſtice, the 
political writings of Montefquieu ; and cites, 
with peculiar applauſe, his enthuſiaſtic praiſes af 
the Conſtitution of England. And yet let me 
aſk, by what ſlaviſh adherent of Deſpotiſm, in 
France, has Monteſquieu been cenſured, for this 
partiality to our limited Monarchy, as an evil 
ſubject, and diſaffected to that abſolute Govern- 
ment under which he dared to avow theſe ge- 
nerous ſentFnents? Or what good reaſon can 
be given, why the venerable Price ſhould not 
be treated with equal candour and reſpect as. 
Monteſquiew himſelf ? What has the Engliſh Di- 
I vine 
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of thoſe true Patriots, Who have laboured at 
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vine done, more than, the French. Lawyer, for 
which he ought to be degraded. from the daſs 


once to promote the liberties; and to preſerve 
the peace of their Country? Monteſquieu ſaw 
that the introduction of Political Liberty into 
France, in his time, was impoſſible. He ſub- 
mitted to the mild and mitigated Deſpotiſm 
of Louis XV. but he taught his Countrymen 
thoſe leſſons of Public Freedom and Happineſs, 
which gradually prepared them, in the next 


age, to overthrow their deſpotic Government, 


and to eſtabliſh a ſyſtem of Political. Liberty 
under a limited Monarch. Price ſaw the hap. 
pier ſtate of Mankind in thoſe Countries, where 
ſimple manners and a general equality of pro- | 
perty admitted a Republican Form of Govern- N 
ment; but he knew that, in his time, the Eſta- t 
bliſhment of a Republic-in England was im- 
practicable, that it was a mode of Government I 
unſuitable to the very unequal diſtribution of our 
property, contrary to the general ſentiments of 
the nation, and W-adapted to conduct the politi- 
cal buſineſs of our widely extended Empire. In 
theſe circumſtances he did what a wiſe and good 
Man ought to have done; he owned the ſupe- 
rior happineſs enjoyed under the more popular 
and leſs expenſive Government of America; 
but he zealouſly promoted that moderate cor- 
xection of abuſes, in the frame and duration of 
our Parlizments, which alone can prevent future 

| convulſions 
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con vulſions in England, and perpotuate our Ee. 
ſent form of Kmited Monarchy. | 

In his preface to the Spirit of Laws, Monteſ. 

quieu ſays, Plato thanked Heaven that he was. 
born in the ſame age with Socrates; and I thank 
Heaven that I was born a fubje& of the Govern- 
ment of France.“ Dr. Price might have adopt- 
ed ſimilar language in England : He did more; 
he ated up to the ſentiment which it expreſſes. 
In the year 1780, he was invited by the Congreſs 
to go over to America; he was requeſted to ac- 
cept a principal Office in the State, and to lend 
his aſſiſtance in the eſtabliſhment of a new ſyſtem 
of Finance, to ſupport the Government of the 

United States; yet, thus honourably requeſted 
to become a Citizen, and in- ſome meaſure the 
Legiſlator of the American Republic, he refuſed 
to quit his native Country, and determined 
to live and die a fubje& of the Monarchy of 
England. 

Whence then, it may be aſked, has 83 
that torrent of foul reproach, which has been 
poured on the head of this amiable and diſin- 
tereſted Reformer, and on whole Societies of 
Men with whom he had united in the generous 
purſuit of Political Reformation. What could 
provoke ſuch fierce animoſity, ſuch inſatiable 
malevolence ; far exceeding the utmoſt rancour 
of oppoſition, which the Aſſociations experienced 
during the period of their greateſt activity? Per- 
ſonal enmity, diſappointed ambition, the loſs of 
I 2 popularity, 
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8 and the deſpair to recover it, each af 
theſe circumſtances may have prompted a mind 
naturally irritable, to an attack on a diſtin. 
guiſhed Leader of the Popular Party; whoſe 
principles Mr. Burke certainly never approved, 
and by whoſe oppoſition his ſcheme of power 
had been not long before defeated. But ſome- 
what more than theſe combined cauſes ſeems 
Kill to be wanting to account for theſe extreme 
hoſtilities. 

After Mr. Pitt's motion, in the year 178 55 to 
amend the Repreſentation of the People in Par. 
liament, had been rejected by the joint efforts of 
the Ariſtocracy, they ſeem to have thought the 
danger which had threatened their ill-acquired 
power in the Boroughs was at an end; that the 
People who had not ſupported with ſufficient 
vigour the attempt to reftore the Conſtitution, 
when the fatal effects of Corruption and Ariſto- 
cratical Uſurpation had been recently felt, would 
be lulled by the uſual effefts of Peace into a total 
neglect of their Conſtitutional Rights, till, by 
their continued acquieſcence, thoſe abuſes would 
be confirmed by a preſcriptive authority, which 
would continually gain new ſtrength, and which 
no future effort of the People would be able to 
overcome. | 

But in theſe flattering expectations the Ari- 
ſtocracy were much miſtaken. The Aſſociated 
Bodies, though unſucceſsful in 1785, were not 
diſpirited by their defeat, Their Principles of 

| | Reformation 
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Reformation had been adopted by a Miniſter 
who had obtained the confidence of his Country, 
and to whom the friends of the Aſſociation were 
juſtly attached with ꝓeculiar warmth. On theſe 
Principles, a comprehenſive plan for amending 
the ſyſtem of our Repreſentation had been 
formed and propoſed to Parliament, with every 
advantage which the zeal and eloquence of that 
Miniſter could beſtow. Repulſed as he was by 
the Commons, it was then evident that he had 
not wholly miſcarried. His plan was approved, 
though not adopted; it was allowed that it 
would form a much better ſyſtem of Repreſen- 
tation than the-preſent ; and though Parliament 


bad negatived the motion by a great majority, 


yet the meaſure appeared to be rather peliponed 
than rejected by the public. 


The popular Agents were not then ſtunned 
and aſtoniſhed by the blow they had received, 
they did not then deſpair of final ſucceſs. They 
knew their plan to be-moderate, they felt it ta 
be important, and they truſted, that a ſhort time 
would ſhow that the Rights and true Intereſts of 
the People were better underſtood ; that the ex- 
tent and danger of Election abuſes and Parlia- 
mentary Corruption were more clearly diſcern- 
ed; and the importance and neceſſity of a Public 
Reformation were more generally felt by the 
Community, And theſe expectations have not 
been wholly diſappointed. Since that period, 
the Aſſociations have been reinforced by the 

acceſſion 
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acceſſion of many public-ſpirited/and able men 
and new Aſſociations on ſimilar grounds bave 
been formed in different parts of the kingdom 
Even in this indolent time of Peace, the ſpirit 


of Reformation for ſome years has been mani. 


feſtly riſing; and if the popular Party ſhould 
fortunately add prudence equal to their increaſ. 
ing zeal, ſhould endeavour to profit by their 
paſt miſtakes, and avoid diviſions by firmly ad- 
hering to temperate propoſitions, it ſeems pro- 

bable that a ſubſtantial Reformation of Parlia- 


ment with every public bleſſing in its train may 


be accompliſhed ſoon, by pacific means, and in 
the regular courſe of Parliamentary buſineſs. 

It was impoſſible that a jealous Ariſtocracy 
could be inattentive ſpectators of this alteration 
in the mind of the Public. Undoubtedly, they 
have watched the progreſs of the ſpirit of Re. 
formation with much and increaſing anxiety. 
At firſt, their fears for thoſe abuſes in the Bo- 
roughs to which they owe their unconſtitutional 
power, were not excited in any great degree; but 
at the nearer approach of danger, their apprehen- 
ſions grew more ſerious; and what was averſion 
to the popular Cauſe before, was ſoon improved 
into keen and violent hatred, At laſt, the eſta- 


bliſhment of a Legiſlative Aſſembly in France 


on equitable principles of Repreſentation, the 
exultation expreſſed by the People here, on the 
ſucceſsful efforts which had been exerted to 


emancipate the French nation; and the appa- 
x rent 


ee 
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rent eaſe with which a tranſition might be made 
in this Country, from admiring their Form of 
Repreſentation to improving our own, theſe 
united circumſtances puſhed their panic to its 
preſent extremity. From that moment, their 
animoſity no longer has known any bounds of 
juſtice, moderation, or prudence ; the PEOPLE 
and their juſt Conſtitutional claims have been the 
conſtant objects of their unqualified fcorn and 
deriſion, their unmitigated abhorrence and exe- 
cration: and ſtill in each wild and moody change 
of temper, . theſe alternate exceſſes of rage and 


ridicule, of horror and-contempt, have been but | 


the varied expreſſions of their FEAR. 
But there was, method in their madneſs, and 
even their terror was not without art and cun- 
ning. It was well imagined, though the idea wants 
the merit of originality, that the ſpirit of Bigotry 
might be oppoſed with ſucceſs to the ſpirit 
of Liberty; ; and that an attack upon our Politi- 
cal Reformers ought to begin with the Diſſen - 
ters and to be chiefly pointed againſt them; not 
becauſe they are more vulnerable in any part of 
their Public conduct than their Aſſociates; but 
becauſe againſt them it would be eaſy to revive 


ancient jealouſies, which for ſome time had ap- 


peared, nearly extinct; to rouze the fears of 
Churchmen for the ſafety of the Biſhops, and the 
eſtabliſhed Religion; and hy inliſting that power- 
ful body of men againſt, the Promoters, of Poli- 
tical Reformation to ſecure for one age at leaſt, 

the 
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the defeat of their deſign. In the laſt century, 
a ſimilar experiment had been tried with con- 


|  fiderable ſucceſs, againſt the Government of 


King William. The Zealots of the Church were 
then taught to canfound an attachment to Li. 
berty, with averſion to the National Religion; 
to think the Church was in danger, becauſe 
Perſecution was in ſome degree reſtrained, and 
to plot the ruin of his Government, that the 
Proteſtant Religion might be ſafe under the 
Protection of the Catholic James.—In the next 
Reign near its doſe, the Hereditary Right of the 


Stuarts was maintained by the ſame Party, with 
a zeal which the Diſciples of Mr. Burke could 


hardly exceed, to prevent the ſucceſſion of the 
Hanoverian Family, and the ſuppoſed: unavoid- 
able conſequence of that event, the deſtruction 
of the Church of England.-And now, after ex- 
perience has repeatedly proved its folly and in- 
juſtice, the ancient cry has reſumed freſh powers 


of deluſion; the reaſon of the beſotted multitude 


is once more confounded; in the complete To- 
teration requeſted by Diſſenters, they foreſee the 
overthrow of the Church; in the growing ſpirit 
of Liberty, they dread hoſtility to Biſhops and 
their Articles, to the dignifyed ſolemnity of their 
Cathedral and the pious ſimplicity of their 
Parochial Worſhip. Their zeal is again excited 
for the ſuppreſſion of Liberty; and in their 
judgment, the fafety of our Religion depends 


on the continuance of a Septennial — 
an 
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and the preſervation of the little y tl ins 
red Boroughs-in Wiltfhire and 


The partial diſorders which fitted Frahrk, 
duting her ſtruggle for Freedom, and which 
are perhaps inſeparable from every great Revo- 
lution, were then it their height. To a Rhetq- 
rical Writer theſe calamities preſented àn ealy 
opportunity to dreſs up a ttalii of horrible 775 
toms, to a icht bis Readers; 5 and havin 

ſubdued theit tetrifyed imagitiations, he 1 105 
ind it no very difficult taſæ to confound in thelt 
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attack on the Reformers was ſxilfully choſen. 
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- at Birmingham the ſame horrid exceſſes, which 


- ſiſtence of their ancient Colleague, and refuted the 
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repeal of the Teſt AQ, the minds. of zealous 
Churchmen had been duly prepared to receive 
the intended impreſſion.—By this more vehe. 
ment Publication, the fears, the rage, and all the 
holy antipathies of our Zealots were increaſed 
to an extravagant degree ; the moſt odious 
chimerical ſuſpicions were widely ſpread 
received with implicit credulity ; the bigotry 5 
the great vulgar, and the ſmall, was thorou 
inflamed; and Intolerance was ſtimulat by 
the ſelf-vaunted Friend of Toleration, to repeat 


at the inſtigation of a wild Fanatic in 1780, had 
convulſed the Empire, and nearly conſumed the 
Capital. | 
But in a Country where free diſcuſſion is not | 
wholly prohibited, nothing that is contrary to 
truth and reaſon, nothing that is hoſtile to the 
general intereſts of the Nek can be per. | 
manently ſupported merely by rhetorical artifice, [ 
and eloquent miſrepreſentation. When Civil 5 
and Religious Liberty were thus attacked, their 
Friends were not wanting to their defence.—ln 
Parliament, Men connected with Ariſtocracy, N 
but in a noble independent way, ſtood forward ö 
with a zeal for Liberty which I believe to be 
genuine, and at that moment ſuperior to every 
Rae conſideration: they avowed their exul- 
ao with the People here, at the eſtabliſhment 
of Liberty in France; demonſtrated the incon- 


—__ doctrine which he vainly one) 
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to maintain. Out of Parliament, 2 ſucceſſion 


of able Writers, from every part of the King- 
dom, and almoſt of every denomination, Chu 


men, Difſenters, Reformers, and Men hd had 
not concurred in the meafures of Reformation, 
all haſtened to defend their Common Principles 


of Freedom. © Some of theſe Patriotic Writers 
were completely victorious, and overthrew the 


poſitions of their Antagonift with a very fupe- 


rior force of reaſon and true maſculine eloquence. 
Not one of them was wholly unfucceſsful in the 
combat, and unable to prove him erroneous in 
any important inſtance ; not one failed to pro- 
duce ſome example of groſs miſmformation, re- 
ſpeting the Revolution in France, or ſome miſ- 
ſtatement of facts and principles reſpecting the 
Revolution in England; ſome miſrepreſentation 
of the character and conduct of our preſent Re- 
formers, ſome doctrine ſubverſive of General 
Liberty, or contradictory to the true Principles 


of the Engliſh Conſtitution. By theſe united 


efforts to ſupport the Cauſe of Freedom, the 
authority of our modern Filmer has been re- 
duced to its proper level; and the impreſſion, 
which eloquent declamation had made in oppo- 
tion to facts and the true theory of Govern- 
ment, has been gradually worn off the Public 
Mind. Powerful as the writings of that Gen- 
tleman have been to rouſe and inflame the ma- 
lignant paſſions, they have been weak and un- 
ſucceſsful in the attempt to convince the judg- 
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ment. of-ratiqnal and diintereſted. Men; 
deciſio — 


whoſe decilion ultimately depends ini 

of ay whole Community. Already, th N 
N robation is followed by t general 
ſenle of the People, that the writings Helen 
were calculated to ftifle the Spirit of Liberty in 
England, and te perpetuate thoſe groſs Parlia. 
mentary. Abuſes, the neceffary conſequence. of 
which muſt be a CORRUPT SYSTEM OF 
GOVERNMENT, v which promotes the intereſt 
of: a FEW, and injures ar deſtroys. the hap- 
pineſs of MILLIONS ! but that their actual 
tendency. is to create that diſaſſectian which 
they haye failed to prove ; that riot and com- 
motion hays been their immediate eſfecis; and 
that, by having rouſed the fierce ſpirit of 
Revolution, it is to be. feared their eventual 
conſequence may be to Kluge hs land with 


blood. 
It therefore bebores. the ons who have 
long oppoſed eyery, reaſonable, propoſition, to 
correct thoſe abuſes of the, Conſtitution, under 
the frivolous pretence, that they, are INNOVA- 
TIONS, dangerous to the Peace. of the Country, 
to conſider, whether their continued perſe- 
verance in this policy, may not produce the 
convulſiong which every good Man would de: 
plore, but which the privileged Orders in the 
State. are. more peculiarly concerned, by every 
pſt and. prudent conceſſion to labour to. avert. 
| At preſent, it is evident, that it moderate e 
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of Reformation; conceded with a genercus frank- 


neſs by the Ariſtocracy would 'be- receives. by. 


the People with joy, and thankful fatisfaQion. 
Let the Septennial Bill be repeated; let the Re- 
preſentation of the People be amended on the. 
principles propoſed by Mr. Pitt, let the Right of, 
Suffrage be granted ta Copybulders, and Houſe- 
holders of a certain claſs, with effectual Regula- 
tions to diſcourage expence and tumult at elec- 
tions, and without the aid of Mr..Burke's Aſiatic 
eloquence to decry the NEW Conſtitutions of 
France and America, the adoption of ſimilar prin- 
ciples in England, would be for ages yet to come 


an impoſſible event. That this, prudent reſtitu- 


tion of the popular Rights would ſoon be fallawed* 
by the repeal, of the Leſt Laws, ſeems. moſt pro- 
bable ; and the eſtabliſhment of complete Tole- 
ration would certainly render ſome farther Re- 
formation in the Church unavoidable. But this 
correction of Eccleſiaſtical Abuſes would then be 
conducted. on the ſame principles of cautious 
wiſdom, and well-tempered 2 which ſtrongly 
recommend the plan of Political Improvements, 
which has been now mentioned, In. that caſe 
Theoretical perfection would neither be attained 
perhaps, in our Eccleſiaſtical Inſtitutions, nor in 
the Form of our Political Government; but, 
what would be practically much better would 
be effected; what would be more agreeable to 
the temper, and prejudices of the Community, 
more ſuitable to the ſtate of morals, and the 


| 
| 
| 
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diſtribution of property in the Country would 
be eſtabliſhed. | 

By theſe temperate plans for accompliſhing a 
Reformation of Parliament, for amending fe 
Forms and correcting abuſes in the Difcipline of 
the Church, with the Repeal of every Intolerant 
Statute which would be naturally connected with 
thoſe beneficial meaſures, the hazard of any great 
and violent Revolution in this Country would 
be avoided. The Nation would be happy in the 
ſecure poſſeſſion of Liberty, and in the eſtabliſh. 
ment of a Religion completely tolerant in its 
Spirit, and in its. forms at once rational and 
pious, yet calculated for the comprehenſion of 
good Men of many uneſſential diverſities of ſen. 
timent. The Diſſenters of every denomination 


would thus be relieved and conciliated; the 


Biſhops would recover the confidence of the 
Public; and the Parochial Clergy would acquire 
competence and private comfort ; the Nobles 
would retain the ſafe unenvyed 'poſleſſion of 
their conſtitutional privileges ; and the People 


would reſt ſatisfyed with the ſurrender of thoſe 


uſurpations on their Rights of Repreſentation, 
and Frequent Election which have ſo nearly 


ruined our happy Syſtem of Government. But 


ſhould the Nobility, who on other great Political 
queſtions have been uſually divided, continuę 
combined, though with ſome ſplendid exceptions, 


in their oppoſition to every equitable plan of 


Public Reformation, their miſtaken policy may 
too 


; 
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too probably produce the moſt pernicious, con- 
ſequences. Men robbed or cheated, of their 
Rights may be patient while a hope of redreſs 
remains by regular and pacific means; but when 
frequent denials of Juſtice have irritated, and 
driven them into deſperate Councils, they ſeldom 
will ſtop at the mere recovery of their Rights. 
The People may commence their ſtruggle on firm 
ground in defence of their ancient and un- 
doubted Liberties ; but in the heat and fury of 
the conflict, they may too probably be led far to 
exceed thoſe, limits. In ſuch unhappy conteſts, 
they naturally wiſh to diſable their antagoniſts, 
they too often ruſh on to retaliation and revenge. 
This was the unfortunate conſequence of com- 
motion in a former reign; hardſhip and cala- 
mity to the Many, with the deſtrudion of the 
molt reſpectable Orders in the State, were then 
the effect of a Civil War, which was provoked 


by the oppreſſive Government of Charles the 


Firſt, and in which the People originally en- 
ged with a view not to deſtroy but to protect 
and preſerve the, Conſtitution. | _ Di 
In the actual ſituation of the Country at this 
juncture, the dread of inſurrection, as a nearly 
approaching calamity, is ſurely a groundleſs ap- 
prehenſion. No concerted deſign to recover the 
loſt Rights of the People by force, and to retali- 
ate on the ruling Clafles can be thought poſſible 
at preſent; it muſt be allowed to be a viſionary 
or an affected fear. The Spirit of Revolution 
| has 


E „ 1 | 
has deen conjured up, indeed, by one-who no- 
not how to lay it; but it ſtalks through the land, 
preſenting a fearful and portentous appearance, 

gazed at and ſfrunned by the general maſs of the 
People. At this moment, the ſtate of the na. 
tion, reſpecting its Commerce and Public Reve- 


nue, is proſperous beyond its expectations, or its | 


hopes; general ſatisfaction is the apparent con- 
ſequence, and for ſome time that ſatisfaction may 
counter vail in the Public Mind, the ſenſe of 
danger to the Liberty of the Community. But 
let not this flow of unexpected proſperity lull 
our hereditary Rulers into a falſe ſecurity, which 
may be fatal to them and to the nation. To be 
fafe, they muſt be juſt z and to preſerve their 
Conſtitutional Privileges, they muſt confent to 
part with that power which they have gained 
in defiance of Law and the Conſtitution. The 
grievances complained of are great and undeti- 
able; they are felt as evils; they are reſented 
3 — and filent as the Collective Body of 

the Prople now are, and apparently to vulgar 
eyes neither very generally tior very anxiouſly 
folicitous for redreſs, yet the time may come, 
much ſooner, perhaps, that many may ima - 


gine, hen theit reſentment will be found truly | 


formidable. © © TIE 
Before the debt of the Public can be much 
reduced, and the load of thoſe taxes which bear 
hardeft on the bulk of the Community can be 
taken off, in any conſiderable degree, a grett 
European War may break out upon us; or — 
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the courſe: of our ſtruggle to depreſs. or: de- 
throne the Sultan of Myſore, our. Oriental 


Allies may deſert us; diſaſters may attend 
our Armies, the Carnatic may be- loſt, and 


Peace on any tolerable terms may be unattain - 


able. At Home, and in Ireland, many con- 
ceivable events, to which a more direct alluſion 
would be impruper, may contribute to increaſe. 
the danger and aggravate the diſcontent of the 
Nation. By misfortunes like theſe the ſunſhine. 


of our preſent ſituation. may be gradually, or 


ſuddenly clouded over ; and a ſtormy 


may ſucceed, in which the mild voice of mo- 


deration could not be heard. Aſtoniſhed by the 
fall of our national grandeur, impoveriſhed apa 


| loſs of credit, commerce, and landed rents, 


preſſed by an enormous load of taxes, and 

perated by the long. continued injuſtice of the ſu- 
perior powers, the Engliſh People would proba · 
bly then renew, but in 2 louder tone, thoſe ex- 
poſtulations with which the ear of Parliament has 
been ſo lately ſtunned; higher terms of Reforma- 


tion, though Kill within the verge of the Conſtitu - 


tion, would be expected the — —— of our an- 
cient Rightsof Annual Parliaments and Univerſal 
Suffrage would be demanded ; and ſhauld thoſe 
claims be refuſed by the Legiſlature, the diſcon- 
tent of the Public —— be ten fold increaſed.— 
Impatient from diſtreſs, enraged by this laſt in- 
jurious refuſal of their — ** and d urged on by 
the examples of France 
L 


would... 


RD ͤ ˙˙ . — ͤU—Tʃͤ ¾ Ü . ²—˙ ! ̃ Z ES — — 
2 —— —— — — — 


- — ¶¶ — — 


„ 

* — begin to extend their views of Reforma. 
n beyond the bounds of the Conſtitution; 
cher apud become leſs fearful of trying new 
and hazardous ſchemes of policy; the principles 
of the National Aſſembly, or of the American 
State, would gradually become the principles of 
2 majority of the People of England; and thus 
the perſevering injuſtice of the Ariſtoeracy would 
at laſt produce, in the Community, that difaffec- 
tion to the Conſtitution, which, without falſe- 
hood and calumny, cannot now be imputed to 
2 few Individuals. Again the mot reſpectable 
Orders in the State would be attacked by the 
People; again the abolition of the Upper Houſe 
of Parliament would be effected; and the Throne 
itfelf would be again fhaken or overturned: and 
after infinite hazards and calamities, perhaps, a 
NEW Republic, the beneficial effects of which 
may well be doubted, would be eſtabliſhed on 
the ruins of the Conftitution; in which no 
eſſential change is now meditated by the Popu- 
lar Party; or could be approved by wiſe and 
diſpaſſionate Men. But the influence and credit 
which ſuch perſons may now poſſeſs with the 
People, at that criſis would de loft; their pacific 
counſels would be over-ruled by the eagerneſs 
of impetuous Men, better-ſuited to the violence 
of that tempeſtudus ſeaſon; their intreaties to 
reſpect the privileges of the Nobles, or the juſt 
Frerogative of the Crown, would then be ſlighted 


by the Prople, us their folicitations to reſtore 5 
Rights 


— nw 


— 
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Rights of the People have hitherto heen difre- 

garded by the Nobles and the Cre um. 
Such, ãt is to be feared; would be — a 

of our national diſßentions, an e 

ſtoration of Popular be ſtill — ur 
denied; and thus, perhaps, a ſcene of confuſion 
would be commenced, the miſchieſs of iich wo 
power of numbers could calculate, ant nochuman 

wiſdom could then prevent. 'For'thepreſerva- 
tion ed evans Liberey and che from a jult 
rational Liberty and the happineſs of 
the 2 it is devontly to be wiſhed, 
that juſtice may be conceded before the hour 
ſhall arrive, hen fierce contention” to rechver 
the Rights of the Nation ſhall be unavoldable. 
Inſtead of hazarding their digniſied privileges 
and great conſtitutional rs to preſerve their 
encroachments on the Rights of Hlection, pru- 
dence and their intereſt; juſtly conſidered, ſeem 
to recommend to our great Patrieian Families 
and to the Crown to ſevure thoſe powers and 
rivileges, and the Conſtitution itſelf, by yield - 
ing 4 power unwarrantably gai deze che 
national reſentment be ely rouſtd, and 
moderate / conceffions' no longer would be ac- 
cepted with the grateful approbation of the 
Public. To our hereditary Ruters and to the 
Community, there is much in the coun- 
ſels of wild and enthuſiaſtic Men, whoſe writ- 
ings, however | oppoſite” they may be in their 
PR and' their ITY Have the 


ſame 
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conſequence of thoſe counſels may be in the 


on the principles of 2 fair and equitable accom. 
modation, may yet be ſecured, and the im. 
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fame ultimate tendency, by exciting extravi. 


gant demands on the one hand, and ſt 
no conceſſion on the other, to provoke diſcord 


and national confuſion. In the peculiar circum- 


ſtances of this Country, it is evident, that the 


higheſt degree calamitous. But by the patience 
and moderation of the People, and the juſtice 
and public ſpirit of the Nobles, and confiden- 
tial Adviſers of the Crown, general harmony, 


pending may be averted. 
That the ſuggeſtions of prudence, and the Kill 


higher conſiderations of juſtice and benevolence, 
may avail to prevent the miſeries of a Civil War, 


every good man muſt deeply imprecate. But 
ſhould other counſels unfortunately prevail, 


ſhould the Nobles, whether in oppoſition to the 
Crown, or in its confidence, | continue inſe- 


united to. ſupport the preſent depraved 
te of the Legiſlature; ſhould the Nation be 


finally provoked to feek redreſs from Commo- 
tion and a Revolution effected by force, in that 
- unhappy event, which none would more ſin- 
| ficerely deplore than they who have long been 


the Advocates of a temperate Reformation, 
thoſe perſons will at leaſt enjoy the conſcious ſa - 


tisfaction of having laboured to prevent confu- 
ſion, not by quenching the ſpirit of Liberty, not 
| by * abuſe and with every 


conſequent 


, torbe 


. — 35 


conſequent corruption, but by pointing the Seal 
of their Fellow-Citizens to its proper and neceſ- 
fary object, to the attainment of a juſt and mos 
derate correction of great Parliamentary Griev- 
ances, by thoſe ordetly and legal means which 
bur impaired Conſtitution ſtill affords; At that 
calamitous period, popular rage may be the in- 
ſtrument of ruin; but the true cauſe of the pub- 
lic miſery will be found in the pride, ambition, 
and ſelfiſh policy of our hereditary Rulers; and 
that obſtind&y; which refuſed to ſurrender the 
ſmalleſt particle of its uſurped power, will be 
condemned by an impartial poſterity, more than 
the violence of that national reſentment which 


puniſhed uſurpation with extreme ſeverity. 
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higher conſiderations of juſtice and benevolence, 
may avail to prevent the miſeries of a Civil War, 
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gant demands on the one hand, and 


and national confuſion. In the peculiar circum- 
ſtances of this Country, it is evident, that the 


conſequence of thoſe, counſels may be in the 
higheſt degree calamitous. But by the patience 


and moderation of the People, and the juſtice 
and public ſpirit of the Nobles, and conſiden- 


tial Adviſers of the Crown, general harmony, 
on the principles of 2 fair and cquitable accom- | 
. modation, may yet be ſecured, and the im. 


pending danger may be averted. | 
That the ſuggeſtions of prudence, and the Kill 


every good man mult deeply imprecate. But 


thou other counſels. unfortunately prevail, 


ſhould the Nobles, whether in oppoſition to the 


Crown, or in its confidence, continue inſe- 
parably united to ſupport the preſent depraved 
ſtate of the Legiſlature; ſhould the Nation be 
finally provoked to ſeek redreſs from Commo- 
tion and a Revolution effected by force, in that 
. unhappy event, which none would more ſin- 
ſicerely deplore than they who have long been 


the Advocates of -2 temperate Reformation, 
thoſe perſons will at leaſt enjoy the conſcious ſa 
tisfaction of having laboured to prevent confu- 
ſion, not by quenching the ſpirit of Liberty, not 


. abuſe and 3 with every 
| conſequent 
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conſequent corruption, but by pointing the ical 
of their Fellow. Citizens to its proper and neceſ- 
ſary object, to the attainment of a juſt and mos 
derate correction of great Parliamentary Griev- 
ances, by thoſe orderly and legal means which 
bur impaired Conſtitution ſtill affords; At that 
calamitous period, popular rage may be the in- 
ſtrument of ruin; but the true cauſe of the pub- 
lic miſery will be found in the pride, ambition, 
and ſelfiſh policy of our hereditary Rulers; and 
that obſtinacy; which refuſed to ſurrender the 
ſmalleſt particle of its uſurped power, will be 
condemned by an impartial poſterity, more than 
the violence of that national reſentment which 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Sour verbal Corrections have been made, and a few 
Sentences. have been added to this I. ET TEM, near the 
concluſion, ſince it was fent on the 10ch of February to 
Mr. Pirr. Theſe correftions and additions it is not 
neceſſary to point out particularly ;—it is ſufficient to 
appriſe the Reader that they have been made, but without 
eſſecting any material change in the argument of the 
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A LETTER, Oc. 


———— —  — m4 


Byxrox-HALL, Feb. 9, 1793. 


Sta, 


Have been induced, by the ekelig atten- 
tion of the Public to the ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary Reformation, to prepare for the preſs 
2 Collection of Political Papers relating to that 
ſubje& generally, but in a more particular man- 
ner reſpecting t 0 attempt made ſome years ago, 
by the County of Vork and other conſiderable 
Diſtricts, &c. to recover a more equal Repreſen- 
tation, and more frequent Elections to ſerve the 
Public in Parliament. The Reſolutions which 
were then paſſed by the Popular Aſſemblies on 
che very defective ſtate of our Repreſentation, 
contained principles on which a moderate, but 
ſubſtantial Reformation might have been ef. 
ſected; and when you generouſly undertook to 
offer to Parliament ſuch a temperate Plan as the 
ſenſe of the People, as far as it had been pre- 
nouſly declared, ſeemed to point out, it had 
| M 3 been 


their own” 
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been very happy for the Public, and not leſs ſa 


for our Hereditary Rulers, if that Plan had not 


rejected by the united oppofition of this 
reſpective Partizans. By the Regulations alluded 
to, the great majority of thaſe perſons who had 
complaingd to Parliament of groſs apuſes in the 
Repreſentation, would | have been completely 
gratified, becauſe the Regulations were, in fact, 
| ons improved by various 
modifications, which your ſuperior judgment 
had ſuggeſted, /. Already your Regulations, if 


+ then adopted, would have operated nearly ta 


the full extent propoſed, and would have ampu- 


tatcd, in the eaßieſt wangen, at the qption, of 


perſons concerned, many of the ſmalleſt, mo 
enal, or moſt dependent Boroughs, and tranſ: 
ferred, in an adequate degree, and in due pro. 
ortion, their 2 ranchiſes to the great 
S of the Kingdom, the Metropoli 
the Counties, and the great  Unrepreſent 


Towns. This was 2 mild, a moderate, and yet 


an effectual Syſtem of Reformation ; not ſuf. 
ficiently extenſive, perhaps, in the propoſed 
communication ef the Right of Suffrage,. but 
capable of receiving that extenſion | hereafter, 
without the leaſt derangement of the Syſtem then 
improved, by admitting decent Houſcholders to 
vote for Caunty Members; in the mean- time 
ſecuring a very important improvement in the 
Repreſentation of the People; arid yet not only 


avoiding the hazard of a Revolution at that 
moment, but preventing almoſt the a 


6 1 
of futh a fearful event in every future period of 
time. With this conviction of the great utilit 


of pre Plau, and with every e ſentim 
grateful reſpect for your ex s to promote 


— che popular agents deſiſted for | de e to 
preſs the ſubfect again on Parlament, or on th 


public mind. They delifted, well fatisfied with 
your plan, and your conduct in the eee 
of it, and felying" on your fincere and zealous 
attachment to their cauſe, they wilhed for no 
other advocate, they looked for no greater con- 


ceſſions, they aimed only to renew their ſult 


by your means, and upon the very fame rerttg. 
when the fit moment ſhould arrive. 


But ſince that period, Tee 1225 = 
t in ſeyeral 


laſt year, it is evident, 
reſpects a material change of ſentiment * — 
place, and it is not improbable that fom 
thoſe perfons who triumphed on the gan 
of your Plan in 1785, would now 

adopred by Parliament, if at the ſatne 5 
ancient attachment of the People to the Conſti. 
tution of England could be univerſally teſtored. 


Various cauſes have combitied to ſpu the minds 
of 4 conſiderable portion of the people, and ba | 


prepare them' for bolder, more decifiy 

more hazardous Schemes of Reforriatian, ome 
of the men alluded to, conſider the former advo· 
cate of their cauſe with diſtruſt, and abandon. 
his temiperate Plan, for the broad principle 
Univerſal Suffrage adopted by the. Duke of Rich- 


mond; "while others avow their partiality fora 
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Republican Scheme of Government, n 
ſecond Revolution of France, and would adopt 

principles of it at every public and perſonal 
To: 8 many of the middle 
Fla of life appear to þglang ; and very fem 

poſſeſs great conſideration in the country, 
i ravk, fartyne, or talents, ſeem tohave 


themſelves at their head. But it is evident 
is a tape to violent change, which, tho* _ 

to no great extent at ans" is yet a 
Duets which deſerves the moſt. ſerious 
+ conſideration. . That this enthuſſaſtic zeal for a 
total, or avery great and dangerpus change in the 
— of our Legiſlatpre, may be checked by 
ae of authority, ſtraining every 
and military power to ſuppreſs diſcuſ. 
fon and beat down the free Spirit of the People; 
this may be the wiſh of . Bugxs and his 
Diſciples, but it cannot, I hope, be yours. Every 
man of humanity muſt with to preveꝑt diſcord 
and confpſion by lenient means; every prudent lo- 
ver of Li muſt wiſh to p eſerye theConſtitu. 
tipn, naten ken; external violence and the wild 
2 of Republican Innovators, but from the 
gers of internal injury, from thoſe more ſub- 
the and more formidable Enemies of the Conſti- 
tution, who, availing themſelves of the preſent 
national fervour of Loyalty, would brand with 
infamy every man who dares to point qut abuſes 
and expreſs his wiſh for. their correction, even 
en your temperate principles; without which 
it is plain, that at no IT 
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abe will have become incorrigible, and the 

Conſtitution itſelf will be virtually annihilated. 
There never has been a time, in my coucep- 
tion, when it more behoved the true Friends of 
the Conſtitution to advance, but with due tem- 
per and caution, in that middle courſe by which 
the dangerous extremes of the .raſh Leveller 
and the unprincipled Supporter of every abuſe 

may beſt be avoided. Entertaining theſe ſenti - 

ments, I deprecate a Foreign War as evidently 
tending. on the one hand to increaſe the danger 
of Anarchy and a forcible Revolution, and on 
the other of Arbitrary Power and the loſs 'of 
Popular Rights; apd I wiſh to recommend to 
the Great a lenient and conciliatory diſpoſition, 
to the People a firm purpoſe to vindicate their 
Rights in a temperate way, and with as little 
variation from your propoſitions as juſtice and 
the exiſting circumſtances will permit.—For, 
that your propoſitjans of Reform ought to be 
ſtrictly adhered to, and would alone be com- 
plet2iy ſatisfactory to the Public at this time, 1 

cannot venture to afſyre. you; but with two ad · 
ditions which accord with the principles of your 

5 ſyſtem i in the one caſe, and with thoſe of juſtice 
in the other, I do believe they would be fully ap. - 
proved and permanently acquieſced in by the 
People. . The additions, I allude to, are, that 
the Vnrepreſented Honſeholders in E 
contributing to Parochial Taxes, be allowed to 
rote in the County Elections; and that Elections 


| 38 ] 
in Scotland be placed as nearly as poſfible on 


fimilar footing with thoſe in England. It was 
one principal merit of your Plan, and the merit 
of it was entirely your own, that it provided 
againft any inconvenience from the Ine. 
quality which might ariſe afreſh in the Repreſen · 
ration, from the future growth of great Unrepre- 
ſented Towns and the decay of thoſe which are 
repreſented, by ſ g the manner in which, 
when ſuch inſtance af Inequality ſhould occur, 
the Right of Repreſentationſhould be transferred 
from the Depopulated Borough to the greatUnre-' 
pteſented Town, By this proviſion the neceſſity 
of any future Syſtematical Reform in the Frame 
of the Houſe of Commons would have been pres 
chuded by your propoſitions: And at this mo- 
ment, were your plan of Reformation adopted, 
with the additional propaſitions which TI have” 
here ſuggeſted, thoſe improvements would 
remove every material abuſe in the Repre- 
ſontation of the People, Mence their juſt and 
| zeneral complaint, and at the ſame time place 
| an inſuperable barrier to defend the Conſtitu- 
tion, and to ſtop the career of Republican In. 
novation. This, which may juſtly be deemed a 
great and peculiar advantage of your Syſtem of 
Reformation, has been undervalued, becauſe it 
has been little underſtood by the ſuperior claſſes. 
The fears of Ariſtocratical Men have been 
wrought up to an extravagant pitch by the 
wild eloquence of the Enemy of Popular Rights. 
He hay taught them. to de that their only 
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in the conftant | 

to coheede the ſmalleſt particle of the redteſi 
eraved by the ; that if a ſingle ronceſſion 
be made, iſ a fingle decayed pin in the Frame of 
Purliatnent be removed, it would open the d 
to the utmoſt latitude af change, and the facriz 
F 
Depopulated Borough, would lead, 3 
and inevitable neceflity;; to all the 
and Horrors of 4 Neighbouring Kingdom. But 
were your Plan / more plainly unfolded to their 
tyes, were it made matifeſt to them that it pro- 
poſed to be, and undoubtedly would de à final 
irrangement of the Popular Repreſentation; 
their fears it, may be hoped, would be diſmiſſed. 
A Noble Duke might then, with fatisfaction; 
apply to your Syſtem of Reform, the opinion 
which I belitve be exprefſed of the extenſion 
of the Right of Suſfrage propoſed in Scotland 
by a reſpeQable Baronet, f whom I conſider as 
one of the trueſt Patriots of that Country: 
„This Lapprove, this is gaod as far as it goes; 
and we fee ho far it is to go. Be that as it 
may, I hope the Publication in queſtion may 
tend, in ſome degree, to remove the miſcon · 
ceptions and abate the prejudices of the power- 
ful Few; and at the ſame time to check the 

ogreſs of Revolutionary Principles in the 
— by preſenting a detailed accqunt of the 
NG, progreſs, and termination of IR 

Fe: | "© Fe Dube or Portal. 
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iſe ; a view of the difficulties encountered 
in the courſe of the ſtruggle, moſt part of which 
remain to be encountered again, with a diſplay 
ä gained for the Public by re- 
gular and means, and à more full ſtate, 
ment, than has yet been publiſhed, of the im- 
portant improvements propoſed by your Syſtem 
of Reform; which, though loſt by the diſunion 
of the People at one period, and their languor 
at another, may now be carried by the renewal of 
their united efforts, by exertions worthy af virtu. 
- ous and benevolent men, by toils without hazard 
to private Individuals, without inconvenience 
to the Public ; the fruits of which no Political 
Arithmetic: could juſtly calculate, on an eſti- 
— calamities prevented by it, 
and the immenſe advantages procured to the 
Conſtitution, and to the Public, to this Age, and 
to Poſterity. Theſe are views which, Lflatter my. 
ſelf, you do not, cannot diſapprove; and under 
this impreſſion, I beg leave to inform you, that 
I think the Publication of ſome of the Letters 
and other Papers which 1 have had the honour 
to receive from you, relating to the ſubject of 
Political Reformation, particularly a Paper — 
titled, Heads of a Bill or Bills for 
Repreſentation, would be of the . 
tance to promote the end ; and, if you 
have no objection to their 1 will in- 
fert them in this Collection. If you ſhould diſ- 
like the appearance of theſe Papers at this time, 
they certainly ſhall be ſuppreſſed on the preſent 
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occaſion. But to deſlroy them, or to engage my 
promiſe for their entire and perpetual ſuppreſ- 
ſion, is what I do not perceive to be neceffary. 
They are Papers of great importance to the Pub- 
lic; and, in certain conceivable citcumftances, 
| ſhould think myſelf bound, by the ſtrongeſt 
obligation of Public Duty, to produce them, 
even although your conſent could hot poſſibly 
be obtained. * 

And now, Sir, having ſtated fully my imme: 
diate inducement for troubling you with this 
Letter, I ſhould naturally think it proper, in 
other and happier times, to cloſe my letter here. 
But when I conſider the more than critical ſitu- 
ation of the Country, when I tecolle& the con- 
fidential intercourſe which has paſſed betweeti 
us, and reflect that 1 am indebted for the honour 
of thoſe communications to the previous truſt _ 
tepoſed in me, by a very conſiderable Body of 
Gentlemen, who knew my principles and ap- 
proved my conduct, and who' themſelves poſ- 
ſeſſed a large ſhare of national eſteem and con 
fidence for their truly patriotic exertions ; I feel 
it to be a duty to ybu, and to tnyfelf, to them, 
and to the Public, not to conceal from you my 
ſentiments on ſome late Tranfa&tions and my rea- 
ſons for earneſtly deprecating the impending rup- 
ture with France, on any of thoſe grounds which 
have been tated, or thoſe undeclared views 
which may be conceived to operate on the mind 
of Parliament and of the Cabinet. And though F 
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Individual can baye much weight in your mind 


At a moment like this, when the reſolution for 


Hoſtilities ſeems to be fixed, and the terrible 
Machine of War is juſt ready to roll on; yet, 
conſidering I can with truth aſſure you that they 
are the decided opinions alſo of many of your 
beſt and moſt diſintereſted Friends, I cannot 
ſuppoſe that this frank, but not unfriendly, re: 
preſentation will be wholly uſeleſs to the Public, 
and unavailing either to incline you to preſerve 
the Pacific Syſtem to which we owe the preſent 
boaſted proſperity of the Country; or, if that 
be now hopeleſs, to incline you, as ſoon as poſ- 
fable, to return to it; and I heartily wiſh it may 
be of any avail to recommend lenient meaſures 
alſo in our Internal Affairs; without which, par: 
ticularly without ſome conceſſion in favour of 
Popular Rights, I fear it will not be poſſible for 
any human prudence long to prevent ſome very 
calamitous eruption, 

I now proceed to repreſent to you my reaſons 
for diſapproving one part of your conduct as a 
Member of Parliament, individually; and ſeveral 
parts of it as a Miniſter, connected with the 
other Members of the Cabinet; eſpecially regard- 
ing the preſent unhappydiſpute with France: but 
not without this previous aſſurance, that I per · 


form this taſk with pain and reluctance, and for 
many, many inſtances of your former conduct, 


Ibave a thouſand times fincerely applauded you, 
and ill think you deſerved applauſſG. 
be it of your individual conduct as 4 


c 


C 
Member of Parliament, to which I alluded above, 
is your Declaration of Hoſtility to Mr. Grey's 
future Motion, when he gave notice in the laſt 
Seſſion of his intention to agitate afreſh the ſub- 
jet of Parliamentary Reformation. I own, Sir, 
this was to me a moſt mortifying diſappointment. 
I had before underſtood, that whenever the Pro- 
ple manifeſted any ſtronger and more earneſt de- 
fire than was diſplayed in 17895, that à Reform 
of Parliament ſhould take place, you would 
gladly ſtand forward again to promote it; and, 
connected with this reſolution, I approved your 
forbearing to renew your Motion, and, in fat, 
to degrade the Public Cauſe, by expoſing it, un- 
ſupported by the Ppblic Voice, to certain and 
repeated defeat. For this reaſon, when Mr. Flood 
- propoſed his Motion on the ſame ſubject in 1790, 
and you declined to ſupport it, your conduct 
appeared to me juſtifiable, Mr, Flood propoſed, 
at that time, to extend the Right of Suffrage to 
certain Claſſes of Houſeholders ; this ſeems z 
meaſure perfectly proper, though his idea of 
giving theſe Houſeholders a ſeparate Body of 
Repreſentatives, is liable, I think, to inſuperable 
objections; but though he ſupported his pro- 
poſitions with great force of argument and 
manly eloquetice, yet, when you objected the 
indiſpoſition of the People to the Meaſure, and 
its conſequent unſeaſonableneſs at that time, the 
trath of your obſervation could not be denied, 
nor could you be juſtly blamed for not cancur» 
ing in that propoſal... But, in the 2 
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bk two years, the diſpoſition and ſentiments of 


the Public had undergone a material change: 
A ſtrong tendency to Reformation was viſible in 
many parts of the Kingdom, when MF. Grey 
gave notice of his intended Motion: Had you 
remained filent, you would have been blame. 
leſs; had you declared your adherence to your 
former ideas of Political Reformation, and your 
readineſs to promote that neceſſary wbrk, when- 

ever the ſenſe of the Nation was ſufficiently de- 
Send in its favour, you would have acted, I 
think, conſiſtently with your profeffed opinions 
and your former conduct, you would have given 
a friendly countenance to this laudable enter. 
prize, you would have preſerved your credit 
and influence with the whole Body of Re- 
formers, and would have had it in your powet 
to model the intended propoſitions, in a great 
meaſure; according to your judgment, and to 


have effected, what every prudent Friend to the 


Conſtitution wiſhes to ſee, a terhperate correc- 

tion of its abuſes, beneficial for the advantages 

which would immediately reſult from it; and 

doubly valuable for the wiſchſefs it would be 
certain to prevent. 

In vindication of your abuſcxinced en 

it may be pleadedl, that the Time was unfit; that 


is, in the year 1790, it was improper to attempt a 
Reformation of Parliament, becauſe the 3 


were indifferent to it; and in the year 1792, of 
1793, it is improper, becauſe they are become 
too earneſt to obtain it. From this! fimple 
Katement, 
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ſtatement, how pnbecoming your character muſt 
this uſe appear, ſhould any of your impru- 
dent Partizans unwarily advance it? How fu- 
tile, how ludicrouſly abſurd muſt i it appear when 
conlidered in connection with the conduct of 
Government i in Ireland, where it ĩs underſtood 
that cohceſſigns,..: as ample as any contended for 
here, haye been, or will be, made at the expreſs 
recommendation of, Government, and gt a lime 
when it, is, notorious, that the claims of 

People of Ireland. have neither been les exten- 
ſive, nor their conduct more regular, than the 
conduct and claims of the People of Great 


Britain n, my, judgment, the intended. con- 
ceſſiong there are prudent and proper z- it is ne- 
ver an pHhit time to do National Juſtice, n offs 


wiſe to content great rern of. <0. : 
But abuſes, exiſt, here) as eland; and 

— Pon are 25 binding on 
this fide of the channel 28 on that; Why, there- 
fore, is tho time objected to 185 Wben con- 
ſiderabla poxtions of the. Englih, or or any 
People complain of abuſes. which cannot be de- 
nied, che earlleſt period is the beſt and ſafeſt to 


put an end to their exiſtence. 


But the fair truth may bo that, on the « occa- 


ow alluded; to, you were taken by.ſurpriſe, and 
laving been long in hahits of controverſy with 
the Honourable Member, you ſomewhat incon- 
ſiderately treated: the great National Queſtion, 
of which he had given notice, as a mere Oppo- 


buen Queſtionq iNi-that had. been been the caſe, and 


— 266 J 
if your Opponent had brought forward 
Motion, merely with the unworthy es 
embarraſs x Miniſter whom he diſlikes, 
yore be 2 greater triumph to him, than 
| t inconſiſtency of your conduct. 
ur 1 fe no reaſon to doubt, that your op- 
ponent ated from the ſame generous motives 45 
yourſelf, when you repeatedly declared to Par. 
 Hament that without ſome Reformition' there, 
"the Rights and Liberty of the Nation could not 
be fafe ; And be and every rational Friend to 
the Conſtitution would undoubtedly: rejoice to 
find, that on mature confideration you had re- 
ſolved to alter your conduct and ſupport his Mo- 
tion. To form and execute this purpoſe would 
de an act of reſolute virtue, which! acknowledge 
| ought to be expected from few perſons living; 
but you have before diſplayed the 
publicly to confeſs an error :; and in the opinion 
e men, 2 
ö n being many times in the right. On 
the rg wer queſtion ſimilar condu@ would do 
your character additional honor; it would be a 
ſignal inſtance of your ſuperiority to the little 
paſſions of little minds j it would be a proof uf 
patriotiſm for which you would have che molt 


mould be complete, and in every point 
vulnerable. 3 on confidering' the meaſute: 
af the Cabinet for che laſt ten | 
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tary Reformation, however pacific however 


hr it may have beent And the Aſſociations which 
have been the immediate c L of ſame 
of theſe meaſures, and which h 

themſelves ö 


Grand Jpries of the Kingdom, if fi to pro- 
Government nor oppoſed by the ſenſe and. ſpirit 
of the Public; what would they leave us that 1s 
either ſweetly, foyer my | 3 
or N and x LQOns 
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Public. ſpirited 5 It was propoſed, I believe 
by Mr. Bürke to Mr. Fox, about the beginn 
vf theſe diſputes that he would join with him, 
70 frown drwn' the dbetrinet of Liberty.” On confi: 
dering the tendency of theſe meaſufes's candit 
man might be tempted to fuppoſe that the pro. 
pot fal, tö which Mr. Fox "gave agenetous re- 
fat, had been accepted by the Cabinet But 
Whatever was the intention of the Uäbitßet, the 
tendenty öf their internal meaſures” has been 
exif ſuitable to the wilt of Mr. Burke; and 
His political Diſciple, vd could prefer theflaviſh 


Yahts and the flattery of his Maſtery to the 


friendſhip and manlyfreedom of Mr/Fox:” But 


though I reprobite the tendeney — 


theſe meaſures, and tie dangerous abuſes which 
already have been produced by others, yet I am 
ready to admit that che times are truly eim. 
barraſſing to Miniſters, that on tlie one hand the 
Great are unwilling to concede, while on the 


' other band à fpirit of diſcontent Has e 
ferment in the great body of the- Natzof; and 
there re” that faults great as "theſe may be ex- 


"cuſed in Miniſters fincerely labeuring to pre. 


ſervt Public tranquillity. For the good per- 


formed they deſerve credit j for the evils, 
which may be the accidental concomitants, 
"rhey may, Within Cettsin boundu, deſerve fot- 
* givenefs. © But if this is a valid ples for chat 


L * Tuccefion® of harſh meaſures which we have 


Wtnclfett within the mT; ten months, how 
ENT * | ſtrange 
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ſtrange is the infatuation which, at the lame 


time, can plunge this diflatisfied country into - 


war with France, as if the rapid fall of the Funds. 
the loſs of our Foreign Trade, the diminution 
of our Manufactures, and the increaſe of Taxes, 
which muſt be the conſequence of a War, would 
have-no tendency to aggravate popular diſcon- 
tent and increaſe the fermentation in the public 
mind, even if the intereſt of the Nation were 
evidently the object of the War, How greatly 
muſt that danger be increaſed, when it is under» 
ſtood that a War, of ſuch extent as that with 
France muſt be, is reſolved on, not for the pre- 
ſervation, immediate or remote, of this Country 
or any of its valuable intereſts, not to avenge in- 
ſult, to preſerve the faith of Treaties,'or to repel 
the aggreſſion of a declared Foe, but for ſome 


other purpoſe which is not declared, but which 
every. art-df en Fin neee 


cover. 
It is ſaĩd, by the Perſon 10 whom this Nation 


may juſtly impute a great part of the perils with 


which it is at preſent ſurrounded, that tho 


French are a Nation of Atheiſts. The Creed 
of Rome is ſtill, however, the Creed of their 
Eſtabliſhed Church, apd of the Body of the Nation. 
But grant that the aſſertion were literally true, 
inſtead of being a moſt extravagant exaggera- 
tion, is Infidelity, or is Idolatry a juſtifiable cauſe 
of War? Muſt our Miniſter of the Court of 
mie withdrawn, becauſe the Turk- 
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Philoſophers? Muſt the plains of all Europe be 


„ 
iſh Nation deſpiſes Chriſtianity? Or inuſt our 
pompous, and perhaps uſeful, Embaſſy to China 


de recalled, becauſe the inferior Chineſe are Pa- 


gans, and their literary Mandarins are Atheiſtic 


deluged with human blood for à Creed? And 
muſt we become the enemies of by far che 
greateſb of mankind for fuck à reaſon as 
this ? * Enthufiaſm of Mr. Burke's Dif. 
ciples would revolt at ſuch abſurdity.—Dut the 
French Republic has been founded on principles 
of Anarchy and Confufion ; tumult and maſſacre 
have diſgraced its origin; and, after many inter. 
mediate enormities, the murder of the King bas 
finiſhed the horrors of this laſt Revolution, and 
will ſtain the annals of France with ignominy 
to the lateſt poſterity. With grief I acknow- 


ledge, that a more unjuſt, a more atrocious deed 


than the murder of Louis the XVIth; is not to be 
found in Hiſtory. Imoſt ſincerely deplore that act 
of vengeance as a meaſure equally unneceſſaty, 
impolitic, and unjuſt, tending to retard the peace- 
ful ſettlement of France, and to diſgrace the 
cauſe of Human Liberty in the eyes of mankind; 
and affecting the intereſt of this Country with 
peculiar fatality ; which, if that event had not 

occurred, would not have been expoſed to 
Dae e War But what right has 


England to puniſh the authors of this atro- 


city, or indeed to interfere in any manner 


inthe interndl affairs 'of chat 'Cotntry?'The 
domeſtic 
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domeſtic. crimes, committed by Individuals, 
ar by the Ruling Power of any Nation, haye 
never yet been held. to be à juſt caule of 
War, Crimes of uncommon. magnitude indeed 
have been committed in France; but whether 
bergen of thaſe crimes bed F 
whom—and how—theſe are queſtions on which 

not the Auſtrian, not the Pruſſian, or Englith 
Court, but the People ef France alone, wilt de. 
termine, When, a. great . Princeſs impriſoned 
her Huſband, and mounted his vacant Throne, 

perhaps that Reyolution was completed by means 


ODETTE late atrocious act 


which every good man muſt lament. And yet no 
W enſued ; v 2 
to Him to whom vengeance the 
ay ey ny pay 4 9 "tu 
of going to, War to puniſh. the innocent Many 
for the crimes of the guilty Few, and thus wan» 
tonly to add to thoſe miſeries of the unfortu- 
nate human race, the enormous ſum of which 


ve affect to 


deplore. 

But the principles of Liberty and Equality lead 
Fa og —— they are conta- 
gious principles, and the introdugiion of them. 
in this Country can be ted by War alone, 
It were more juſt to that all great Revo. 
lutions in Government, on whatever principle 
they may be conducted, are uſually productive of 
temporary confuſion and many enormities; and, 
en to the Wr 
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the changes effected, will be the duration and 
extent of theſe conſequent evils. But, fintce the 
obnoxious principles have been predominant in 
America near twenty years, and have there p 

duced, the moſt net e and Need | 
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art, nor force, nor any human mere 
wholly eradicate this paſſion: Hence the conta- 
gious effect of the French doctrines upon the 
enſlaved Peaſants of Germany and Poland, of 
Spain and Italy. Nature meant them to ve 
free; they are conſcious it is their right, and 
every fibre of every heart beats high with the 
expectation of deliverance. That theſe expec-· 
tations muſt be realized to a certain degree in 
all the great Monarchies of the Continent, ſeems 
highly probable ; a little ſooner in ſome coun- 
tries, a little later in others; with more or leſs 
violent convulſions in all, as various unforeſeen 
circumſtances, combined with the prudence or 
the inſanity. of their reſpective Governments, 
may determine. England alone perhaps is that 
European Country in which it is poſſible that the 
viſdom of Government might happily prevent 
any great concuſſion; becauſe the People of Eng- 
land have not to ſeek for Freedom in à new 
Conſtitution; freedom and equal protection 
. of property. and perſonal ſafety, are the Rights 
which, in n are held out to all by our 
| preſent 
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preſent Conſtitution- To bring theory and 
practice more together, to correct ahuſas of re- 
cent introduction, and to reſtore our Parliament 
to the purity of its original inſtitution, are bene- 
fits which our wiſeſt Patriots have laboured to 
attain; which our greateſt Stateſmen have 
thought attainable by peaceful means; and with 
which the Engliſh People undoubtedly would 
be content. They are induſtrious, they are 
peaceful, they wiſh to enjoy the fruits of their 
induſtry without a War, and to recover their 
loſt weight in our mixed Frame of -Govern- 
ment, without the hazards of a Revolution. By 
perſevering in the ſyſtem of à neutrality with 
France, and adopting the ſpirit of your mo- 
derate propoſitions of Reform, the Cabinet 
might preſerve their Countrymen from the 
dreaded infection of France; but oppoſite mea- 
ſures will probably produce a contrary eſſect. 
t is from the prevalence of Mr. Burke's Politics 
alone among the upper claſſes of Society, that 
the riſe of any dangerous diſaſfection in this 
Country is to be apprehended. To the plain 
ſenſe of Engliſhmen, a War commenced with 
France on his principles, muſt appear to be a 
War on French Liberty, to beat down the equi- 
table claims of Reformation here, and eventually 
to deſtroy every valuable Right of the People. 
Such will be the ſuſpected motives for plunging 
this Country in a War in which our fleets may 
be victorious, but in which even our ſucceſſes 
1 be ruinous.—For views. thus. vild and 
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chimerical, the Nation, whoſe wounds received 
in the late War with America are hardly yet 
cloſed up, muſt prepare to bleed afreſh: For 
objects thus odious and deteſtable, the induſtri. 
ous claſſes of the People muſt forego their come. 
forts, the ſhoulders already galled with Taxes, 
the pernicious conſequence of former injuſtice, 
and folly, muſt ſubmit to new and heavier. 
impoſitions, They will be cheartolly voted, 
no doubt, by the faithful Commons, but the 
Commons will no longer enjoy the confidence of 
the Public; every vote of credit or ſupply, ill 
then increaſe the general diſguſt; and ih 
no great diſaſter defall us in the courſe 
Hoſtilities, ſhovld nothing 3 break 
forth in Ireland or America, the mere prutraction 
of the War muſt exhauſt the patience of a diſ. 
abuſed People. But what may be the 2 
ous. effect of French opinions on a Nation 
of. the War of Kings, groaning under an in- 
tolerable load of Taxes, and hopeleſs of redreſs 
from Men whom they will ceale to conſider as 
their Repreſentatives, jt is acedleſs to ſtate ; to 
foreſee it is eaſy, to prevent it may become im- 
poſſible. 

But theſe, I am perſuaded. are not. the mo- 
tives which preponderate in your mind upon 
this momentous occaſion, and impel it, with ſo 
much impetuoſity, to 2 War with France. Un- 
doubtedly you are influenced by other reaſons 
leſs unbecoming enn leſs n the 


don of Chatham. 1 
1 The 
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The obnotious Decree: by the National Con- 
vention of France, on the 19th of November, 
1792, has been inſiſied on as a warrantable 
cauſe of War. But, asa ſubſcquent explanation 
of that juſtly obnoxious Decree has removed all 
ground of apprehenſion that it is the intention 
of France to excite Rebellion againſt the actual 
Government of any neutral Nation, the Decree 
in queſtion may be diſmiſſed without any far. 
ther conſideration. 

The obligation to reſiſt the openliig of the 
Scheldt has been inſiſted on with ſtill 
force. We are bound by Treaty to the Dut 
e prevent the free Navigation of chat river. 
The Convention of France have declired 
their 'reſolution that the Navigation of it 
ſhall be free. But the Dutch, you fairly. ac- 
knowledge, have not made any requiſſtion ta 
Britain to fulfil that engagement. Reaſons of 
prudential Policy, arifing probably from the 
diſtracted Rate of Parties in Holland, as well as 
from the great Military force of France now 
poſted on their Frontiers, and ready to invade 
their defericeleſs Territory on the firſt breach 
of their Neutrality, m pony wel incline them to 
peace, and to wave our terference to oppoſe 


the opening of the Scheldt. 

National juſtice ſurely does not require that we 
ſhould urge the Cabinet at the Hague, againſt 
the inclination, and, perhaps, againſt the intereſt 
of the Dutch People, to engage in a War with 
France, Of the intereſts and of the a 
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Proper judges. At this moment, dur interpo. 
ſition to excite them to Hoſtilities, inſtead of 
being the prudent and faithful diſcharge of our 
duty, as their Ally, ſeems to be an oſſicious and 
unſeaſonable interference, which may expoſe 
them to the greateſt dangers. By perſevering 
in their Neutrality, the United Provinces might 
remain ſafe and unmoleſted amidſt ſurrounding 
Armies. But ſhould they abandon: their pa- 
cific ſyſtem, at the inſtigation of Britain, it is 
not. improbable, that: an immediate, irruption 
by the Army of France may produce in thoſe 
Provinces the moſt fatal conſequences; à diſſo- 
lution. of their ancient Government, and a New 
Conſtitution on the hated, principles of France 
But in the event of a War theſe impending 
perils may be averted by timely fuccour from 

| the Pruſſian Army, and the officious friendſhip 
af Britain may not prove the ruin of her Ally. 
This will be a truly fortunate eſcape for Hol- 

land; ; yet the dangerous Policy of our Cabinet 
cannpt be popular i in that Country ; andin this, 
more ſpecious reaſons will be neceſſary to juſtify 
to their Countrymen their eagerneſs for War, 
than the, obligation of a Treaty, for the fulfill. 
ment of which no requiſition has been made. 
More ſpecious reaſons for à rupture with 
| France are, however, ſufficiently. obvious.— 
iſt, It bas been ſaid that we ought to engage 
in a Wap to e the ee of 


. France,— 


F aw 7 
France, ad, It has been thought, probably, that 
we oughtito ſeize 2 er, v » 
ndize. Britain. 118 

The firſt + of theſe couliderations has. hom 
much inſiſted on by yourſelf in your ſpeech in 
Parliament on the iſt of February, and it muſt 
be owned that it bears the ſemblance of ſound 
policy but, on examination, the a 


of danger to the independence of Europę from 


the arms of France, will be found, I Conceive, 
to de unſupported by ay: ſolid - grgunds; either 
of fact or f political ſpeculation. The ſecond 
of theſes conſiderations: has not heen cup reſsly 
ſtated in any ſpeech in Parliament "which has 
bar ye Wor pk 
probable & at it m e a c in- 
fluence on the Cabinet. and, e chat 
part of the Parliament and the Nation w bich i is 
inchned 30+ W i "Sy e wan exa- 
mination. wt 

Oase firſt twp topics Lag willing, ts concede, 
that, lyſt of power, Which is often t ruling 


paſſion g great deſpotic Princes, maybe found 


ſometimes predominant in Popular Sena es; and 
' more, particularly, that the 5e "the Na- 
tional; Convention are Fe pjuſt and 
N 4758 ih $1 and 


eee 9 i prov rs 
Government, of France is 40 25 vnſetiled 880 
* 4 | 
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though much of her wealth, has been hoafdel 


or exported; and many of her Citizens have 
been loſt to that Country by maſſacre, baniſh. 


ment, and emigration; yet, notwithſtanding 
theſe difadvantages;/ there ſtill ſeems. to — 
to the National Convention, a greater degrie 
of Pofitical Power than was poſſeſſed by chat 
Monarch; a greater population, à more 'extey- 
ſtve fund of credit, and a more ent Military 
' Spirit, pervading the whole body of the Nation. 
But 275 — already oppoſed to the National 
Convention, appear fufficiently able to check 
and defeat their haſty projects of diſe- 
ment. —Since the e of Louis the XI Vc, the 
of the Auſtrian Monatchy has been in. 
creaſed in a much greater proportion than that 
* France. The ones in Hungary, which 
"ſo greatly weakened” the Emperors, 'who were 
Ya e of Louis, have, by the wiſdom 
and ability of the ſucceeding Auſtrian Md. 
© narchs, been happily conipoſed; and the Whole 
force of that Monarchy may how be turned 
againſt France, to which it is in population al- 
moſt equal, in the number of its diſciplined troops 
lately much ſuperior, with Revenues not vety 
; inferior to thoſe of the Republic: © To this for. 
. midable force, let that of the Pruſſian Monarchy 
be added; which, from inſigniſicance in thep 
of Louis che th, bas riſen to à rank nearly 
equal in Military Powtt ts chat of the greateſt 
*:—— opp Europe. * Wben to the force of theſo 
two 
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Empire, Sardinia, and Ruſſia, whoſe power, tho 
now ſo preponderant, was, in the laſt Century, 
little felt or reſpected in Europe; the mighty 
ſtrength of this confederacy muſt appear, accord - 
ing to the ordinary rules of Political Efimation 
much ſuperior to that of France; and likely 
ſoon to wreſt from her, the conqueſts. ſhe has 
- made,-without the aid of Britain and her Ally. 
But what avail the ſuperior numbers and 

of the Allied Armies againſt the ar- 
dour and enthuſiaſm of the Freemen of France ? 
Or what-eredit is due to the common calculs- 
tions of Political Arithmetic, when contradicted 
by fats and the actual conqueſts of the French 
Armies ? To this difficulty, Ithink, a Hir 


ſolution may be given. aebi to 


It is true, in Auguſt aſt the Armics/of Av- 
ſtria and Pruſſia, then preparing to attack 
France, and reſtore the old deſpotie Govern- 
ment by force, in the opinions of Os 
perienced Military Officers, were greatly ſupe 
rior to any means of reſiſtance which the French 


Nation could oppoſe to them; yet ſuch was the 


uncalculated power of their enthuſiaſm to de · 
fend their Republican Liberty and the inſulted 
ce of their Country, ſo completely 


did the ardour of Freedom ſupply the want of 


diſcipline; in the Volunteer; Armies of France, 
that, in a few weeks, the German Invaders were 


obliged to retreat before them. — 


two Monarchies is added that of the Germanic 
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Soon after that unexpected ſucceſs, dhe French 
Armies, after a ſhort ſtruggle in the Mether- 
nds, took poſſeſſion of that County and of 
fome Frontier Diſtricts of Germany, which, in 
the proud preſumption of certain conqueſt, the 


Enemies of France had left unprepazed for de- 
fence. A ſhort time before this period, Savoy 


and Nice alſo had been conquered. with. as little 
riſque or trouble. But can it be ſuhppoſed, that 
the Volunteer Armies ef France will, act with 
- equal enthuſiaſm to:preſerve the countries: they 
* have thus haſtily 6ver-run-? or that the extey- 
ſion of the Frontiers of France is an abject is 
deeply: intereſting to the French People, as the 
defence of their National Rights and Liberty? 
Theſe duppoſitions are contrary to all experience 
of human nature; and they are contradicted by 
"the wml ſtate of the French Armies... 
It is obſervable, in che human ſpecies, that 
bel. preſervation is a ſtronger and more uni- 


formly prevailing: principle of action chan any 
other, though it may ſometimes be bver - ruled 
by reſentment, or ſome other of the malevolent 

and deſtructive paſſions. But when this obſer- 
vation is extended from Individuals to whole 

—_ DL Communities! of Men, it is Hable to no ſuch 
exceptions. Nations will always be found to 
make greater efforts to defend themſelves, than 
to conquer or deſtroy their antagoniſta. And 
with this maxim, the actual ſtate of the Armies 


A be PD CTR The Volunteers 


who 
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who flocked to the ſtandard of Dumourier, 


h 

F- when Champagne was invaded, after having 
of repulſed the enemy beyond the boundaries of 
n France, no longer thought their ſervice neceſ- 
e fry.; they quitted the Army, and returned to 


the boſom of their families. Of this ſeceſſion 
the Generals have frequently complained to the 
National Convention; but the means of pre- 
vention 'were not to be found. Attacked at 
home, it may be ſafely predicted that France 
will be found unconquerable; her National 
Guards will defend her again with equal enthu- 
faſm, and with final, if not equal ſucceſs. But 
that her Armies will be able to retain the coun- 
tries of which they have lately taken poſleflion, 
againſt the force of the Auſtrian and Pruſſian 
Monarchs; and the Powers combined with them, 

is an apprehenſion not countenanced by any 
at apparent probability. It is evident, at leaſt, that 
u- Britain and Holland might ſafely. defer their AC" 
„ ceſſion to the Contederacy till the events of ano 
ed ther campaign had more clearly demonſtrated 
ut the relative force of the preſent combatants, 
r and confirmed, or wholly removed, the appre- 

le henfion of danger from France. It would then 
ch appear manifeſt, either that our interpoſition to 
to prevent any great increaſe of the power of 
an France, was unheceflary, and thus a great na- 
nd tional calamity would be prevented ; or, if there - 
ies 
ers 
ho 


were an evident neceſſity for War, to prevent 


DS * 
Penne, 
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public, that neceſſity would reconcile thls Na. 
tion to the unavoidable preſſure of new Taxes; 
and thus the danger of internal commotion 
would be avoided. _ 

ad. But it may be thought; if the Nations: at pre- 
ſent engaged i in War with France are more than 
equal in power to that country, and likely to 
recover the conquered provinces almoſt as 
quickly as they were loſt, that ſuppoſition con- 
firms the policy of an immediate commencement 
of hoſtilities, on the part of Britain, with 2 
view to aggrandiſe this Country at the expence 
of France. How unjuſt is this reaſon for War? 
How unfit, therefore, either to be adopted or 
avowed. And yet, in the preſent en of 

this Country, it is not more unjuſt and unbe- 
coming, than it is impolitic and unſafe. There 
is another, a more ſafe and honourable way to 

diſe Britain, by adhering to a Pacific Sy. 

tem, by forbearing to harraſs the Commercial 
and Manufacturing induſtry of the Country with 
needleſs Wars and needleſs Armaments, by per- 
ſevering in a plan of Public Oeconomy, and di- 
miniſhing the Debts and Taxes of the Nation, 
thoſe eſpecially which bear hard on the Pooreſt 
Claſſes of the Community. This is the true po- 
licy of a State like that of Britain, encumbered 
with debts, and perplexed by the diſcontents of 
its ſubjets. Theſe are the conqueſts of peace; 
theſe are cheap and inoffenſive ways of aggran- 


diſcment, which would equally augment 32 
Politi 
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Political Power of our Country and increaſe the 
means of comfort and fatisfation to every iu- 
dividual in it. But, after having ſucceſsfully 
purſued this policy for ſome years, and gradually 
reſtored their almoſt ruined Country to proſpe- 
rity and ſplendour, the Cabinet ſeem to have 
abandoned this Pacific Syſtem as if weary of the 


tame uniformity of Peace, and at laſt regardleſs 


of that applauſe with which their generous neu- 
trality toFrance had been rewarded; Widely dif. 
ferent from their firſt peaceful ſyſtem was the po- 
licy of the late War againſt the Sultan of Myſore; 
at the opening of it, France was too much diſa- 


bled, by the convulſions conſequent on the firſt 


Revolution, to aſſiſt her Eaſt-Indian Ally; the 
opportunity was too tempting to be paſſed, and 
though ſome recent Declarations of Parliament, 
proteſting againſt any farther. encroachments in 
India, feemed not quite reconcilable to theſe 
ambitious views, the War was approved by 
Parliament, and a great part of the territories of 
Tippoo Sultan was ſoon afterwards divided 
among the Confederate Powers of Britin, the 
Nizam, and the Mahrattas: And now another 
opportunity, na leſs tempting, preſents itſelf in 
the Weſt. The French Sugar Iflands are in a 
ſtate of great diſcontent, if not of 'Counter-Re. 
volution; to take poſſeſſion of theſe Iſlands, and 
of the other Colonies of France, perhaps, with 
the previous approbation of the Inhabitants, 
would be an eaſy enterpriſe for the Fleets of 
es O 2 Britain 
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Britain. And what good Citizen would repine 
to pay additional Taxes, for a few years, to 
ſupport a War of Glory and National 

diſergent? By theſe ſplendid objects a part of the 
Nation may, for a time, be dazzled; it may be 
deaf to every remonſtrance of prudence, and 
inſenſible to every impreſſion of juſtice ; and 
while this moral ſtupefaction laſts the ſucceſs of 
projects which no one dares to avow, and yet, 
which no one doubts are formed, will be ap- 
plauded by that part of the Nation. At laſt, 
the ſtrong preſſure of diſtreſs, will make. itfelf 
felt ; for it will not be aſhort War, nor will few 
Taxes be wanted; the French are combating 
for all that can be dear to man, for the Liberty 
Civil and Religious which -they have choſen to 
eſtabliſh, for the independence, the exiſtence of 
their Country. In proportion to the value of 

theſe objects, their reſiſtance will be vigorous 
and perſevering ; their diviſions will be in a 
great meaſure healed up by the neceſſity of ſelf. 
fence, againſt their common foes, their hatred 
of Monarchy will be confirmed, and their ani- 
moſity againſt the unhappy Family, whoſe in- 
tereſt has been the oſtenſible cauſe of the War, 
will become leſs furious, perhaps, but more in- 
veterate and implacable. Their expenditure 
will, indeed, be enormous; their naval equip- 
ments will add conſiderably to the immenſe ex- 
ces of one of the largeſt Armies in Europe. Al- 
ready their trade is nearly ruined, and their taxes 
. now 
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now very deficient, muſt become more unpro- 
ductive during the War. Zut till their re- 
ſources to ſupport it are great indeed, and equal 
to the longeſt ſtruggle, for they are adequate to 
the extent of thoſe confiſcations, the ſeverity of 
which we ſo juſtly condemn. In the courſe of 
this ſtruggle, therefore, it is probable, that the 
means and the patience of the Engliſh people 
will be firit exhauſted ; and then awaking from 
their dreams of glory and vengeance, they will 
ſee the precipice of National Bankruptcy juſt be- 
fore them; and whether, at that moment, the 
acquiſition of three or four Sugar Iſlands will ap- 
pear a ſufficient compenſation for the miſeries 
felt and apprehended, is a queſtion to which the 
true anſwer is ſufficiently obvious, Men en- 
riched by the official emoluments of a War, 

men thriving under the patronage of the Crown, . 
increaſed by the New Eſtabliſhments, civil and 
military, in the conquered Iſlands, will think it 


, 2 fortunate War for them; but the great body 


of the nation will feel itſelf impoveriſhed and 
undone by its victories; their property they 
will perceive has been devoured by that very 
meaſure which will have fed the now dangerous 
influence of the Crown to a truly formidable 
ſize. The alarm for the Liberty of Britain will 
again become univerſal, as it was ſome years 
before the cloſe of the Civil War with America; 
and that alarm, combined with the cauſes of diſ- 
content already exiſting in the country, may too 
probably produceadegreeofpopularefterveſcence 
| „ much 
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much furpaſſing what was then experienced. 1 
intreat you, Sir, once more to attend to theſe pe. 
rilous circumſtances, to conſider the actual ſitua. 
tion of Ireland, the unſatisfied claims of Ame. 
rica, her attachment to France, and the proba- 
bility, the certainty, I had almoſt ſaid, that if 
the danger of her Ally ſhould become extreme 
by the junction of Britain and Holland, with 
the great Continental Powers combined againſt 
her, ſhe will repay her debt of gratitude to 
France by defending the Liberty of that Coun. 
try to which ſhe owes her own: And, after 
having taken a comprehenſive ſurvey of all 
theſe alarming circumſtances, then ſay, if you 
can, that the proſpect does not appall you. 

I have now, Sir, communicated my reaſons for 
diſapproving the intended War with France, and 
alſo ſome other parts of your conduct as a Mem- 
ber of the Cabinet, and an Individual Member 
of Parliament. For the freedom of this Addreſs, 
you will think no apology. neceſſary ; you will 
readily aſcribe it to its true cauſe. My motives, 
I am confident, you cannot but approve, how- 
ever my arguments may fail to make the deſired 
impreſſion on your mind. I conclude this let- 
ter, I muſt own, with much fainter hopes than 
I began it, that a rupture with France may yet 
be prevented. The Miniſters of that Country 
had made repeated overtures of conciliation to 
the Cabinet of London ; they were evidently 
unwilling to enter into Hoſtilities againſt the 
Britiſh nation. And you, Sir, in your _ 
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this devoted Country. 


Cann 


in Parliament on the iſt of February, appeared 


willing, to the laſt moment, to liſten to terms 


of accommodation. From theſe circumſtances, - 


the hope was ſtill cheriſhed, not only that a War 

between Britain and France might be averted, 

— —_ your wiſe and humane interceſſion, 
e general tranquillity of Euro mi 

be W ? Ps 1 ol 
But the events of a few days have almoſt totally 

deſtroyed the poſſibility of an accommodation. 

The embargo laid upon Britiſh veſſels in the 


ports of France, the unfortunate conſequence of. 
the diſmiſſion of M. Chauvelin ; and, upon that 


intelligence, the more unfortunate order to M. 


Maret to depart the kingdom, without having 


been permitted to ſtate the freſh overtures of 
pacification, the freſh proofs of their reſpect for 
this Country, and their deſire to continue in 
amity with it, with which he was charged by 
the Executive Government of France, ſeem 
hardly to leave the ſhadow of a hope, that Peace 
can be preſerved, If a War be commenced, it 
is my earneſt prayer, that Providence may be 
pleaſed to ſhorten the calamities which await 


I have the honour to be, Sir, 


Your moſt obedient and moſt humble ſervant, 
1 | C. WYVILL. 


To the Right _— 
WILLIAM PiTT. 


go this tranſaction is underſtood at preſent.—I ſhould be ex+ 
tremely glad to find it is a miſtake. 
tene O4 PROCEEDINGS 
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PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


SOCIETY 'of FRIENDS of the PEOPLE, 
IN THE YEAR 119% 


With their Reports on the State of . 

tion of England and Scotland; Petitions 
and other Papers reſpecling the Motion of 
CrarLes Gakv, Eſq; on the 6th of May, 

1793, for n A enn of Par. 
r rb | 


— — —D— — | — 
Declaration agreed to on the 11th of April, 1792, 
by the Society entitled the Friends of the People, 


aſſociated for the Purpoſe eee Parlia- 
| mentary Reform. j 


Number of Perſons having ſeriouſly re- 

4 viewed and conſidered the actual ſitua· 
« tion of public affairs, and ſtate of the king · 
dom, and having communicated to each other 
« their opinions on theſe ſubjects, have agreed 
hy * and determined to inſtitute a Society for the 
e 
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« purpoſe. of propoſing to Parliament and to 
the Country, and of promoting to the utmoſt 
* of their power, the Conſtitutional 
Objects, making the preſervation of the Con- 
« ſtitution, on its true principles, the foundation 
4 of all their 88. 

Firſt, —* To reſtore the Freedom of Fleaion, 


«and r 


e ple in Parliament. | 

Secondly, To ſecure to the People 2 more 

« frequent exerciſe of their Right of ea 
« their Repreſentatives, 

The Perſons who have ſigned their names 

« to this agreement, think that theſe two funda- 

mental meaſures will furniſh the power and 

6 * the means of correcting the abuſes, which 

appear to them to have ariſen from a 

bc hs the acknowledged Principles of the Con- 


e ſtitution, and of accompliſhing thoſe ſubor- 


« dinate Objects of Reform, which they deem 
to be eſſential to the Liberties of the People, 
* and to the = Governmant the Kings 


* dom.““ 


aun J 

Charles Grey, Eſq; M. P. Malcolm Laing, E 
Hon. Thos. Mait tland, M. P. Rig ht Hon. Lord 
George Rous, Eſq; m 44" Archdekin, E 
William Cuninghame, Eſq; | liam Harwood, 

ohn Tweddell, Eſq; | David Godfrey, BY 

rl of Lauderdale, Higgins Eden, 
Nicolls Raynsford, Eſq; Philip Francis, - M. * 
James Mackintoſh, Eſqʒ | Charles Goring; Etqz 
Thomay Chriſtie, EMM John 3 — Eſq; 


E 


H. Lambton, Eſq; M. P. 
ohn Godfrey, E 
| Tierney, Eſq; ' 
Arthur Piggott, Eſq; _ 
J. B. Church, Eſq; M. P. 
22 Ironſide, Eſq; 

* B. Hollis, Eſqz- ; 


s. Whitbread, jun. E 3 M. P. | 


Sir J. Throckmorton, Bart. 
M. A. Taylor, Eſq; M. P. 
William Breton, Eſq; 
Thomas Rogers, Eſq; 
Hon. Thomas Erſkine, M. P. 
Thos. Thompſon, Eſq; M. P. 
Colonel Tarleton, M. P. 
Mr. Serjeant Bond, 
William Lufhington, Eſq; 
gamuel Rogers, Eſq; 
Peregrine Dealt 27 ſq: 
: 8B Sheridan, Eſq; M. P. 
iltiam Pullarton, Efq; 
Norman Macleod, Eſq; M. P. 
ames Loſh, Eſq; 
_ Mr. Aldm. Sawbridge, M. P. 
Richard Weld, Eſq; 2 
ohn Claridge, 1 
ohn Wharton, Eſq; M. P. 
ames Martin, Eſq; M. P. 
illiam Smith, E, 13 M. P. 
John Scott, E ; . P. 
Sir Bellingham 
George Byng, Eſq; M. P. 
John Cartwright, Eſq; 
-_ Batley, Eſq; 
alph Carr, jun. Eſq; 
Ralph Milbanke, Eſq; M. P. 
Henry Howard, Eſq; 
B. 3 Howard, Eſq; 
E. B. Clive, Eſq; 
Henry Howard, Eſqz M. P. 
ohn Leach, =P 
John Nicholls, Eſq} - 
Joſeph Richardſon, Eſq; 
hn Towgood, Eſq; 
illiam Chiſholm, Eſq; 
John Fazakerley, 1 \ 
Richard 8. Milves, Eſq; M. P. 
gamuel Shore, Eſq; 


Mr. Alderman Combe, 


raham, Bart, 


Rev. C. Powlett, 


Samuel Shore, jun. RH 
Charles Werres, W = 


Long Kingſman, E 
Edward Jer. Canet, Bl x 


Samuel Long, Eſq; M. F. 


og Bourdieu, Elq; : 


B. Rous, Eſq; ' 

D. O'Bryen, Eſn; ; 
. Lodge Batley, Eſq; 
ames Weſt, Eſq; 
ich. Carpenter Smith, 

W. Powlett Powlett, Eſq; M. p. 

George Livius, Eſq; a 

Right Hon. Lord Baer, | 

Hon. John Douglas, 

Rev. Dr. Kippis, 

— Jacque, Eſq; 
rancis Love Beckford, Eſq; 

Adam Walker, Eſq © 

Richard Sharp, Eſq; 

— — Joſeph Towers, 
ohn Furnell Tu 
ohn Clerk, Hd 15 

homas Bell, Eſq; 

Andrew Stirling, Eſq 

Richard Heavifide, Ela; 


Robert Merry, Eſq; 

George Shum, Eſq; 
G. Lemaiftre, Eſq; 
ames Perry, "Y : 

Henry Clifford, Eſq; 

John Crookſhanks, Eſq; 
ohn Pratt, Eſq; 

Maxwell, Eſq; 

J. C. Bentley, Eſq; 

Thomas Bell, jun. Eſq; 

Richard Wilſon, Eſq; 

Mr. J. Jarvis, 

C. F. Ward, Eſq; 


William White, Eſq; 
T. Holt White, Eſq; 
W. Stone, Eſq; | 
Ie Grigby, Eſq; 
obert Aitken, Eſq; 
Joſeph Spurrell, Eſq: 


Thomas 


. F - 
Nevill, Eſq; John Redman, 

. Rutt, Ef oy |; IJ. Philips, Ex: 
Rob. Slade, IJ. Porter, Eſq; 
Fran. 2 hy B. Gawler, Eſq; 
William Sharp, Eiq; J. C. Banks, ? 

ohn Barnes, Eſq; Bertic Greatheed, Eſq; 
Jl h Ruſe, Eſq; Thomas Crookenden, 
| Gordon, Eſq; Ben. Bakewell, Lag. 

Mr. J. Griha, Col. Haſtinge, | 
Mr. Edward Hall, E. Macdonnel, 
William Boſville, Eſq 


wee MEMBERS who have aua the Dacun 


RATION. 


> 
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Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan, Scotland, 


Sir J. E. Swinburne, Bart, 
Profeſſor Millar, Glaſgow. 
G. Lloyd, Eſq; Suff. 


W. Belſham, Eſq; Bedford. 


Capel Loft, Et Suffolk, 
W. Davy, Eſq; De 


James Milnes, Eſq; Torkfbire., 
Robert Monteith, Eſq; Glaſgow, 

J. Richardſon, Eſq; Glaſgow. 

J. Loſh, Eſq; Cumberland. 


J. Grigby, jun. Eſq; Sl. 


TREASURERS, 
Right Honourable Lord Kinnaird, 


George Tierney, Bly; 


2 


REGULATIONS, 
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REGULATIONS, 


I. ESOLVED, That the title of this' 
be, TE FaignDs or THE PEOPLE, affo 
40 for. the purpoſe f obtaining a Parliamentary 
orm. 

II. That the Declaration agreed upon at the 
Meeting of the 11th of April, 1792, expreſſes 
the political objects of this Society. 

III. That no perſon be capable of becoming 2 
Member of this Society until he has expreſſed 
his Aﬀent, by ſubſcribing his name to the above. 
mentioned Declaration. 

IV. That every Candidate for admiſſion to 

this Society ſhall be propoſed and ſeconded by 
two of its Members, and ballotted for at the 
ſucceeding: Meeting. 

V. That the Election of Members hall be by 

1 and that no Candidate ſhall be deemed 
duly elected, unleſs it ſhall appear that he is 
choſen by nine-tenths of the Members preſent, 

VI. That until the Society ſhall conſiſt of one 
hundred and fifty Members, no Ballott ſhall be 
taken, or other buſineſs begun, unleſs a number, 
not leſs than one third of the Members of the 
Society be preſent. 

VI. That a General Meeting of this Society 
be held at Freemaſons Tavern, at one o'clock in 
the forenoon, on the firſt Saturday in every 
_— during the _ of Parliament. 
VIII. That 
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VIII. That the Members of this Society be 
duly ſummoned to every General Meeting, and 
that for that purpoſe they enter their places of 
abode in a book, to be kept by the Committee. 

II. That a Committee, conſiſting of twelve 
Perſons, be appointed, one fourth of which ſhall 
be replaced by n 


Individuals or Societies, deſirous of enen 
the Cauſe of Parliamentary Reform. | 

XI. That the duty of this Committee ſhall be 
to prepare ſuch buſineſs as ſhall appear to them 
fit to be laid before the General Meetings of the 
Society; and that they, ſhall- be | requeſted to 
draw up ſuch Reſolutions as they ſhall deem 
proper to be ſubmitted to their conſideration. 

XII. That this Committee be hereby enjoined 
ſtrictly to conform in all their correſpondence, 
or other communications, to the principles con · 
tained in the Declaration of the 11th at. April, - 
1792, 

XIII. That fuch Committee have power and 
authority. to regulate the mode of their own 
MU conforming to the general rules 

4 ccedionad inſtructions of the Society, and 

— to employ any Clerks at the expence of the 

Society, aud to draw upon the Treaſurer for any 

ſums which they _p 1 1 for oo 
proceedings. Tt 

XIV. That 


— — — 
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AIV. That it be a general inſtruction to the 
Committee, in their correſpondence, to adviſe 


all Friends of Parliamentary Reform, to form 


themſelves into | ſimilar Societies, on ſimilar 

principles, in all parts of the Kingdom; and 

that a copy of the Declaration of the 11th of 

April, be tranſmitted to all ſuch Societies. 
XV. That, to defray the-n ry 


of the Society, each Member ſhall, on his ad- 


miſſion, pay to the Treaſurer, Trwo Guineas and 
a Half, and continue the ſame payment ona 


computed from Lady-Day, 1792. 


XVI. That two Treaſurers ſhall be Ausbilly 
appointed to receive the Contributions of the 


Members, and that they ſhall be empowered to 
iſſue money upon the order of the 1 


or the vote of a General Meeting. 4 


XVII. That the Committee be empowered to 
call extraordinary Meetings of the Society, giv- 
ing as much previous notice to the Metnbers as 
the exigency of the buſineſs may permit. 
XVIII. That, in order to promote the Eſta. 
bliſhment of ſimilar Societies in other parts of 
the Kingdom, one hundred nom reſident Mem- 
bers ſhall be admitted into this Society, being 
propoſed and choſen ry, to the rules of 
ballotting. 

XIX. That ſuch a0 Members ſhall 
ſubſcribe one guinea annually, to the General 
Fund: and a written authority, for inſerting 
their names in the books of the Society, ſhall 


1 
de lodged in the hands of the Secretary by the 


propoſing Member. Such Members during 
their occaſional reſidence in London, 4 W. at- 
tendance on the Society, being enticled to all 
the Rights of ordinary Members. 5 

XX. That ſuch non - reſident Members ſhall 
ſign the Declaration of this Society, of the 11th 


of April, 179% ſudjoined a = follows: and 


agree fully to the principles 
2 in the above Declaration of the 11th of A nr 
the Society of the Friends of the People, and am defirous of being 
admitted into the Aſſociation as a non-refident Member, my refi- 


dence at a diſtance from London d * mn. 
ordinary . of the Society. 2 


(Signed) 


 FkurnAcope Tavzex, 261 April I u. 


At a General Meeting of the Society ofablifhed on 
the 11th inflant, under the title of the' Friends 
of the People, aſſociated for the purpoſe of ob- 

taining @ Parliamentary Reform, . 


w. H. LAMBTON, Eſq; NI. P. in the Chair, 
EAD the draught of an Addreſs to the Peo- 


ple of Great Britain, contained i in the 
Report of the Committee. | 
©> *Refolved 
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That the ſaid Addreſs is approved of I 
doped by this Meng and that it, Tomas 
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: ApDREss fo the PzorLs of GAT Buttatn, 


| NO man, whois not ready to expreſs his con 
currence in our principles by ſigning the Decla- 
ration, can be admitted into our Society.— 
The objects of it, as we conceive, are of a na 
ture at all times fit to be purſued and recom- 
mended to the Country. At different periods 
they have heretofore been avowed and ſup- 
ported by the higheſt authorities in this king- 
dom; by eminent individuals, and conſiderable 
bodies of men; by Mr. Locke and judge Black- 
ſtone; by the "late Earl of fo SI, and Sir 
George Savile ; by the Duke of Richmond, the 
Marquis of Lanſdown, Mr. Pitt, and Mr. Fox; 

by Petitions from- ſeveral Counties, and by re- 

peated Declarations from the City of A} 

In appealing to the avowed opinions of men 
of eſtabliſhed reputation, or of diſtinguiſhed 
rank in their Country, we do- not mean to 
ſtrengthen the reaſon or enforce the neceſſity 
of the meaſure we propoſe, ſo much as to ob- 
viate all perſonal imputations, which the ene- 


mies of the cauſe will rd a" 
+} 2 
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thoſe who fapport it. It is not, that on our 

account, we dread the effect or regard the im- 
reſſion, which ſuch Iimputations may produce. 
we think it material to the credit and ſuc- 
cels of our proceedings to ſhew, that we are 
not aiming at Reforms. unthought of by wiſe 
and virtuous men; that our opinions neither 
poſſeſs the advantage, nor are liable to the ob- 


jetion of novety; and that we cannot be'ac- 


cuſed or ſuſpected of factious purpoſes, or dan- 
gerous deſigns without extending the ſame 
accuſation” of ſuſpicion to the motives of men, 
whoſe ſituation and property, independent of 
their character, principles, and abilities, have 
given them 4 moſt important ſtake in the _—_ 
and good government of the kingdom, 
Convinced by our own reflections, by cups 
rience, and by authority, that the thing we 
propoſe to do, is fit to be done, we have, with 
equal deliberation, weighed the reaſons that 
may recommend, or be objected to the preſent 
time, as the moſt or leaſt proper for bringing it 


forward. On this point, we have no addreſs 


to make, to the determined enemies of a Re- 
form of every kind. Their objection, Whether 
valid, or not, is to the ſubſtance of the meaſure, 
and cannot be abated by circumſtances. To 
thoſe who concur generally in the principle, but 
who may be inclined by particular reaſons to 
defer the attempt, we ſeriouſly wiſh to ſubmit' 
the following conſiderations : that admitting 

P this 
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this to be a ſeaſon of general tranquillity in the 
country, it is, on that account, the more proper 
for temperate reflection, and prudent exertions 
to accompliſh any neceſſary improvement it 
is the time when practical meaſures for that 
purpoſe, are moſt likely to be adopted with diſ- 
cretion and purſued with moderation. If we 
are perſuaded to wait for other times, of a dif- 
ferent. complexion, for times of public com- 
plaint, or general diſcontent, we ſhall then be 
told, that general remedies are not fit to be 
| propoſed in the moment of particular diſorder, 
and that it is our duty to wait for the return of 
quiet days, unleſs we mean to create or increaſe 
confuſion in the country. The reſult. of this di. 
lemma, if it be ſuffered to prevail, is pure and. 
abſolute inactivity at preſent, and for ever. On 
the other hand, if, it be true, as we are con- 
vinced it is, that-in this general appearance of 
tranquillity, there is ſome mixture of diſcontent, 
as well as of ſtrong and well grounded opinion, 
on the ſubject of abuſes in the Government, and 
corruptions of the Conſtitution, we with it to 
be conſidered by men, whoſe Judgment has 
been formed or enlightened by experience, and 
whoſe actions are moſt likely to be directed by 
prudence, Whether in taking proper meaſures 
to remove the cauſe and objects of ſuch diſ- 
content, and opinion, the choice of the time be 
not a material part of the meaſure ;. and he- 


ther the earlieſt time that can be taken for pre- 
- venting 


| 
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veitlag the tcredſe of in exiflivg evil; be riot 
the ſafeſt and the beſt ? ?: 8 

The . example and ſituation of Another king- 
dom, are held out to deter us from innovations 
of any kind. We fay, that the Reforms we 
have in view are not innovations. Our interi- 
tion is not to change, but to reſtore3 not to 
diſplace; but to re. inſtate th Conſtitution upon 
its true principles, and original ground In the 
conduct of perſons moſt likely to reproach us 
with a ſpirit of innovation, we ſee a ſolid ground 
for retorting the imputation; Their profeffions. 
of admiration of the beauty, and of zeal for the 
ſecurity of the Conſtitution, appear to us tod 
laviſh to be ſincere, eſpecially when compared 
with thoſe practical violations, with which they 
ſuffer this beautiful ſyſtem to be invaded, and 
to which they never refuſe to give their con- 
currence. They will not innovate, but they 
are no enemies to gradual decay as if the 
changes inſenſibly produced by time and nou- 
riſned by neglect, were not in effect the moſt 
dangerous innovations. But what ſecurity have 
we, that the diſpoſitions of ſuch men are not 
ſomething - worſe than paſſive? How are we 
aſſured that, in praiſing the Conſtitution, their 
intention is not to adorn 4 victim, which they 
wiſh to ſacrifice, or to flatter the beauty they 
are endeavouring to corrupt? Let their inten- 
tion be what it may, we anſwer their accuſation 
in the words of one of the wiſeſt of mankind: 
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«+ THAT TIME 18. THE GREATEST: IN. 
«© NOVATOR ; AND IF TIME OF COURSE 
% ALTER THINGS TO THE WORSE, . AND 
* IF WISDOM AND COUNSEL SHALL NOT 
% ALTER THEM TO THE BETTER, WHAT 
©* SHALL BE THE END!“ 
By the Reform propoſed by Lord Chatham4, 
he declared in the Houſe of Lords, that he meant 
to infuſe a portion of new bealth into the Conſtitution, 
The Duke of Richmond has declared 6, that 
his reaſons in favour of a Parliamentary Re. 
* form were formed on the experience of 
te twenty-ſix years, which, whether in or out 
* of Government, had equally convinced him, 
n enyine Houſe of Commons, 
& by @ renovation of the Rights of the People, was 
6 the only remedy again/t that Syſtem of Corruption, 
© which had brought the Nation to diſgrace and ps 
e- with the loſs of Liberty.” 
er authorities, in favour of a Parliamen- 
tary Reform, as direct and explicit as theſe, 
might be quoted in abundance. The public iz 
poſſeſſed of them. We rather wiſh to encoun- 
ter, becauſe we are ſure we can efface, in every 
rational mind, the impreſſion which may have 
been made by a view of thoſe events, which 
have attended a total change in the Conſtitu- 
tion of France. WE DENY THE EXISTENCE 
OF ANY RESEMBLANCE WHATEVER BE- 


„ Lord Bacon. f Jan. 424 1770+ f Jane 2, 1783. 
of by TWEEN 
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TWEEN THE CASES OF THE TWO KING« 
DOMSz AND WE UTTERLY DISCLAIM 
THE NECESSITY OF RESORTING TO SI 
MILAR REMEDIES, We do not believe that, 
at this day, an abſolute avowed deſpotiſm, in 
the hands of the Executive Power, would be 
endured in this Country. But who can fay, to 
what concluſion the filent unreſiſted operation 
of abuſes, inceſſantly ating and conſtantly in, 
— may lead us hereafter ; what habits it 
may gradually create; what power it may 
finally eftabliſh ? The abuſes in the Govern. 
ment of France wers ſuffered to gather and ac- 
cumulate, until nothing but an eruption could 
put an end to them, The diſcontent of the 
People was converted into deſpair. Preventive 
remedies were either not thought of in time, or 
were not propoſed until it was too late to apply 
them with effect. The ſubverſion ——— 
cient Government enſued, The inference from 
this compariſon is at ones fo powerful and ſo 
obvious, that we know not by what argument 
to illuſtrate or enforce it. We mean to avert 
for ever from our Country the calamities inſe- 
parable from ſuch convulſions. If there be, as 
it is ſaid, in any part of this kingdom, a diſpo- 
ſition to promote confuſion, or even to arrive 
at improvement by unconſtitutional and irre- 
gular courſes, we hold ourſelves as ſtrictly 
pledged to reſiſt that diſpoſition, wherever it 
my Ne as to purſue our on objects by 
P 3 unexceptionable 
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unexceptionable methods. If on the 
it be true, that the maſs of the People axe ſatiſ 
fied with the preſent ſtate of things, or indiſſe. 
rent about it; if they approve of the Repre . 
ſentation as it ſtands, the Form of Election, and 
the Duration of the Truſt; or if condemning 
theſe things, they are determined, from - indo. 
lence or deſpair, not-to attempt to correct them; 
then indeed the efforts of individuals may be 
ineffectual, but they cannot be injurious to the 

of the community. If the ſpirit af the 
Conſtitution be dead in the hearts of the People, 
no human induſtry can revive it. To affirm, 
that extenſive miſchief may be done by a ſtate- 
ment of facts or arguments, which make no ge- 
neral impreſſion on the public mind, is a propo- 
ſition that contradicts itſelf, and requires no 
other refutation. We truſt it will be proved 
by experiment, that theſe inconſiſtent aſſertions 
are equally unfounded, and that the People of 
this Country are no more diſpoſed to ſubmit to 
abuſes withqut complaint, than to look for re 
dreſs in any proceedings repugnant to the Laws, 
or unwarranted by the Conſtitution. Between 
anarchy and deſpotiſm, ſpeaking for ourſelves, 
we have no choice ta make zwe have no pre- 
ference to give. We neither admit the neceſſity, 
nor can we endure the idea of reſorting to either 
of theſe extremities as a refuge from the other. 
The courſe we are determined to ens. is 


> as diſtant from both, 
Finally 
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| not to ſee, and treachery not to acknowledge, 
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Finally, we aſſert, that it muſt be'blindneſy 


That ““ the inſtruments of power. are not perhaps | 
« {6 open and gvowed as they formerly: were, and. 
« therefore are the leſs liable to jealous and invidi- 
« ous reflections; but they are not the weaker upon 
« that account. In ſhort, our National Debts and 
« Taxes have, in their natural conſequences, thrown 
te ſuch à weight of power into the Executive Scale of 
Government, as we cannot think was intended by 
* our Patriot Ance/tors, who gloriouſly Hruggled for 
the Abolition of the then formidable parts of the 

« Prerogative, and by gn unaccountabis want of fore- 
« kobt, eftabliſhed this Syſtem in their ſtead. Our 
general object is to recover and preſerve the 
true balance of the Conſtitution. . 

THESE ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF OUR 
ASSOCIATION, and, on our ſteady adherence 
ta them, we look with a juſt confidence to the 
approbation and ſupport of the people in the 
proſecution of our object. A meaſure, ſo likely 
to be oppoſed by. the united ſtrength of various 
intereſts, can never ſucceed, but by the declared 
and hearty concurrence of the Nation. 

Refolved unanimouſly, 

That a motion be made in the Houſe of com- 
mons, at an early period in the next Seſſion of 
Parliament, for introducing a nn 
Reform. 

Reſolved unani imouſly, 
That Charles Grey, Eſq; be | requeſted to 
P 4 make, 


* Blackſtone. 
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make, r | 


the above motian, 

Stomp, 
By the Unanimous Order of the M 
W. * anne ay AIRMAN, 


Trammazons TAVERN, PRO May 405 1992, 


WILLIAM BAKER, Eſq NI. P. in the Chair, 


Right Hon. Lord JOHN RUSSELL, 1 M. 7. 


Deputy- Chairman, 


R. BAKER, from b dene 
up the following Reſolutions, which wete 
agreed to by the Society. | 
Reſolved, That it appears to. this Meeting, 
that a formal notice having been given in the 
Houſe of Commons, on Monday the zoth of 
April, by Charles Grey, Eſq; of his intention 
to bring forward, at an early period in the next 
Seffion of Parliament, a motion for a Parhamen- 


tary Reform, occaſion has ſince been taken ta 


throw out and propagate a variety of aſper. 
ſions, equally groundleſs in ſubſtance, and op- 
probrious in terms, againſt the motives, objects 
and proceedings of this Aſſociation. 

| Reſolved, 
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Reſolved, That although we are of opinion 
that the true objects of our inſtitution have been 


dlearly defined, and diſtinctly expreſſed in our 


Declaration, and Addreſs, it may nevertheleſs 
be adviſeable to encounter and repel the calum- 
nies, with which we have been attacked, by 
the following obſervations, which we willingly 
ſubmit to the cool and impartial judgment of 
Our Country. * | 

That, whereas it is objected generally by per- 
fons, who have not yet ventured to deny the 
neceſſity of a Reform in the actual Repreſenta- 
tion of the People, at ſome proper but undeter- 
mined period, that the time we have taken, and 
the mode we have adopted, for bringing for- 
ward the meaſure, are likely to produce the 
moſt dangerous conſequences in the country ; 
we ſay that the arguments, which determined 
us in the choice of the time, have been fully 
ſtated in our Addreſs, but have been no where 
anſwered, nor at all fairly conſidered. This 
objection is urged and relied on, as if it had not 
been foreſeen and anticipated. We muſt con- 
tent ourſelves therefore with re-afferting that 2 
ſeaſon of quiet and proſperity is the moſt pro- 
per for mild and temperate diſcuffion, as well ag 
for taking moderate and reaſonable ſecurities 
for the future; and that the choice of fuch a 
time is alone ſufficient to clear us of any inten- 
tion to promote popular diſcontent. But we 


underſtand it has been particularly aſſerted _ 
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the preſent time is improper, becauſo no ſpe, 
" clic grievance exiſts. ; whereas the period,, 


when former propoſals for Reform were ot · 
fered to Parliament, was. perfectly proper, de 
cauſe a grievance did then ſubſiſt in the Ame, 
rican war; the origin, the continuapce, and the 
calamities of which were attributed to, or ſup- 
poſed to be connected with the imperfect and 
corrupted ſtate of the Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament. 

We do not admit that the immediate non. 
exiſtenceof grievances, which the acknowledged 
corruption of the inſtitution is at all times 
equally capable of producing, is any objection 
againſt taking ſecurities to prevent the return 
of ſuch grievances. But we poſitively affirm, 
that in fat, a caſe has lately occurred, which, 

on the very principles of the objection, elta- 
bliſhes the neceſſity of a Reform in the conſtruc: 
tion of the Houſe of Commons. We mean the 
late Armament intended to aft againſt Ruſſia, 
which might haye involved the Nation in a 
moſt impolitie and ruinous war; and to which 
a large majority of the Houſe of Commons 
gave their ſupport, in direct contradiction to 
the real intereſts, and to the acknowledged 
ſenſe of the people, With reſpect to the mode 
of our proceeding, we conceive that the objec- 
tions urged againſt it, ought to have been as 
preciſe, a as ſpecific, as the reaſons we have aſ- 
ſigned 
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6gned in ſupport of it. laſtead of 
the principles we profeis with thoſe of the Con- 
ſtitution; inſtead of canvaſſing the terms of 
aur Declaration, and proving a: contradiction. 
between our profeſſions and our conduct, it is 
thought fit to load us with a lopſe, unſupported, 
general charge, expreſſed in the language of 
reproach, not of argument; of uniting with 
certain bodies of men, whoſe principles and 
practice, as far as they appear to be: ſuch as they 
are repreſented, we have not only diſclaimed 
in the ſtrangeſt terms, but have declared, that 
we are determined to; reſiſt to the utmoſt of 
our ability. Not a ſingle propoſition, . not one 
ſentence, nor even a word in the Declaration 
and Addreſs, which we have ſubmitted to the 
public, has been pointed out as liable to an ob- 
jection of any kind. We do believe, that the 
minds of men are every day more and more 
enlightened an tlie ſubject af the Conſtitution 
and Government of their Country, as well ag 
more attentive to it, than in former times. 
That diſpoſition has not been created by any effirts of 
ours, We are of opinion, that it exiſts very ge- 
nerally throughout this Kingdom. E it w/efut 
to diſcourage, is it pi ible ta ſuppreſs it? We ear» 
neſtly recommend it tp thoſe, who wiſh well to 
the Peace of the Kingdom, to conſider ſeriouſly, 
whether under the acknowledged exiſtence of 
abuſes, a declared reſiſtance to every propoſal 
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for amendment, may not in the event, prove 
favourable to the views of men, whoſe prinel- 

ples are deſtrutive of all good 

and wholly irreconciledble with de e of 

our Afﬀociation. 

Before the Motion, tb which one of eup Met. 
bers, in compliance with the requeſt of the 80. 
ciety, has pledged himſelf, can be made, we 
hope the ſenſe of our Country, will be Gay 
expreſſed. If, after having done every thing in 
our power, to obtain a Reform, which we think 
wanting; the country ſhall appear to be ſatisfied 
with the preſent ſtate of the Repreſentation, we 
muſt and ſhall ſubmit. If, on the contrary, the 
propriety of out meaſures ſhall appear to be ge. 
nerally felt and acknowledged, we ſhall hold 
ourſelves bound to uſe every legal and conſti. 
tutional means of effefting # timely and tem- 

perate Reform; the only one Which we can 
| propoſe, and the only one to which we will 
give our concurrence. Whenever that object 
is attained, our Aſſociation is at an end W Co 
Xo FURTHER. —The people then will pofleſs a 
more perfect organ to expreſs their ſentiments, 
and à power to correct thoſe abuſes, which we 
call ſubordinate, and which we believe to pro- 
ceed principally from the preſent depraved 
Rate of the Repreſentation of the People in 
Parliament. | 

Reſolved, That the above Reſolutions, pro- 
poſed by the Committee, be agreed to, and 
adopted 
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adopted by the Society, and — 

tee ba inſtructod to publiſh the ſame, 

Signed, By Order of the Sacjety,.. | 
ALLA BAKER, MF: Chinn 
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Duidztai groen tne" * 
Faxgenmazout' TAyERN, Saturday, May 12, 1291. 


v Ho Lord JOHN an. M. P. 
Chairman. 


cEORN BYNG, 210 M. F. 55 
Daoputy Chairman. 


"tits g letter, received at the laſt 
| Meeting, from the Society for Conſtitu- 
tional Information, and then ordered to be re» 


ported upon by the Committee. was again read. 
„Sis, ö | 1 een 


« By the Society for Conflitarional bibs. 
tion, I am cammanded to expreſs to you the 
e ſatisfaction that its Members e meet 
e tution of your Society. 

That the Houſe of e itſelf, which 
< is the very ſubject to be reformed, ſhould 
© have furniſhed a part of the ſtrength of this 
new inſtitution, may ultimately afford impor. 

cc tant 
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„tant advantages to the Public. But it muſt 
not, Sir, be diſguiſed, that at firſt this tircum⸗ 
ſtance will neceſſarily be accompanied with 
« doubts, - with fuſpicions;- with apprehenfions, 
It is not, Sir, the firſt time that Members of 
* that Houſe have profeſſed themſelves Reform- 
ers. It is not the firſt time that they have en- 
* tered into popular Aſſociations; but, ſhould 
they on this occaſion, prove faithfully inſtru- 
mental in effecting a ſubſtantial * Reform in 
« the Repreſentation of the People, and the du- 
E ration of Parliaments, it will be the firſt titne 
e that the Nation hath not found itſelf in an 
error, when it placed confidence in Aſſociated 
« Members of Parliament, for the recbvery of 
the Conſtitutional and Ineſtimable Rights of 
« the People, The long loſt Rights of Repre- 
« ſentation are Rights, Sir, which, in truth, are 
e not to be recovered but by the exertions and 


Lunanimity of the People themſelves. Impreſ- 


«ſed with this great truth, it has been an inva- 
& riable object of this Society, to revive. in the 
* minds of the Commonalty at large a knowledge of 
« their Iq Rights, reſpecting the Election und dura- 
jon of the Repreſentative Body and we doubt 
not that your Society will ſee the wiſdom of 
« purſuing a like courſe. May it taſte the de: 
«light of diſſuſing this knowledge |: May it reap 
e the honour of ly forth 72 5 energies of 
ide Nation * 4 


When 
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When this Society, Sir, contemplates that 
© flood of light and truth, which, under a be- 
nign Providence, i is now ſweeping from the 
c earth deſpotiſm in all its forms, and infringe» 
ment of rights in all its degrees; to make 
« way for freedom; juſtice, peace, and human 
„ happineſs; and when it ſees your Society an- 
© nounce itſelf to the world, as the Friends of 
the People, it reſts aſſured, that this ne inſti- 
e tution abundantly partakes of that light, that 
*« it embraces that truth, and that it will act up 
eto the ſacredneſs of that friendſhip which it 
<« profeſſes, by nobly caſting from it with dif. 
0 dain all ariſtocratic reſerves, and fairly and 
s honeſtly contending for the People's Rigbts 
« in their full extent. Here, Sir, be affured, 
« lies: all your ſtrength. Lou may boaſt of 
r of wealth; of talents, and even of 

principles, but without the fellowſhip of the 
“People, underſtanding and feeling their immediate 
* intereſt in the conte/t, your Aſſociation, - when- 
© ever it grapples with that powerful deſpotiſm 
eto which it is oppoſed, and tu which'a conſti- 
« tutional cloak ſerves as ſhield and unn 
re | 

“Here, Sir, it is with peculiar, GtisfaAtion, 
« that the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
can expreſs/its belief that to its own unequi- 
vocal Declaration of Rights, without which' no 
« Engliſhman can be a Freeman, nor the Engliſh Na- 
* Zion 4 * People,” it owes that confidence 5 

66 
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0 the part of all true friends to à fubſtantial Re. 
form of Parliament, which in all periods of 
the Society's exiſtence, it has invariably ex- 
“ perienced. This ſhort Declaration, | contain 
« ing no more than four diſtin& propoſitions, 
« ſatisfied the People that the Society aſſumed 
t not the Office of Reformer; without knowing 
6 with' precifion what wanted Reform; nor the 
character of friend, without manifeſting that 
& fincerity which gave proof of its attachment. 
5 Tt left to ſuch Reformers as Mr. Burke to 
« talk of the People's Liberties ; and at the ſame 
time to deny, or explain away their Rights, 
This Society, Sir, truſts that the purity of 
6 principle, which actuated individual Mem- 
ce bers of Parliament, who joined the Aﬀocia: 
tions that have been ſpoken of, will in no 
4 degree be aſſected by the obſervations: that 
« have been made upon the inefficiency of thoſe 
« Affociations ; but convinced that a ſtrong im- 
& preflion ſtill remains upon the minds of the 
People, that in general, perſons who have long 
e been accuſtomed to hold ſeats in the Houſe of 
«© Commons under. the preſent abuſes in the 
<« Repreſentation, and whoſe connections are all 
« Ariſtocratic, muſt be almoſt more than men, 
. «at once, and completely, to ſucriſice both pre- 
« judice and unwarranted power at the Altar of 
Freedom. This Society, convinced, I fay, 
« Sir, of the exiſtence of this impreſſion, would 
not ſuffer its delicacy to ſtand in the way of 
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| * Sociery; e to the ſublime 


* effort of virtue which their ſituation now de- | 


ta 
4 1 — Comin fn 


« ax Larrwz RIGHT, * 
beser April a7, 104. | 


4 To the Preſident of the | 
« catitin; F3e Pr of the Fr y 
** ple, aſſociated far the purpoſe of oh+ 

* eaining 4 Parliamentary Reforms? 


Wy Wim 
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William Baker, Eſq; M. P. Chairman] re- 
ported from the Committee, the following 
anſwer, which H r N to the e of 
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bi Fully ſenſble that the Society bor AY 

tutional Information have made no. ſacrifice to 
delicacy in their Addreſs. to us, we, on our 
part, ſhall affect no diſguiſe. Voluntary Afſo- 
ciations not being armed with public authority, 
have no force but that of truth, no hope of 
ſucceſs, but in the ſtrength of reaſon, and the 
concurrence of the publie. 

* We profeſs not to entertain a wiſh, hat 
&« the great plant of public benefit, which Mr. Paine 
* has ſo power fully recommended, will ſpeedily be 
&« carried into ect e; nor to amuſe our fellow- 
citizens with the magnificent promiſe of ob- 
taining for them the Rights f of the People 
jn their full extent,” the indefinite. language 
of deluſion, which by opening unbounded pro- 
ſpects of political adventure, . tends to deſtroy 
hat public opinion, which is the ſupport of all 
free Governments, and to excite a ſpirit of in- 
novation, of which no wiſdom can foreſee the 


For theſe exact words, ſee the Reſolutions of the Mancheſter 
Society, publiſhed by the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
ja. the Morning Chronicle of the 16th of Apiil, 1792. 


+ The words of their _ figned J. reer. 
effect, 
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t, 


cauſe we wiſh to preſerve it: 


tution of the Aſſemhl 2 * the * 
f 0 


_ J. 


effett,, and no ee cots, We hr 


of ha well 
82 5 ade our e 


ty to,;propole. no extreme 

ver, ſpeci 15 in theory, can. never. be ac- 
iſhed without, violence to the ſetiled opi- 

d, nor attempted without en- 


mankiog, 
ſony of Jing 270 eee 


E e confeiſ Y. We are convinced 
attachment to the 


that, ths people 1 
h 


orm of our Government. and 


objects | of juſt affettion, not from 


eriſ 


implicitreyerence b dr 2 Mbiinal ſuperſtition, b 


itutiöns belt. calculated to produce 0 

Fg of man in Civil Society; Land } it 18 
1 we are convinced that abuſes: are under- 
and corrupting. them, at we have 
aſſockated for the preſervation of thoſe princi- 
ples, . We wiſh t to Reform the Conſtitution, be- 


1 


Aſſociations farmed ii in the face of P ower, 


in oppoſition. to the intereſts of our preſent Le- 


giſlators, evince that individual ſecurity, and 


ſonal in dence,, are already eſtabliſh by 
our laws; The immenſe accumulation of debt, 


the enormous taxation of ſeventeen millions of 
annual revenue, demonſtrate that the collective 


intereſts of the Community have been neglected 


or betrayed. - We believe the defective Conſti- 
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e gur Conf itution, . Theſe - 3 
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fc Purſe to be the real ſource of this eil 
With this view we have pledged ourſelves th 


attempt 2 timely. and ſalutary Reform; 
hering in every meaſure, we may tale to the 


| a perfect right to poſſeſs an organ 
by which the public mind may ſpeak in legiſla- 
tion; and fo bind their Repreſentatives to the 
intereſts of the whole Community, by a fre- 
quent renovation of the truſt. Theſe pe 
accompliſhed, we believe abuſes will find no 
RE Tat 2 genuine Repreſentation of the 
regulations beſt adapted to the 
Nat derts pit will de gradually infuſed into 
our FS nk through the known channels of 
Legiflation, ard that the agitated minds of men, 
feſuming their confidence in Parlizment, will 
fabſide into a calm expectation of redreſs, with- 
out forgetting the principles, or violating the 
forms of the Conſtitution, 
| „ Theſe, as we think, are the views of men 
deteſting anarchy, yet ſincere FaiznDs or TH: 
PzoyLz. Tour letter appears to us to be writ- 
ten with 2 view to create diſtruſt of our de- 
figns ; to inſinuate doudbts of dur ſincerity, and 
to excite an early ſuſpicion'of our principles it 
the minds of the People. We have hot, how- 
ever, refuſed in anſwer to diſdaim” what we 
condemn, and to avow our real obſects, from 
the purſuit of which, we will not A 
es 


c 


have been publiſhed, we anno: help regarding 
as irreconcileable with thoſe Teal intereſts on 


Farnmasong Tarzan, May 1%, 179% | 


* To Jonm CartTwWRIGHT, 
may. of the Jacky Bay 
« tiqnal Information,” 


Reſalved, That the Society da and 
zdopt the anſwer propoſed by the Committee 
to the Letter of the S0 for Confitutional 


- =o - 


Information. 


Reſalved, That the proceedings of; f thi js day, 
induding the Letter of the Conſti, 
tutional Information, and the — 
Society to it, be printed and publiſhed. _ 
Reſolved, (That, together with the Anſwer of 
this Societyito the Society for Conſtitutional 
Information, there be tranſmitted to John Cart- 


wright, Eſq; 1 


1 
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of the Reſolution of the Friends of 7 
to print and publiſ the Letter and Roply. 


en Jon Acer e iheru ret. 
S! JOHN RUSSELL, Ai 
r ite, 1 
711 18 q. 2 20 n 5 wp Feli. 241 386 34s 1 
A 11 i her: in tis? een 
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7 500" tigte Ttie, For 2, 1792. 


A W- Meeting of the Society of the 
Friends of the People, aſſociated for the 115 
2 of obtainitig a' Parliamentary R. 

e 


id this ITY? f e ee 
Sir JOHN" THROCKMORTON, Yai. ; 
* Chairman. +. Ana * 


bi eArrON, Eſq; Ml F t 
Irma Obairman. 10 2:12 


* 


e pranimouſly, . a 


$43.4 04 
Are the thanks of this Society be g e to 
Cbaries Grey, Ey: for his able and manly 
* of this Inſtitution in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on the a gth of May, and for the juſt 


of the Cauſe of che Peuple, by thoſe ho here- 
tofore profeſſed themſelves Advogates for Par- 


liamentary Reborn. e 0: Reſolved 


ſeverity with which he expoſed the dereliction 


rn r 


W 
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Refolved unanimouſly, That the thanks. of 
this Society be given to the Right. Hon, Charles 
James Fox, for his ſteady adherence to the cauſe 
of the People, and for his able and eloquent 
ſupport of the amendment, moved by Charles | 
Grey, Eſq; to the Addreſs of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, on the '25th of May—an amendment 
which teaches Magiſtrates to afford an equal 
protection to the civil Rights of Men of all de- 
nominations, and combines the Peace and Or, 
der of Society, with the Liberty and Happinels 
of the People. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of 
this Society be given to thoſe Members of the 
Houſe of Commons, who, upon the ſame occa; 
ſon, joined their efforts, and ſo ably and elo- 
quently ſupported Mr. Grey's amendment. 

Reſolyed unanimouſly, That the Thanks of 
this Society be given to the Right Honourable 
the Earl of Lauderdale, for his able and manly 
defence of this Inſtitution in the Houſe of Lords, 
on the 31 of May; and for the juſt ſeverity 
with which he expoſed. the dereliction of the 
cauſe of the — by thoſe who heretofore 
profeſſed themſelves Avocates for nnn 
ry Reform. 

Reſalved unanimouſly, That the Thanks of 
this Society be given to the Moſt, Noble the 
Marquis, of Land{downe, for his conſiſtent con- 
duct in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, and 
for the error. which, with ſo much ability 
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. and the birth- right of Britont 


ſecond Reſolution be tranſmitted —— — 


inan of this Meeting, Tees —— 
James Fur; and that a —— 


be at ent by din tothe Margui of Lay 


dpwne. 

| Refolyed pnatimouſly, That a Proclamation 
of the Crown, cannot reſtrain or impeach that 
freedom in the oy mph Political SubjeQts, 
n ſervation of Public 
Li o the Spirit of the Britiſh 


eftabliſhed by their Laws. | 

* Reſolved unanimouſly, That the late Procla- 

mation appears to this Society unneceflary ; be. 
cauſe thoſe wha under pretenge of 
this right of. political cuſſion, intenti 
vilify the Government, and create diſaffe&tion 
in the mind af the people, are able to proſetu. 
tion, and may be puniſhed in the Courts of 
Law; but that all meaſures which have a ten: 
dency co prejudge the cauſe even of theſe offs 
ders before trial are bighly 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That a Proclamation 
profeſling to be directed againſt the authors and 
publiſhers of fuch writings ; but ſo indefinitely 
txytclled 26 to ed dont whether het poo 
ſons, whoſe principles and proceedings,” even 
malice itſelf, cannot = a CO en 
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more the real objects; is of 
in the Government of a Fan Props, mw, | 


ſcious of the in 


JOHN THRC 


' Ordered, That the following Letter, and the 
Anſwer of the Commit js Society, be 
printed ad publithed; k! oh jk * 
„Committee of the Society far n 
22 | 25 1 to the Committee 
onourable » entitled the Friends 
ol the Pepple in London, 55 
* GznTLanin, uſt 
enen with infinite pleaſure we have read 
and confidered your Addreſs and Declaration 
from your General Meeting an the 26th of April 


a body of the moſt reſpectablo and worthy 
raters, are a ſufficient teſtimony and confirma- 


don fo us, that ſo Honourable g Soclety, by 
ſignalizing 


igned) 95 
ORTON, chairman. 


ft. The principles therein ſot forth by ſo ge 
cha. 


D. 16s ]Þ 
fignallzing themſelves in ſupport of the laudable 
and general cauſe of the community, will ren. 
. der” themſelves moſt truly worthy of that high 
and benevolent appellation, by which they are 
already known to us, The Friends of the People. 
- «© Your ſentiments, your motives, and your 
plan of obtaining a Reform of the abuſes of Go- 
vernment are perfectly in uniſon with our ideas. 
It is our buſineſs (to which we have always 
conſined our endeavours) to inſtruct the people 
in a temperate and peaceable manner in the ne. 
ceſſity of ſuch a Reform as you point out; but 
have never yet attempted to adopt or point out 
any particular mode of obtaining it, further 
than you will obſerve by the incloſed, believing 
that in due time men of more reſpeftable cha- 
racters and greater abilities would ſtep forward. 
To ſuch we have always had an eye, and upon 
ſuch we have ever meant to rely for our Go- 
vernment, and the adoption of the moſt eligible 
plan of a more free and equal Repreſentition in 
the Houſe of Commons, and the removal of the 
great abuſes and impoſitions by meaſures alto- 
gether inadequate to the intereſt and welfare of 
the nation in general, and to the mechanical 
and laborious part of the e in par- 
ticular. 
Alt is therefore with the higheſt degree of 
ſatisfaction, that we behold ſuch à reſpectable 
body ſtepping forward in ſo laudable, ſo. juſt, 
and ſo good a cauſe. You have our warmeſt 
at's ſincereſt thanks, and aGured auler 


/ 
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of ſupport in it, to tie beſt of our abilities, in a 
rational and peacęable way. It is our duty, and 
it will ever claim bur attention ſtrictiy to adhere 
to, to maintain, and be governed by the princi- 
ples laid down in your declaration. Notwith- ” 
ſtanding the groſs and fallacious inſinuations of 
the enemies of juſtice and. equity, we are af- 
ſured that no honeſt man being acquainted with 
our principles, would have attempted to declare 
e 
is completely to overturn the Conſtitution, &c. 
and we are ſorry, that Mr. Baker was under the 
diſagreeable neceſlity of explaining, in anſwer to 
cl groſs afſertions, without having it in his 
power to ſpeak with preciſion to the principles 
and deligy of this, and ie ſimilar Societies, and to 
have united them with yours in his explanation, 
For this; and imer reaſons, we are fuduced to 
take the liberty of troubling yu with the above, 
aud following Ketch, Ohr Members are now 
about 2400; yet we have 6 with 
truth . that nat the leaſt diſorder. or 
confuſion hath made its appearance amongſt us 
Vallis unanimity, peace, avd concord. As our 
Members increaſe, the number of meeting places 
are increaſed in proportion, ſo as not to exceed - 
at maſt thirty Members at one place. All. the 
circular Meetings are held onge a fortnight, on 
the lame. evening. Our General Meeting is 
held once a month at three different houſes, on 
the ſame day, generally very crowded; yet, 
good order and regulatity are frictly attended 
vn . 10 
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to; * daubt nat but what has been 
geſted to be impoſſible, will be fully n 


to be not only practicable, but caly to accom- 


Yiz. to introduce uſeful knowledge, good 
order and regularity, into the minds and morals 
of the common or lower orders of people. 


We are perfectly ſatisfied of the integrity 


"and abilities of thoſe reſpectable characters who 


| e the Society of the Friends of the 


People (but if we may preſume to 15 before 


them ſame thoughts we have had, 223 
adopt for 


what method would be the beſt to 

- obtaining the general ſenſe of the mend, ale 
the kae Motion in the next Seffion of Par. 
Kament takes place) we 2 with greaz 
deference to that honoura to fubrai 


wb e following to their fuperior ju dgment. We 


the Won Ukely and effectual plan will 
be to d eſtabliſh a Convention in London by 
puties from each County or Diſtrict, by w 
means the ſentiments of the nation may be ob- 
tained without any confuſion or diſorder. = 
Looking up to the Friends of the People 


28 our leaders and direQors in this great and f ne · 
ceſſary buſineſs, we ſhall be happy, and eſteem 


it a great fayour, $0 receive any communication 
Ph they may v to fayour us with. 
*_ ET have the honour to be with eſteem, 


« Your's very reſpectfully, 


* SAMUEL ASHTON, Secretary.” 


« By order of the Committee, 1 
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The Committee — 


the People, affociared for the purpoſ# of od. 
taining 4 Parliamentary Reform, to the Com- 


OY in Sheleld. | 
* 10 naue. tai May 24, in. 


mittee of the Society for Conſtitutional In 
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. Sow to Tate the receipt FT] 
r 


of the 14th inſtant, and to return 


you our thanks for a cotfidence which we truſt 
dur future conduct will merit from our Country. 


We have received ſincere pleaſure, not only 
from the firm and virtuous tone in which y 
have ſpoken your principles, but from the 
and temperate manner in which you have 
limited their application to practice. We rejoice 
that our ſeptiments, our motives, and our 

te plans of reform, are perfeckly in uniſon with 

« your ideas,” becauſe we believe that a cons 
duct in the great body of the People correipond- 
ing to fuch “ ſentiments,” will equally con- 
found the two oppolite claſſes of enemies to the 
public weal; that it will defeat the hopes of 
thoſe who would dupe the people into tumult; 
and that it will filence the fenders of thoſe ad- 
vocates of corruption who have labouted to 


render the cauſe of Liberty odious and terrible 
to all itizens; by confounding it with 


principles of anarchy; and by loading it with 
| the 


\\ 


„ 


7 
** 


— 


C266 3 


the obloquy,of provoking civil commotion, and 


of endangering the deſtruction of a Conſtitu- 
tion, juſtly renowned for the Fir Ic, x an 


 Pinels which it has ſo long beſtowed, You are 
pleaſed to ſay that & yon look up to the Friends 


«* of the People as your Leaders and Directors 
« in this great buſineſs,” —Authoriſed as we 


feel ourſelves by this proferred guidance, and 


by that harmony of ſentiment which, from the 
tenor of your letter, we, muſt ſuppoſe to. exiſt 


between you and ourſelves, permit us to lay 
before you ſome ideas which ate dictated by 


zeil för our common cauſe. The cauſe of Li. 


derty can never be endangered by the affault 
ol its edemies, but may ſornetimes be expoſed 
by the indiſcretion of its friends. Its principles 


are founded on impregnable reaſon, and its ene. 
mies are therefore too dextrous direct to attack 
them. Ir is not againſt the reaſonings of the 
champions of corruptions Ifor they have pro- 
duced none), but it is againſt thedr craft and 


their tolſ.repteſentatlon that we have found. it 


neceflary to defend ourſelves by the warineſs of 


our language and our conduct. A fimilat wari- 


neſs, as Far as the authority of 6ur opinion can 
extend, we muſt counſel all Societies Aflo- 


clated on ſimilar principles for the accompliſh- 


ment of the ſame object, to obſerye. Accuſed 
as they are, in common with ourſelves, of me- 
ditating one object and holding forth another; 
of ſeducing the People by 2 meaſure ſo 2 
3 Meere 1 —_ 18 38 an 
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and ſalutary as nne | 
meaſures of deſperate tendeney and yndefinable 
extent, we can only adviſe them to follow. our 
example in honeſtly aud ſolemnly, declaring, 
that they make the preſervation of the Con, 
« ſtitution, on its true principles, the founda- 
« tion of all their proceedings,” and the mea- 
ſure of all their Reforms, .. Language thus ex- 
plicit, will effectually combat miſrepreſenta- 
tions, to which, perhaps, ardent indiſeretion 
may have ſometimes furniſhed. pretexts, An 
cxrly declaration. af theſe_ opinions, which we 
ſincerely believe you to entertain, will conciliate 
many. to the cauſe of à Reform, who are now 
held in honeſt neutrality by their fears. The 
friends of order, after ſuch a declaration, juſti- 
fied by conſiſtent conduct, will be no longer 
driven to ſeek. refuge from anarchy in the 
boſom of corruption. The - intereſted - fup- 


| porters of the. preſent, abuſes. will thus, be dif 


armed; for it is only by confounding Reform 


with commotion, and corruption with the Bri- 


tiſh Conſtitution, that they are enabled to pro- 
long and ta defend their uſurpatigns, All our 
language, 28 you will perceive from the pro. 
ceedings, Which we tranſmit to you, has bee 

cautious, becauſe all our views are moderate. 
We are perſuaded that you have à ſimilar mo- 


deration of views, and we earneſtly exhort yo . 
eee 


It 
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Tris only 
the ſame moderation of principles, and adopt 
the fame warineſs of language; that this 
can entertain any correfpondence; or promiſe 
any co-operation; We have publicly difclaimed 


what we condemn; as well as zyowed our real 


object; and on an vecafion unſought for by us, 
in conformity with this principle, we have been 
to decline all intercourſe with the 
for Conſtitutional Information i Lon. 
don, a er | 
pretend to we are certainly entitled 
decline all intercourſe with men whoſe views 
A 


"On the acts wikd den tated 


fot collecting the opinton of the People on the 


of Reform, we do not feel ourſelves yet 
to decide. In à more advanced ſtagt 
of the buſineſs, een — 


for deliberation; . 


try, on the admirable printiples which your 


tion which it entitles us to expect from you. 


You will deprive our enemies of evefy pre 
text for counterfeiting alarms which they 


aaa bo ee 


indeed with Societies who expreſs 
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have been juſtified in adopting that line of 
por which ay now find ourſelves bound to 
re immediately on the appearance of the 
from the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation, on the 25th of that month, if we 
had not been anxious, in that moment of criti- 
cal expectation, to check every ſymptom of dif. 
union among ourſelves, in the ſanguine hope 
that at the Meeting on Saturday laſt, the moſt 
deciſive meaſures might have been taken to ob- 
viate the fatal effects of that Publication. 
Tou, Sir, will recollect the weighty ob- 
jectionb which were made to Mr. CR ad- 
miſſion as a Member of the Aſſociation, the ſpe- 
cific ground of thoſe objections, and the declared 
Reſolution of ſome of us to renounce our con- 
nection with the Aſſociation on that very ac- 
count : and, as we cannot diſtinguiſh between 
the appointment of that Gentleman to correl- 
| pond with the Jacobins at Paris, and the expreſs 


avowal of a ſimilar correſpondence actually car- 


ried on under the hand and ſignature of Mr, 
Cartwright, we are at a loſs to conceive, upon 
what principle, the one ſhould have ceaſed to 
belong to the Aſſociation, which did not equally 
demand the excluſion of the other. 

No ſtep of this ſort appears to have been 
taken.—Retaining the ſame opinion of the pro- 
priety of a Parliamentary Reform, agreeably-to 
| thole principles which alone induced us to. en- 
gage in the e and which we have re- 
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peatetily declared to the Public, we feel that is 
— to our own conſiſtency of conduct; and 
under this impreſſion, we think it incumbent 
on us to withdraw our names from à Society, 
which, by continuing ſuch connections will, 
1 our opinion, fruſtrate the attainment of thoſe 

jets for which. alone the Aſſociation 
— inſtituted; and to which alone its attention 


ought to be directeſ J 

| We have the honcur to be; Bir, r 
our moſt obedient and humble ſer 

v "'Y GO e at WN. BAKER, 10" 

J. C. CURWEN, /: 

i 2644 Þ" 24 1  DUDLEY-NORTH, 

Jello ha Js COURTENAY: 

„7 the Chairman of the Aﬀciation ñn 


— 
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curred to any Member of this Aﬀociation, that 
Major Cartwright ought to have been excluded 
on Saturday laſt, it would have been in act of 
ublic duty in fuch Member to have brought 
Erna à motion for that purpoſe. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That no one of the 
five Gentlemen, Who have aſſign ied the conti- 
nuance; of Major Cartwright i in ** Society as 
their ſole reaſon for quitting it, did attend at 
the * Meeting on Saturday laſt. 

R 2 Reſolved 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That it does not ap. 
pear upon what reaſonable ground the five Gen. 
tlemen, who have now quitted the 
could have entertained a /anguine hope; that mea. 
„ — not think fit to re- 
in their abſence. | P 

| Reſolved unanimouſly, That at the Moeting 
on the igth of May, the name of, Mr. Cooper 
was voluntarily withdrawn by the Gentleman 
who had originally propoſed him, before any 

had been publicly made, or any thing 

| o 

ſubjech. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That this 
have entered into no connefions whatſoever in- 
conſiſtent with their declared principles; but 
on the contrary, have publicly declined all in- 
tercourſe with another Society, whoſe views 
and objects appeared to them irreconcileable 
with the real. intereſts of the People, and the 
genuine principles of the Conſtitution. 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That if this Society 
had in any inſtance, contradicted or 
from the declared principles and objects of their 
Inſtitution, or deviated from the mode which was 
originally adopted forobtainingthem, individuals 
might then be juſtified in withdrawing from it, 

Reſolved unanimouſly, That no act, proceed- 
ing, or Reſolution of the Aſſociation, has been, 
or can be „ 
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on this day be printed and publiſe t. 


In name, and by order of the Society, 
(Signed) 
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| | 1/6 & The Committee eme by the Society 
| of the Friends of the Poople, aſſociated for the 
purpoſe of / obtainin OW PARLIANENTARY 
REFORM, having 8 ſummohed a Gene- 
ral Meeting of the Society, to be held at the 
Free- Maſon's Tavern, on Saturday next, the 
© 25th inſtant, will not anticipate the objects 
to! be then ſubmitted to their conſideration; 
at the ſame time, viewing with anxiety the 
meaſures that have been lately taken, th 
think it incumbent on them to warn tho 
with whom they are engaged in the great 
caufe of PARLIAMENTARY"! Rzyorm, againſt 
the effocts of an alarm Which has been raiſed 
by creummman ſo extraordinary and unex- 
2 They, therefore, earneſtly expreſs their 
wiſh that the Meeting may be attended by 
as many Members of this Aﬀociation as poſſible 
confident that they will come to it with that 
diſpoſition of temper and firmneſs becoming 
men intereſted in the preſervation of the Peace 
and Liberty of their Country, which can alone 
be ſecured by a ſteady adherence to the acknow- 
ledged principles of the Conſtitution. 
$6 By Order of the Committee, 
« G, BYNG, Chairman.“ 
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At 2 General Meeting of the Society 1 
of the Prople, aſſociated for the * 17 
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Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following 
Addreſs be adopted by this een; 
ed i = the Town and N e 157 


al Soclety of the Friends of the P 
'aflociated for the purpoſe of —.— 2 
Parkanientary Reform, after a careful reviſion 
of all their Declarations, . Reſolutions; and Pro- 
ceedings, ſince their inſtitution, as well as of 
the events which have taken place ſince their 


laſt Meeting; and after an/attentive*confidera- 


tion of the preſent ſtate- of public affairs the 
apparent diſpoſitions of the people at this time 
the acknowledged conviction of almoſt all men, 
of all parties, of the neceſſity of a Parliamentary 
Reform, and with no other difference of opi- 


nion, but concerning the extent of the meaſure, 


or the time for propoſing it; and finally; the 

fituation in which this Society is ee by / their 

own engagements,” and by the expectations 

formed of their future conduct, have this day, 
Ra 2 


© © Unanimouſly 


C 1e 


1 Unanimouſly reſolved, That they hold 
themſelves bound by every tie of honour and 

| ob . rs to ac 
eir Aſſociatjan; 
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were incompatible 
of a limited monarchy, as if the Crown were 
not ſafe with an bonef} unbiaſſed Houſe of Com- 
mons, or as if the idea of ſuch Reform had been 
at all times reprobats 


ſole wiſh and object is to 
tional inſtrument and 


, calling, a. we have dane, for the 
ſupport of the country in their own cauſe, and 


for the purpoſes which we have repeatedly de. 


ſoliciting the aſſiſtance of every 


man, who approves of our defign, and may bg 


to 


promote it; we at the fame time 


moſt earneſtly exhort and conjure the true 
friends of the cauſe of Reform, to di 4 
and refiſt, to the utmoſt of their ability. every 


attempt to ſupport it by any other means than 
thoſe which the laws permit, and the Conftitu. 


1 78 J 
different patts of this united kingdom, of their 
entire concurrence, in our declared views and 
principles, of their confidence in our integrity 
and prudence, and of their determination to 
ſupport us, we carneſtly hope that thoſe Aſo. 
_ cations 2s well as all others who are friends of 
the fame cauſe, will confine themſelves to the 
fame diſtinct object that we do, oo operate 
with us on the principles ſtated in this and our 
former, Dectarations.. In return we. - Promiſe 
them that we will exert and deyote our facul. 
ties, and. our labours. faithfully, honourably, 
and ſteadily, to the. 5 eat cauſe of Reform, i in 
which we are engage and united with them. 
| In Name and by the 5 of the Society, 
(Signe 
SAMUEL WHITBREAD, 2 e 
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Reſolved unanimouſly,” That this blowing 


Letter addreſſed to the Preſident of this 
Society, and the Anſwer of the n 


be printed and pubüühed : 
66 UNITED IRISHMFN or DUBLN, 


« Hon. SIMON BUTLER, in tho Chen. 


The Society of United Iribwes of Dablin, 
addreſs the Friends of the People at London, 


impreſſed with the reſemblance in the title, 
Ki nature, 


. oi ihe Zig ie on! 
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nature, and deſtination of their 


ſtitutions; and acting under that fraternity of 


feeling which ſuch a coincidence naturally in- 
fpires. The title which you bear is à glorious 
one: and we too are Fend of 'the Pug; 
If we be aſked, Who are the People?“ We 
turn not our eyes here and there, to this party, 


People; but we look around us without” parti- 
ality or predilection, and we anſwer, The 


* multitude of human beings; the living maſs of 


«< humanity aſſociated to exiſt, to ſubſiſt; and 
to be happy. lu them, and them only, we 
find the original of ſocial authority, the mea- 
ſure of political anne — 
legitimate power. 


[4 As Friendwof.the People; upholititg rhoty | 


rights and deploring their ſufferings, the great 
object of this Society is a real repreſentation of 
the Iriſh Nation in an Iriſh Parliament; and as 
friends of the whole people, we ſupport” the 

neceſſity of Catholics, emancipation, as 2 means 
of making repreſentation what it ought to be, 


free, equal, and entire. If the e of one 


country be not obliged to obey the laws of 
another, on the ſame'principle when the 


reſident in a country have no ſort of influence 


over the * Legiſlature, ' that "Legiſlature will 
receive rather à diſcretional acquieſcence than 
legitimate obedience; and 'as this diſcretional 


ſtate is dangerous, becauſe a change 
Ca an,” 


or to that perſuaſion, and cry, Lol the 
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becomes neceſſary for the peace and happlnet 
of the nation, violence being the laſt meaſure to 
which rational beings will reſort. | | 

« The preſent ſtate of Ireland with regard 
e Hg wn OE 
three of which are of the Catholic religion; and 
with regard to political freedom, 

1. The ſtate of Prozgftant repreſentation i 1 
2s follows: 17 boroughs have no reſident elect- 
or; 16 have but one: 16 have from two to five ; 
9o have 13 eleQors each; go perſons return for 
106 venal boroughs, that is 12 members out 
of zoo, the whole number. Fifty. four members 
are returned by five noblemen and four biſhops ; 
and borough influence has given landlords fuch 
power in-the counties, as makes them boroughs 
alſo.—In ſhort, repreſentation which in its na- 
ture is only a depoſit, has been converted into 2 
property ; and that Conſtitution which is found- 
ed on equal Liberty, and which declares that 
no tax ſhall be levied without the good will' 
of the people, is totally perverted in its princi- 
ples, and corrupted. in its practice; yet the 
, Majeſty of the People is ſtill quoted with affected 
veneration; and if the crown be oſtenſibly pla- 
ced in part of the Proteſtant portion, it is placed 
in mockery, for it is encircled with thorns. 

« 2, With regard to the Catholics, the follow- 
ing is the fimple and ſorrowful fact: Three 
millions, every one of whom has an intereſt in 
the ſtate, and collectively give it its value, are 
taxed without being ä and 2 
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by laws to which they have not given conſent. 
They now require a ſhare of Political Liberty, 
in the participation of the elective franchiſe, 
and of Civil Liberty in the privilege of ſerving 
on Grand Juries. There can be no Civil without 
Political Liberty; and in requiring the right of 
ſuffrage, they, in reality, demand only a ſafe- 
guard for their religions their property, and 
their lives. 

« The code of Penal Laws againſt the Catho- 
lics, reduced oppreſſion into a Syſtem; the 
action and preſſure of this Syſtem continually 
accumulating without any re · action on the part 
of the fufferers ſunk in the lethargy of ſervitude, 
has confirmed the of the 
People in a habit of domination. This habit, 
mixing with the antipathies of paſt times, and 
the irritations of the moment, has impreſſed 2 
ſtrange perſuaſion that the rights of the plura- 
lity are Proteſtant property, and that the birth. 
right of millions, born and to be born, continue 
the ſpoils of war and booty of conqueſt, The 
perverſion of the underſtanding perverts the 
heart; and this Proteſtant aſcendaney, as it 
calls itſelf, uniting power with . paſſion, and 
hating the Catholics becauſe it has injured them, 
on a bare inquiſitorial ſuſpicion inſufficient” to 
criminate an individual, would eraſe 2 whole 
People from the Roll of Citizenſhip, and for 
the ſins (if they were fins) of remote anceſtors, 


would attaint their remoteſt poſterity. 5 
Ve 


. . — 
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tution is changed into its poiſon.— The i iniqui- 


manners, makes Elections mere fairs for the 
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have read, and read with horror, that Louis XI. 
ordered the children to be placed under the 
ſcaffold · where the father was beheaded; that 
they might be ſprinkled with his blood. a 
« It is, we think, by this unequal diſtribution 
of popular privilege, that its very nature has in 
this kingdom, been corrupted; and from the 
moment that Equality of Rights was over- 
turned, and General Liberty became particular 
power, the public mind has been ſplit into a 
conflict of factions. General diſtribution of the 
Elective Franchiſe would make corruption im- 
practicable; but when common right becomes 
the property of perſon, party, or perſuaſion, it 
4cquires à value equally unnatural and uncon- 
ſtitutional; is bought and ſold ; riſes or falls, 
like any marketable commodity. The depri- 
vation of the Elective Franchiſe on the one 
hand, robs 4 great majority of the nation of an 
invaluable blefling ; and its accumulation in the 
hands of the Proteſtant portion, operates on: 
that very portion as a curſe. The right of 
all heaped up and hoarded by the few, becomes 
2 public peſt, and the nutriment of the Conſti- 


tous monopoly rots in Boroughs, ſpreads its 
contagion through Counties, taints morals and 


traffic of Franchiſe and the ſale of men; in place 
of that nationality of mind, which ſpreads its 


parental embrace around a whole People, ſub- 
__ ſitutes 
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ſtitutes the envious excluding ſpirit of ſelfiſh 
corporations, and ſwelling at length into mon- 
ſtrous and gigantic aſcendancy, holds forth an 
hundred thouſand hands to bribe and betray, 
and tramples with an hundred thouſand feet on 
thoſe miſerable millions, who have loſt their 
only guarantee againſt injuſtice and oppreſſion, . 

<*« Inſtructed by the genius of the Conſtitution, 
and the genuine ſpirit of the laws ; inſtructed 
of late by all that has been ſpoken or written, 
or ated, or ſuffered in the cauſe of Freedom; 
inſtructed by the late Revolution in America; 
by the late Revolution in Ireland; by the lats 
Revolution in France; hearing of all that has 
been done over the face of the globe for Li- 
berty, and feeling all that can be ſuffered from 


the want of it; reading the Charter of Inde- 


pendence to Ireland, and liſtening to the ſpirit- 
ſtirring voice of her great deliverer; actuated, 
in fine by that imperiſhable ſpark in the boſom 
of man, which the ſervitude of a century may 
ſmother, but cannot extinguiſh, the Catholics | 
of this Country have been leſſoned into Li- 
berty ; have learned to know their rights ; to 
be ſenſible of their wrongs, and to detail by 
peaceable delegation, their grievances, rather 
than endure, without obedience, . You | in either 
kingdom, who reproach. the Catholics of Ire · 
land for aſſerting the rights of nature, burn 
your Books, tear your Charters, break down 
your Free Preſs, and crumble to pieces thoſe 

moulds 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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moulds which have caſt Liperty in ſo fair a form, 
as to make Catholics feel what Proteſtants have 


felt, and join their admiration and love with 


thoſe of a worſhipping world. 
<«« This Society and many other Societies 
have affociated to create that union of power, 


and that brotherhood of affection, among all 


the inhabitants of this iſland, which is the 
intereſt as well as the duty of all. We are all 


Iriſhmen, and our object is to unite the different 


deſcriptions of Religion in the cauſe of our 
common Country. From the moſt oppoſite 
points in the wide circumference of religion 
we tend, with increaſing velocity, to the ſame 
centre of political union. A Reform in Par- 
hament, preceding Catholic enfranchifement, 
would be in its nature partial and exclufive ; 
and unleſs a Reform immediately follows that 
emancipation (which it will certainly do) the 
extenſion of Elective Franchiſe, would only add 


to the maſs of corruption. The centre of our 


union is fixed and immoyeable. The Preſbyte- 


rian wiſhes for National Freedom. The Ca- 


tholic aſpires to nothing more; not can either 
of them be brought to believe that thoſe va- 
rieties of religious faith, which may be deemed 
the pleafure of the Creator, ſhould be made the 
engines of political torture to any of his crea- 
tures. Too long have our People been ſet in 
array of battle againſt each other; too long 
have the rancor and revenge of our * 
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been left as x legacy of blood to their poſterity; 
too long has one mb of the Social Body been 
tied down, until it had nearly loſt all feeling, 
life, and energy. It is our with, it is our hope, 
to give Ireland the full and free 'poſſeflion of 
both her arms, her Catholic arm, as well as her 
Proteſtant arm, that ſhe may the hetter embrace 
her friends, or grapple with her foes. 

Such are the principles and practice of our 
inſtitution, which, baving neither power nor 
patronage, but merely the energy of honeſty, 
has not only been diſtinguiſhed by the catum- 
nies of thoſe, who are born only to bite the 
heel, and be cruſhed under foot, but has been 
honoured by the obloquy of men, who fill the 
firſt offices in the State. From them we appeal 
to naturalright, and eternal juſtice, whichought\ 
ever to be eſtabliſhed without compromiſe or 
reſervation. From them we appeal to thoſe, 
who call themſelves Friends c? the People. 
Look not upon Ireland with an eye of jndiffer- 
ence. The period of Iriſh infignificance is paſ- 
ſing faſt away. If the *Nation ever appeared 
contemptible, it was becauſe the Nation did 
not act; but no ſaoner in the late war wag it 
abandoned by ernment, than it roſe to dife 
tinction as a 


Gov 

Pede. As to any union between 

the iſlands, believe us When we affert, that our 

union reſts upon 'our mutual independence.— 

We ſhall love eachother, if we be left to ourſelves. 

It is the union of minds which ought to bind 
MYELIN 16-0, theſe 


L 186 * 


theſe Nations together. Reciprocal intereſts 
and mutual wants will ever ſecure mutual affec. 
tion ; but, were any other union to be forced, 
and force only could effect it, you would en- 
danger your liberties, and we ſhould loſe our 
rights; you would feel the influence of the 
Crown increaſed beyond all ſufferance, and we 
ſhould loſe the name and energies of a People, 
with every hope of raiſing to its merited ſtation 
in the map of mankind, this noble and neg- 
lected iſland, © for which God has done ſo 
much, and man ſo little.“ 4 
| « Signed by Order, 
THOMAS WRIGHT, Secretary.“ 


Dosrm, OSober 26, 1794+ 


ANSWER 


Of the Committee of the Society of the FDS 
of the Prorl x, aſſociated for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 
8 CommiTTEE-RooMs, No. ga, Frith-freet, Sobo. 
3 | 
„We have received by the hands of Mr. 
Archdekin, the favour of your Addreſs, and 
ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of laying it 
before the Society of the Friends of the People, 
at their firſt Meeting, which is appointed to be 
held on the 15th of next month. We cannot, 
however, delay expreſſing the pleaſure we feel 
by y 


2 
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in finding ſo large a portion of our fellow. citi 
zens entertaining ſentiments ſo juſt, and ex- 
preſſing theſe ſentiments with an energy that 
commands aſſent. Our endeavours muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be conſined to this iſland, and can have 
no immediate relation to Ireland, which ever 
muſt poſſeſs a right to legiſlate for herſelf— 
Whether we ſhall give or take the example, our 
wiſhes will ever be earneſt for your ſucceſs. 
In name, and by order of the Committee, 
(Signed) GEORGE ROUS, Chairman. 


November 27, 1792. N 


To the Preſident of the Society of United © 
Iriſhnen in Dublin. 


— o 
* 
- - 
* 


At a Meeting of the Committee on the 24th of 
May, it was ordered that the following 
Reſolutions be printed and circulated by this 
Society. 5 | 

| wy Tuarciits-Hove Taying, 16:h May 1782. 


« A T 2 numerous and reſpectable Meeting of 

” Members of Parliament friendly to a 

Conſtitutional Reformation, and of Members 

* of ſeveral Committees of Counties and Cities. 
8 2 RAN P RESENT, 


t 6 1 


of the Hon. William Pitt, on the yth inſtant, 
« for the appointment of a Committee of the 
« Houſe of Commons to enquire into the ſtate 
« of the Repreſentation of the People of Great. 
Britain, and to report the fame to the Houſe, 
© and alſo what ſteps it might be neceſſary to 
« take, having been defeated by a motion for 
<« the order of the day, it is become indiſpenſa. 
c bly neceſſary, that application ſhould be made 
« to Parliament by petitions fram the collective 
« Body of the People, in their reſpective diftrias, 
i requeſting 2 ſubſtantial Reformation of the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament. 

« Reſolved unanimouſly, * That this Meet · 
« ing, conſidering that a general application by 
6 the collective body of the people to the Houſe 


« of Commons cannot be made before the cloſe 


< of the preſent Seflion, is of opinion that the ſenſe 
& of the People ſhould be taken at ſuch times as may bs 
6 convenient during this ſummer, in order to lay their 
&« ſeveral Petitions before Parliament early in the nert 
gen, when their propoſals for 4 Parliamentary 


„ Reformation 
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« Reformation (without which naither the liberty 
&« the Nation can be preſerved, nor the permanence 
— twang entre ret mere 
« may receive that ample and maturt diſcuſſion, which 
* /o momentous & que/tlon deniands.” = 


* 
9 . 
N : . | 
* 9 


The State of the Repreſentation of England and 
Wales, delivered to the Society, the Friends of 
the People, aſſociated for the Purpoſe of obtaining 
4 Parliamentary Reform, on INS 
2 1793- 


„ 
—— mmm ————— em — 


Report of the Committee appointed to Report pon 


the State of the Repreſentation in England 
and Wales, 


OUR Committee apprehend that they 
cannot better comply with the intention 

of your Society, than by arranging the ſubject 

referred to them under diſtin& Heads, and giv- 

ing a plain ſtatement of facts unmixed with any 
argumentative inference, and accompanied by 

no other obſervations than ſuch as a due atten» 

tion to perſpieuity may appear to render necei · 


fary, 
WF: 83 To 
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To this line of proceeding your committee 
feel more particularly attached, becauſe it carries 
with it that internal evidence of openneſs and 
fair dealing which muſt conciliate the unpreju- 
diced, even if it were poſſible it ſhould fail to 
convince them, and confines the opponents of 
Reform to that iflue which ſets at dehance all 
ſpeculation and ſophiſtry, and on which every 
man is capable of forming a judgment. An 
unembelliſhed detail of facts muſt, to be refut. 
ed, be invalidated ; and for the ſame reaſon 
that it, is impregnable if well founded, it is 
eaſily ſhaken if built on falſhood or error. By 
the very plan of their Report, therefore, your 
Committee give an unequivocal teſtimony 
that they reſt their claim to credit ſolely u 
the accuracy of their ſtatements ; and they — 
a ſubſtantial proof that they fear no inveſtiga. 
tion into what they advance, by the manner in 
which they advance it. 
Your Committee have conſidered the tate 
of the repreſentation under three general Heads: 


Finsr. They have examined into THE RE. 
PRESENTATION AS IT EXISTS INPOINT 
OF FORM; 

9 And herein, | 
1ſt. Of the diviſion of the repreſentation, or the 
proportions in which the different counties of 

England contribute to the total number of Re 


preſentatives. 
| 2dly, 
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 2dly. Of the diſtribution of the electiue franchiſe, 
or the proportional number of voters by which 
the different Repreſentatives are elected. 
3dly. Of the right of voting or the various re- 

ſtrictions and — under which the privi- 
lege of a vote for the choice of a Repreſenta- 
tive is beſtowed, 

athly. e Can. 
didates, and thoſe elefled—and WF 

5thly. Of the duration of Parliaments. 


SECONDLY. They have examined into THE 
- MODE IN WHICH ELECTIONS ARE 
nn AND DECIDED ; 


And herein, 
the length of time to which are 
trafled, 4 4 eke | 
2dly. Of the expence and inconvenience ariſing 
from the diſtance between the reſidence of the Elector, 
and the place Election. 
zaly. Of the influence of corporations by the powers 
intruſted to the returning officers. 
Athly. Of the appeal to the Houſe of Commons 
under the opergtions of the Adts, 10th, 11th, 25th, 
and 28th of Geo. Ill. as far ar the ſame relate to 


expence and delay. 


TarzDLy. They hive ſhewn THE MISCHIEF 
RESULTING FROM THE DEFECTS AND 
ABUSES POINTED OUT IN THEIR RE. 
3 


fie: | And 
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And herein, 

© Of the fem of PRIVATE PATRONAGE, « and 
Ide influence poſſeſſed by Peers and wealthy Commoners, 
in the nomination of what are called the Repreſonta- 
tiver of the People. 

By this viſion of the ſubject your Committee 
exhibit 2 view of Repreſentation, confidered 
with reſpect to its component parts, the mode in 
which thoſe parts are combined, and the conſequences 
and effefls of the whole ſyſtem. 

Of the Repreſentation, as it exiſts in point of Farm, | 

YOUR Committee find that the number of 
Repreſentatives is 513 (excluſive of Scotland) 
and that they are returned to ſerve in Parlia · 
ment by the different counties in the following 


proportions to the groſs number 
40 Counties return 2 each, — W $0. 
12 Counties (Wales) x each, — — . 


Theſe Counties, which are claſſed according to 
uſual diviũon of England, return Members for the 
different Cities, Towns, and Boroughs they cofi+ 
tain, in the following proportions, viz. 


Northern Counties, | 
Northumberland, — _— - — < 
Cumberland, _ 4 
Weſtmoreland, — — — — 
Durham, — — VR, 2 
Yor kſhire, 2 — — a 28 
Northern Counties return, © excluſive of County 
— 4 
Carry over © —— 146 
* | 10 a ; 


923958 


$ 
— — 13 " 
| * 1 
Northamptonſhire, | vw — — 7 
Nottjoghamſbire, — — — — 6 
Rurland.— — — — 6 
Leiceſter rte 835 1 
Lincolnſhire — — — — 2 | 
Huntingdonſnire — 'S ns 
Middle Counties e — County 
| Members, — — — 
Eaftern Counties, 
Norfolk — — — lo. 
Suffolk —— — — — 0 
Cambridgeſhire — — — 23 
Hertfordſhire —_ — S 
Middleſex — 1 — — — 6 
- Effex — 6 
Eaftern Counties return, an of 1 Members — 4 
Dorſetſhire « — — — — 18 
Somerſetſhire — — — 16 
Cornwall 42 


Piers Gunti return, dau uf County .. 
— — 
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Southern Counties. | 


= * 

2 

7 * 

Kent — — 


' Suſſex* — — — — — 8 
%% —— . nb 
Berkſhire — — — — . 7 
Wiltſhire - — — — — 5 

- Cinque Porta . | 16 


S end Geer force rata} cndulite of 


County Members, © -_ — . 7 
12 Counties of Wales return 1 each, excluive of 
County Members - — - _ — 13 
8 Univerſities, 2 cach _ — — — 4 

> ies Total $13 


Your Committee, having thus ſhewn the pro- 
rtions in which the different counties and di- 
viſions of England are repreſented, will next 
endeavour to point out in what proportions the 
Eleftive Franchiſe is diſtributed —_ the body f 


Electort. 
Your Committee have found it impraQicable 


to obtain any accurate account of the total num- 
ber of Electors in England, but they conceive 
that the neceſſity for ſuch an account is eſſen- 
tially obviated by the one which they are ena- 
bled to lay before you. The following ſtate- 
ment, on the general correctneſs of which they 
can rely, is concluſive to prove, that, by the 

rtial and unequal manner in which the maſs 
of Electors is divided, ſuch a proportion of the 
513 Repreſentatives is returned to Parliament 
by a few, as renders it of little e 


G 
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how many the remainder is elected. If 3 per- 
ſons be choſen by 30, and 2 by 4970, 48 
undoubtedly the 5 are choſen by ooo ſtill it 
will hardly be contended that ſuch a diſtribu- 


tion of the Electors does not effectually take 


away every advantage of popular repreſentation, 


Your Committee 'find that two hundred and 
fifty ſeven Members, being a majority of the Com- 


mons of England, are elected by 11,07 5 voters; 
or in other words by little more than the 170th 


part of the People to be repreſented, even ſup- 


poſing them to be only two millions, 

The operation of this defect in the Repreſen - 
tation cannot however be thoroughly under - 
ſtood, without obſerving the manner in which 
the . return this majority is ſub- ai. 
vided this purpoſe your Committee have 
drawn out the following ſtatement, in order to 
bring before you in detail, the number of Elec. 
tors by which each of the different Repreſen- 
tatives, who conſtitute a majority of the Houſe 
of Commons, is choſen ; and, with a view to 
ſhew all that the Repreſentation even pretends 
to be, your Committee have conſidered Burgage 
tenures, and other Rights of a ſimilar deſcrip. 


tion, as creating real voters; the actual number 


of which they have taken into their calculation, 
reckoning them as Electors having individually 
2 free choice. N | 
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A Statement / the Proportions, in cable hb | 
Elective Er hiſe is diſtributed among that Body 
of Electors whos return the Majority of tht $13 * 
Members for England and Wales, 


Places where the right of Number of voters Members, 


voting is in Burgage and 2 
other Tenures of a flmilar 770 
deſcription. #5. 
Number of voters Members. 3 + 
Appleby 229 9 = 
burton 200 3 2 
Great Bedwin 0 3 S 
Beeralfton 190 -x@ a 
— 90 4 2 
roughbridge 4 3 2. 
Bramber A 3 2 
Clitheroe 102 3 2, 
Cock 260 3 * 
wnton 20 3 2 e 
Grinſtead 36 4 BE 
Heyteſbury go 5 s 
am 60 3 s. 
Knareſbro* 110 2 2 
Malton 200 2 2 
Midhurſt 100 2 2 
Northallerton 200 2 3 
Petersfield 154 2 
ichmond 270 * 1 
ipon 186 1 * 
Ryegate 200 4 S 
Saltaſn . 38 3 ned 
Old Sarum 7 2 4 
Thirſk 30 2 4 
r 3 . 
Weſtbury 1 $ 
— — 4 
Electors 2938 return 52 » 
——— = 
Ss 
Places where the number of 5 
voters does not exceed 30. a 
Aldborough (i, 4 3s 2 13 
Andover 2 3 
Banbury 4 I 3 
Bath 6 © 3 2 


Number 


: —— 
Places where the number of 


voters does not exceed * 
— 70 
Calliagon 8 | 
Dartmouth 98 
Weſt Looe 4 
Fowey | | 
Great NCrimiby 5 76 
Haſlemere 
Higham . * 
Hythe 


Nerd C) 63 
Oakhampton 96 


Places where the number of 2 
voters does not exceed * 
Marlow 216 
Bridgewater 230 _ , 

446 4 
ABSTRACT, 

2,939 elect 32 
2449 — loo 
1,781 — 45 
4.46 — 56 

44 — 4 F 
— 2 9 — 
11,075 return 257 

Your 


Note. The general accuracy of this flatement your Committee 
are ſatisfied may be relied upon. They do not pretend to ſtate 
that the number of voters in every ſeparate borough is exactly 

but they are perſuaded that they are rightly "__ 


— — — — 
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Vour Committee will now call your attention 
to the various rights of voting which are exerciſed 
in the different places returning Members to Par- 


 hament: | 
They find that the members for the 52 coun- 


ties are all elected by one uniform right. Every 
man throughout England, poſſeſſed of 40 ſhillings 
per annum freehold, except in certain cities and 
towns having peculiar juriſdictions, is entitled 
to a vote for the county in which ſuch freehold 
is ſituated. 


With reſpect to the different cities, towns, 


and boroughs, they exerciſe a variety of ſepa- 
rate and diſtin& rights, ſcarcely capable of being 


claſſed in any methodical order, and ill ® 7 


of being NY by the application of any 


fixed- principle. In the greater part of them' 
indeed the right of voting appears to be veſted 
in the freemen of bodies corporate, but, under 


this general deſcription, an infinite diverſity of 


peculiar cuſtoms is to be found. In ſome places 


the number of voters is limited to a ſelect body 


not exceeding 30 or 40; in others it is extend 


ed to 8, or 10,000. - In ſome places the freeman 


muſt be a reſident — to entitle him to 
vote; 


that is, . is ihe bend clad have wot 
more than co; in the third claſs not more than 100; and fo of 


the reſt, The difficulty of giving the exact number will at once 


appear, when it is recollected that in moſt of the Boroughs 
here mentioned, there have been no conteſts for many years. 


— have, however, procured the beſt intelligence 


power 
| . 
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vote; in others his preſence i is only required at 
an election. The right to the freedom is alſo 


different in different boroughs, and may, ac- 


cording to the peculiar uſage, he obtained by 
birth, ſervitude, marriage, redemption, &c. &c. 
remaining rights of voting are of a ſtill 


' more complicated deſcription. Burgageholds, 


leaſeholds, and freeholds,—ſcot and lot, inha- 
bitants houſeholders, inhabitants at large, pot- 
wallopers, and commonalty, each in different 
Boroughs prevail, and create endleſs miſunder- 
ſtandings and litigation, from the difficulty 
which is daily found to ariſe in defining and 
ſettling the legal import of thoſe numerous diſ- 
tinctions, which, in ſome places, commit the 
choice of two members to as many inhabitants 
as every houſe. can contain; in others, to the 
hav. 44 of a ſpot of ground where neither 

ouſes nor inhabitants have been ſeen for years, 
and which, in a few inſtances, have even pre- 


vented the N. of Parliament, from finally. 


1 og who are entitled to vote, or what 
the right is *. 
* | ada Your 

* Pomfret, Poole, Weſtminſter, Ludgerſhall, Newark, and Car- 
lille, have appeals upon the right of voting before the Hogſe of 


Commons remaining yet undecided. | 
A great variety of caſes might be quoted to ſhew the inconveni- 


ence ari from the preſent complicated rights of voting; that 


of Salta/þM particular is too curious to be unnoticed; Since the - 
year 1772, it has occupied the attention of no leſs than four Com- 
mittees, and is ſtill open to diſpute. In 1985, the right was deter- 
mined to be in the corporation, and the candidates returned by 
them were declared to be duly elected. One of theſe 'gentlemey 
having vacated his ſeat, a new election brought the queſtion again 
before the Houſe, when rr 
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Your Committee have not entered into any 
detail of the different rights of voting, becauſe 
it would have extended their report to a very 
tedious, and, in their opinion, a very unneceſ- 
fary length; they cannot, however, paſs over 
this part of their enquiry without calling your | 
attention to the following facts, conceiving that 
the manner in which the voice of the people is 
at, preſent collected, cannot be placed in a 
ſtronger point of view by ſtating thoſe who are, 
than by deſcribing ſome of thoſe whe: are not 
entitled to vote. 
A man, poſſeſſed of roool. per annum, or any 
ter ſum, ariſing from copy hold, leaſehold 
r 99 years, trade, property in the national 
funds, or even freehold in the city of London, 
and many other cities and towns having pecu- 
liar juriſdictions *, is not thereby entitled to 
vote. 
Religious opinions create an incapacity to 
exerciſe the Elective Franchiſe. All Catholicy 
are excluded generally, and by the operation 
of the Teſt Laws, Proteſtant Diflenters are de- 
prived of a voice in the e Repreſen · 
tatives 


burgage holders, nd ht + By theſe contra - 
dictory decifions two gentlemen voted in CS for three 
years, RS them denying the pretenfions of the othexy and the 
Houſe of Commons having at different times the 
right of both. | 

rr of vating 
the Reports of Meſſrs. Douglas, Luders, Phillips, and * 


pere, in nine volumes, much light is thrown upon the ſubje&. 


At Kingflon upon Hull, for inftance, the number of fregholders, 
thus excluded, is ated to amount to 300. 


— 
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tatlves in about thirty boroughs, where the 
right of voting is confined to che corporate 
officers alone. 410 
A matt paying taxes" o any anda bout great 
er, for bir domeſtic eftabtiſhment, does not obtain 
a rlebt 10 vote tmtzſs bis reſidence be in ſome borongh 
where that right is vefted in tht inhabitants; To 
aſcertain how far this exception applies, your 
Committee have carefully examined into the 
number of boroughs in which the electi ve fran- 
chiſe is committed to the inhabitants, and they 
find them to de 65 of which 289 contain leſs 
than 300 voters. Your Committee muſt here 
add, that it appears by a return made to Far- 
lament, from the Tux. office, in 1785, that the 
number of houſes paying tazes was 25 ** 

Such 2 to be the nature of the prinei . 
pal qualifications, and reſtrictions undet which 
the right of voting is beſtowed or withheld; it 
next remains to be be vn who may lyally be cho 
ſen as the Repreſentative. 

Your Committee find a variety of diſabilities 
created by different ſtatutes, or the cuſtom of 
Parliament. By theſe, minors, papiſts, aliens, 
n in priefts* orders, ſlierifſs, and other 

officers in their reſpedtive j 
eq ons concerned in the management of 
certain duties, or poſlefling certait offices, con- 
tractors, and perfons- holding penſions during 
pleaſure, are incapacitated to fit in the Houſe of 
Commons. Beſides theſe diſqualifications, there 
1 T is 
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is alſo another moſt material one, by which the 


Electors are precluded from making choice of 


any man not poſſeſſed of property in land. By 
the gth Anne, c. 5. every Candidate, if required, 
muſt take an oath that he has a clear eſtate of 
freehold or copy hold,“ to the value of 600l, per 


annum in the caſe of the Knight of a Shire, and 


in the caſe of a citizen or burgeſs; and 
the oath muſt be renewed when te member 
takes his ſeat. . The only exception is in favour 
of the Repreſentative of the two Univerſities, 
and the ſons or heirs apparent of Peers, 
and perſons poſſeſſing 6ool. per annum, from 
whom no qualification is required. 

With reſpe& to the duration of Parliaments 
your Committee find, that by an act paſſed in 
the year 1694, (or ſooh after the Revolution,) 
it was declared, that, By the ancient laws and 
 fatutes of this kingdom, frequent Parliaments ought 
to be beld, and that frequent and new Parliament; 
tend very much to the happy union and good agree- 
ment of the King and People,” ud therefore it 

was enacted, * that 10 Parliament ſhould laft 
—— than for three year. 

In the year of the reign. of Geo. I. (or 
171 my the Parliament, which was thus elected 
for three years, determined that it would be 
more convenient to hold their ſeats for ſeven, 
and by a law at that time paſled, and ſtill unre- 


|  -® A Copybold qualifies to repreſent; but not to ele#. 
N . 


— 


EE 
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pealed, ſuch at preſent is the legal term, befdre 
the expiration of which the people cannot re- 
yoke their truſt, be the conduct of their Repre- 
ſentatives what it may. The royal prerogative 
gives however to the King a better ſecurity for 
the good behaviour of the Commons toward 
the Crown, by enabling bim to diſſolve the 
Parliament at any an 
ſhall ſcem proper. 


OF THE. MODE OF "REI EM, 4 
© ELEGTIONS, 


You? Committee having repotted upot the 
various. heads which the firſt diviſion of theit 
enquiry preſented to them, and” having, in 
ſo doing, laid before you what may be 
called the conſtituent parts of an election, 
(namely, the places entitled to ſend the Repre- 
ſentatives, who are qualified to chooſe, and who 
to be choſen) come next to examine in what 
manner thoſe different rights ate brought into 
action, and to ſtate to you, the made in which 
Electiont are conducted. 

Your Committee find that Election pbceld- 
ings are carried on with extreme inconvenience 
to the Electors, and exceſſive expence to the 
Candidates. The two evils are however ſo in- 
timately blended, and depend ſo mnch upon 
each other, that, from an idea that a ſeparate 
and diſtin diſcuſſion of them would only lead 
to tireſome repetition, and unneceſſary _— 

T 2 t 


in has bean thought moſt adviſeable, to conſide# : 
them both under one head. | 
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The firſt defect in the ſyſtem ehablithes for 
colleQing the opinions of the people, to which 
your Committee will requeſt your attention, is; | 
that the Poll, whether the voters conſiſt of 10, 
or 10, ooo, and whether the right of voting be in 
inhabitants reſident, or in freemen, or free - 
holders diſperſed throughout the county, is only 
taten in one fixed place.* A freeholder of Corn- 
wall, living in Northumberland, muſt forego the 
exerciſe of his franchiſe, or travel to Le/twithiel; 
and a freeman of Berwick, reſiding at Falmonth, 
can. only be heard as an Elector after a journey 
of 400 miles. 

As theſe may.be called extreme caſes, and 
your Committee are above all things anxious to 
conſine themſelves within the limits of ſtrict 
fact and practice, they conceive it neceſſary to 
enter into ſome detail on this ſubject. 

In County Elections it frequently happens 
that the freeholder, living in the county itſelf, 
muſt go 40, 50, or 60 miles before he can be 
admitted to poll; but theſe are trifling journies 
compared to what muſt be taken by thoſe who, 
being freemen of one city or town, reſide in 
another. Your Committee have thought they 
could not furniſh better information reſpecting 


Except in Hampſhire, where, for * the eaſe of the inhabitants,” 
the Sheri haoa;power af remoting the Pull © the Lfe)er Wight 
7&8 W. . Ce ag. ſ. 10. 


1 this 
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this incanvenience, than by make and 
number 
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making extracts irom a certain thoſo 


poll books, which are printed at different Bo- 


roughs by authority of the returning officer, 
and which, ittinguiſh the number of -rg/ident | 
from non-rg/hdent freemen. From; theſe it ap- 
pears: that, at the following places, the pro- 
portion at the laſt cantaſts Rood thus: lad 162 


eva 00g melden onen | the Cor = 
Canterhiiry 110 3 "285 3347 


| af 197 ” 8 r 8 . _ 
Baſed og tp 1 
Lincoln 2.5 M4 N 126 406 > EI 2 
Neweaftle (Nor.) 1148 _— 839 22453 
Een 4 3957 - $63 1439 


. | | | S 5 £ 326 x * 4 
A* „ „ 14 r 2183 


From the above, which are ſcleted from a 
t variety o ar inſtances, to give à gene- 
genes of xo ject, it appears, 1 7 
places the non - reſident are ** to tha 
reſident voters, and in — actually out 
number them. 
Your, Committee have not thought it ne- 
7 to ſtate more than, two clafles. of non · 
reſidents, viz. thoſe from Londen, and thoſe from 
the country generally, "The variety of diſtances 
from which. the latter are brought, would, it 
here ſet, down, extend this report to too great 
length, but the curious may eaſily ſatisfy them. 
ſelves by a reference to the printed poll-books, 


* Committee conceive they give an average 


* ſufficiently 
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fuffciently correct, when they take the diftance 
3 which the country voters have, one with ano- 
| ther, to travel, to be, for each place, @ fourth 
| | part of the diſtance which ſuch place is from 
London. Thus the non-reſident country voters 
for Briſtol, it is to be aſſumed reſide 30 miles 
from the place of poll, thoſe living REA 
| not being nearer than 120 miles. | 
| On enquiry, among thoſe, agepts 'wha have 
| 
| 
| 


been in the habit of managing the conyeyance 
of voters from. one place to another, ſuch ac- 
counts have been received af the extravagant 
expence attending this part of an Election as 
would, if here ſet down, ſybje& your Com- 
mittee to the ĩmputation of having exaggerated 
in their ſtatement. For inſtance, ev every voter at 
Newcaſtle Tyne yne, coming from London, is 
| faid to coſt 3ol.; at N 201, ; at Briftol 151. 
| at Colcheſter 1 Tel The reaſons affigned for ſuch 
exorbitant charges are, that the greater part of 
the freemen are tradeſmen, or mechanics, who 
cannot be ſuppoſed to travel diſtances, 
| merely for the ſake of giving a | rs 3 
| are to be enticed from home, if not 
| bribery, at leaſt by the inducement of pleaſant 
| ; _ ance, good accommodations, and reaſon- 
| | tisfaQtion, if not ſomething more, for 
— trouble and loſs of time; and that, when 
a Candidate undertakes to pay the travelling 
expences of a man who is to confer a favour | 
| 


vpon him at tho end of the j Jourpey, it _ 


„ 
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de expotied: that” be will venture to-ſcrutiviae 


too cloſely into the expedition with which he 
proceeds, or the S of the bills he incurs on 
the road. 

What effec. this-1 may > have on the 
minds of thoſe who are not converſant in Elec- 
tions, -your Committee know not ; but the ac- 
curacy of the l eftimate, which, for the 
better underſtanding the extent of the expence 
in queſtion, they have thought it proper to lay 


before you, will not, they perſuade themſelves, 


cn ſhillings and fixpence per day—coft of maintenance, 
"Ten ae 6d fxgence per day—for loſs of time and trouble. 


This ® laſt charge is calculated from the ſum 


which, on an average, is paid on the ſame ac- 


count to witneſſes from the Country attending 
Election Committees i in the Hoyſe of Commons. 


* Tt true; that in the ſtrictpeſs of the law, the voter is not 
entitled to be paid for his loſs of time and trouble, but the prac- 


tice of doing it has become ſo general, and the propriety of it fo ; 


univerſally aſſented to, that it is now notoriouſly infiſted upon by 
all W and neceſſarily complied with by all candidates. 


4 According 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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According to this eſtimate it appears; that 
A ver taken go miles to poll will c. 015. G 


2 „ fot 


© For conveyance out and home „ "Ph 


: For three days maintenance + - 1 „„ 0 
ede eee eee. „ 11 6 
4 4 © 

© * _ . I? 

A gr when 20 tl, 13 
For conveyance aut and home * 40 © 

For ſeven days maint of * 21 1 06 
re. 3 4 
30 25 4 46 T JET 349 5 K 


— * — 


In the tial your-Committee haye W 2 
that the voter ſpends. only one clear day at the 
place of Election; but they myſt obſerve, that, 
from every information - they have been able 
o collect, his day here i | genorally much 
With reſpet to MY ie with which 
the voter travels, it is impoſlible to lay down 
any fixed rule as to the number of miles to be 
travelled. in one day; but your Committee ap- 
prehend, they may be fairly ſtated to be from 
50 to go, according to the diſtance of the entire 

ourney. A voter, for inſtance, would be a day 
Þ going from London to Canterbury (56 miles) 
and probably not more in going to Coventry 
(91 miles); and in ſuch journies as from'Lon- 
don to Newcaſtle (273 miles) he might continue 


do et the rate aß $6 of ga, = 


if 
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A any credit he given to the acturacy of theſe 
eſtimates, it will be eaſy, with the aſſiſtanee of 
the preceding extracts from the printed poll- 
books, to form an idea what the expence of 
bringing non · reſident voters to poll muſt be in 
places where the Hectors are neee 
At Colcheſter, The voters reſident i London, being 227. 


to be brought go miles to don mul, if abſent 5 d. 
colt at leaſt 3. 4. euch, or all together, 020 


At coventry.—Tbe voters refident in London, being 336, 
Arr. 
days, coll, 34. 44, each, or all ſogstherr.. 449 


At Newcaftle upon Tyne. The voters redent in London, 
being 208, to be brought #74 miles, muſt, ſuppoſing them 
Nee | 
_ all togetber, + | y * 2 Ta 


At W Ladle balk i to be 
| brought 140 miles, even ſuppoſing them only to be out 1 
4 days, muſt goſh at leaſt. 94,959, gach, or all together, C. 
The non-reſident voters coming from the 
different parts of the country, your Committee 

have before propoſed to conſider as travellin 
one quarter of the diſtance which er. 
Election is from London; but as it would be 
difficult to lay down any fixed rule by which 
to eftimate the length of time the country voters 
are abſent from home, they will leave every 
perſon to form his on calculation on this 
branch of expence. The truth is, that where 
the diſtance is under 25 miles, ſome voters will 
go and return in one day, whereas others, 


where the diſtance js above o _ 
WII 
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diſtant from the poll has alſo another 
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will make their polling a buſineſs of two 
days. Much depends on the voter's character 
and occupation. If, however, the country vo- 
ters belonging to Briſtol were to be eſtimated as. 
coſting only al. 8s. each (that is reckoning them 
to be abſent only one day,) they would all toge- 
ther be a charge upon the Candidates of 3, 4a9l. 
which, added to the expence of London voters, 
would make the total OT Oe 
non-reſident eleftors 9,79 31. 

This evil of the voters reſiding at a 


ect, 


namely, the rendering nugatory an act paſſed 
to prevent giving meat and liquor at Flacfi ou. 


Cuſtom has ſanctioned the propriety of opening 
public houſes for the reception of voters from 


the country, and it may eaſily be conceived bow 


_ :impoſlible it muſt be, during the tumult of an 


Election, to diſtinguiſh one deſcription of Elec- 
tors from another; the conſequence. js, that the 
rekdent freemen are equally with the non-refi- 


_ dents admitted to participate in the diſtribution 


of liquor, and that the whole town is a ſcene of 
drunkenneſs and confuſiqu, to the great incon- 
venience of the inhabitants, and the intolerable 
expence of the Candidates, 

Your Committee know not in what way they 
can bring before you any exact detail of the 
various other expences to which Candidates are 
liable. A heavy charge is incurred from the 
fees payable on the admiſſion of freemen having 


. 
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an Inchoste rigbe; thitis/s right acquired; but 


not claimed, and which, as is is to be exereiſed 
for the benefit of the Candidate, is ſo 
taken up at his exponcs, that from cuſtom it is 
never conſidered as an & of bribery. ' Theſe 
fees vary much, and amount from five thillings 
to five guineas for each admiſſion. The nume 
rous points of law which ariſe in the courſe of 
every canteſt make it neceſſary for the parties 
to have the aſſiſtance of counſel, and folicitors; 
the manoruvres which attend all polls, conducted 
upon a of fuch intricacy as 27 
this day, require the Exertions of many vigilant 
agents j. the very cockades form an indiſpenſa- 
Wend heby cha in n Hection; nor can any 
Candidate, ſpeaking generally, fatter” himſelf 
with much hope of ſucceſs, unleſs his liberality 
and contempt of ceconomy keep equal pace with 
the extravagance of his competitor. All theſe 
however are evils which thoſe, who have never 
been concerned in Elections, cannot perhaps be 
made to feel, and which to thoſe, who ate con- 
verſant in them, will appear much under- rated. 
nnn 
inconveniences which admit of direct 

and the dert to which they muſt turn ſs— 


The extreme length to whiob polls are protrafted. . 


„ has been ſhewn that be the number of voters 
what it may, the poll is to be taken in one fixed 


place; it is now to be ſeen how long that * 


u:! — — — - — — ͥꝗ AÜvpͤ — 
* 


muſt not however here omit to remark, that by 


F 
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kable to be expoſed to the dreadful. tumult, dif. 
orders, and outrages which. are but tog well 
known to attend Election conteſts. 
By an Act paſſed in the 25th Geo. 3. c. 84:(19853) 
for © the better regulation of polls and ſeruti- 
nies, the continuance ee is mi 
laſt during een dent. igt ron 7H 

Ot the reaſons which induced the Legiſla 

to acknowledge the propriety of ſo very tediouß 
. proceeding,. your Committee can givo no ac · 
count, but they will endeavour to explain tho 
nature of the methods practiſed to ſill up the 
number of days thus liberally allowed, They 


the 11th. Geo. 1. c. 18. (unrepealed by the ta- 
tute above quoted) the poll for the city Londun 
muſt be cloſed within /even'days from its com- 


mencement; a limitation the more extraordi - 


nary, as the voters in the city of London amount 


land, except Weſtminſter. 

If a Candidate wiſh to nracraſibantes e 0 
ſeveral ways open to him by which he may pro- 
tract the poll to the utmoſt extent of its legal 
limits, | 
He may direck his friends to vote one by one 
as lowly as poſſible. By a cuſtom, which from 


practice has obtained the force of a law, a poll 


cannot be cloſed unleſs no vote be tendered 
within a reaſonable time after the returning 


* has made three e By having 


à vote 
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a vote therefore ready to tender aſter every 
ſecond proclamation, a Candidate may continue 
to protract the buſineſs of the poll to ſuch 1 
length as may tend to the infinite vexation and 
of his an 

But thould it happen chat he, eee 
it is to delay, has not friends enough at hand to 
feed the poll, (as it is called) iv the above manner, 
the law provides him with another mode of car- 
rying his point. He may require all the oath} 
to be actually adminiſtered which certain ſta- 
tutes authorize him to inſiſt upon. Theſe are 
in number no leſs than fix; viz. the oath of A. 
legiance, the oath of Supremucy, the Bribery — 
the oath of Reſaenct, the Declaration of Teft, and 
the oath of Abjuration. The act of giving a fin- 
gle vote may thus be-converted ey a rein 
and troubleſome | 

Should neither of the before weictithenyei 
dients de thought ſufficient, there ſtill remains 
a never-failing ſource of procraſtination in the 
complicated and ill-aſcertained qualifications and 
diſqualifications of Electors. Dull indeed muſt 
be the counſel who attend an Election, if in the 
way of objection or reply they cannot contrive 


to lengthen the proceedings to the utmoſt ex- 
tent of their client's wiſhes. 


Your Committee come now to ſpeak of the 
Power entruſted to the returning officer, and which, 
in fact, in all corpotate towns, is the power 

of the ſelect body wlio chooſe him. 
Of 
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Of che various means of influence and cor · 

ruption thrown into the hands of theſe ſele& 
bodies by the preſent ſyſtem of Elections, your 
Committee could ſpeak largely did they not 
fear the detail would be too extenſive. for the 
limits of their report. They therefore make no 
comments upon the number of civic-honours, 
and employments, with which theſe formidable 
bodies can tempt the ambition, or the intereſts 
of the opulent; they forbear to'obſerve upon 
the controul they. obtain'over the lower claſs of 
people, hy the terrors of their iſterial au- 
thority vw they ſay nothing of Kr de- 
rived from the power of granting or refuſing 
licenſes; from the diſcretion with which they 
are frequently inveſted in the diſtribution of 
public charities, or the weight they poſſeſs from 


the appointment of pariſh officers, and the ſuper- 
intendance of poor rates, and parochial aſſeſſ- 


ments ;—your Committee in this place will only 
call your attention to the power they enjoy 


through the medium of the returning officer. 


The returning officer is veſted with the entire 
and uncontrouled ſuperintendance of whatever 
relates to the conduct of an Election. He is 
entruſted with abſolute authority from the hour 
of his receiving the precept, to the hour in which 
he makes his return; for the law repoſes the 
moſt unbounded confidence in his wiſdom and 
his honeſty, as will be ſeen by the following 
ſtatement of the various diſcretiozary powers 


committed to him. ; - When 
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' When ho receives the precept from the She · 
riff, be is to proclamation of the day of 
Election; and this he may, without aſſigning any 


reaſon for ſo doing, bring on either on the gb, 


6th, 7th, or 8th day, as to him may ſeem good 


to enlarge. or curtail the notice. A variety of 


caſes may readily be conceived in which this 
power of expediting or prot might be of 
infinite importance to the intereſts of the Can» 
didates, but your Committee will only mention 
two, viz. where freemen have been made by 
redemption or purchaſe, and want a few days 
to compleat the twelve months, before. the ex- 
piration of which, they cannot legally vote; or 
where the right being in inhabitants houſe- 


holders, or perſons paying ſcot and lot, ſome of - 


them have not finiſhed the fix months reſidence 
which the ſtatute requires as neceſſary to con- 
ſtitute an inhabitant. . 
When the day of Election is fixed, tbe return- 
ing is to appoint the poll clerks ; and the en- 
g or reducing the number of theſe, tends, 
in populous places, materially to * or re · 
tard the proceedings. 
During the time of the Election the 
Meer bas 'the peace of the borough under his care, 
and he may, at his diſcretion, create. as many 
aſſiſtant conſtables as he may chooſe to think 


there · is occaſion for ;—theſe he will ſcarcely 
ſelect but from among thoſe who are in the ſame 
intereſt with Aimſelt. | 


8 But 
* 


| 
N 
. 
| 
| 
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But though he is thus empowered to provide 
for the preſervation of the peace, the exiftence of 


tumults and riots gives bim a freſb opportunity er. 
erriſing his diſcretion, By the 25th of Geb. = 


it is enacted, that the poll muſt be kept open 


certain number of hours in every day, — 

prevented by any unavoidable accident. What 
is an unavoidable accident,” the returning of- 
ficer is to decide; fo that the whole operation 
of this proviſion of the law is left to his diſcre- 


"tion. Particularly it reſts with him to deter- 


mine, in the event of any difurbante, whether 
it require an adjournment, and for how long. 
But the great ſource from which a OY 


officer derives his conſequence and power, re-. 


mains yet to be ſtated. | 
Hitherto your Committee have only ſpoken 


of duties which require no more than honeſt 


intentions to diſcharge properly they now 
come to conſidet a truſt repoſed in him, for the 


due execution of which not only integrity, but 


peculiar diſcernment, penetration, and legal abi- 
lity are abſolutely neceſſary. . 

The extreme importance annexed to the pro- 
per diſcharge of the duties of which your Com- 
mittee are now about to ſpeak, cannot be better 
explained than by examining into the precau- 
tions taken by the legiſlature on another occa- 
fion of preciſely the ſame nature. 

A trial of the merits of an Election before a 


Committee of the Houſe of Commons, is no 
more 


LS th. Mi. i. i cat —_ I 
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lations thought neceſſary by Parliament for the 
inveſtigation of them upon the appeal, abun- 
dantly prove the intricacies in which'the preſent 
ſyſtem of Election laws are involved, and the 
temptat ions to which the judgments of 
thoſe who”are to deeide, are W > — 
ledged to be expoſed; | 
enquire into the merits of 2 petition com- 
ining of an undue” return of 7 Member te 
ſerve in Parliament, "when the queſtion 4 
brought before the Houſe of Commons, it 
thought neceſſary to ſecure impartiality * 
choo 8.2 jury of thirteen by ballot; and 
prevent the inconverfience' that would ariſe if 
the lot ſhould fall of thirteen gentlemen, unac- 
cuſtomed to- - udiciat proceedings, the parties are 
permitted to nominate two mote,” who are 
added to them. 

With ſuch cautlon it is thought neceſſary to 
conſtitute the court, which, upon the appeal, is to 
enquire, into the difpured 1 rights of voting, the 
qualifications, and if ales loss of EleQors 
and the various legal diſtinctions which ariſe 


from the operation of ſo extenſive a body of 


ſtatutes as © thoſe, relative to Elections. The 
Committee ſo appointed have alſo full power to 
ſend for perſons, papers, and records, and to 


examine witnefſes upon oath. 


U g At 
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Ai the Election ſelf the fame truſt is com- 
mitted to one man, who, though originally only 
a miniſterial officer, is veſted with equal autho- 
rity to decide, but left to form that deciſion 
from the mere aſſertions of partial witneſſes not 
ſpeaking upon oath, and to oppoſe, whoſe teſti. 
mony, whatever he may ſuſpect, or either party 
demand, he can neither compel the attendance 
of perſons, nor the production of written evi- 
dence. All diſputable points of law which 
ariſe in the courſe of an Election, are ſubmitted 
to his foe; determination. He is to ſettle hat 
ſhall or ſhall not be received as evidence, .and 
arbitrarily to decide upon all doubtful votes 
which he may admit, or reject at his pleaſure. 
In a word, to his wncontrouled judgment, and to 


the purity of his motives in the exerciſe of it, the 


| Houſe of Commons looks. for the legal nd 
true Repreſentative of the People. 

Themagnitude of thetruſt, andthe corrupt ES 
tices of which thoſe who poſſeſs it are to be fuſ. 
pected, your Committecapprehend they haveſuffi- 
ciently ſhewn, by ſtating the Jealouſy with which 
the Legiſlature delegates it to its own Members. 
Why they ſhould diſplay ſo much leſs anxiety 
for wiſdom and integrity in the taking of the 
original poll than in its reviſion, your Com- 
mittee do not preſume to gueſs, but a due 
attention to facts compels them to aſſert, that 
it cannot be from any reaſonable prepoſſeſſion 
in favour of returning. officers, becauſe your 

Committee 
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Commitice muſt, report them to beg very fre: 
1 notoriouſly 3 7 and EF er very genes. 
avowed par tixant of ee 
Kd almoſt always appoi ied * 
Of the numerods Edu pre — * Farlia- 
ment, there is ſcarcely one but what 12 05 i 
ſome charge inſt them either for partiality o 
oQ tion ; and of the various mal · practices i in 
ck they ay, been detected, and of the mul 
Cas of offences of which they have been con. 
victed, let the journals of Parliament, ** the 


firſt volume to the laſt, bear teſtimon 


Your. Committee. having thus expla ined the 
manner in which Elections are comducted, come 
now tb ſtate the nature of the remedy provided, by 
the legi/lature, in * * where the propriety of fe, 
return is diſputed; | 

There are various Katutes exiting, upon. 
which actions may be brought againſt returning 
officers wilfully neglecting their duty, or making 
falſe returns; but K theſe only give damages, 
and do not affect t be ſeat i in Parliament, your , 
Committee conceive it un here to reca« 
pitulate them, and therefore proceed immedi- 
ately to-the very celebrated remed med. introduced 
in the 1oth year of his Majeſty $ reign, and 
commonly en by the name of Mr; Gren- 
ville's act. 

The operation « this appeal, of late years 45 
much extolled, your Committee are under the 
Ow — of declaring to be a ſource of 

U 2 vexatious 
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brought before it. When at laſt the ſuitors 
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wexations delay and intolerable expente ; and they 
call the following facts to confirm their aſſertion. 


The laſt General Election took place in the 


month of June 1790, and the petitions preſented 


to Parliament, complaining of undue returns, 


were in number 39;* of theſe twenty-one were 
decided within twelve months ; nine more within 
two years, and the opening of the year 1793 has 
ſeen the Houſe of Commons with difficulty pro- 
cure Committees to proceed upon the complaints 
of the remainder. It is to be obſerved, that the 
perſons returned, exerciſe, till the petitions againſt 
them are brou ht to 2 hearing, every privilege of 

a Member of Parliament ; ind it has e 
that men have fat in the Houſe, and rated 
during the two laſt Seffions of the preſent Par- 
liament, without, as it has afterwards appeared, 
having had any pretenfions whatever, _ 
the good wiſhes of a pliant returning 

The event of the petitions, now depending 
may poſſibly ſhew, that ſome even fit three 


 Seffions (or one half of the uſual duration of a Par- 


liament”s exiſtence.) with as little right on their 


ſide. 
Such is the manner in which the Houſe of 


Commons poſtpones the deciſion of the a; 


have the fortune to procure, a hearing, the 
length to which the proceedings are protracted 


i » See the votes of the Houſe of Commons. 
| _ exceeds 


- — — — — ads. - los. m 


2 
exceeds all bounds. - The court can only ſpare 


time to fit five hours in each day, and the num» 


ber of days which may be — mo trial 
of a petition, will appear from the wit: 
account of the duration of ſome of thoſe whi 
have been tried within theſe laſt ten years.“ 


1584 Downton 15th January 


roth July ,, , <, . , $® 
1784 Ivelchefter 29th June 21ſt July - 22 
1785 Bedford county 18th March wugth May — 62 
1785 Cricklade 14th February 4th April 49 
1785 Downton 15th February gth March - 20 
1785 Penryn 24 February 18th March 22 
1785 Southwark za March 4th April - 32 
1786 Seaford Asad February 13th March +» 19 
1787 Norwich 15th February gth March . 22 
1789 Colcheſter 286th February 6th April — 39 
1789 Weſtminſter zd April © 6th July . 95 
1791 Carlide th February tat March +» 17 
1791 Exeter, 4th March 234 March * 19 
1591 Ludgerſhall agth March x4th April 17 
1791 Oakhampton 3d February th February = 4 
1791 Fowey 8th February yth March 57 
1791 Steyning 35th Febryary th March > 20 
1791 Downton 5th April 19th May GETS 40 
1791 Newcaſtle (S.) ad February 21 Mark 328 
1792 Horſham 16th February 1oth March «+ 22 
1793 Steyning 13th March $th April . 23 
1792 Seaford _ a8th February 19th March «< 19 
1792 Cirenceſter zth March _ qoth May . 


Your Committee having thus ſhewn the d. 
lay and inconvenience. to which they who apply 
for redreſs to the Houſe of Commons, are ex. 
poſed, have only to ſtate the expence to which 


® See the yotes of the'Houſe of Commons. 
. 
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they are likewiſe ſubjected, in order that a tho, 
rough knowledge may be had of the ſituation 
in which petitioners are placed, who appeal 
from the deciſion of the returging officer. 

Your Committee might Jay before you nume, 
rous accounts, and thoſe perfectly authentic, of 
the enormous ſums expended by parties having 
petitions tried before the Houſe of Commons, 
but, always preferring to quote thoſe facts 
which are eaſieſt to be proved, they will only 
avail themſelves of the particular caſes where 
the charges have heen recorded. 

By the 28th Geo. III. where petitions are re- 

rted to have been frivolous and vexatious, 
zaxed coſts are allowed ; by referring therefore to 
| thoſe petitions which have been ſo reported, 
your Committee are enabled, from authority, 
to give à general idea of the expences attending 
an appeal to the Houſe of Commons. They 
only beg it may be remembered, that the 
amounts ſtated underneath, are the axed, 
and not the real colts, which they underſtand 
to have been nearly double, and that they are 
the charges defrayed by only one of the parties. 


The hearing of the petition for Barnſtaple laſted 8 days— 
taxed coſts . , : . - 44 
| 1791 Weltminſter 2 days =» "WE 

1791 Colcheſter 2 days = - 460 
1791 Lauder 2 days, » + 2324p 
1791 Orkney 3 days - — 198 
en ee 
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Four Committee will ſum up all that has 
been faid reſpecting the mode of conductin 
Elections, and the operations of Mr. mor 
acts, by a plain narrative of the progreſs of two 
recent conteſts, ' The fr at Seaford, where the 
number of voters is leſs than 90; the Setond at 


we 4% os the moſt populous borough in Eng- 


pry Seaford, the object of one of — Candi- | 
dates was to protract the Election till twenty- 
ſix of his friends had completed the ſix months 
reſidence, which the la requires to conſtitute 
inhabitancy, and of which term, when the diffo- 
lution of Parliament took place in June 1790, 
ſeventeen days were wanting. | | 

The means adopted on the occaſion to obvi- 


ob this difficulty, were attended with ſucceſs. 


The returning officer was cautious, and patient. 
Exerciſing his diſcretionary power to the utmoſt 
extent, he did not bring on the Election till the 
eighth day after receiving the precept, and the 
remaining nine days were conſumed in purſuing 
the methods mentioned in the former part of 
this report. The qualifications and diſqualiſi- 
cations of the voters were canvaſſed at full 
length, and their principles and purity ex- 

In 1784 the returifing officer for Seaford choſe to be as much 
expeditious in his proceedings as in 1% he was too dilatory. 
He brought on the election on the fourth; the conſequence of 


which was, that it was determined to have been void, and the 
parties were expoſed to the expence of a ſecond conteſt. 


v4 amined 


bery, &c.— The counſel argued, the returning 


3d of April, 178g. 


E be J 
amined by the teſt of every oath which the law 
has at any period invented againft popery, bri- 


officer doubted, the Candidate harangued, and 
the Electors ſwore, till the neceſſary number of 
days were paſt, which qualified the twenty-ſix 
new inhabitants to vote. The poll then cloſed 
and the Candidate, whoſe intereſt it had been 
to procraſtinate, carried his point, merely by 
manceuvre and delay, 

The loſing Candidate preſented a petition to 
the Houſe of Commons againſt this return, but 
could not obtain 2 hearing fill the 28th of Fe. 


| bruary, 1792. A Committee was then appoint- 


ed, which after ſitting nineteen days, reported to 
the Houſe on the 19th of March, that the Mem- 
ber returned was not duly elected, and that his 
opponent was entitled to the feat—a ſeat, of 
which be had been illegally deprived near two 


years, becauſe the returning officer required nine days 


to poll leſs than ninety votes, and the recovery of 
which wat attended with an expence perfectly in- 
compatible with every idea of free Repreſentation. 

The ſecond caſe to which your Committee beg 
your attention, relates to Weſtminſter. 

The Election came on the 18th of July, 1788, 
and the poll continued 14 days. A petition 
was preſented to Parliament, complaining of an 
undue return, and it came to a E on the 


The 
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The Committee continued to fit till the 18th 
of June, when they came to the following moſt 
extraordinary Reſolutions. » 

Reſolved, © That from the progreſs which 
« the Committee have hitherto been enabled to 
make, ſince the commencement of their pro- 
ceedings, as well as from an attentive conſi- 
« deration of the different circumſtances relating 
t to the cauſe, a final deciſion of the bufineſs 
© before them cannot take place in the courſe 
af the preſent Seſſion, and that nor ifo- 
© BABLY THE WHOLE OF THE'PRESENT, PaR- 
© LIAMENT MAY BE CONSUMED IN A TEDIOUS - 
© AND EXPENSIVE LITIGATION. 

Reſolved, « That from the neceſſary length 
* of the proceeding, and the approach of a 
* General Election, which muſt occur not later 
s than ſpring 1791, (nearly two years diftant ) 
«© THE PROSECUTION OF THE CAUSE ON. THE 
„ pART OF. THE PETITIONERS PROMISES TO BE 
© FrUITLESS,' AS FAR AS IT RESPECTS. THE 
© REPRESENTATION OF W ESTMINSTER IN THE 
© pRESENT PARLIAMENT. 

„ Reſolved, © That it be recommended to 
<« the petitioners to withdraw their petition un- 
« der the ſpecial circumſtances of the cafe.” 

The buſineſs, however, proceeded till the 6th 
of July, when the petitioner was obliged to relin- 
guiſh his claim, after in vain attempting to bring it 
to a final iſſue in the courſe of a hearing which _ 
ABOVE THREE MONTHS, 4 
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In all this long period, the only act of the 
Committee which bore even the appearance of 
a judicial deciſion, was a reſolution reſpecting 
the right of voting in Weſtminſter. Againſt this 
determination an appeal was preſented to the 
Houſe of Commons on behalf of the Electors, in 
July 1789, and, though regularly renewed in 
every Seſſion, has not yet been favoured with a 
hearing, notwithſtanding it has been before the 
Houſe above three years. The conſequence is, 
that, at this hour the right of voting in Weſtminſter 
remains unſettled, and ſhould another conteſt take 
place, it would again expoſethe Candidates to a 
tedious, expenſive, and probably fruitleſs liti. 
tion. 

Your-Committee conceive they cannot better 
conclude this part of their enquiry than by a 
ſhort ſtatement of on general reſults which ariſc 
from i it; | 

They therefore regoee; that it appears, 

That, the number of Repreſentatives aſſigned to 
the different counties is groſsly diſproportioned to 
their comparative extent, population, and trade. 

That, a majority of what are called the Re- 
preſentatives of the Commons are returned by 
the 17oth part of the male ſubjects of England 
paying taxes, even ſuppoſing theſe only to 


amount to two millions, 
That, the partial diſtribution of the elective 


franchiſe, which ſubdivides this 17orh part into 


155 other parts, commits = choice of Repre- 
ſentatives 


t 1 


ſentatives to ſelect bodies of men of ſuch limited 
numbers, as renders them an eaſy prey to the 
artful, ora ready purchaſe to the wealthy. 

That the right of voting is regulated by no- 
uniform or rational principle reſpecting either 
property or condition. That from the caprice 
with which it has been varied, and the obſcuri- 
ty in which it has become involved by time 
and contradictory deciſions, it is a ſource of 

infinite confuſion, litigation, and expence. 
 , That the manner in which elections are con- 
ducted is diſgraceful to the name of free election. 
That it is inconvenient to the elector, and ruin- 
ous to the candidate. That it is a ſcourge to 
the honeſt and peaceable, 20d a re to the 
diſſolute and corrupt. 

. That the power given to Wen officers, 
too often, (except in counties) men of extreme 
ignorance, or known depravity, added to the 
delay of the Houſe of Commons in attending 
to the petitions for redreſs, frequently deprives 
the electors of their true Repreſentative for 

8. 

That the preſent ſyſtem of election laws 
which profefles to qualify a man for Parliament 
who poſſeſſes three hundred pounds a year, is 
pnly calculated to infult the People with the 
ſheyw of an independent choice, becauſe, by its 
operation, it diſables all, who have not incomes 
pf at leaſt as many thouſands, from becoming 
candidates. 

Laſtly, 


: 
| 
| 
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Laſtly, That the length of the duration of 


| Parliaments, ſubjected to the will of the Crown, 


tends to make the Repreſentative independent 
of the conſtituent, to render him ſubmiſſive to 


the commands of thoſe in power, and to dif. 


turb © that happy union and good agreement 


between the King and People,” which, by our 
anceſtors at the Revolution, was ſo conſtitu- 
tionally aſſerted to ariſe from en and 
new elections.“ 


OF PRIVATE PATRONAGE, AND THE 
INFLUENCE POSSESSED BY PEERS 
AND  COMMONERS. 


Your Committee having explained the na- 
ture of the Repreſentation conſidered with re- 
ſpe& to its ſeparate and diſtinct parts, having 
ſhewn the defective and inconvenient materials 
of which it is compoſed, and pointed out the 


difficulties thereby thrown in the way of the 


fair Eleaor and the independent Candidate, 
come now to inveſtigate the operation of the 


whole, and to examine and report what is the 
general reſult as it affects the ſecurity of the 


Conſtitution, and the liberties of the country 
at large. 

Your Committee are aware, that, in ſpeaking 
upon this head, they are about to-enter on a 
ſubject which they might caſily diſcover many 
inducements to paſs over in ſilence; but they 


feel that they have undertaken a public duty of 


an 


% 


ä 
an importance which prechudes all idea of liſten- 


ing to any private conſiderations, and they ea- 


gerly embrace the opportunity of proving their 
ſincerity in te cauſe of the prope, by a full, an 
explicit, and an impartial ſtatement. © 
To this line of conduct, even if they were 
not urged by principle, they would be com- 
pelled by motives of regard for the character of 


that Society to which they have the honor to 


belong. Such unprecedented pains have been 


taken to diſcredit the intentions with which 


you have profeſſed to act; fuch high and unex- 
pected authorities have been exerted to hold 
you up rather as the enemies than the friends 


of the people, that your Committee conceive 
it their duty, to enable you to join iffue. with 
your calumniators, and, prepared with every 


evidence” the cauſe requires, to appeal to the 
ſober judgment of the country. 
Vour Committee report, that the groſs defects 


and abuſes which, under the preceding heads, 


yy have proved to exiſt in the preſent mode 
epreſentation, have eſtabliſhed a 'vysTzM 
OF PRIVATE PATRONAGE, Which renders the 


condition of the Houſe of Commons practically 


as follows. 
be Neben me ra Fd — 90 
Procure the return f — LL | 
Pubjoiiage of 57 Beers ang the err © 167. 
. —— — — 2 
Procute the return fr p52. 
P Patronage of 91 Commoners 


= 139 
162 return - 00s ont ef g13 Members. 
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This ſtatement your Committee are aware 
will create conſiderable ſurprize ; and as many: 
may be taught to doubt its accuracy, they have 
thought it neceflary to explain the nature of 
their calculation, and on what it is founded, in 
ſuch a manner, as that every man may be ena- 
bled to correct their errors, if they have erred, 
or to convince himſelf of the n of what . f 
have aſſerted. | 
With this view they * given the names of 
the different Patrons, .and are happy that thoſe, 
names are. of too reſpectable a deſcription to 
afford the moſt remote ſuſpicion that any invi- 
dious motives have, mags, the mention of 
them. 
3 The Patronage your Conmittee ls Jixided. 
| under two heads—Nomination, and Influence ; * 
| And attributed it to diſtinct perſons, under abe 
deſcriptions of Peers and Commoners. 2 
With reſpect to this firſt diviſion, your © 
mittee-deſire to have it underſtood that, a 
By a nomination, they would deſcribe that 
abſolute authority in a borough which enables the 
patron to command the return. The number of 
places ſet down in this claſs might, your Com- 
| mittee have every reaſon to believe, be with 
| ſtrict propriety conſiderably encreaſed, but from 
a wiſh to avoid all cavil, they have confined 
themſelves to ſuch boroughs as are under un- 
doubted controul. Theſe, in general; are the 


n property of the FRG or have the 


| 
| 
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right of voting veſted in a ſmall corporate body, 
the majority of whom are his immediate de- 
pendents. 

By Influence, your Committee — deſcribe 
that degree of weight acquired in a particular: county, 
city, or borough, which accuſtams the electurt an all 
vacancies to exp&1 the recommendation of a: candidate 
by the patron, and induces them, either from fear, 
from private. imereft, or from incapacity 10 oppoſe, 
becauſe be is ſo recommended, to adopt bim. 

This diſtinction between Nominations and 
luftuence, has appeared neceſſary for ſeveral 
reaſons. It is true that the eſſect of both is 
nearly alike, but {till it might ſeem-improper 
to ſpeak of them in the ſame terms. The Re- 
preſentation, of Od Sarum and of .Chefter could 
not, for inſtance, without. much offence,. be 
claſſed under the ſame head, and there are 
many other places, where, though the will of 
the patron is conſtantly complied with, it, would 
perhaps ſeem too harſh a phraſe to ſay that he 
can command. 

On the ſubject of the counties, which are ſtated 
to be under influence, your Committee are 
eſpecially anxious to ay a, word or two in ex- 
planation. 

They would be ſorry chat, owing to any mii. 


apprehenſion, it ſhould be conceived that in 


every inſtance where, they uſe the word jnfluence, 

an injurious ſenſe ſhould be annexed to it. 

e * well know, will always baye a 
con 


— 
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conſiderable operation, nor is it meant to inſi- 
nuate that, becauſe there is faid to be influence, 
corruption mult neceſſarily be ſuppoſed to exiſt, 
Where fortune enables, and diſpoſition induces 
2 man to diſcharge the friendly offices of neigh- 
bourhood and connexion with zeal and liberali- 
ty, your Committee would be deeply concerned 
to be ſuſpected of a wiſh to arraign, or in any 
manner decry the extenfive and honorable at- 
tachment which. ſuch a line of conduct muſt, 
and ought to procure. 

Property may however Wein a degree of 
weight beyond what is natural to it. It may 
be enabled to excite fear as well as to procure 
reſpect; and without purchaſing 'a majority, 
or controuling its dependents, it may acquire 
ſuch power as to overcome and dear down all 
oppoſition. 

Preciſely this ſpecies of power is thrown 150 
the hands of the wealthy, by the ſyſtem on 
which at this day elections are conducted. It 
confines the choice of the EleQors within the 
ranks of opulence, becauſe, th it cannot 
make riches the ſole object of their affection 
and confidence, it can and does throw obſtacles 
almoſt inſurmountable in the way of every man 
who is not rich, and thereby ſecures. to a ſelect 
few the capability of becoming candidates. 
This monopoly has not however been obtain- 
ed without many and vigorous ſtruggles, but 


it has un fortunately * that reſiſtance 
has 


* 
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has-btie derwed to tighten the cord. Conteſts 
have been found to be attended with ſuch ex+ 
travagance, party heat, tumult, expence, and 
litigation, and the dreadful eſſects of theſe have 
ſpread ſo wide and endured ſo long, that, on 
the proſpect of a vacancy, more conſideration 
is now beſtowed to contrive the means of pre. 
ſerving the peace of the county, (the phraſe uſed on 
theſe occaſions) than to ſecure its freedom and | 
independence. 

The meaſures adopted for this. peefervation 
of the peace are different in different counties; 

in all, however, they are founded on ſome fort of 
COMPROMISE, by which a ſacrifice is made of at 
leaſt one half of the Freeholders Franchiſe. , 

County Elections may be ſaid to be, in gene- 
ral, conteſted, either by two political parties, or 
by two great families, or: by a great family and the 

gentry. In all theſe caſes the expedient uſually 
had recourſe to, to prevent the conſequences of 
a ſtruggle, is for each of the contending interefts to 
name one Member. 

Where political parties alone are concerned, 
it cannot indeed be ſaid that ſuch an arrange- 
ment comes under the head. of influence ot 
patronage, becauſe in truth its only operation 
is entirely to ſtrike out of the Repreſentation 
the County compromiſed ; but. where the con- 
ceſfions are made from one great family to another, 
or from the gentry to a great family, as is often 
avowedly the caſe, can there be a queſtion * 
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the ſituation in which at leaſt one of the Mem- 
bers returned by every County, ſo circumſtanced, 
is placed ? Does he not owe his ſeat to a Patron? 
And is it in the power af the maſs of the Free- 
holders to break the combinations thus formed 
againſt them, unleſs they ſhall have the very 
peculiar good fortune to find a man, who, with 
principles ſufficiently independent to ſet him 
above the fear of offending thoſe in power, is 
ready to incur the fatigues, and able to defray 
the enormous expence of a conteſt, conducted 
upon the groſs ſyſtem of abuſe which has been 
explained by your Committee in the former 
part of their report? 

Much of what has here been ſaid reſpecting 
the cauſes which contribute to bring the Re- 
preſentation of Counties within the reach of a 
patron's influence, applies to populous cities, 
and great towns: but in thoſe there is alſo the 
additional influence to be ſtated which is ob- 


' tained through the medium of the returning 


officer. From the ſtricteſt enquiries your Com- 
mittee have been able to make, they are con- 
vinced that, in nine corporate towns out of 
ten, one Member, at leaft, is returned by the ſelect 
body. Of the fact the curious may eaſily inform 
themſelves; but let it be remembered that, if 
it mould be aſcertained, the ſole queſtion will 
then be, who influences the ſelect body?  _ 
It would have been an endleſs. taſk to have 
diſcuſſed all the information your Committee 
have 


— 
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have received reſpecting the probability of alte- 
rations in the ſtate of the patronage at the next 
Election; and as the whole of theſe ſuggeſti 
are built on ſpeculation, and whether well 
grounded or otherwiſe, aniy change the name of 
the patron, they have thought it beſt to confine 
themſelves to what appears to have been the 
ſtate of nnn 
Election. 

With reſpect to the influence of the Tregfury, 
your Committee apprehend that it will occaſion 
much ſurprize to find it apparently ſo limited, 
but it muſt be obſerved, that this is not a ſpe- 
cies of influence ſubje& to any direct proof, and 
therefore your Committee have, wherever they 
could, avoided the mention of it, by inſerting 
the name of the oſtenſible patron, even where 
he openly holds a place during pleaſure under 


Government. 
The ſources whence the influence of the Tres: 


ſury is derived in the ſive towns mentioned in 
the table, your Committee apprehend to be too 
notorious to require any explanation. 
With regard to the diſtinction reſpecting 

Peers and Commoners, your Committee beg to 
de underſtood as having made it, becauſe they 
have thought it their duty to point out the ex- 
tent of an interference, which the Houſe of 
Commons has uuiformly declared to be * | 


conſtitutional. 


— 
X 2 2 10 


E11 

At the commencement of every ſeſſion, 
the following reſolutions, are ontevet on the 
Journals. | 

Reſolved, © That no Peer of this Realm 
cc hath any right to give his vote in the Election 
of any Member to ſerve in Parliament.“ 

' Reſolved, © That it is a high infringement 
c upon the liberties and privileges of the Com- 
e mons of Great-Britain, for any Lord of Par. 
<« liament, or any Lord-Lieutenant of any 
« County, to concern themſelves in the Elec- 
tions of Members to ſerve for the Commons 
ein Parliament.” 

© Your Committee have been the more diſpoſed 

«to take notice of theſe Reſolutions, becauſe the 
power of the Houſe of Lords, in matters of 
Election, has been prodigiouſly encreaſed within 
the laſt ten years Sy tbe creation of nine PzzRs, 
who return, by nomination and influence, no leſs than 
rwwenty-four MEmBeRs to the Houſe of Commons.— 
If, thetefore, the interference of the Lords in 
the Elections of the Commons be, ag the latter 
uniformly declare, à high infringement of their 
liberties and privileges, your Committee:muſt 
report thoſe liberties and privileges to have 
been of late ſubject to r re 
frequent attacks. 

Your Committee have thus: 1 to 


| explain the nature of the diſtinction they have 


made reſpecting the patronage of the different 


places. Subject to md obſervations. they pro- 
ceed 
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ceed to lay before you the following table, and 
will only add the moſt ſolemn affurance, that it 
is, to the beſt of their knowledge, a true and 
unexaggerated ſtatement. If in any inſtance 
they have erred by attributing a patronage to 
any nobleman or gentleman of which he is not 
poſſeſſed, let it be conſidered whether, in cor- 
recting the miſtake, you can do more than eraſe 
one name for the purpoſe of inſerting another, which, 
as no party ſuggeſtions ought here to have 
weight, cannot make any ſubſtantial difference. 
The. object of your Committee is not to ſhew 
that this or that particular ſet of men have ob- 
tained the command of the Repreſentation, but 
to prave that the people have ly it If, there- 
fore, they ſhall even have committed luck an 
error as to have put down any place in the ta- 
ble which is not only uninfluenced by the pa- 
tron there named, but alſo uninfluenced by 
any ſingle patron whatever, let it be examined, 
whether ſuch place do not come under the de- 
ſcription of being compromiſed by political parties ; 
if ſo, it is equally taken away from the ſervice 
of the people, though it cannot be faid to be 
given to the controul of an individual, 


Xx; PATRONAGE 


PATRONAGE or PEERS, 


NAMES or ETRONS. NOMINATIONS. | : | INFLUENCE. 8 e 
* « Peers. 
Earl of e. een, 117 8 ſor 725 
| 2 — Cocke 2 Weſt 
4 ? 5 —. 3 7 


E al: | 


_ 
2 we. 1 * 3 3 4 
eee = {2 = e = {a } | 65. 
"Marquis of Buckingham -» 1 . — 1 8 Þ 4 
Lord Ayleſbury 1 = Seen inne,, — — 4 
| Duke of Northumberland - | 4 3 = Nerpen (e)! — — 4 
matters e 
Earl Ficawilliom - - _ 7 = Higham Ferrers 3 : 
| Number of Peers Patrons 9 nom. 38 | LES Be Total Py 
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Lord Abingdon — Weſtbury 
Duke of Norfolk. 2 
Duke of Rutland — Bramber 
Duke of Richmond I IY 
Lord Radnor < — Downton 
Duke of Beaufort 2 * 
Lord Sandwich - - Fw - 
Marquis of Bath — Weobly « 
Lord E — 1 - 
Lord Cornwallis = S 


Number vf Peers Patrote os nom. 60 


rr SAY - 


F 0 
1 
. N a 1 a 


DUTT DC 


S> =D 


2129293 229 2 


: 
f 


NAMES or PLACES. NOMINATIONS. ' INFLUENCE. 1 
Brought forward. — Brought forward 34 FIN: 96 
. 1 ior 
Duke of Grafton h- inan - - i . © . — 1128. 3 a. 
Duke of Dorfer 2 for Grinftead : | 2 
Duke of Bridge water y 23 — -Brackley - =« — a. 
Lord Beverley — — — 2 — Beeralſton - — —— ö 2 
Lord Camelford - — - 2. — Old Sarum - — P 2 
Lord Foley - 8 2 — Droitwich, + — — 1 — Worceſterſhire. 3. 
” Lord Bute — — CIS — R es — x — Cardiff 4 
Lord Portſmouth +» - - — 7, Andover N 
enn — #: > 
| Lord Malmeſbury — -. T — Chriſtchur — ®: 
23 Lord Hardwicke - — 1 — Rycgate — 1 — Cambridgeſhire 5 
Lord Somers — x — Ryegate —_ | 1 
Lord Townſhend l -. 1 — Tamworth — b 1 
Lord Barrowby = — 2 — Tiverton | — 2: 
Lord Darlington 1 — Witichelſea — 1 
— Bulkeley - - 1 — Beaumaris — I: 
Lord Powis -. - — 1 — 9 — — ' E 
Duke of Bolton — — — 1 — Toto 1 1. 
| — pct | — Tx — Oakhampton * 
* ; Lord Spencer. — 472 St. All 3 22 
. Lord Falmouth ». © - © & Truro '« - - | 2 
Lord Thanet - -  - 1 — Appleby -« - I: 
Lord Guildford — - 1 — wan td - — — 1 
Lord Camden — 8 1 1 — Bath x 
| 131 


Number of Peen Patrons 49 nom. 85 | 44 Total 
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Pd 
Lord Uzbridge Bi ty ee x: — Milbourne Port 


. 


Ga 


|, 


1 — -Radnorſhire. _ 
1 — New Radnor 


1 — Huntingdonſhire 


N 


5 
For 


| 
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Nas or PATRONS. 


NOMINATIONS. | INFLUENCE. 
. Brought forward 71 838 Brought forward . 72 The 
The Treaſu - _ noninates bn for 8 = 8 — ; 
Ditto 2 _ 2” — * _ influence 1 for Dover 
Ditto + 1 — 8 0 2 - - - — T — Rocheſter 
Ditto . _ - ; 4 1 - — 5 — — 1 — PI mouth 
Ditto = 3 7: 1 . = - — — : 2 — | indſor | 
I Peers and the Treaſury nom. go | | 1 | 
$4.4 1 x 
. PATRONAGE or COMMONERS. 
_ NAMES or PATRONS. NOMINATIONS. INFLUENCE. 
William Drake, Eſi — 2 for Agmondeſham „ 
Lord Clive _ ” . 2 — Biſhop's Caſtle J . t for Ludlow 
N 2 — Newport (Hants 5 - 
Rey. Me. H pf 3} 1 — — (Hants) - — ? - 
Sir J. St. Aubyn, Barr. 1 — Helſtone.. — — r 
—— Rogers, Eiq; - 1 — Helſtone .. 2 22 x ba 
| 4 — out e. 
W. Pulteney, Eſq; 0 * * © * 2 » þ } T —— © Wbrd 


? 
: 


Total kam . 
bers returned 


EY 


4 
814 anc we 
„ 


ed 1 


NAMES or PATRONS. 


a NOMINATIONS. INFLUENCE. 
Brought forward 26 88 Brought forward 15 | 
Sir R. Palke, Bart, noninates 1 for Aſhburton influences © — - 
Sir G. Vonge, —_— -. . 2 1 - p » 0 8 ID 1 tor Honiton 
Sir E. Davers, Bart, * - - —ꝓ—̃u—ä— 2 41 — Bury : _ 
Sir 8. Fludyer, Bart. = — We _- *7 x — Chippenham 
Sir W. W. Wynne < . . - * x — Denbigbſhi 
Lord Weſteote l © * 1 — Bewdley - — —— > — 
1l.ord Middleton — 1 — eee — — D 
Sir C. Gould 6x46 8 - - 1 — Brecon - 
W. Joliffe, Eſq; - Y — PetersGcld - - — . - 
J. Robinſon, Egg - - 2 — Harwich: — | — _= 
— Wilkins, Eſq; — 2 — Malmeſbury -. - Fa © 
R. Troward, Eiqz 4 — _ — be 3 — - 
W, Praed, Eſq; - . —— 2 — St. Ives - 
T. P. Leigh, Eſq; - 2 — Newwen (Lancaſhire) - 5 
W. C. Meddiycott, Eſq; - 1 — Milbourne Port - — — . 
8 Se * — 2 — Warcham - » 4 > 
— Church r* — 2 — Wendover — — — 
Lady Irwin 75 — 2 — Horſham -- — - - 
Mrs. Allanſon - 2 — Ripon - - * a A 
Sig Jonathan Phillips 2 — Lamelford - - - ” 
Themas Liſter, Eſqj = 1 — 'Clithtroe - — — — — : 
P. A. Curzon, Eſq; - 1 — Clitheroe - 8 - p — 
John Mortlock, Eſq; 2 - — * 2 for Cembridge Town 
C. Anderſon Pelham, Eſq; - « — 2 for Grimſby — 
Commoners Patrons wy 6s e a6 


Total 


54 
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NAMES or PATRONS, 
-Brought ſor ward 50 


"I Luttrel, Eſq; 


Barne, Eſq; - 
- Bond, Eſq; - - 


W. Currie, Eſq; - 
W. P. Aſhe A Court, Eſq; 
B. Howard, Eſq; — — 
— 1 — Bod min - 


+G, Roſe, Eſq; — 
W. Evelyn, Eſq; 0 
St. C. F. Radcliffe, * 
T. W. Coke, EI; 

T. Anſon Eſq; 


. Williams, Eſq; - 


R Middleton, Eſq; . - 
Philip Raſhleigh, Eſq; - 


C. Tudway, Eſq; - 


Commoners Patrons 75 


NOMINATIONS, INFLUENCE, 
65 Brought forward 26 
a jm 2 for Minchead 
1 ſor Dunwich - - © 
x — Corfe Caſtle — - 
1 — Corfe Caſtle - - 
1 -— Northallerton - ” 
1 — Northallerton - © 


- 1 — Gatton 


1 — — - 

T1 — He 2 25 

1 — Caſtle Riſing — 

- a+, ' - - 

5 — Yarmouth (Hants) - 
Chriſtchurch 


- I — Derby. 
1 — Litchfield 
1 — Marlow 
t — Marlow 
4 Denbigh ' 
— Fowey - 
_ — Were | 


3 


Total Mem- 
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In the preceding table your Committee have 
in ſome places ſtated only one Member to be re- 


turned by influence. The following is the liſt 


of thoſe places, excluſive of the Cou ties PW 
ſented in a ſimilar manner. 


Ayleſbury, Lewes, Guildford, Retford, 
Chicheſter, * Arundel, Dorcheſter, Bridport, 


Lynn, Plymouth, Seaford, Shrewſbury, 
Wells, Boſton, Bath, f Honiton, 
Cirenceſter, Ludlow, Leominſter, Rocheſter, 
Dover, Oxford, Sandwich, Saliſbury. 
Bodmin 


Your Committee not being able to procure 
any authentic information reſpecting the dif- 
poſition of the ſecond vote in theſe places, have 
foreborn to make any eſtimate of it. In a few 
inſtances (moſt probably in all the Counties) 
there is reaſon to believe that it is exerciſed with 
a proper ſpirit of independence ; but in general 
it can hardly be ſuppoſed that thoſe who obſe- 
quiouſly ſurrender one half of their privileges, 


will be very ſcrupulous in the be > of what 


remains. 

The following boroughs, viz. Stockbridge, Hey- 
don, and Barnſtaple, though under the manage- 
ment of no particular patron, muſt not however 


be paſſed over in ſilence. The number of voters 


in them all does not amount to 500; and 
though your Committee do not think it pru- 
dent to ſtate the ſort of influence which 

are informed has moſt weight in theſe places, 
they conceive it right to mention their names 


ID 
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Coatately. and others may determine how far 
the Members they contribute, might with: pro- 
priety be added to the liſt of thote, with whoſe 
return to Parliament the unbiaſſed ſuffrages of 
the people have little or no concern. 
It remains only to ſay a few words on the 
number ot places compromiſed by political parties. 
It has been before- obſerved, that theſe ar- 
rangements are made frequent by the' intolerable 
expence attending conteſts, to avoid which an expe- 
dient is adopted, which, in its operation, effec- 
tually deſtroys every principle of r 
tion. Your Committee here ſpeak of thoſe 


compromiſes which take place between political par- 


lies, and which are very diſtinct from thoſe 
between two contending patrons, Or a patron and 
the eleftors. In the latter caſes, the compromiſe 
relates to men, in the former to meaſures. . It is 
not impoſſible but that thoſe who are returned 
by the influence of a patron, may, (though not 
the organ through which the Electors might 
wiſh to ſpeak) in delivering their own, deliver 
the ſentiments of the Electors ; but thoſe who 
are returned by a compromiſe of parties, muſl, to 


be faithful to their ſeparate truſts, counteract _ 


the political conſequence of each other, and 
deprive the Borough that ſends them to Parlia- 
ment, of all Parliamentary weight. When two 
gentlemen honeſtly and conſcientiouſly profeſs 
principles diametrically oppoſite, (for your 
Committee are perſuaded d that each of the Mem- 

bers 
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bers of the places in queſtion is honourably at- 
tached to his party, by the conviction that ſuch 
attachment is beneficial to his country) can it 
be faid- that the Borough which is repreſented, 
by both of them, is repreſented for the purpoſes. 
of more than a Turnpike, or a Paving Bill. 
Will it be contended that ſuch a choice can ariſe 
from any other cauſe than @ dread of the cunſe- 
quences that would attend any attempt to aſcertain 
the real ſentiments of the majority of the eledtors ? 
Or can it be believed that men voluntarily make 
a ſacriſice of one half of their franchiſe, and 
that too in ſuch a way as to render the half 
they retain of no value ? 

Let it not be thought that your Committee 
wiſh to caſt any imputation on the Electors 
who 'ſubmit to theſe compromiſes. They do 
not merit any, for, in truth, they adopt them 
on compulſion ; neither, while ſuch a majority 
| Is returned in the manner that has been ſhewn, 
is it of any material conſequence how or by 
| whe the minority is elected. It has been 
aſked why Mancheſter, Birmingham, and other 
populous places, do not petition for leave to 
ſend Members-to Parliament, and their filence 
has, by the enemies to Reform, been conftrued 
into an argument in favour of the preſent ſtate - 
of the Repreſentation; but ſurely theſe com- 
promiſes” afford at once a ſatisfactory auſwer, 
when it is ſeen that - the mode of conducting 
Electibns is ſuch, as makes Newcaftle, Briftol, &c. 

| R 


1 


— 
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more anxious to wave than to exerciſe their 
privileges. 

The fallowing h u ld of de plates” em- 
promiſed by political parties Neweaſtle upon 
Tyne — Briſtol — Cheſhire — Efſex — York — 
Weſtminſter —Leiceſter — Maldon —Lancaſhire 
| . 
fordfhire, and Suſſex. * 

It only remains for your Committee to give 


the grand reſult of their whole enquiries, and 


Which, if the facts on which they have relied , 


ſhall be found to have been well grounded, will 
appear in the following 
GENERAL STATEMENT, 
— | 9 
W e 11e 
gi Commoners return ' 4 v + ** 130 
— | 3 
162 Pers and Commoner, whh u- re, ren 
100 Electors at Poole return - * 
102 äßÄ5»‚ßᷓ[ — Stockbridge | in 
190 — Hedon - ann 
250 — Barnſtaple + =  'n tad 7 
200 — Wigan . en "ul, 
54 — Saliſbury 2 = . - 
36 — Bodm aa > Fog 
160 —— Plymouth 6: * © 7 
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be underſtood that the other has been accounted for under 
head of Patronage. 5 


18 


2 1 
e ee 
190 — Arundel 80 - * "6. 88 ” 
200, —— Dorcheſter 'T SONS. 5; 4 


17 Borougbe, eee, on a0 averages e 


A 5 EPL. 
2611 — return to fre bn Purlament, Hembers 7 
— — 


To theſe 327 add 28, who are eee bf 

i/er, and it will appear, in what manner 

ſuch a number of the Members of the Houſe of 

Commons is elected, as conſtitutes a xajorITY” 

of no Teſs than one HUNDRED AND NINETY- 

8xven of the Repreſentatiyes of 7 and 
Wales. 


RE i ho RS 


Reform of Parliament, appointed to examine into 
the State of the Repreſentation of Scotland. 


EFORE your Committee proceeds to the 
conſideration of the important objects to 
which they conceive you chiefly intended tq 

direct their attention, it may not be im 
to mention a ſort of Repreſentation which is 
peculiar to North Britain; which. has. an ir- 
reditible tendency to give to the Crown an 
; Y 3 undue 
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undue influence in the Houſe of Lords; and 
Which by a more ſilent, but not leſs eſfectual 
operation, contributes equally to the ſame end 
in the other Houſe of Parliament. 

At the Union of the two kingdoms, in the 
beginning of this century, the Peers of Scotland 
furrendered their hereditary right to ſeats in 
Parliament; and were limited to an "Elective 
Repreſentation by Sixteen of their number. It 
is not the intention of your Committee to enter 


at large into the hiſtory of their elections; it is 


ſufficient to ſtate, that it is univerſally known, 
that, ever fince the Union, they have been con- 
ſiderably influenced by the Miniſters of the 
Crown; which ſpecies of patronage has given 
them an undue preponderance in the popular 
branch of the Legiſlature, by means which will 
be afterwards 

Your Committee having thus fightly cnc. 
ed on the ſtate of the Scottiſh P and 
as it has a reference to their immediate object; 
they will now endeavour to fulſil their duty, by 

to the Society a true and impartial 

account of the Repreſentation of the-People of 
Scotland in the Houſe of Commons, 

They will firſt eſtabliſh, 25 they think incon- 
trovertibly, 

1. That the Conftitution of the Scottiſh Par- 


Hament was originally popular and free. 


2. That many laws, which have been enacted 
for the regulation of Hlections, bear evident 
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marks of the combined efforts of the Crown 
and. the Aritocracy, . 
Hlection. 
„Nane 
eee 


„„ e 
to the ſpirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, the 
Riche of leben of Members to ferve ia Pare 
liament has been transferred from thoſe to 
whom. it juſtly and naturally belonged, to 
others, who had no right whatſoever. 

5. That theſe grievances have been long and 
ſeverely felt by the People ; that they have been 
often complained of; and that various ſtatutes 
tor their remedy have been vainly enafcd and 
ſucceſsfully eluded. 

6. That the fytem of Repreſfontation-in-Stor- 
land is now ſo confined- and deſective, that it 
— mockery upon the name or 


— —¾ 


Although the Counties, Cities, and Burghs 
labour under the fame Conſtitutional grievar 
and fuffer equally from the gradual deteriora- 
tion of their antient condition, it will be ne- 
ceſſary to conſider their hiſtory ſeparately, on 
account of the different modes in which their 

Rights have been circumſcribed, uſurped, or 

deſtroyed. | 
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By the Conſtitution of Scotland, 9 
. being the King's Court Baron, or Curia 
Regi, he could ſummon all his immediate 
tenants to attend him there. In theſe remote 
times, ſervice in Parliament was not conſidered 
as a profitable. privilege, but as a burdenſome 
duty; — in — beginning of the fifteenth 


century, the Repreſentation was in- 
troduced mel 0 and benefit of the vaſſals 


or tenants. / Yet, until near the end of the fix- 


teenth century, every freeholder or tenant of 
the Crown was entitled to vote at Elections, 
however ſmall his property might be, which 


| ſufficiently proves the ancient popularity and 
freedom of the inſtitution. 


In the reign of James the Sixth of Scotland, 
and Firſt of England, (a monarch who was not 
diſtinguiſhed by too great an attachment to the 
liberty of mankind) the right of voting was firſt 
reſtricted to freeholders poſſeſſing lands W 

of what was called « Old Extent; 
that is of lands which were ſo rated in the ceſs 
or county books about the end of the thirteenth, 


or beginning of the fourteenth century. Your 


—— wiſh you to obſerve, that this was 
great and fatal blow to popular Election; ſor 


though yy ſhillings was made, as in Fagland, 


the nominal ſtandard of a vote, yet by carry- 


ing it back to a rate or valuation made three 
hundred years — che value of money hav- 
| 6 ing 
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ing confiderably fallen, the extent of the quali- 
&ication required was very much raiſed, —And 
this circumſtance points out the efficient cauſe 
of the enormous difference which ſubſiſts be- 
tween England and Scotland- with regard to 
the freedom and popularity of Election in the 
Counties. In England, the qualification has 
been . 
value of money, and has therefore been extend- 
ed to greater numbers of Hlectors. In Scot- 
land, by the limitations to the rates and valua- 
tions of very remote periods, the right of vot- 
ing has been conſined to the poſſeſſors of very 
conſiderable eſtates, andthe pambeyrof Bloiurs 
has been very much diminiſhed. _ a 
8 Had the Scottiſh Kings and Nobles ſtopped at 
this point, the evil might have been endured : 
but they proceeded vigorouſly in their career 
of encroachment. In the reign of Charles the 
Second it was enacted, that where the right of 
voting on an old forty ſhillings land could nat 
be proved, which had become difficult thew: 


to be enabled to vote, it ſhould be necefllnyrrm - 


be- infeft-in, or ſeized of an eſtate, vas 
the fame reign at 4ool. Scots annual rent. E 

is proper here to mention, that at this day, by 
the neareſt average which can be made over 
the whole kingdom, the rent of thoſe lands, 
which are valued at forty ſhilling * Old Ex- 
tent,” is from 70l. to r3ol. ſterling; and the 
R 

3 | 
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the Second at 400l. — nbigtench 
Sterling, ſo that this: King more than tripled 
the Qualification required in the greateſt part 
of the kingdom, by ſubſtituting lands, worth 
goal. inſtead of thoſe worth 106]. or 140k: 5 
Even this infringement was not thought 

enough; under George the Second the modes 
of proving the exiſtence of thoſe old Forty Shil- 
ling Votes, were rendered more difficult, by 
details with which your Committee will not 
trouble you; they will only ſtate. that hy theſe 


regulations many. ef thoſe votes have-diſappear- 


ed, and that very few of them now remain. 

- Hithertoyour Committee haveconfined — 
ſelves to the ſtatement of thoſe evils which 
ariſe from the magnitude of the qualifications 


required in EleQtors, and their, conſequent pau-—- 


city: they have yet ſuppoſed that this precious 
right is exerciſed only by the real proprietors 
of the ſoil, under certain grievous and impro- 
per limitations; but they ure now to deſcribe 
miſchieſs of another nature, which have been 
- fultered to grow up, which have been fondly 
© foſtered in the boſom of kingly and ariſtocratic 


- power; and which have totally perverted and 


*- completely overturned the real e 
of the Counties. 

By the Act of Charles I. 1681, the founda- 
tion was laid for the intolerable abuſes which 
now exiſt, and which certainly were never con- 
e or r foreſden by that Parliament. It 


was 


[7 1 
was then enacted, that the right of voting ſhouicd 
be in perſons publicly infeft in property or fupe- 
of lands of forty ſhillings old extent, -&t 
4oot. Scots valued rent; thus makipg'the diſ- 
tinction and drawing the line between property 
and ſuperiority. It is neceſſary to explain this | 
term of ſuperiority, becauſe from an abuſe of ity 
the principal grievances in the Elections for 
Lnights.of abe Shine ian ri 
The feudal law ſuppoſes the King to be the | 
ſole proprietor of all the lands in the kingdom: 
from him his vaſſals hold by charter; in like 
manner his vaſſals may grant lands to be held 
from them by charter theſe ſub-vaſſals, may 
repeat the ſame ion ad infinitum ; but the 
original or immediate vaſſal of the King has the 
ſole right of voting or being elected to ſerve in 
Parliament. From this ſyſtem the n 
conſequences have flowed: 2 
. Pr 
who hold from a ſubject, are not entitled to 
——— It is computed, that in 
eral Counties nearly one half of the lands are 
held in this manner from ſubjects ſuperior: 
over the whole kingdom it is believed that one 
tifth of the lands are ſo held; therefore the pro- 
prietors of one fifth of the landed property, as 
far as that, property operates, are deprived of 
any voice in the chooſing their Repreſentatives. 
II. In this claſs, of landholders, ſo excluded 
from this in valuable franchiſe, * 
14. wo 


1 8 


Worth from zool. to a0. per annum; but 
what is more to be Jamented, it-comprehends 
the beſt and moſt virtuous parts of the commu. 
nity, namely, the middling and ſmaller gentry, 
and the induſtrious yeomen and farmers who 
have inherited or e ſome. landed yoo 
bert. 
III. Manyperfons without the (inalledjuteret 
| in. the land A 
r | 
mw It is a principle in the Conſtitution, that 
no man ſhall have more than one vote in the 
ſame county in his own perſon; and it is ano- 
ther principle, that no Peer of the Realm ſhall 
have any vote at all in the election of nen 
to ſerve in the Houſe of Commons. 
- By an ingenious device af the Lawyers, theſe 
two fundamental principles have been eluded: 
when a perſon of great property wiſhes to mul · 
tiply his Votes, he ſurrenders his Charter to 
the Crown; he appoints a number of confiden: 
tial friends, to whom the Crown parcels out his 
eſtate in lots of £4e0. Scots valued rent: then 
he takes charters. from theſe friends for the real 
property ; thus leaving them apparently the im. 
- mediate tenants of the Crown, and conſequently 
all entitled to vote or to be elected. This opera- 
tion is equally open to Peers and great Com- 
moners, who have availed themſelves of it ac- 
cordingly ; the Peers thus acquiring an influ · 
ee ene 
| | | and 
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and forms of the Conſtitution ; and the great 
Commoners extending and multiplying a-right 
in an undue and fraudulent manner 
depreciating or extinguiſhing the franchiſes of 
the ſmaller proprietors, with great and manifeſt 
prejudice to the general liberty of the country, 

This legal fraud began in this century, and 
han: been chiefly practiſed during the preſent 
reign; it therefore derives no ſhelter or ſanction 
from cuſtom, which the folly of men allows to 
cover a multitude of glaring abuſes. Your 
Committee will not dwell on-the various modes 
by which it has been performed; they will 
briefly ſtate, that the common methods have 
been by Life Rent Charters, Charters on Wad: 
ſet or Mortgage, and Charters in Fee. | 
The legiſlature has not been blind to theſe 
miſchievous innovations; nor has it been inac- 
tive in endeavouring to reſiſt and prevent them. 
It has admitted, that theſe deluſive ſurrenders 
of Charters, and conſequent creations of nomi - 
nal and fictitious Votes, are fraudulent in fact 
and principle; and it has decreed, that where- 
ever they can be detected, they ſhall be illegal 
and void. Several laws have been paſſed for 
the prevention of ſuch proceedings, and for the 
detection of ſuch crimes. Oaths have been en- 
ated to be taken by Freeholders claiming ts 
poll at Elections, couched in the ſtrongeſt terms, 
and providing as many Guards as the zeal and 
wiſdom of the Legiſlature could invent; _ 


L 26 0 
theſe precautions have been conſiantiy defeated \ 
by the ingenuity of the learned profeſſion, who 
have always ſucceeded in finding falyos for 
weak conſciences, Gentlemen of the faireſt cha- 
racters, nay clergymen, have been induced by 
ſubtile explanations, and the niceſt verbal ſub. 
terfuges, to take theſe oaths, contrary to the 
evident intendment of the legiſlature, cqntrary 
to the received meaning and uſage of out lan- 
guage, and in defiance of Bt of - 
their Country, c 
; Lour Committee referyoutothe As, von, 


rap. 6. and 7 Geo. II. cap. 18. not only for the 


terms of the oaths,” but for the parole uad 
meaning of the laws. 
| The Court of Seſſion in Scotland have been 
remarkably unfortunate in their endeavours to 
give effect to theſe Laws. Being compoſed of 
fifteen judges, and the ſentences being decided 
by the majority actually preſent, it has neceſſa · 
rily happened, that from the diverſity of opini- 
ons naturally incident to mankind, the deciſions 
of the Court have frequently varied, according 
to the abſence or attendance of the ſeveral 
Lords; and the ſame points at iſſue have often 
undergone very different and oppoſite determi- 
nations. Nor has the ſituation of the ſubject 
been much bettered by the Appeal to the Houſe 
of Peers; for very contrary ſyſtems concerning 
theſe Ele&ion Laws have been maintained and 


carried into effect by ͤ— 
t 


2 
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and under the direction of one Judge, was not 
law another day, and under another Judges 
and thus from the double uncertainty of the 
manner in which the majorities on the Scottiſh 
Bench might decide, and of the varying opini- 
ons of the high legal characters in England, 
men haye had no ſecurity, and have been 
doomed to ſuffer incertum jus, ſumma infuria. It 
may not be wrong ta ſtate, that nat leſs than 
fix hundred law-ſyits have taken place within 
theſe twenty years on this fubje& of” County 
CFlections, which with the attendant. legal opera- 
tions have coſt above à million gf pounds ter. 


lin 1 hy | 
N The omar firm earn coo of the 
Counties in Scotland has therefore, according tu 
the expreſſion of a Noble Lord high in the law, 
completely ſlid from its baſis,” Much undue 
influence has been acquired by the Crown, the 
Nobility, and the great Proprietors; the laws 
have been eluded and perverted; the number 
of Electors has been greatly diminiſhed; and 
the Conſtitutional Rights of the Subject have 
been invaded, uft or annihilated. 
By table, No. I, which is annexed, it will be 
ſeen; that, in two of the Counties, there are 
only three real Voters in each; in ſeven, not 
more than ten: in all of them reſpectively very 


few. The total number of real Voters in the + 


whole Kingdom is-1390. Total of falſe, _ 


363 7 
| pul (ndi6Ritions Voters 120k : and thirty threc 
Counties return only Members, fix 
having only the right of ſending x 3 o 
every ſecond Parkament. 


2 


»_.CI TIES and- Lens”; 


BI the ancient _ original Couftity tuation 1 
the Cities and Burghs, the Magiſtrates | 
Town Councils were choſen by the Reſident Bur- 
=, and Proprietors of houſes and lands : this, 
owever, was a ſtate of freedom, too incompas, 
tible with the proud and narrow views of the 
Kings and Nobility, who conſtantiy i in hoſtility 
with each other, agreed in nothing but in de- 
grading and oppreſſing the people. By an act 
paſſed in 1469, the Town Councils were OO ; 
with the power of electing their ſucceſſors ; an 
in 27 it was ordained that four perſons 

ſhould be annually choſen into the New 
| 5 Councils. By theſe laws, as far as they 
Vere effectual, the burgeſſes and inhabitants at 
large were bekranchiigd; they had no longer 
any controul over their Magiſtrates ; ; and the 
Corporations became ſelf . elected Juntos, totally 
ſeparated in intereſt from their former Conſt, 
tuents and Fellow Citizens. 

Every. City or Burgh hack certain 'cltates i in 
land, houſes, pſhcrics, port duties, and other 
valuable ſorts of property; the revenue wha. 
from which was by their original Charters 
Conſtitutions deſtined to be applied for S 

t 


" on 
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venellt of their Communities; but as ſoon as 
the Magiſtrates and Councils acquired the power 
of elocting themſelves in perpetuity, they admi - 
niſtered, embezzled, and red ene 
eſtates at their pleaſure. 
This ſubſest is yow before Parliament; — 
body of evidence has been compiled, 
which will ſoon de publiſhed, and which will 
throw very great light on the antient ſtate of 
the Scottiſh Burghs. Tour Committee, how- 
ever, have thought proper to mention it as one 
3 branch of the encroachment on former! | 


Ky is abſolutely neceſſary to ſtate, thas theſe” 
unjuſt acts of 1469 and 1474 have been ſo de- 
teſted by the People, and ſo much” reſiſted in 
practice, that they have never been completely 
executed in any one place: in many” of the 
Burghs the Burgeſſes continued for a | 
riod to elect their own Magiſtrates, and ſeveral 
Charters have been granted as low down as the 
end of the laſt Century, conferring the Right 
of Election on the Burgeſſes. Theſe acts, then, 
on which the preſent Syſtem is foutided, have 
not the ſanction derived from the ſubmiſſion, 
conſent, or reverence of the People : and their 
repeal would not be an innovation, but a fellos._. 
ration of antient Rights and Privileges. 

If the Cities and Burghs had ſuffered in their 
common property, only, by theſe Tyrannical 
Laus, e 00 been” comparatively 

fortunate 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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fortunate; but as their Repreſentatives im Par- 
lament were to be choſen by the Magiſtrates 
and Councils, when, they loſt the right of Elec 
ing them, they laſt all ſhare in the choice oſ 
their Legiſlators; and, in this unhappy Aituas 
tion, they find themſelves at this day. 

At the Union, Edinburgh, being the capital, 
alone retained its Right of ſending one Member 
to Parliament: all the other Towns were thrown; 
into diſtricts of fours and ſives, each diſtrict 
being allowed to ſend one Member. This in- 
duced a regulation, which ſtill more ſenſibly 
wounded the freedom of Election. By it, every 
Burgh now elects a Delegate; theſe Delegates 
meet by rotation at each of the Towns to ele; 
a Repreſentative, , The place where they meet 


is called the prefiding Burgh for that Election. 
and its Delegate has a caſting vote in caſe of an, 
cgquality of voices. The Burghs have no con- 
troul on their Delegates ; they muſt truſt en- 


tirely to honour for the return of .the-perſon 
by whom they wiſh to be repreſented: and 
there hove been inſtances where the Delegaten 
bave corruptly betrayed their truſt, and have 
acded contrary to the delire nen 
their Conſtituents. 

Another evil, deeply felt by, the great Gome 
mercial Towns, is their being claſſed wich inſig · 
nificant and obſcure Burghs: among many in- 
ances of this it will be ſufficient to mention 


do which is n to be one of the moſt 
25 N 7 
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opulent trading Cities of Great · Britain. 
re 
e is choſen by thitty<Wd/perſons, who are | 

-clected ; and this Delegate has ohly one 
voice of four in the choice of a Metnbi * 
Parliament, in cummon With the s of 
ith go. 


„ rr 

have endeavourxd to 3 
to conſine themſelves to the moſt mute: 
rial facts. Volumes might been written 
on the matter which hay preſented itſelf to their 
obſervation : but they hope with defefence t& 
the judgment of the Society, that OP 
more truly executed the, tak which they an 
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271 Reform in „ Parlioment, 
— 4 of Commons on Mon- 
day, 6th. May, —— by the Society, the 
Friends of the People, aſſoriated for the Purpoſe 
of obtaining a Parliamentary Reform. 


To the Honourable the Commons of Gztar 
Bxrram, in PakLiIAu Nr aſſembled. 


The HUMBLE PETITION, &c. unwrrü, | 
AT by the form and ſpirit of che Britiſh 
— ann 

a | 

That the Houſe of Lords conſiſts of Lords 

IG Tem pre mon. their titles 

and con nce the Crown,” of 

— 2 — 

hat theſe two powers, if they acted without 


controul, would form either 2 * Mo- 
5 Tok 


That 


L % 

bat the wiſdom of our anceſtors hath con- 
trived, that theſe authorities may be rendered 
not only harmleſs but beneficial, and be exerciſed 
for ty the ſecurity and waren of the P N 

d Lanny 2 ineſs 2 05 to be 
* — — in — of a third eſtate, 
diſtinct from, and a check upon the other two 
branches of the legiſlature; created by, repre- 
ſenting, and reſponſible to the People themſelves. 
That ſo much depending upon the preſerva- 
tion of this third eſtate, in ſuch its conſtitutional 
purity and ftrength, your Petitioners are rea- 
ſonably jealous « of whatever may appear to vitiato 
the one, or to impair the other. 

That at the preſent day the Houſe of das- 
mons does not fully and fairly repreſent the 
People of England, which, conſiſtently with 
what your Petitioners conceive to be the prip- 

ciples of the Conſtitution, they conſider as a 
' grievance, and therefore, with all becoming re- 
ſpec, lay their * — before your Honour- 
able Houſe. 

That though the tarms in which your Poti- 
tioners ſtate their grievance may be looked upon 
as ſtrong, yet your "Honourable Hauſe. is en- 
treated to believe that no expreſſion is made 
uſe af for the purpoſe of offence. 

Your Petitioners in affirming that your Ho- 
nourable Houſe is not an adequate Repreſenta- 
tion of the People of England, do but ſtate a 
fac, which, if the word © Repreſentation” bg 

accepted 
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accepted in its fair and obvious ſenſe, they are 
ready to prove, and which they think detri- 
mental to their intereſts, and contrary to the 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution. 

How far this inadequate Repreſentation is. 

prejudicial to their intereſts, your Petitioners 
apprehend they may be allowed to decide for 
themſelves; but how far it is contrary to the 
ſpirit of the Conſtitution, they refer to the con- 
fideration of your Honourable Houſe. 
If your Honourable Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to 
determine that the People of England ought 
not to be fully repreſented, your Petitioners 
Pray that ſuch your determination may be 
known, to the end that the People may be ap- 
prized of their real fituation ; but if Ho- 
nourable Houſe ſhall conceive that the People 
are already fully repreſented, then your Petiti- 
oners beg leave to call Jour IC Wo 
following facts: 

Your Petitioners complain, that the 8 
of Repreſentatives aſſigned to the different Coun- 
ties is groſsly diſproportioned to their compa- 
rative extent, population, and trade. 

'Your Petitioners complain, that the Elective 
Franchiſe is ſo partially and unequally diftri- 
buted, and is in ſo many inſtances committed 
to bodies of men of ſuch very limited numbers, 
that the majority of your Honourable Houſe is 
elected by lefs than fifteen thouſand EleRors, 
which, even if the male adults in the ä 
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l 
dus, iy not more than the two hundredth part ; 
af the paople to: be ned. | 


Tour Petitioners complain, that the right of | 
Nabe. regulated by 10 uniform or rational | 


Your Petitioners complain, that the enereila 
of the EleQive Franchiſe js only renewed once | 
in ſeven years. 

Vour Petitioners thus diſtindly ſtate the ſub- 
Je& matter of their complaints, that your Ho- 
-nourable Houſe may be convinced that they are 

acting from. no ſpirit of general diſcontent, and 
that you may with the more caſe be enabled to 

1 into the facts, and to apply the remedy. 
- the evidence in ſupport of the Figsr 
CourLaint, your Petitioners refer to the re- 
turn book of your Honourable Houſe. —ls it 
fitting, that Rutland apd Yorkſhire ſhould bear 
an equal rank in the ſcale of County-Repre- 
ſentation z or can it be right, that Cornwall 
alone ſhould, by its extravagant proportion of 
Borough Members, outnumber not only the 
Repreſentatives. of Yorkſhire and Rutland tOge- 
ther, but of Middleſex added to them? Or, if 
2 diſtinction be taken between the landed and 
the trading intereſts, muſt it not appear-mon- 
ſtrous that Cornwall and Wiltſhire ſhould ſend 
more. Borough Members to Parliament, than 
Yorkſhire, Lancaſhire, Warwickſhire, Middle- 
en, Mere, and Somerſetſhire * 
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aud that the total Repreſentation of all Scotland 
ſhould but exceed by one Member, the number 
returned for a fingle County in England? 
The Second Complaint of your Petitioners, 

is founded on the unequal proportions in which 
the Elective Franchiſe is düiſtributed. and in 
ſupport of it, 

They affirm, that ieee ee eee 
Members are returned by thirty-five places, 
where the right of voting is veſted in burgage 
and other tenures of a ſimilar deſcription, and 
in which it would be to trifle with the patience 
of your Honourable Houſe, to mention any 
number of voters whatever, the Elections at 
the places alluded to being notoriouſly a mer 
matter of form. And this your Petitioners are 
ready to prove. - 
They affirm, that in addition to the ſeventy a, 
Honourable Members ſo choſen, ninety more 
of your Honourable Members are elected by _ 
forty-fix places, in none of which the number 
of voters exceeds fifty. And this your Petiti- 
oners are ready to prove. 
They affirm, that in addition to the hundred 
and ſixty ſo elected, thirty-ſeven more of your 
Honourable Members are ele&ed by nineteen 
places, in none of which the number of voters 
exceeds one hundred. And this your 4 
oners are ready to prove. 

They affirm, that in addition-to the 
20d ninety- ſeven Honourable Members ſo cho- 


ſen, 
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fen, fifty-two more are returned to ferve ih 
Parliament, by twenty-ſix places, in none 
which the number of voters exceeds two hun- 
dred. And this you Petitioners are ready to 
prove... J 
They affirm, that in addition to thi two hu 
dred and forty-nine ſo elected, twenty more 
are returned to ſerve in Parliament for Coun- 
ties in Scotland, by leſs than one hundred Flec- 
tors each, and ten for Counties in Scotland by 
Jeſs than two hundred and fifty each. And 
this your Petitioners are ready to prove, even 
admitting the validity of fictitious votes. 

They affirm, that in addition to the two hun- 
dred and ſeventy-· nine ſo elected, thirteen 
diſtriets of Burghs in Scotland, not containing 
one hundred voters each, and two diſtricts of 
Burghs, not containing one hundred and twen- 

five each, return fifteen more Honourable | 
Members. And this your Petitioners are ready 
ove. 

. in this manner, according to che preſent 
ſtate of the Repreſentation, two hundred and 
ninety- four of your Honourable Members are 
choſen, and, being a majority of the entire 
Houſe of Commons, are enabled to decide all 
queſtions in the name of the whole 22 of 
England and Scotland. 

The TRInD ComeLarnT of your Petitioners 
is founded on the preſent complicated rights of - 
voting. From che caprice 1 which they 

have 


1 js ] 
have been varied, and the obſcurity in which 
they have become involved by time and contra- 
dictory deciſions, they are become a ſource of 
infinite confuſion, litigation, and expence. + 
Tour Petitioners need not tender any evi- 
dence of the inconveniences which ariſe from 
this defect in the Repreſentation, becauſe the 
proof is to be found in your journals, and the 
minutes of the different Committees who have 
been appointed under the 19th and 12th of the 
King. Your Honourable Houſe is but too well 
acquainted with the tedious, intricate, and ex- 
penſive ſcenes of litigation which have been 
brought before you, in attempting to ſettle the 
legal import of thoſe numerous diſtinctions 
which perplex and confound the preſent rights 
of voting. How many months of your valua- 
ble time have been waſted in liſtening to the 
wrangling of lawyers upon the various ſpecies 
of burgagehold, leaſchold, and freehold! How 
many Committees: have been occupied in in- 
ar the nature of Scot and Lot, pot- 
commonalty, populacy, reſiant inhabi- 
tants, nee large! What labour 
and reſearch have been employed in endeavour. 
ing to aſcertain the legal claims of borough- 
men, aldermen, port-men, ſelect. men, burgeſſes, 
and council- men! And what confuſion has ari- 
ſen from the complicated operation of claſhing 
charters, from freemen reſident and non- reſi- 
dent, and from the different modes of obtaining 
dhe freedom of corporations by birth, by ſervi. 
0 tudg 
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* marriage, by redemption, by zle&ion, : 
= y purchaſe! On all theſe points it is how- 
ever needleſs for your Petitioners to; enlarge, 
when your Honourable. Houſe recollects the: 
following facts; namely, that fince the twenty- 
ſecond of December, 1790, no les than twenty - 
one Committees have been employed in deciding 
upon litigated rights of voting, Of theſe, eight 
were occupied with the diſputes of three Bo- 
roughs, and there are petitions from four places 
yet remaining before your Honourable Houſe, 
eee 
tors what their rights really are. | f 

But the complaint of your Petitioners on the | 
| ſubject of the want of an uniform and equitable 
principle in regulating the right of voting, ex- 
tends as well to the arbitrary manner in which 
ſome are excluded, as to the intricate qualifica- 
tions by which others are en to 1 exer - 
ciſe of that privilege. | 

Religious opinions create an incapacity to 
vote. All papiſts are excluded generally, and, 
by the operation of the teſt laws, proteſtant 
diſſenters are deprived of a voice in the Election 
of Repreſentatives in about thirty Boroughs, 
where the right of voting is confined to corpo- 
rate officers alone; a deprivation the more 
unjuſtifiable, becauſe, . though conſidered as 
unworthy to vote, they are deemed capable of 
being elected, and may be the Repreſentatives 
of the very places for which they are nnn 
from being the Electors. 


13 


tn ENS, 
A man poſſeſſed of one thouſand pounds per 
anon; or any other ſum, ariſing from copy- 
hold; leaſehold for nidety ine years; trade, pro- 
perty in che public funds, or even freebold in the 
city — and many other cities and towns 
ns, is not thereby en- 
titted' to vote. Here again a ſtrange diſtinction 
is taken between electing and repreſenting, 2s 2 
copyhold is a ſuſßeient qualification” to "fit in 

2 ——— Reue 3 
A man paying cats to any e how 
tor hisdometic eflabliſhment, does 

nor Gerndy btw e bt to vote, udlels Kis 
rofidbnct v# in foine borough where that right 
is veſte@ in the inhabitants.” This exception 
operates in ſixty places, of which twenty eight 
do not contain three hundred voters each, and 
the number of houſeholders in England and 
Wales (exeluſtve of Scotland), who pay all taxes, 
10 714,9 17, and of houſcholders We pay all 
tuxeb, but the "houſe and window taxes,” is 
284,450, us appears by a return made to your 
Hotwurable Houſe in 1785 fo that, even fig. 
poſayy the fixty places above mentioned to wor 

tuin, one with another, one thouſand voters 

each; there will remain 939, 370 kouſcholders 
ho have no voice in the Repreſentation, un- 
kfs they have obtained it by accident or by 
rchaſe, Neither their contributions to > 
public burdens, their peaceable Nee off as 


den ſubjects, nor their general r 


by 
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—— — — — 
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and merits as uſeful citizens, aſſord them, as the 
law now ſtands, the ſmalleſt pretenſions to par- 
ticipate in the choice of thoſe, who; under the 
name of their Repreſentatives, N e 
their fortunes and libertie. 
In Scotland, the — hns abs 


pony of the rights of voting, has a different 


and ſtill more intolerable: operation. Iu that 
great and populous, diviſion of the kingdom, 
not only the great maſß of the houſeholders, 
but of the landholders alſo are encluded from 
all participation in the choice of Repreſentatives. 
By the remains of the feudal ſyſtem in the 
Counties, the vote is ſevered from the land and 
attached to what is called the ſuperiority, . In 
other words it is taken from the ſubſtance, and 
transferred to the ſhadow, becauſe, though each 
of theſe ſuperiorities muſt, with very few ex- 
ceptions,, ariſe from lands of the 

annual value of four hundred pounds ſterling, 
yet it is not neceſſary that the lands ſhould-do 
more than give a name to the ſuperiority, the 
poſſeſſor of which may retain the right of voting 
notwithſtanding he be diveſted of the property. 
And on the other hand, great landholders have 
the means afforded them by the ſame ſyſtem, of 
adding to their influence, without expence'to . 
themſelves, by communicating. to their confi- 
dential friends the privilege of electing Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament. The proceſs by 


which this operation is' 3 is oy 


[9] 
dependent votes, ſurrenders his charter to the 
Crown, and, parcelling out his eſtate. into as 
many lots of four pounds per annum, 
as may be oonvenient, conveys them to ſuch 
as he can conſide in. Jo theſe, new charters 
are upon application, granted by, the Crawn, 
ſo as to erect each of them into a ſuperiority, 
which privilege once obtained, 
reconveyed to the ori grantor 4 And cht 
the: Repreſentatives, of, che landed intereſt in 
Scotland may be choſen by thoſe . * 
real or benglicialintereſt. in the land 
Such is the ſituation in which the. 
of Scotland are. placed. With reſped to hs | 
Burghs, every thing chat bears even the ſem- 
blance of popular choice, has long been done 
away. The, Election of Members to ſerwe in 
Parliament is veſted in the magiſtrates and town 
councils, Who, having by. various innoyations | 
conſtituted themſelves into ſelf · elected bodies, 
inſtead. of officers freely choſen by the inhabi- 
tants at large, have: deprived, the. people of all 
participation in that privilege, the free exerciſc 
of which affords the only, ſecurity they can 
ate the protection of their e 
operty. ,,1 /, W 
Nhe Foun rn and La 3 of your 
Petitioners is the length of the duration of Par- 
liaments. Lour Honourable, Houſe knows, 


* are ancient laws and. Rate of this 
kingdom 


4121 


kingdom frequent Parliaments 1 
ard that the fixth of -Wiltiam 


| (ince repealed) peaking while the Ft er. | 
Revolution was | 


You Petitioners, whth6u? prefaminng-t6-add w. 
uch an authority by any obſervations of chelr 
own, yttbly pray chat Parliaments may not 
be cotrtinued for ſeven vent. 
Your Petitioners hive thus laid befure you the 
ſpecific grounds of complaint, from which they 
conceive every evil in the R tion to 
ſpring, and on which' they think every abuſe 
and inconvenience is founded. n de 42a 
What thoſe abuſes are, and t chat 
inconvenience 4 ir becomes your Petitioners to 
ſtate, as the beſt means of juſtifying their 
ſent application to your Honourable — = 
Your Petitioners then affirm; that from the 
combined operation of the defects they have 
dinted our, ariſe thofe ſcenes of tonifulion; 
tigation, and expence which ſo diſgrace the 
name, and that extenſive ſytem of private 
773 which is ſo repygnate to the « rroph 
of free epreſentation. 
Your Petitioners intreat of y 


Houſe to conſider the manner . which Flec- 


Gor. are conducted, and to refle& upon the 
extreme 


G * 1 


extreme ibenvenienet ta Which Elefines- ane 
— — ow bean 
b (cates re | dns t 912 538 
—— knows that , — 
diſorders, outrages, and perjury, are too 

the dreadful attendants on conteſted Elections 


3776 


T Heuſe F 
however ſow the Eletors, may by law be cons 
Rag 67 — and even then be tub» 


+ - * * 
* oe? IJ, 
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"iy" 
17924 31% 


little regard. 


ledged to require 
- out A? 
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unneceſſary. The fact ig too notorlous to te- 
quire proof, that ſearee un inſtance can · be pro · 
duced where a Member has obtained u 
ſeat in Parliament at a leſs coſt than from two 


to five thouſand pounds; particular caſes are 
not wanting where ten times theſe ſums have 


been paid, but it is ſufficient for:your Petiti- 


oners to affirm, and to be able to prove it if 
denied, that, ſuch is the expence of a eonteſted 
return, that he who ſhould become Candidate 
with” even greater funds than the lau requires 
him to fe to as his qualification to ſit in your 
Honoutable- Houſe, muſt either reliriquich his 
pretenſions on the appearance of an"oppofition, 
or ſo reduce his fortune in the conteſtꝭ that he 
could not take his ſeat without peru 
The reviſion of the original polis before the 
Committees of your Honourable Houſe, upon 

from the deciſions of the returning offi. 
eers, affords a freſh ſource of vexation and ex. 
pence to all parties. Your Honotrable Houſe 
knows, chat the complicated. rights of voting, 
and the ſhameful- hich Elec- 
tion proceedings, have ſo loaded your table 
with petitions for judgment and'redreſs; that 
one half of the uſual duration of a Parliament 
has ſcarcely been ſufficient. t6 ſettle who is en- 
titled to ſit for the other half; and it us not 
till within the laſt two months that your Ho- 
nourable Houſe had an opportunity:of diſcover- 
ing, 0 


ee | near 


rough of Great Grimſby, 1 


at n ene H rnd bt v 12q abarre'7 


— 
detained from thirty to forty: days. The Weſt⸗ 
miniſter caſe in 1789, will even furniſh your 
Honourable Houſe with an inſtance, where, 
after deliberating forty. ſive days a Committee 
gravely reſobved, that, from an attentive 
conſideration of the circumſtances relating to 


the cauſe, a final deciſion of the buſineſs be. 


fore them could not take place in the courſe 
« of the Seſſion, and that not improbably the 
hole of the Parliament“ (having at that time 
ncar two years langer to ſit) might be con. 
ſumod in a tedious and expenſive litigation; v 
and they recommended it to the Petitioners to 
Mr ICON b „ after a fruitleſs 
above three months, were 

or dt rode 1 b — 
| Aaz Your 


. 
. 
4 
b 
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further add, that the gxpenice 'to each of this 
parties, who have been either Plaintiff ore 
ſendant /in petitions.tried/befove your Honour. 
_ udle Houde in the preſent Geſſion, hab, upon an 
woerage; ambunted to above: one \buadred 
pounds per day; and that the attornies bills in 
one cauſe; the trial af which-itr point ai form 
| _ laked two days, and in point of fac any 
fix hours, amounted to very near dutbre hum 


dred pounds. And this your: Petitioners art 


ready to π⏑ w enen 15 y ings d: 
Tour Petitioners maſt nom beg 


— — 
complaingnamely, 


» The Patronage di which you” Petidiemers 


, of — — 
— diſtribution Elective 
Franchiſe, and the peculiar rights of voting by 
which certain places return Members ta ſerve 
in Parliaments; and thut which ariſes from the 
expence attending conteſted Elections, and the 


. degree of * acquired e 


— 4 t — hei eq: 
Tour Petitioners are conviaced; has 


— — —-— 
and making the total number of Patrons all- 
gether only one hundred and fifty-four, who 
cecura = decided. majority u p Re 
Houſe d re aordinogte anc wr 
—— 
| — ya Marne 70 
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he 
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the: Counties, Cities, which re- 
turn the Members alluded to, your Petitioners 
are ready to name them, and to prove thie fact 
or if che Members in queſtion can beimade 
parties to the enquiry, your Petitloners will 
name them, and be governed by the teſtimony 
Which they themſelves ſhall publichy give. But 
if neither * thefe-proofs be thought conſiſtent 
with the proceedings of your Honouzable Houſe, 
then your Petitioners can only aſlert their belief 
of; the fact, which they hereby doi in abe moſt 
ſolemn manner, and on the moſt deliberate 
conviction. 21013, M bur. 
Tour Petirioners entreat -youriHonourable 
Houſe to believe that, in complaining of this 
ſpecies of influence, it is not theit integtion-or 
deſire to decry or to condemn that juſt and 
natural attachment which they, who-are ena. 
- bled" by their fortune, and inclined” by their 
diſpoſition, to apply great means to honourable 
and benevolent ends, will atways inſure to 
themſelves. What your Petitioners' complain 
2 — property, Whether well or — 


enables it to excite fear as woll as procure re- 
ſpect, and confinesthe choice of Electors within 
the ranks — er" becauſe, though it cannot 
make riches of their affection and 


anke it en d dos throw oſs, 


L* 1 


almoſt inſurmountable, in the way: of very 
———— . 
— —üä—— — 
themſelves, or ſupporting the pretenſions of 
others. Of this yourPetitionerscomplainloudly, 
becauſe they conceive it to be highly unjuſt, 
that, while the language of the law' requires 
from 2 Candidate no greater eſtate, 22 quali. 
— than a few hundred pounds per annum, 
the operation of the law ſhould diſqualify every 
man whoſe rental is notextended'tothoufands; 
and that, at the fame time that the Legiſlature 
appears to give the Electors a choice from 
| amongſt thoſe who poſſeſ a» moderate and 
competence, it ſhould virtually 
compet them to chooſe from amongſt thoſe who 
themſelves — WE AIE 
by the-wealth of others. MR PTY 11211 
Tour Petitioners are the more alarmed at the 
progreſy' of private patronage, becauſe it is ra- 
pidly ws Ms mare wag} ey 
wary -Enmunte — At o 411 
At the commencement of. every Seſſion of 
Parliament, your Honourable Houſe acting up 
to the laudable jealouſy of your predeceflors, 
and ſpeaking the pure, conſtitutional language 
of a Britiſ Houſe of Commons, reſolve, as ap- 
pears by your journals,” . That no Peer of this 
realm hath any right to give his vote in the 
Election uf any Member to ſerve in Parlia- 
ment; and alſo * That it is a high infringe: 
— the Ubertics and] privileges 'of the 


# + © 


| [( 1 
4.Gommons of Great Britain, for any Lord of 
4 Parliament, or any Lord Lieutenant of any; 
6. to concern themſelves in tho. Klocti- 
ons of Members — — 
in Parliament“. rants WO 
Your Petitioners - —— your Hepoumble 
Houſe, and are ready to prove it at-your bar, 
that they have the moſt reaſonable grounds to 
ſuſpect that no leſs than one hundred and fifty 
af your Honourable Members owe their Eloctions 
entirely to the interference of Peers ; and your 
Petitioners are prepared to: ſhew by legal evi · 
dence, that forty Peers in | defiance: of your 
reſolutions, have paſſeſſed themſelves of — 
burgage tenures, and obtained ſuch an abſolute 
and uncontrouled command in very many ſmall. 
horoughs in the Kingdom, as to be enabled by 
their own poſitive rer 
ene of your Honourable Members. u 
 Yaur Petitioners will, however, urge this 
of the interference of Peer in 
tions no further, becauſe they are ſatisfied that 
It is unneceſſary. Numbers of your Honour- 
able Members miſt individually have known 


ught | L 
tender evidence of the truth of what they aſſert, 
and they conceive it would he improper in them 
to aſk that by petition, which muſt be-loaked 
for as the certain refult of your own hanoura- 
ble attachment ta your on * and 
privileges. © 


Your 


ariſe from the preſent ſtate of the Repreſenta - 


applied. 
Vour Petitioners truſt they may be allowed 


1 as 1 


- Your Petitioners dave thus 14d before-your 
what the miſchiefs are which 


tion, and what they concei ve ta be the grounds 
of thoſe miſchiets, nnn 
remonscd. er nr 7 - 
They now humbly has. dene to adter their, 
reaſons, why they are anxious that ſome remedy. 
ſhould. be immegiately 


= 


to, ſtate, becauſe they are ready to prove, that 


ſeats in your Honourable Houſe are ſought for 


rn 


expence. 
That con have fo:amach ancmented the ame 


bition- t0- fit in your Honourable Houſe, your 
Petitioners do not preſume actual to have 


l. 


diſcovered, but the means taken by Candidates 
to obtain, and by Electors to beſtow that honour, 
evidently appear to have r 
progreſive degree of fraud and corruption. 
Your Petitioners are induced to make this 
aſſertion by —  InneR As 
ceſſary, during the preſent reigns, 

much to fwell the ſtatute F . 
the of thole offences. N 


dividuals to become Members of the Houſe of 


- . % 
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1 
Commons; and of their indiſſerence as to the 
means uſed to gratify their ſpeculations; - To 
prove that they do not ſtate this wantonly, or. 


without ſubſtantial grounds, thoy humbly beg 
to call your. attention to the following Table, 


all the vouchers for which are to be found in 
che journals of your Honourable Houſe; or in 
m 46! hee 

a — eee. 


The Public en — 4. — — 
— . neoeſſqry to preſerve the free 
Posce basement and independence of Nolan, 

© + © 1,900,000 tore — — nr 


„ inn ont 24,444 ene ani. 
. 4r the Death of Williom JIL 02094 


The publie Roy bad in- The —— of Statutes — 


creaſed to about . 3,950,000- to preſetye the free- 
The Peace Eftablihnent had dom 0 Parliament, to U 
ncreaſed to about 1, 9 0, 00 bribery; &c. increaſe to 


Ai the Death'of Queen Ane. 


The Public 2 —— in- The number of Statutes found 


creaſed to about E eſſary, to pt eſerv ſerve the 
The Peace Fa⸗büd went had of Parkament to preyeut 


increaſed to about 2000, oo0 increaſed to 15 
2 — 1.2801 


The . a — e ebe 


creaſed to aboyt to r the 
The Peace Eftabli 1245 1 dom ren 


increaſed to about 2, 600, 000 —— — 7 — 


At the Death of George II. 
The Public Revenue had in- The number of Statut — va 
creaſed to about 8,600,000 nece —— to e the free - 
"The Peace Eſtabliſhment had f — 16 — 


The Public Reve e had in- pens of Statutes found 
creaſed to above vr 000,000 necefſaty to preſerve 1 


"The Peace Eſtabliſhment had dom of Parliament, to . 
increaſed to above 3, 000, oo bribery, &c. increaſed to * 


* 1 

- It is upon this evidence of the inereaſe of 
creaſe. of laws found neceſſary to repel the in 
creaſing attacks upon the purity and freedom 
of 'Ele&ions, that your Petitioners conceive it 
high time to enquire into the premiſes; 1 0!" 


Your Petitioners are”confident that im what 


they have ſtated, they are ſupported by the evi- 
dence of facts, and they truſt that, in conveying 
thoſe facts to your Honourable Houſe, they 
have not been botrayed into the language of 
| reproach, or diſreſpett. "Anxious. to'preſerve 

in its purity a Conſtitution they love and ad · 


mire, they haxe thought it their duty to lay 


before you, not general — — 
tram theorgtical qpinions, but poſitive truths 
ſuſceptible of direct proof, and if in the per- 
formance of this taſk, they have been obliged 


to call your attention to aſſertions which you 


have not been accuſtomed to hear, and which 
they lament that they are compelled to make, 
they intreat the bays _ Honourp- 
able Houſe. '++- 

Tour Petitioners will 2 further treſpaſs 
upon your time, while they recapitulate the 
objects of their prayer, which are, 

That your Honourable Houſe will be pleaſed 
to take ſuch meaſures, as to your wiſdom may 
ſeem meet, to remove the evils ariſing from the 
unequal manner in which the different parts of 
the kingdom are admitted to participate in the 
Repreſentation, by 

| 0 


E 
1 — hs partial diſtribution of the 
Eledtive Franchiſe, which commits'the choice of 
Repreſentatives to ſelett bodies of men of fuch 
limited numbers as renders them an cafy prey 
to the-artful, or a ready purchaſe10 the wealthy, 
= 0M N | 
inallhyaodhorten the Buration of Parlia- 
— reinoving hs truleniof thatcon- 
ave: at: this day conducted to render frequent 
and: new Elections, what our Anceſtari. at the 
Revotution affcrted them to be, the means of 2 


